
 

 

Highlights 
Food availability and access are fairly satisfactory at household and market levels in most areas 
of Tanzania, although there are reports of diminishing household supplies in the highly food 
insecure districts. 
Prices of food staples in most markets stabilized in September compared to prices in August. In 
particular, maize prices in food insecure areas were generally lower than prices in September 
1999 and 1995-99 average prices, thus improving access to food staples for those who can still 
afford to buy. 
The national Strategic Grain Reserve (SGR) stood at 95,000 MT of maize, following local 
purchases of 35,000 MT in September. The SGR plans to purchase another 35,000 MT to raise 
the Reserves to 130,000 MT during the 2000/01market year. 
Continuing drought conditions that are diminishing pasture and water supplies for livestock 
could induce extensive migrations of livestock with consequences of increased food insecurity 
for livestock-dependent populations. Nevertheless, livestock conditions are still favorable and 
sales active. 
In September, the government launched a formal appeal to the donor community requesting 
food aid and emergency seeds to mitigate food insecurity of 1.3 million highly food insecure 
people in 33 districts in the 2000/01 market year. WFP is finalizing an emergency operation 
(EMOP) based on 42,000 MT of food, valued at approximately US$ 20 million, which will 
provide an avenue for donors to respond to the government’s appeal. Relief interventions will 
last 1-4 months, beginning in December. 
Meanwhile, the government released 20,000 MT of maize from the SGR in late September for 
distribution to the highly food insecure population. 
The response of private traders to the suspension of import duties on maize in early September 
has been slow. Traders are cautious about importing large quantities. Less than 10,000 MT of 
maize were imported by the end of the month. 
There are increasing probabilities of near-normal to below-normal and poorly distributed rainfall 
over the period of September through December 2000 for a large part of the bimodal rainfall 
areas of Lake Victoria and northern Tanzania which have a short rainy (vuli) season. The effect 
of below-normal vuli season rainfall would vary by area, according to the current food security 
situation and importance of the vuli season to crop production. 

1. Current Food Security Situation 

1.1. Food Availability and Access 

Final harvesting of crops ended in September in southern highlands, following the unimodal 
rainy season, and northern Tanzania, following the long rains (masika) season. The normal dry 
period over most of the country facilitated movement of food to various locations. In Dar es 
Salaam, for example, food supplies of dry products, such as cereals and pulses, and fresh 
commodities, like bananas, fruits and vegetables, came from the southern highlands and the 
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northern, central and eastern parts of the country. Reports from rural and urban markets 
indicated satisfactory availability of staples and other foods at household and market levels, 
although there are reports of diminishing supplies among households in the highly food-insecure 
districts. 
Analysis of food prices in selected markets indicates stable or lower prices in September 
compared to previous periods. Maize prices in reference markets stabilized in September 
compared to those of August but show a mixed picture when compared to September 1999 and 
1995-99 averages (Figure 1). 

Figure 1:  Average Wholesale Prices of Maize from Reference Markets (Tsh per 100 kg) 
 

FEWS NET/Tanzania; Source of Data: Marketing Development Bureau, Dar es Salaam 

There is an estimated marketable surplus of 350,000 MT of maize from the 1999/2000 -
production season in the southern highlands. However, the poor transportation system there 
(particularly in Rukwa Region) constrains the shipment of surplus maize to other regions. As a 
result of large accumulated supplies, September maize prices in Iringa, Mbeya and Rukwa 
markets fell below their levels in August, September 1999 and the five-year average by a range 
of 8-40 percent. Farmers in the southern highlands complain that current maize prices are not 
keeping up with increases in the cost of production, notably plowing and improved seed and 
fertilizers, which have gone up in price by as much as 30 percent this year. 
September food prices, particularly maize in markets in regions previously assessed to have 
high levels of food insecurity, were stable or below August prices, except in Dodoma where 
prices registered a 7 percent increase (Figure 2). These lower prices continue to provide access 
to food for households in deficit areas who can afford to buy, thus improving their food security 
status. Maize price trends in other monitored markets were mixed. 
By the end of September, the Strategic Grain Reserve (SGR) had purchased locally 35,000 MT 
of maize at competitive prices of Tsh 7,500 -11,000 per 100 kilograms. This constitutes 50 
percent of the planned purchase of 70,000 MT for the 2000/01 market year. These new supplies 
have brought total SGR stocks to 95,000 MT, about the same level with 1998/99 market year 
(93,479 MT) and 58 percent of the maximum amount ever stocked by SGR (164,192 MT) in the 
1992/93 market year. The government has released more funds to the SGR to continue 
purchases. 
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Figure 2:  Percent Changes in Maize Prices in Markets in Food Insecure Areas 
 

FEWS NET/Tanzania; Source of Data: Marketing Development Bureau, Dar es Salaam 

1.2. Pasture and Water Conditions and Livestock Prices 

Normally dry conditions in September, together with the accumulative effect of below average 
rainfall in previous seasons, continue to cause forage and water supplies for livestock to 
decline. Livestock experts from the key livestock areas in the country reported diminishing 
pasture and water supplies, which have caused greater movement of livestock within districts. 
Regardless of diminishing pasture, livestock conditions in most areas remained fair. Livestock 
prices at the Pugu reference market in Dar es Salaam increased in September by 42 and 30 
percent compared to the same period in 1999 and 1998, respectively (Figure3). 

