
Famine Early
Warning Systems
Network Southern Sudan

USAID/FEWS NET 
P. O. BOX 66613, Nairobi, Kenya 

Telephone: 350523/4/5* Fax: 750839 * E-mail: jomoro@fews.net 
 

Food Security Update – December 4, 2001 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Highlights 
 

Food availability and access
options in most secure locations
in southern Sudan are currently
good. However, insecurity and its
related consequences is limiting
or precluding access to most of
the available food options in parts
of Bahr-el-Ghazal Region.

Heavier than normal seasonal
rains were experienced in the
southern part of the country
during November. If this
continues, it may have mixed
consequences for the second
cropping season in progress in
these areas. The northern parts
remained characteristically dry.

Relief needs, for both food and
non-food items, remain certain for
the displaced populations in Bahr-
el-Ghazal, Lakes and Upper Nile
Regions. Residents of insecurity
prone areas of Eastern Equatoria
Region remain equally
vulnerable.

1. Overview of Current Food Security 
Status 

The food surplus areas of Western Equatoria
Region continue to enjoy relative food security. The
stability in this region can facilitate the expansion of
income-earning and service provision opportunities.
However, this has not been the case because of poor
infrastructure and market linkages. A major
challenge therefore is how to shift the food
surpluses from here to the deficit areas in other
regions, especially Bahr-el-Ghazal and Upper Nile
Regions.

Other areas in southern Sudan remain food secure
given the recent harvests and improvement in
access to other food options. However, insecurity
and intensified bombing by the Government of
Sudan (GoS) forces is precluding or limiting access
to the various local markets and other food sources
in parts of Bahr-el-Ghazal Region.

During November, a one day rapid assessment by
the WFP/Technical Support Unit (TSU) in Awoda
Payam, Raga County in Bahr-el-Ghazal Region
revealed new internally displaced persons (IDPs).
These were displaced following the GoS recapture
of Raga and all other towns along the Raga-Wau
road. The unit estimated about 16,000 new IDPs by
the second week of November. They lacked food
and basic amenities. Urgent food aid was
recommended which has since been distributed by
WFP. The IDPs remain food insecure and will need
continued food and non-food assistance. Figure 1
depicts the current food security situation in
southern Sudan.
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2. National Trends Affecting Parts of Southern Sudan 
 
2.1 Conflict and Insecurity Issues 

Insecurity because of GoS bombing of civilian targets continued in Bahr-el-Ghazal Region
during November. These incidents resulted in population displacements, limiting populations’
mobility and precluding access to food sources. Personal insecurity remains one of the major
determinants of food insecurity in southern Sudan, as it has for some time.

Given the incidents
of the last two
months, it is highly
likely that the dry-
season offensive by
the government
forces may intensify
as they try to capture
strategic locations
especially in Bahr-
el-Ghazal and Upper
Nile Regions. The
opposition forces
may try to recapture
or liberate new areas
and the activities of
both sides may lead
to renewed
population
displacements. So
far, there are no
indications of
insecurity abating in
the coming year.
The likelihood of
more population
displacements,
increased vulnerability to food insecurity, disease and deteriorating livelihoods is high.
Intensification of on-going peace initiatives and possible donor pressure may go along way in
averting the deterioration in living conditions.

2.2 Agro-climatic Conditions 

The rains are subsiding in southern Sudan as the rainy season nears its end. However, during
November, heavier than normal seasonal rains was experienced in parts of the Equatoria and
Jonglei Regions (Figure 2). Field reports indicate rains throughout the month in Yambio,
Western Equatoria Region. Pochalla (Jonglei Region) and Narus (Eastern Equatoria Region) also
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reportedly received uncharacteristically heavy rains. This led to localized wet conditions in the
affected areas, with flooding and water logging in parts of Pochalla County. Most of the northern
parts remained characteristically dry during the month.

