
 

 

 Zimbabwe Food Security Update: October 20, 2000 
Based on a joint report prepared by the Zimbabwe National Early Warning Unit and FEWS NET/Zimbabwe 

Summary 
The Grain Marketing Board (GMB) has been given a Government Guarantee to raise Z$5.4 
million from the money market to buy maize. This new funding has enabled the GMB to 
increase its domestic purchases as sellers take advantage of GMB’s higher buying price for 
Grade AB maize (Z$5,500 per MT) compared to the market price (Z$4,600 per MT). 
The GMB, which is responsible for maintaining the Strategic Grain Reserve (SGR), has now 
replenished the SGR to the desired level of 500,000 MT of physical maize stocks following 
increased maize purchases from all farming sectors in August and September. 
A total of about 350,000 MT of maize were traded on the Zimbabwe Agricultural Commodities 
Exchange (ZIMACE) or sold through the three largest millers and the GMB during September, 
reversing the low volumes of trade in recent months. 
Zimbabwe has adequate wheat supplies for October and newly harvested wheat will reach the 
market in early November. As of the end of August, the three largest millers held about 51,616 
MT of wheat, almost twice the monthly requirement of about 27,000 MT. Normally, wheat stocks 
are low at the end of August before the October harvest, but these miller stocks are higher than 
those held at the same time last year. 
The Zimbabwe national Cereal Balance Sheet for 2000/01 shows sufficient cereals to last until 
the next harvest in April 2001. It is currently estimated that there will be carryover stocks of 
about 520,000 MT when the next marketing year starts in April 2001. These carryover stocks 
are made up of 427,000 MT of maize, 89,000 MT of wheat and 5,000 MT of rice. 
The Government has continued with its fast track resettlement of commercial farms. By the end 
of September, about 100 farms had been resettled out of the designated 2,100 farms, up from 
50 farms that had been resettled by the end of August. 
Prices of basic food commodities such as bread, sugar, cooking oil and commercial maize meal 
have gone up between 19% and 35% in October to date. These increases follow the recent 
increases in the price of diesel (54%) and petrol (41%) in September. The price of paraffin 
(kerosene) — used by most poor households for cooking — increased by 100% in September. 
These higher prices have led to three consecutive days (October 16-18) of food riots in high-
density suburban areas of Harare (such as Tafara, Mabvuku, Chitungwiza, Mufakose, Highfield 
and Glenview). Riots also spread to other cities, including Bulawayo and Kwekwe. 
The retail price of inputs to cultivate maize increased between 45% and 100% compared to 
input prices in September last year. The price of basal fertilizer (which is used at planting) 
increased by 45% compared to prices last year, while the price of ammonium nitrate (used at 
the vegetative stage of crop development) increased by 61%. The price of short-season hybrid 
maize seed increased by 6% between August and September and by 106% since September 
last year. The increase in the input prices will cut into the maize production profit margin, 
making maize less attractive to grow next season. 
The prevailing economic conditions, combined with a volatile socio-political environment, remain 
a grave concern. These conditions are expected to reduce the crop production prospects for the 



 

 

2000/01 agricultural season about to begin. Farming on the 2,100 large-scale commercial farms 
listed for fast track resettlement by Government remains uncertain as most of farmers are no 
longer able to pledge their land as collateral and cannot obtain production loans from the banks. 

1. Food Security Status 

1.1. Current Food Security Status 

The Grain Marketing Board (GMB), which is tasked with buying and storing grain for the 
Strategic Grain Reserve (SGR), has now replenished the SGR to the desired level of 500,000 
MT of physical maize stocks following increased maize purchases from all farming sectors in 
August and September. Increased purchases of maize in August and September has also 
boosted the stock levels held by the three largest millers and GMB to about 600,000 MT as of 
the end of September 2000. At the national level, there are adequate maize stocks to meet 
domestic requirements through the next harvest (March 2001). 
The level of wheat stocks held by millers improved in September compared to August because: 

1. domestic wheat purchases by the GMB and the three largest millers increased from 
9,000 MT in July to 19,000 MT in August, due to an increase in the market price for 
premium wheat from Z$7,750 per MT in May to Z$10,510 per MT in August (Figure 1); 
and 

2. imports increased to 4,221 MT in August, from the low volumes of 226 MT in July. 