Figure 3: Average Cattle Prices at Pugu, Dar es Salaam  
 

Source of Data: Marketing Development Bureau, Dar es Salaam 
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2. Responses to Food Insecure Populations 
In September, the government of Tanzania launched a formal appeal to the donor community 
for food aid and emergency seeds to help the 1.3 million people in 33 districts previously 
identified as highly food insecure. WFP is finalizing an EMOP, which will provide an avenue for 
donors to respond to the government’s appeal. Although distribution of relief food to the food 
insecure population was recommended to begin in November this year, it is unlikely that this 
distribution will begin as expected. After the EMOP has been finalized, it could probably take an 
additional month before food distributions begin, thereby extending the probable starting date to 
December 2000. This reduces relief food estimates by 33,000 MT (a ration of 2 months) from 
75,000 to 42,000 MT (Table 1), when holding the ending date fixed at March after the vuli 
harvest reaches market in January/February in bimodal rainfall regions and seasonal harvests 
in March in unimodal regions. The delays in this food aid distribution have undoubtedly caused 
hardships for food insecure households. 
In the meantime, in late September, the government of Tanzania released 20,000 MT of maize 
as relief food to the food insecure areas in the country. This amount is equivalent to nearly half 
of the needs for the December-March period and will provide immediate relief to the affected 
households until the EMOP operations begin. Government authorities in the targeted areas will 
manage the distribution of this maize. 

Table 1: Food Aid Needs by District and Region 
Starting October, November or December 2000 

Region District Total 
Population

Highly 
Food 

Insecure 
Population

Relief food 
Required 

Starting 
October (MT)

Relief food 
Required 

Starting 
November (MT) 

Relief food 
Required 

Starting 
December (MT)

ARUSHA Simanjiro 106,020 30,201 1,812 1,450 1,087
  Kiteto 146,049 15,195 912 729 547
  Hanang 181,321 41,899 2,514 2,011 1,508
  Ngorongoro 109,363 20,155 967 726 484
  Karatu 159,629 30,233 1,451 1,088 726
  Mbulu 235,276 36,099 1,733 1,300 866
  Monduli 180,590 68,634 4,118 2,471 1,647
Total  TOTAL 1,118,248 242,416 13,507 9,775 6,866
KILIMANJARO Same 185,600 19,837 2,073 714 476
  Rombo 107,225 59,346 2,849 2,136 1,424
  Mwanga 73,601 27,182 1,609 979 652
TOTAL   366,426 106,365 6,530 3,829 2,553
TABORA Igunga 221,094 11,832 568 426 284
  Nzega 392,934 33,105 1,589 1,192 795
  Tabora (R) 404,998 20,463 857 737 491
TOTAL   1,019,026 65,400 3,014 2,354 1,570
TANGA Lushoto 463,858 8,399 403 302 202
  Korogwe 266,932 11,225 539 404 269
TOTAL   730,790 19,624 942 706 471
IRINGA Iringa (R) 500,579 35,021 2,101 1,681 1,261
TOTAL   500,579 35,021 2,101 1,681 1,261
MOROGORO Ulanga 175,831 39,717 2,383 1,906 1,430
  Kilosa 455,244 28,697 1,722 1,377 1,033
TOTAL   631,075 68,414 4,105 3,284 2,463



 

 

Region District Total 
Population

Highly 
Food 

Insecure 
Population

Relief food 
Required 

Starting 
October (MT)

Relief food 
Required 

Starting 
November (MT) 

Relief food 
Required 

Starting 
December (MT)

MARA Bunda 458,545 73,982 2,663 1,776 888
  Musoma 401,088 101,120 3,640 2,427 1,213
TOTAL   859,633 175,102 6,304 4,202 2,101
MWANZA Misungwi 343,600 14,134 509 339 170
  Magu 424,420 97,412 3,507 2,338 1,169
TOTAL   768,020 111,546 4,016 2,677 1,339
DODOMA Dodoma (U) 274,200 45,294 3,261 2,718 2,174
  Dodoma (R) 472,900 28,609 2,060 1,717 1,373
  Kondoa 440,400 37,110 2,672 2,227 1,781
  Mpwapwa 244,000 42,675 3,073 2,560 2,048
TOTAL   1,431,500 153,688 11,066 9,221 7,377
SHINYANGA Meatu 198,027 53,289 3,837 3,197 2,558