The continuing rains have sustained good moisture and pasture conditions over most of southern
Sudan. Vegetative conditions in the third dekad of November as depicted by the Normalized
Difference Vegetative Index (NDVI), indicate well above average conditions in the pastoral
areas of Kapoeta County. This should augur well for livestock production before the dry season
peaks in February/March 2002.

However, the heavy rains may have mixed consequences on the second cropping season in
progress in the Equatoria and Jonglei Regions. Already, there are reports of water logging
affecting the second season sorghum in parts of the Jonglei Region.

2.3 Crop Production 

The second season is in progress in the Equatoria and Jonglei Regions. Long-term crop varieties
are still in the fields in the Lakes Region. Reports from the FAO/Crop Production unit indicate
that the second season finger millet and sorghum crops are less promising compared to the first.
The edible long horned grasshoppers have attacked these crops and the destruction is reportedly
continuing. Equally affected is the rice. Maize and groundnuts are however expected to do well.

In the Jonglei Region, the continuing heavy rains in Pochalla County have resulted in water
logging of the sorghum fields in Akilla and Adongo Payams. Consequently, the FAO office
reports that farmers are anticipating reduced sorghum yields early next year. This may not
necessarily affect the contribution of cereals to the diet as the first season maize crop did quite
well.

In the Lakes Region, flooding in parts of Tonj County has negatively affected crop production
this year. The long-term sorghum and bulrush millet are still in the fields but reduced yields are
anticipated. The long-term sorghum is reportedly in the flowering stage.
 
2.4 Livestock Production 

Figure 2: Metoesat Rainfall Estimates for Southern Sudan, November 2001
Estimated Rainfall Normal Rainfall Difference From Normalf

FEWS NET/Southern Sudan
Source of Data: NOAA
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Pasture conditions are currently good in southern Sudan. This continues to improve livestock
body conditions, which the FAO/Livestock office notes as generally good. Consequently, milk
production remains high and is reaching a seasonal peak. However, the livestock office also
reports high livestock mortality because of anthrax and black quarter outbreaks in Luanyaker
(Gogrial County, Bahr-el-Ghazal Region) and Athooc (Bor County, Jonglei Region). Flooding in
Bor County is reportedly precluding access to pasture and may exacerbate the spread of livestock
diseases.

2.5 Cereal Prices 
 
Cereal prices continue to decline in Western Equatoria markets and remain comparable to a
similar time last year when the region also realized surpluses. While cereal prices in the other
regions are declining as well, extraordinary price differences exist between these regions and
Western Equatoria, highlighting the variations in cereal availability, weak entrepreneurial
networks and poor market linkages. The prices in the other regions, especially Bahr-el-Ghazal,
remain extremely high.

The availability of cereals has also facilitated the improvement in livestock prices, which are
now gradually increasing.
 
2.6 Health and Nutrition 
 
The nutrition situation in southern Sudan is currently stable and malnutrition levels within
acceptable limits. This follows the recent harvests and increased availability and access to other
food options.

However, a survey conducted by Tearfund from October 24th – November 1st in parts of Aweil
East County depicts high malnutrition. The global and severe malnutrition rates (using weight for
height z-scores) were about 19 and 1.6 percent respectively. As the general food security
situation in the county has improved since, there should be an improvement in the nutritional
situation of the populations. Tearfund notes that the nutritional programme in the county has
been on going for some time. This may encourage dependency and it was therefore time to halt
it. However, the agency will retain some presence in the county to closely monitor the situation
and respond should the need arise.
 
2.7 Relief Needs in 2002 

Relief needs, for both food and non-food items, will be required for the displaced populations in
Bahr-el-Ghazal, Upper Nile and Lakes Regions. The same applies to populations in Eastern
Equatoria Region affected by insecurity. The WFP/TSU is currently finalizing the analysis and
reporting of the results of the Annual Needs Assessment. These will outline estimates of food
needs for 2002 in the affected locations.


