
 

 

Highlights 
According to a Rapid Vulnerability Assessment report, released by the government of Tanzania 
(GoT) and the Tanzania Food Security Information Team (FSIT) in September 2000, 1.3 million 
people in 33 districts from 11 food insecure regions in the country are highly food insecure.  
These people need 75,000 MT of food aid for a period of 3-6 months from October 2000 to 
March 2001.  The report indicates further that 2,335 MT of seed will be needed beginning 
October to support the recovery of this food insecure population. 
The government of Tanzania plans to release 20,000 MT of maize from its Strategic Grain 
Reserves as food aid to food insecure populations and is expected to approach donors to 
request their support. 
The GoT has waived duties on maize imports from September to December to encourage 
private traders to import about 274,000 MT of maize to offset the country’s food deficit during 
the 2000/01 market year (June/May).  Meanwhile, the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
has started negotiations to import 70,000 MT of maize from Malawi. 
Access to markets and food prices will be key determinant to the food security of most 
households.  Most food prices remained stable between July and August this year and are 
generally lower than prices in August last year and the 1995-99 average. 
The National Meteorological Agency has forecast an early beginning and adequate distribution 
of the 2000/01 vuli season rains (October-December) in bimodal rainfall areas.  Good harvests 
from the vuli season could contribute an estimated 15-20% of the total national food production 
as soon as December, easing food security conditions in Tanzania. 

1. Current Food Security Status 
Completed harvests from the 1999/2000 production season (June/May) have improved food 
availability and access in the country but the food security outlook is mixed, reflecting the 
irregular pattern of rainfall distribution during the previous production season. 
Adequate rainfall during the 1999/2000 production season over the southern highlands of Iringa, 
Mbeya, Rukwa and Ruvuma Regions, southern coast regions of Lindi and Mtwara and western 
Tanzania regions of Kigoma and Kagera enabled farmers to produce sufficient food and some 
achieved a surplus.  Most households in these areas should have a stable food security 
situation, derived from production income (including the value of foods consumed at home) up 
to the next expected harvests.  An exception is Iringa District (Iringa Region) whose food 
production from the 1999/2000 season was below average, a factor placing the district among 
the 33 currently food insecure districts in the country. 
The effects of below-average and sporadic rainfall conditions caused extended drought to the 
1999/2000 vuli (short rains) and masika (long rains) seasons in bimodal rainfall areas and 
seasonal rainfall in unimodal rainfall areas with consequences of reduced harvests of food and 
cash crop. Together with poor harvests from three previous production seasons increased thee 
number of food insecure households in central regions of Dodoma, Singida and Tabora, 
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northern regions of Arusha, Kilimanjaro and Tanga and Lake Victoria regions of Mara, Mwanza 
and Shinyanga. 
Assessment teams comprised of staff from the government of Tanzania (GoT) and the Tanzania 
Food Security Information Team (FSIT) carried out a rapid assessment of vulnerability 
conditions in Tanzania during August to identify and locate food insecure households.  
Identification of food insecure households was done by combining rapid rural appraisal and food 
economy analysis techniques to measure wealth as a proxy for food access.  Wealth ranking 
was based on acreage planted, size of livestock holdings, market conditions, commodity prices 
and sustainability of current options available to obtain food and other non-food items.  These 
indicators were used to determine the percentages of food insecure populations, by district, to 
be targeted for food aid. 
The Rapid Vulnerability Assessment report, released in September 2000, revised upward the 
number of highly food insecure population for 200/2001 market year by 15 percent, from 1.1 
million people reported in the June 2000 Rapid Assessment Report, to 1.3 million people.  The 
total food aid requirement has also increased by 12 percent to 75,000 MT (Table 1), up by 9,000 
from 66,000 MT estimated by the June Rapid Assessment Report.  The number of food 
insecure districts increased from 32 to 33 districts after Ulanga District (Morogoro Region) was 
added. 
The Rapid Vulnerability Assessment report recommended that a full ration of 400g per person 
per day of relief food, based on WFP survival rations, be distributed for a period of 3-6 months 
beginning October 2000.  The duration and amount will vary from one district to another 
according the population and rainfall regime.  Bimodal rainfall areas with the opportunity from 
two harvests each year are recommended to get food for a shorter period than unimodal rainfall 
areas.  Harvesting in the bimodal rainfall regions normally occurs between January and 
February but unimodal rainfall areas normally do not begin to harvest until March. 