Figure 1.  Wheat Stocks, Intake and Sales by the Three Largest Millers and GMB: 
January 1999 – August 2000 
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As of the end of August, the three largest millers held about 51,616 MT of wheat, almost twice 
the monthly national consumption requirement of about 27,000 MT. Normally, stock levels are 
low at the end of August as millers await the approaching harvest but these stocks are actually 
higher than those of last year this time. Contrary to the statement in last month’s Food Security 
Update, available wheat in the country is adequate to meet domestic consumption requirements 
until the harvest in a few weeks that will reach the market in early November. The increase in 
wheat imports and farmers off loading stocks into the market improved the size of stocks held 
by the three largest millers. However, the expected 250,000 MT wheat harvest will not be 
adequate to meet total consumption requirements of about 360,000 MT from November 2000 to 
the next harvest expected in November 2001. 
In general, there is adequate grain at sub-national levels, such as the communal areas, as 
farmers have not sold much grain to private traders, millers and GMB. To date, less than 
500,000 MT of the 2.040 million MT of maize produced in 2000 has been purchased from the 
farmers. However, it is during this period of the year that some households normally run out of 
grain from own production and rely heavily on purchased grain for their food security. Among 
these households are the Cyclone Eline victims in Chipinge, Chiredzi and Beitbridge Districts 
who ran out of their harvested grain as early as last April. The cyclone-affected households 
require supplementary food to ensure their food security. 
Violent food riots occurred from October 16-18 in Harare’s high-density suburbs and spread to 
other cities such as Bulawayo and Kwekwe, as anticipated in the Food Security Update of 
September 20. The riots follow further increases in the price of bread, cooking oil, transport 
costs and other basic commodities. 

1.2. Prospects for Food Security Status for the Next Five Months 

Despite abundant supplies and the expected carryover of about 520,000 MT at the national 
level at the end of the marketing year (March 2001), food access during the next five months will 
remain difficult for poor urban households, poor rural households and farm workers who all rely 
heavily on purchased food. Factors that will contribute to difficult food access include: 

1. the increased inflation rate; 
2. continued increases in the price of basic commodities that are not matched with 

increases in wages, salaries and other income; 
3. continued farm occupations which has made normal earnings for about 220,000 farm 

workers almost impossible; 
4. the unwillingness of banks to make production loans to farmers whose farms are 

designated by the government for resettlement, reducing farmer liquidity for paying labor 
costs; 

5. the decrease in formal and informal employment opportunities due to an increase in job 
losses as industries, mines and commerce operate only part time or as they close down 
due to the harsh economic environment; and 

6. the decline in health services as health centers run out of basic medicines and fewer 
people can afford the increase in medical costs. 

1.3. Prospects for Food Security Status for Next Year 

The prevailing economic conditions combined with the socio-political environment remain a 
grave concern and are expected to reduce the production prospects for the 2000/01 agricultural 
season. Farming on the 2,100 large-scale commercial farms designated for fast track 



 

 

resettlement by Government remains uncertain as most of the farmers cannot obtain loans from 
banks for their cropping programs because they lack sufficient collateral. For their part, new 
settlers are also unlikely to put all of the land acquired into production this season due to: 

1. inadequate draft power and labor to do land preparation for the coming season (starting 
in November); 

2. inadequate support services from Government in form of input loans and tillage units 
from the District Development Fund (problems include fuel shortages and lack of spare 
parts for the tractors); and 

3. the slow pace of Government’s land allocation to new settlers on the acquired farms. 
The loss of commercial production is unlikely to be compensated by production coming from the 
resettled farmers. A decline of as much as 60% in maize production by commercial farmers is 
possible. This would reduce the national maize harvest by between 300,000 to 400,000 MT 
from a average harvest of 1.9 million MT. Wheat production is likely to drop from the current 
anticipated 250,000 MT harvest. Tobacco production, which normally earns about 40% of the 
country’s foreign currency, has already been affected by a reduction in area planted and input 
use. As a result, production is likely to decrease by about 27% from the 2000 harvest of about 2 
million MT. 
In the smallholder sector, production prospects are also gloomy due to few credit facilities. 
Farmer abilities to acquire inputs have been affected by the poor maize returns and volumes 
sold as the GMB, normally the major buyer, has lacked funds to buy maize and, until very 
recently, has not been able to pay for the delivered maize in the past months. 

