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Food Security Update – September 10, 2001 
 
Highlights 
 
§ During August, above-normal rains fell in southern parts of Bahr-el-Ghazal, central Equatoria, 

northern parts of Lakes, parts of Upper Nile, and Jonglei Regions.  These heavy rains are already 
causing seasonal flooding in low-lying areas of Upper Nile Region along the Sobat River.  With a 
forecast of near-normal to above-normal rains in southern Sudan during the September-December 
period, flooding is likely to intensify.  This will cause waterlogging and damage late-planted crops 
that are due for harvesting in September/October in Upper Nile and Bahr-el-Ghazal Regions.  The 
rains are also likely to hamper humanitarian assistance, given the poorly drained soils that render 
roads impassable and airstrips unlandable.  River levels that rise too high will make it harder to obtain 
fish, currently an exploitable food source. 

  
§ Admissions to feeding centers are declining, probably a sign of improving food access following the 

harvest.  Nutrition NGOs plan to close some of their feeding centers should the downward trend 
continue.  However, high malnutrition rates among under-fives in Aweil South County are 
worrisome.  A joint nutrition survey by TearFund and Action Against Hunger (USA) during the 
month revealed a high global acute malnutrition rate of 21.9 percent and a severe acute malnutrition 
rate of 3.1 percent (using weight-for-height z-scores).  WFP has responded to the situation by 
increasing ration sizes from 25 to 50 percent of full levels.  Inadequate health services delivery is also 
linked to the high rates.  To help stem malnutrition in children in Aweil South, nutrition NGOs need 
to collaborate with health NGOs to reestablish the primary health care systems. . 

 
§ Food availability is gradually improving in southern Sudan given the incoming harvests.  However, 

grain supply is limited in parts of Bahr-el-Ghazal and Upper Nile Regions where harvesting has not 
yet begun.  Despite the availability of other food options such as fish, vegetables and wild foods, food 
insecurity remains a threat in the Aweil Counties (Bahr-el-Ghazal), Leech State and Ruweng County 
(Upper Nile), and Kapoeta County (Eastern Equatoria).  In addition to harvest status, other factors 
influencing current food security conditions include civil insecurity and poor access for humanitarian 
relief deliveries. 

 
§ The status of agricultural production remains varied across southern Sudan, but the crop outlook is 

generally good.  Western Equatoria and parts of Eastern Equatoria report favorable yields and parts of 
Bahr-el-Ghazal expect a good and healthy sorghum crop.  However, crop damage as a result of early 
season drought or too much rain during the critical flowering stage has been reported in Eastern 
Equatoria and parts of Upper Nile Regions.  Harvest assessments by NGOs and the WFP/FAO Crop 
and Food Supply Assessment Mission scheduled for October/November should provide quantitative 
estimates of crop yields in various locations and in southern Sudan as a whole.   
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1. Overview of Current Food-Security Status 
 
Food availability is gradually improving in southern Sudan with the incoming harvests, thus mitigating 
food insecurity in a number of locations.  The continuing rains have filled up seasonal rivers, making fish 
an exploitable food source once again.  Field reports indicate that wild foods are increasingly available 
while green vegetables are in abundance.  Grain supplies, however, remain limited in parts of Bahr-el-
Ghazal and Upper Nile Regions, where harvesting is yet to begin. 
 
Despite availability of these food options, food insecurity remains a threat, especially in the Aweil 
Counties of Bahr-el-Ghazal, Leech State, and Ruweng County in Upper Nile Region, and Kapoeta 
County in Eastern 
Equatoria Region 
(Figure 1).  Harvest 
status is a major 
factor determining 
current food 
security in these 
areas; other factors 
include conflict and 
insecurity, large 
numbers of 
displaced people, 
and lack of access 
due to poor roads 
and airstrips 
occasioned by the 
heavy rains that 
interfere with food 
aid distributions.  
Moderately food 
insecure 
counties/states 
include Phou and 
Latjor States (Upper 
Nile Region); Twic, 
Wau, and Gogrial (Bahr-el-Ghazal Region); Bieh (Jonglei Region); and Budi (Eastern Equatoria Region).  
People in the surplus-producing counties of Western Equatoria Region remain food secure; Bor County in 
Jonglei and the Lakes Region are also food secure, but include pockets that are food insecure.  
 
 
2. National Trends Affecting Parts of Southern Sudan 
 
2.1 Agroclimatic Conditions 
 
2.1.1. Rains During August 
 
Heavy rains normally fall in the western half of southern Sudan during August.  Parts of Upper Nile and 
Jonglei Regions also receive heavy rains especially during the second and third dekads of the month.  The 
remaining eastern half of southern Sudan normally receives moderate to light rains.  This August, heavy 

Figure 1: Current Food Security Status in Southern Sudan, August 2001 

 FEWS NET/Southern Sudan 
Source of Information: WFP/TSU, NGOs 
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seasonal rains were experienced in the western half, as expected, with locations in the southern part of 
Bahr-el-Ghazal, and Lakes Regions receiving well above normal precipitation during the first and third 
dekads of the month. 
 

