
  
 

Tanzania Food Security Report: July 9, 2001 
 
 
Highlights 
 

• Ongoing harvests and food movements, and adequate pasture and water for livestock 
continue to provide satisfactory food security conditions to the majority of the population 
in the country.   

 
• Prices of staple foods declined following new harvests reaching markets while livestock 

prices stabilized in June relative to previous periods. 
 

• Overall national food production from the 2000/01 production year could be the best in 
five years.  Cereal production may be better than last year and the 1996/2000 (five-year) 
average, but non-cereal production could be lower. 

 
• The national food balance sheet for June 1, 2001 to May 31, 2002 indicates a food 

security situation with a net deficit of only 30,000 MT of food (before imports).  Still, 
some parts of the population in the northern, central, and lake areas could be facing a 
delicate food security situation during this period. 

 
 
 
National Food Security Conditions and Prospects 
 
1.1 Current Food Security Conditions 
 

The food security situation in most agricultural areas of the 
country is generally adequate as a result of the ongoing 
harvests, which have increased on-farm stocks.  In addition, the 
normal dry conditions facilitated easy movements of food, 
thereby improving access to markets.   
 
This satisfactory availability and access is indicated by stable or 
declining food crop prices in both rural and urban markets.  The 
analysis of average wholesale prices of maize in reference 
markets (Figure 1) reveals a significant decline of 8-27 percent 
in June 2001 compared with May.  Likewise, this year’s June 
wholesale prices of maize in the markets of Arusha, Dar es 
Salaam, Shinyanga, and Sumbawanga were lower by 7-44 
percent and 22-56 percent compared with those of June 2000 
and the 1996-2000 average, respectively.  These lower prices 
indicate an improvement in food security conditions this year 
compared with previous periods.  Analyses of other food crops 
also reflect declining prices in June relative to past years.   

 
 

The current food security 
condition in the country is 
satisfactory thanks to the 
ongoing harvests and the 
normal dry conditions, 
which have increased the 
availability of food in 
farms and facilitated food 
movements to markets. 
 
Satisfactory availability of 
pasture and water are 
maintaining good 
conditions of livestock in 
key livestock areas. 
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An increase in the price of maize in the Iringa market in June this year compared with last year 
and five-year averages could be attributed to reduced availability and access due to the late 
harvest this year following continued rainfall into May in the southern highlands.  However, the 
anticipated good harvest beginning July should increase availability and access, and lead to 
lower market prices for maize in the coming few months.   
 
Despite the normal dry conditions in June, the availability of water, grazing, and browse for 
livestock is adequate in most key pastoral areas.  However, there are increasing concerns of 
deteriorating vegetation conditions in livestock areas of Kilosa District (Morogoro Region), 
lowlands of Iringa District (Iringa Region), and parts of Handeni and Korogwe District (Tanga 
Region).  The Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI—satellite imagery) for June 21-
30, 2000 reveals worsening vegetation conditions relative to normal over these areas.  Because 
the next normal rainfall season begins in October/November, there is a possibility of overgrazing 
and abnormal migrations among the proportion of pastoralists living in these areas, particularly if 
water points for livestock dry up.  This could result in food insecurity for household members 
who would have migrated with livestock. 
 

Figure 1: Percent Difference in Wholesale Prices of Maize in Reference Markets
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1.2 Food Security Outlook for the 2001/02 Market Year 
 

The preliminary forecast report released by the Food 
Security Department of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Security (FSD-MAFS) in June predicts that overall national 
food production from the 2000/01 production year — 
including cereals, roots, and tubers —should be the best in 
the last five years.  Total food production is estimated to 
reach 7.713 million metric tons (MMT), which would be 5 
percent and 7 percent higher than the 1999/2000 (7.323 
MMT) and 1996/2000 (five-year) averages (7.237 MMT), 
respectively. 
   
At subnational levels, cereal production is estimated to be 23 
percent and 9 percent higher than last season and the five-
year average, respectively.  The forecast estimates that total 
national cereal production will be 4.13 MMT, compared with 
3.37 MMT last year and 3.80 for the five-year average.  The 
aggregate production of non-cereals is forecast to be 9 
percent lower than last year (Figure 2).  In particular, root 
and tuber production is likely to tumble from last year and 
the five-year average by more than 20 percent.  In contrast, 
production of pulses and bananas is forecast to improve by 
more than 13 percent over previous years.  On the other 

hand, it is estimated that cassava production for the 2000/01 production year will reach 1.3 
MMT, compared with 1.8 MMT last year and the five-year average of 1.7 MMT.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

The preliminary crop forecast 
report released in June 
estimates the total food 
production from the 2000/01 
production year at 5 and 7 
percent higher than the 
1999/2000 the 1996/2000 
(five-year) averages, 
respectively. 
 
The national food balance 
sheet for June 1, 2001 to May 
31, 2002 indicates an overall 
stable food security situation, 
with a net deficit of only 
30,000 MT of food before 
imports.  However, 25 
percent of the country could 
face heightened food security 
conditions during this period.  
 

Figure 2: Food Production from the 2000/01 Production Year 
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FEWS NET/Tanzania 
Source of Data: Food Security Department, Dar es Salaam 
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The national food balance sheet 
for June 1, 2001 to May 31, 2002 
indicates an overall stable food 
security situation with a net deficit 
of only 30,000 MT of food, all 
obtained from domestic production 
(Figure 3).  With a margin of error 
of ± .5 percent, and considering 
that the private sector normally 
imports annually about 200,000 
MT of mainly wheat and rice, the 
country should have sufficient food 
in the country during the 
2001/2002 consumption year.   
 
Despite an overall satisfactory 
condition at the national level, the 
preliminary crop forecast report 
indicated that the food availability 
situation would remain difficult in 
parts of Arusha, Dodoma, 
Shinyanga, Singida, and Tabora 
Regions.  According to the report.  
On average, households in these 
regions are able to meet between 
61 and 88 percent of their food 
needs from local production.  Parts of these regions are experiencing a fifth consecutive poor 
food production season.  During the 2000/01 marketing year some of the population in these 
regions was under an EMOP (emergency food assistance) for part of the year.  The Food 
Security Information Team (FSIT) plans to conduct a food needs assessment beginning in mid-
July to determine the magnitude of food insecurity and determine what interventions, if any, are 
required. 
 
Conversely, five regions of Kagera, Mbeya, Mtwara, Rukwa, and Ruvuma are expected to 
produce a food surplus, particularly maize in the southern highlands.   
    

Figure 3: Total Food Production from the 
2000/01 Production Year 

 
 Equivalent (Metric Tons)
A.  Domestic Availability (A1+A2+A3+A4)                           8,102,080
 Farm Retention (A1)                                                                190,000
 Government Stocks (SGR) (A2)                                               40,000
 Commercial Stocks (A3)                                                          160,000
 Estimated 2000/01 Production (A4)                                     7,712,080

B.  Utilization (B1+B2)                                                             8,281,464
 Food and Other Uses (B1)                                                    8,131,464
 Replenish SGR (B2)                                                                150,000

C.1 Domestic Balance without SGR (A-B1)                               -29,384

C.2 Domestic Balance with SGR (A-(B1+B2))                        -179,384

D.  Anticipated Regular Commercial Imports                          240,000

E.  Anticipated Exports                                                              100,000

F.1 Balance with Net Imports without SGR (C.1+D- E)            110,616

F.2 Balance with Net Imports with SGR (C.2 +D -E)        -39,384

 
FEWS NET/Tanzania 
Source of Data: Food Security Department, Dar es Salaam  
 