2. National Food Availability and Outlook for 2000/2001 
The Zimbabwe national Cereal Balance Sheet for 2000/2001 is currently healthy, with 
anticipated carryover stocks of 520,000 MT going into the next marketing year that starts in April 
2001. These carryover stocks are expected to include 427,000 MT of maize, 89,000 MT of 
wheat and 5,000 MT of rice. Without further imports and exports, the anticipated carryover 

 Table 1. Grains and Cereals Food Balance Sheet for the 2000/01 Consumption Year
(April 2000 – March 2001)

Maize Millets Wheat Rice All Grain 
A. Potential Domestic Availability 2,447,449 153,343 431,864 6,821 3,039,477

Formal Opening Stocks (April 2000) 357,449 2,124 181,864 6,821 548,258 
Gross Harvest Production 2,040,000 146,219 250,000 - 2,436,219
Unmonitored Stocks : Farmers & other (estimate) 50,000 5,000 - - 55,000 

B. Annual Requirements 2,508,491 165,045 555,481 12,569 3,241,586
Est. mid-year population 12,695,758 12,695,758 12,695,758 12,695,758 12,695,758 
Est. Human Annual Consumption Requirements. 120 13 28 1 162
Gross Consumption Requirement 1,523,491 165,045 355,481 12,569 2,056,586
Livestock, other uses and losses 485,000 - - - 485,000 
Strategic Reserve Requirement 500,000 - 200,000 - 700,000 

C. Domestic Balance (A - B) (61,042) (11,702) (123,617) (5,748) (202,109) 
D. Cross Substitution (11,702) 11,702 - - - 
E. Cereal Exports to date - (8,934) - (10,322)
F. Cereal Imports to date (estimate) - - 21,170 11,155 32,325 
G . Forecasted Closing Stocks (March 2001) 427,256 - 88,619 5,407 521,282 
H . Uncovered Imports/Exports Likely (March 2001) (72,744) - (111,381) 5,407 (178,718) 
Source: Consumption Workshop held at the Zimbabwe Grain Producers Association, updated October 2000 
Note: (H) - Desired imports and exports to achieve the SGR levels



 

 

stocks can meet about 3 months of human consumption requirements, lasting until the end of 
June 2001 (Table 1). These anticipated carryover stocks are more than the 400,000 MT that 
carried over into the 2000/01 consumption year in April 2000. (In most years official carryover 
stocks have consistently been below the Strategic Grain Reserve (SGR) targets of 500,000 MT 
of maize and 200,000 MT of wheat at the end of March.) 

3. Sub-National Food Availability and Access 

3.1. Food Availability 

Because of low sales of grain by farmers to private traders, millers, and the GMB, grain has 
generally remained in the rural areas. As a result, those areas that have produced enough grain 
(or surpluses) currently have adequate food availability (greater than 166 kg/capita). There are 
81 communal areas scattered through out the country that produced an average of greater than 
166 kgs/capita production last season, including most areas in Mashonaland Central, East and 
West Provinces which are normally the major grain-producing areas in the country (Figure 2).  
However, there is less food available for the areas, which normally do not meet their cereal 
consumption requirements from own production — such as most of Matebeleland South and 
Matebeleland North Provinces and southern parts of Masvingo Province and those areas 
affected by Cyclone Eline. In areas where own production normally is poor, food availability has 
been reduced due to low volumes of sales to markets. However, food supplies in the cyclone-
affected areas have been improved through assistance provided by the Zimbabwe Red Cross. 



 

 

The Red Cross has received goods and money worth Z$1.5 million to assist the cyclone victims. 
This will alleviate the food shortfalls for about 300,000 people affected by the cyclone. 