  Shinyanga 
(R) 457,330 21,135 1,522 1,268 1,014

  Maswa 289,314 26,363 1,898 1,582 1,265
  Bariadi 504,789 62,627 4,509 3,758 3,006
TOTAL   1,449,460 163,413 11,766 9,805 7,844
SINGIDA Iramba 343,600 57,891 4,168 3,473 2,779
  Singida (R) 346,000 51,344 3,697 3,081 2,465
  Manyoni 188,650 45,959 3,781 2,758 2,206
TOTAL   878,250 155,194 11,646 9,312 7,449
GRAND 
TOTAL   9,753,007 1,296,185 74,997 56,847 41,293

Source: Rapid Vulnerability Assessment Report, September 2000 

The response of private traders has been slow to the government’s suspension of import duties 
on maize in early September. By end of September the private sector had imported only about 
10,000 MT of maize. When asked about this, traders admitted that their previous experience of 
importing and selling maize had been disappointing due to the limited purchasing power of 
consumers. Moreover, market uncertainties make them reluctant to import larger amounts. 
However, these traders indicated that they continue to assess the food supply situation in the 
country and might consider importing maize in the next several months. One commercial trader 
claims to be willing to import 20,000 MT of maize from South Africa. 
The FAO is putting together an emergency seed proposal for the food insecure populations. The 
total request is based on needs of 2,400 MT of various seeds valued at $3.8 million (including 
operational costs). Most of the seeds will be purchased locally. The FAO plans to distribute the 
seeds with emergency food aid as part of a single "package" by NGOs and community 
managed systems. Sweden, Ireland and Canada have already expressed an interest in 
supporting the program financially but no firm commitments have been made. 

3. Future Prospects for Food Security in the Country 
Two rainfall forecasts were released in September — one by the fourth Climate Outlook Forum 
for Southern Africa Region for October 2000 to March 2001 and the other, an update of the sixth 
Climate Outlook for October to December 2000 for the Greater Horn of Africa. Both predict 
increased probabilities of normal to below-normal and poorly distributed rainfall from September 
through December 2000 for a large part of northern Tanzania. The period October to December 



 

 

constitutes the short rainy (vuli) season in bimodal rainfall areas of Arusha, Coast/Dar es 
Salaam, Kagera, Kigoma, Kilimanjaro, Mara, Morogoro, Mwanza and Tanga Regions. 
The updated statement for the Greater Horn of Africa further noted that some of these areas 
have had consecutive poor rainfall for several seasons. This has consequently caused a 
continued decline in vuli season crop production and access to grazing and water for livestock. 
Figure 4, which shows vegetation conditions, as measured by the Normalized Difference 
Vegetation Index (NDVI), demonstrates evidence of declining vegetation over most parts of the 
country, compared to average for each respective dekad (10-day period). 

Figure 4: Normalized Differential Vegetation Index (NDVI) Difference from Average 
September 1-10 Vs Average September 11-20 Vs Average September 21-30 Vs Average 

 
Legend 

 

 
FEWS NET/Tanzania; Source: NASA 

If the updated seasonal forecast holds, the effect of a below-normal vuli season rainfall would 
vary by area, according to the importance of the vuli season crop production and current food 
security situation. 
First, to northern Tanzania and parts of Lake Victoria, it would mean a fourth consecutive poor 
vuli season, which would reduce availability and access to food for a season that contributes a 
sizeable portion of annual food supplies. Specific areas in Lushoto District (Tanga Region) and 
Rombo District (Kilimanjaro Region) derive over 70 percent of their annual food production from 
vuli season. Farmers in Mara and parts of Mwanza Region obtain 40-45 percent of their food 
from vuli season. 
Second, most areas in Arusha, Kilimanjaro, Mara, Morogoro, Mwanza and Tanga Regions 
would experience increased food insecurity, stemming from below average production in the 
1999/2000 vuli and masika seasons. Recent food needs assessments identified about 656,000 
people from different locations in these regions to be highly food insecure and requiring relief 
food until vuli season harvests in January/February 2000. Relief food needs were estimated on 
the premise of a recovery in the event of a good vuli harvest. However, a failed vuli season 
would worsen the food shortage, increase the numbers of food insecure people and extend the 
duration of food relief requirements. 



 

 

Third, a larger population of farmers in Kagera Region, who are currently highly food secure and 
derive over 80 percent of their annual food supply from the vuli season, could be vulnerable to 
food insecurity if the 2000/2001 vuli season performs poorly. 
Fourth, pastoralists and agropastoralists in Arusha, Kilimanjaro, Mara, Morogoro, Mwanza and 
Tanga Regions would also experience a fourth consecutive poor vuli season. Depending on the 
severity of declining pasture and water supplies, these groups might need to migrate greater 
distances or to unusual destinations, weakening their animals and putting their household food 
security in jeopardy. 
The agricultural season in the central and southern areas of Tanzania commences towards the 
end of the year. Below-normal rainfall before December would only delay the start of the season 
but is unlikely, alone, to reduce yields significantly. 