Table 1:  Food Aid Requirements by Region, Starting in October or November 2000 

 

Source: Rapid Vulnerability Assessment Report, September 2000 

However, given the necessary procedures to mobilize for an emergency operation, which could 
take up to six weeks before food distributions begin, gives the most probably scenario of food 
aid interventions to begin in November 2000.  Consequently, this reduces the food aid estimates 

REGION 
Total 

Population 

Highly Food 
Insecure 

Population

Percent Highly 
Food Insecure 

Population 

Relief Food 
required starting 

October (MT) 

Relief Food 
required starting 

November (MT)
ARUSHA 2,109,132 242,416 11 13,507 10,598
SHINYANGA 2,497,624 163,413 7 11,766 9,805
SINGIDA 1,001,250 155,194 16 11,646 9,705
DODOMA 1,654,500 153,688 9 11,066 9,221
KILIMANJARO 796,675 106,365 13 6,530 4,898
MARA 1,315,807 175,102 13 6,304 4,202
MOROGORO 1,680,589 68,414 4 4,105 3,284
MWANZA 2,340,683 111,546 5 4,016 2,677
TABORA 1,587,256 65,400 4 3,014 2,261
IRINGA 1,517,671 35,021 2 2,101 1,681
TANGA 1,642,474 19,624 1 942 706
TOTAL 18,143,661 1,296,185 7 74,997 59,039



 

 

by one month from 75,000 MT to 60,000 MT (Table 1).  Distribution procedures involve: 1) 
logistics of prepositioning food to district delivery points and scheduling food distribution 
activities at village levels; and 2) the process of resensitizing the selected distributing agency 
and community to the community based distribution process, which proved effective in previous 
food aid distributions. 
The Rapid Vulnerability Assessment report indicates further that poor harvests also means that 
food insecure households have a shortage of planting materials for 2000/2001 season.  About 
2,335 MT, comprising 1,465 MT of maize, 605 MT of sorghum and 265 MT of beans will be 
required to support the recovery of these households from continued food insecurity.  The report 
recommended that FAO and Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives supervise seed 
distributions, which should be carried out beginning October, particularly in bimodal rainfall 
areas. 

2. Responses to Food Insecure Populations 
The Assessment report has been submitted to senior authorities in the Government of 
Tanzania.  The government plans to release 20,000 MT of maize from the Strategic Grain 
Reserve (SGR) as food aid to food insecure populations and is expected to approach donors for 
their support in supplying the balance. 
The Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives intends to negotiate with a Malawian firm for the 
possible import of 70,000 MT of maize into Tanzania.  This maize would be used initially to 
increase Strategic Grain Reserve Stocks.  The Ministry reported that negotiations are still 
preliminary but are going on. 
Following a recommendation from the June Rapid Assessment Report that duties be waived on 
food imports, the Government of Tanzania has suspended maize import duties for three 
months, from September to December.  Suspension of duties is meant to encourage private 
traders to import about 274,000 MT of maize to offset the country’s food deficit during the 
2000/01 market year (June/July).  So far, there are no confirmed imports of maize by private 
traders following the waiver. 

3. Future Prospects of Food Security in the Country 
Areas with good harvests from the 1999/2000 production season should have sufficient food for 
the 2000/2001 market year.  Early harvests of annual crops in some areas in Kagera, Kigoma 
and Mbeya Regions are expected beginning in November whereas biennial and perennial crops 
in these and other regions are harvested continuously in throughout the year. 
However, in areas where production was poor, harvests might last only until October.  
Thereafter, most households will have to obtain their food supplies from the market, making 
food prices a key determinant of food access and food security.  Food aid is still required for the 
poorest who cannot afford to buy.  Relatively stable prices will increase access to food, provided 
there are price differences in market prices to encourage transport of food between locations. 
Most food prices remained stable between July and August this year and are generally lower 
than prices in August last year and the 1995-99 average (Marketing Development Bureau).  
Figure 1 shows the recent trends in wholesale prices of maize in the key markets of Arusha, Dar 
es Salaam, Mbeya and Shinyanga. 
The National Meteorological Agency has forecast an early start and adequate distribution of the 
2000/2001 vuli (short-season) rains in bimodal rainfall areas.  These rains are expected to begin 
in October and continue through December.  Therefore, there are promising prospects of a 



 

 

Figure 1: Wholesale Maize Prices in Key Markets in Tanzania 

Average Wholesale Price of Maize in Arusha Market
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Average Wholesale Price of Maize in Dar es Salaam Market
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Average Wholesale Price of Maize in Mbeya Market
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Average Wholesale Price of Maize in Shinyanga Market
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FEWS NET/Tanzania 
Source: Marketing Development Bureau   

good harvest, which could provide an estimated 15-20% of the total national food production, 
thus boosting food availability and access to the food insecure households.  Reports from local 
agricultural experts in Kagera Region indicate that farmers have begun land preparation and 
planting in parts of the region. 