3.2. Food Access 

3.2.1. Rural Areas 
Most poor rural households run out of food from their own production food in June or July each 
year, within a few months after the harvest, while others start running out around October. 
Households whose food has run out are mainly located in the areas, which produced less than 
166 kgs per capita (Figure 2) either exchange their labor for maize or purchase the maize locally 
from those with the stocks. For the households who rely on buying maize, food access in most 
rural areas has remained good as prices for maize are depressed due to fewer buyers and poor 
maize quality, of which most is Grade C. The current price of maize in rural areas ranges 
between Z$3,500 to Z$5,500 per MT, varying with the area. Higher prices are generally 
experienced in the areas that produced less than 166 kgs per capita. 
However, the price of maize is likely to increase in most areas as farmers sell more maize to the 
Grain Marketing Board. The GMB offers Z$5,500 per MT for Grade AB maize, compared to 
Z$4,600 per MT currently paid by private traders. Until the recent guarantee of Z$5.4 million 
from Government, the GMB was not able to pay for the more than 250,000 MT delivered to its 
depots by farmers. The GMB has been given a Government Guarantee to raise Z$5.4 million 
from the money market to buy an estimated 900,000 MT of maize from farmers from now until 
the end of the marketing year in March 2001. In addition to the likely increase in the price of 
maize in rural areas, consumers in this sector have also been affected by price increases in 
bread, sugar, cooking oil, transport costs, input costs and other services (section 3.2.3). These 
increases will adversely affect the food security of those households who supplement their food 
requirements from purchases. 
3.2.2. Farm Workers 
The Government has continued with the fast track resettlement exercise, with an estimated 100 
of the listed 2,100 farms having been resettled so far, up from 50 farms that had been resettled 
by the end of August. Reports from the Commercial Farmers Union indicate that the 
Government has urged the war veterans and some of the peasant farmers occupying both the 
listed and non-listed farms to continue staying on the farms until they are resettled. This has not 
only affected commercial farming operations this season, but has directly and indirectly affected 
an estimated 220,000 workers on these farms. Only a few former farm workers have benefited 
from the current resettlement program, hence threatening the livelihoods of most farmer farm 
laborers households on the resettled farms. 
3.2.3. Urban Areas 
The price of basic commodities such as bread, sugar, cooking oil and commercial maize meal 
has increased between 19 and 35% in October (Figure 3). These increases follow the earlier 
increases in the price of diesel (54%) and petrol (41%) in September. The price of paraffin—
used by most poor households for cooking — increased by 100% in September. The increases 
in food prices has led to three consecutive days (October 16-18) of food riots in the high-density 
suburban areas of Harare such as Tafara, Mabvuku, Chitungwiza, Mufakose, Highfield and 
Glenview. These riots spread to other cities such as Kwekwe and Bulawayo. The previous 
widespread food riots occurred in October of 1998. 
The food basket for a poor household drawn up by the Consumer Council of Zimbabwe 
indicates that a family of six people now requires about Z$10,942 per month to meet its 
minimum basic requirements as of the end of September (before factoring in the October 



 

 

increases). This represents a 10% increase in value for the basket since July and a 45% 
increase since September 1999. The annual increment of the basic food basket has in the past 
months increased by about 73%. The increase in the basic commodities closely mirrors the 
annual Consumer Price Index (CPI) of the Central Statistical Office (CSO), which has been 
steadily increasing from about 48% per year in February 2000 to an estimated 62% in 
September 2000. These general price increases threaten food security of the urban poor, about 
60% of which fall under the Poverty Datum Line of Z$8,400 per month. The incomes of poor 
households have already been eroded by: 

1. Declining revenues and profitability as industries and commerce shed their labor due to 
the harsh economic environment. For example, at least 700 jobs out of 30,000 have 
been lost as three gold mines scaled down operations due to insufficient inputs as a 
result of foreign currency shortages; 

2. Declining informal sector earnings due to harassment by town councils who have in 
recent months confiscated the goods being traded in undesignated parts of urban areas 
such as Masvingo and Harare. The dwindling urban market has had also an effect on 
earnings; and 

3. Fuel shortages that have caused problems transporting food and non-food goods from 
rural to urban markets. 

Figure 3. Price Trends for Selected Basic Food Commodities 
Consumed in Urban Areas 
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FEWS NET/Zimbabwe 
Source: Consumer Council of Zimbabwe and the Central Statistics Office (September 2000) 

Note: 1. The percentages on top of the bar chart indicate an annual change in the cost of the minimum 
food basket (percent annual change for the same time month in 1999 and 2000). 

 2. The monthly minimum food basket is composed of margarine (4 kg), roller meal (60 kg), white 
sugar (10 kg), tea leaves (0.75 kg), fresh milk (500 ml daily), cooking oil (1,500 ml), loaf of 
bread (daily), meat and vegetables, transport, soap and detergents, rental cost of 3 rooms in a 
high-density suburb, maintenance and heat, health, education and clothing. 



 

 

4. Markets 

4.1. Market Developments 

The Government Guarantee to the Grain Marketing Board of Z$5.4 million enabled it to increase 
its maize purchases to the desired level of about 500,000 MT. Up till now cash-strapped, the 
GMB will start paying farmers for the maize that was delivered beginning as far back as April at 
the start of the marketing year. These payments will also enable the smallholder farmers to buy 
inputs for the coming season, which starts in late-October or early-November. Maize deliveries 
to the GMB increased in August from about 15,000 MT in July to over 100,000 MT in response 
to the ability of the GMB to settle its back payments and offer a higher price of Z$5,500 per MT 
for Grade AB maize compared to the ZIMACE price of Z$4,725 per MT and private traders price 
of Z$4,600 MT for the same grade. The trade at ZIMACE has decreased by 50% from about 
16,000 MT in August as more farmers instead sold their grain to the GMB (Figure 4). 

Figure 4. Maize Delivered to GMB and Trade at ZIMACE 
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4.2 Input Markets 

Retail prices of maize inputs have increased between 45 and 106% since last year. The price of 
basal fertilizer (used at planting) increased by 45% since the same time last year; while the 
price of Ammonium Nitrate (used at the vegetative stage of crop development) increased by 
61% since last year. Hybrid maize seed (short season variety) increased by 6% since last 
month and by 106% since the same time last year. These input price increases will reduce the 
gross returns from maize production, making maize less profitable to grow next season, unless 
producer prices increase beyond the current Z$5,500 per MT next year. Figure 5 shows that 



 

 

that the difference between the gross returns and the combined input prices — the gross profit 
margin — continues to narrow. 
There seems to be adequate seed — either through purchases of certified seed in the market or 
through on-farm retentions — for the coming season for most crops. A total of 58,796 MT of 
certified maize seed are available, of which 5,303 MT of seed are open pollinated varieties 
(which are solely for export as farmers in the country do not plant the seed). The calculations of 
the amount of seeds required for this season (Table 2) do not include seed requirements for the 
small-scale irrigation schemes. If the small-scale irrigation seed requirements are considered, 
Zimbabwe has over 15,000 MT of excess hybrid maize seed in 2000/01 growing season. 
Given cotton seed carryover stocks, there appears to be a 7,000 MT shortfall of cotton seed in 
2000/01. Although there are shortfalls of groundnuts, beans, millets, sorghum and sunflower 
seeds in the market, some of this shortfall will be met through the normal practice of retaining 
own crops for seed (Table 2). 

Figure 5.  Evolution of Maize Production Inputs and Gross Returns per Hectare in 
Zimbabwe: September 1998 - September 2000 
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5. Agrometeorological Conditions 

5.1. Seasonal Forecast 

Following separate meetings by the Southern Africa Climate Outlook Forum (SARCOF) in early 
September in Botswana and the Meteorological Services of Zimbabwe in late September, the 
2000/01 rainfall season has been forecast to be generally near-normal to above-normal in 
Zimbabwe. From October to December 2000, the country is expected to receive normal rains, 
with a slight chance of receiving above-normal rainfall of over 310 mm for the period in the 



 

 

northern areas of Zimbabwe (Figure 6). The southern part of the country has a lower chance of 
receiving above normal rainfall. From January through to March 2001, the northern districts of 
the country are expected to receive near-normal to above-normal rainfall (over 380 mm of rain). 
The southern districts were forecast to receive erratic rainfall for the period. Given the 
conditions, farmers in the northern parts of the country should take advantage of the good 
season and plant high potential varieties, while those in the southern districts should grow short 
season (early-maturing varieties).  

5.2. Crops Planted 

Wheat, mainly grown in the large-scale commercial farming areas, has reached maturity and 
harvesting by combine has commenced in the main production areas of Mashonaland East, 
West and Central Provinces. Due to the wetter than normal conditions earlier in the year and the 
farm invasions, the area planted to wheat is expected to be less than that planted last year. A 
harvest of 250,000 MT is provisionally forecast for this year’s wheat crop. 
A small area has already been planted to early supplementary irrigated maize in the small-scale 
irrigation schemes in some communal areas and the large-scale commercial areas. Planting of 
maize has also started in the wet (vlei) areas of Gutu and Zimuto Districts in Masvingo Province 
and Buhera and Mutare Districts of Manicaland Province. However the area planted to date is 
relatively small, as most of the maize will be planted with the first rains in November. 
Tobacco transplanting from seedbeds has started for the irrigated crop in the commercial 
farming areas. The area planted to tobacco is expected to decrease from 75,000 hectares last 
year to 60,000 hectares this season. The decrease will be caused partly by the low producer 
price on the auction floors this last year and the disturbances due to the invasions of 
commercial farms where most tobacco is grown. 