4. The Most Food Insecure Areas – Arusha Region 
Detailed analysis indicates that Arusha Region has been the most affected, of all 11 regions 
investigated by the Rapid Vulnerability Assessment, by below-average production in the 
1999/2000 production year.  Food crop production in the region dropped by over 50 percent 
compared to five-year average and the 1998/99 production year, as indicated Table 2. 

Table 2:  Food Crop Production in Arusha Region by Crop Category 

Category 

Average 
1994/95-98/99 

(MT) 
1999/2000 

(MT)
1998/99 

(MT)
1999/2000   –

Avg (MT)
1999/2000

–1998/99 (MT)
1999/2000 – 

Avg (%) 
1999/2000 –
1998/99 (%)

Cereals 432 141 379 -291 -238 -67 -63
Pulses 90 35 105 -55 -70 -62 -67
Non-Cereals 116 82 81 -34 1 -29 2
Total 638 258 565 -380 -307 -60 -54
Source of Data: District Agricultural Offices, Arusha Region 



 

 

Eleven percent (242,000 people) of the estimated 2.1 million people in seven districts have 
been identified to be highly food insecure (Table 3).  These people are not able to meet their 
consumption needs.  They will be forced to reduce consumption and dispose of their productive 
assets, thereby undermining their future food security.  They need immediate food aid. 

Table 3:  Food Insecure Population in Arusha Region 
 Food Insecure 

Districts 
Total 

Population
Food Insecure 

Population
% of Food Insecure 

Population 
Relief Food 

Required (MT)
Regional Level  2,109,132 242,416 11 10,598 
 SIMANJIRO 106,020 30,201 28 1,450 
 KITETO 146,049 15,195 10 729 
 HANANG 181,321 41,899 23 2,011 
 NGORONGORO 109,363 20,155 18 726 
 KARATU 159,629 30,233 19  1,088 
 MBULU 235,276 36,099 15 1,300 
 MONDULI 180,590 68,634 38 3,294 

Source: Rapid Vulnerability Assessment, September 2000 

Arusha region has a wide variety of agro-ecological zones and production systems.  It has a 
bimodal rainfall pattern with the possibility of producing two crops per year.  Both the Rift Valley 
Highlands and the banana/coffee zones are the most significant agro-ecological zones.  These 
zones cover Arumeru, Arusha, Babati, Mbulu Karatu and Hanang Districts.  The natives of these 
areas are agropastoralists.  These areas are generally productive and grow a variety of crops 
but are nevertheless prone to cyclic periods of drought.  The drought during the 1999/2000 
production season followed a major severe drought in the 1996/97 production season where 
food production was very low compared to 1991/92-95/96 averages. The vuli season rains, 
which are normally expected in October to December, and masika rains from March to May 
were almost a total failure, causing a severe food production decline of up to 90 percent 
compared to previous season and a five-year averages (1995-1999). 
The Maasai Steppe is the second significant agro-ecological zone comprising of Monduli, 
Ngorongoro, Simanjiro and Kiteto Districts. It is comprised of pastoralists but who are increasing 
cultivation of supplementary crops.  These are the drier areas in the region.  Previous dry 
conditions have caused deterioration of pasture and drying of water points.  Extensive livestock 
migrations from normal to outside the region and drought-related livestock mortalities occurred 
in the 1996/97 season.  This season pasture conditions have begun to worsen and livestock 
migrations are concentrated within the region.  Good rains during the 2000/2001 vuli season 
could encourage regeneration of pasture and recharge water points, consequently arresting 
extensive migrations and livestock mortalities. 
Harvesting of wheat was the main agricultural activity going on in the fields in Hanang, Karatu 
and Mbulu Districts in August.  Land preparation and dry planting for 2000/2001 vuli season had 
started in the highlands of Mbulu Districts.  Within the region, migrations in search for pasture 
and water has also increased from in August compared to July. 
Both rural and urban markets are well supplied with food and prices are close to their five-year 
average.  However, livestock prices are decreasing in some areas.  For example the price of a 
mature bull in rural Ngorogoro District dropped by 31 percent between June and August (from 
Tsh 65,000 in June to Tsh 40,000 in August).  Short of trekking animals to take advantage of 
higher prices in Kenya, a risky business, a sharp decrease in livestock prices lowers the 
purchasing power of livestock dependent households and could increase food insecurity.  
Marketing of food from surplus to deficit regions, as well as food distributions, will be key in 
ensuring adequate access in food insecure areas. 