5.3. Vegetation Conditions 

The satellite image of vegetation conditions (NDVI) for the first ten days of October indicates 
poorer current vegetation conditions in Zimbabwe compared to May when the rains tailed off, as 
expected. Although there is a normal seasonal deterioration in vegetation, the decline in 
vegetation has been worsened by widespread burning of pastures which has been reported and 
also observed by FEWS NET on recent field trips to Kariba in the North and Gweru towards the 
south of the country. Some of the burning was reportedly caused by the people who have 

Table 2. Seed Availability in Zimbabwe for the 2000/2001 Agricultural Season

Crop Area (Ha)
1999

Seeding
(Kgs/Ha)

Seed Amount
Required  (MT)

Amount
Available

(MT)

Deficit (-)
/Excess(+)

(MT)

Cumulative
Domestic Sales
From May (MT)

Maize (hybrid) 1416700 25 35418 58796 23379 4622
Sorghum (open pollinated)* 175230 15 2628 2054 -574
Soyabeans 63490 100 6349 7022 673 2
Sunflower 26500 10 265 ND -265
Groundnuts* 268100 100 26810 4493 -22317 412
Paprika 5204 0.35 2 ND -2
Millets* 153500 12 1842 1411 -431
Beans* 1570200 100 157020 1691 -155329 8
Cotton 396203 25 9905 2611 -7294 1281
Tobacco 90769 0.5 45 0 -45

Source: Ministry of Agriculture
Notes:  ND is No data available
              * means that retained seed used in addition to that purchased in the market



 

 

invaded the commercial farms. The burning has reduced available grazing and could have an 
effect on animal conditions. 

6. Socio-Economic Environment 
Foreign currency remains in short supply in the country despite earnings of more than Z$13.3 
billion (US$267 million) from the recent sale of burley and Virginia tobacco. The net outflow is 
mainly explained by capital payments, which increased over the month. To alleviate the foreign 
exchange shortfalls, the Government has introduced exchange controls, requiring exporters to 
utilize their foreign currency in the Foreign Currency Accounts within 60 days of receiving it. 
Failure to do so will result in the currency being sold to the banks that processed the Customs 
Declaration 1 form and a heavy penalty will be levied on the exporter. 
The Zimbabwe dollar was further devalued in September to a mid-rate (the rate between the 
selling and buying of foreign exchange) of Z$53 per US$, compared to the August rate of 
Z$50.20 per US$. The devaluation — coupled by a hike in the interest rate by 15% to 64.5% — 
should lead to increase in the costs of inputs, further reducing the ability of farmers to purchase 
inputs. 

Figure 6.  Consensus Forecast for the 2000/01 Rainfall Season in 
Zimbabwe 

Forecast for October – December 2000 Forecast for January – March 2001 
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Southern (Region 2): Above Normal  (> 
340 mm), Normal (230 – 340 mm), Below 
Normal (< 230 mm) 

FEWS NET/Zimbabwe; Source: Department of Meteorological Services 



 

 

7. Food Security Issues to Consider Immediately 
There is urgent need for: 

• The Ministry of Agriculture, in conjunction with the Central Statistical Office, to carry out 
a national survey to determine the food consumption requirements in the country. 

• The government’s Department of Social Welfare, WFP and area NGOs to increase 
assistance to Cyclone Eline victims in the form of food for work and agricultural inputs. 

• An independent organization to assess the fast track resettlement program to determine 
1) whether it will permanently solve the land problem in the country and 2) assess its 
implications on the socio economic conditions of the settlers and the country. 

• The government to expeditiously complete the resettlement of the war veterans and the 
landless currently in the large-scale commercial farms so that farm operations and 
planning for next season experiences the minimum amount of disruption. 

• The United Nations, normally with the responsibility of coordinating donors, NGOs and 
Government, to organize a meeting so that all stakeholders involved in food security 
come up with a contingency and response plan to address the potential social unrest in 
the country. 
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