Satellite imagery indicates above-normal rainfall in southern parts of Bahr-el-Ghazal, central Equatoria, 
northern parts of Lakes, parts of Upper Nile, and Jonglei Regions (Figure 2).  With the anticipated near-
normal to above-normal rains in southern Sudan during the September-December period (section 2.1.2.), 
flooding that is already reported in low-lying areas of Upper Nile Region is likely to intensify.  This may 
cause waterlogging and damage late-planted crops due for harvesting in September/October. 
 
2.1.2. Rainfall Forecast for September to December 2001  
 
The eighth Greater Horn of Africa Climate Outlook Forum was held in Jinja, Uganda in late August for 
national and international meteorologists to reach a consensus on the regional weather forecast for the 
period, September-December 2001.  According to the consensus forecast, there is a high probability of 
near-normal to above-normal rains over southern Sudan.   
 
These rains will be useful for the second season (June-December) crop planted in parts of Equatoria and 
Upper Nile Regions and a boon for the long-maturing sorghum varieties still in the field.  However, 
above-normal rains make extensive flooding inevitable, especially in flood-prone Upper Nile and Bahr-el-
Ghazal Regions.  Flooding is already being reported in Zeraf Island (Upper Nile Region) and other areas 
along the Sobat River where waterlogging has damaged the main sorghum crop grown in the lowlands.  
In addition, if river levels rise too high, this will decrease fish availability as most people practice spear 
fishing that is only possible in shallow waters.  Too much rain is also bound to interfere with 
humanitarian assistance as roads become impassable and airstrips unlandable.  
 
2.2. Crop Production 
 
Harvesting was the main agricultural activity during August.  Harvesting of the first season maize and 
groundnut crop in Maridi County, Western Equatoria Region, ended during August and has ended or is 
about to end in other locations in the region.  Harvesting is also ongoing in the other regions but is yet to 
commence in locations in Bahr-el-Ghazal and Upper Nile Regions, where insecurity and population 
displacements delayed planting earlier in the season.   
 

Figure 2: Meteosat Rainfall Estimates for Southern Sudan, August 2001 
Estimated Rainfall: August 2001 Normal Rainfall: August Difference From Normal 

 FEWS NET/Southern Sudan 
Source of Data: NOAA 
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This year has witnessed an increase in crop diversification, with farmers having planted a variety of 
vegetables, long- and short-cycle sorghum, maize and cassava, and pulses and rice.  Coffee has been 
planted in parts of Maridi County.  This diversity should ensure some level of food availability in the 
event that the major cereal crops fail. 
   
The status of agricultural production remains varied across southern Sudan depending on the date of onset 
and intensity of the rains, but the crop outlook is generally good.  However, a few locations have reported 
crop damage from too much rain at critical stages during growth or early season drought, have been 
received from, mainly in Eastern Equatoria and Upper Nile Regions.  In Narus, Eastern Equatoria Region, 
FAO notes that most households have cultivated less than 1.5 feddans (about 0.63 hectares) this year 
because they lacked adequate seeds and enough labor to fence the farms to keep off animals.  The 
sorghum crop, in particular, was damaged during the flowering stage due to too much rain.  
Consequently, sorghum yields will be low.  In contrast, Ikotos, Isoke, and Chukudum locations in the 
same region have realized higher yields this year than last year as a result of favorable but not excessive 
rains.   
 
In Maridi, Western Equatoria Region, maize yie lds are favorable, while those of groundnuts, affected by 
rosette, are low.  Rice is also doing well and should rains continue as forecast, high yields will be 
realized.  Good crop yields are also being reported from other counties in Western Equatoria Region.  
Cassava harvesting and second-season planting of Serena sorghum, pulses, maize, and groundnuts 
continues. 
 
In Bahr-el-Ghazal Region, field reports indicate healthy-looking heads of sorghum in Aweil West 
County.  The FAO office notes that the crop situation this year is better than last year’s.  Long-maturing 
sorghum and maize varieties are in the flowering stage in Malualkon, Aweil East County and its 
neighboring locations, as well as several other locations in the region.  Harvest assessments by NGOs and 
the WFP/FAO Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission scheduled for October/November should 
provide quantitative estimates of crop yields in various locations and in southern Sudan as a whole. 
 
2.3. Livestock Production 
 
Livestock health conditions across southern Sudan are generally good, given the abundant pasture and 
water resources.  FAO/livestock office reports that no major disease outbreaks have been reported except 
in Aweil West County, where mange has reportedly killed many goats.  The office has intervened by 
sending in a veterinarian trained in the preparation of castor leaf extract, an effective treatment for mange.  
Reports also indicate that liver fluke infection rates are likely to rise in flooded locations such as in Zeraf 
Island, Phou State, Upper Nile Region.  The FAO livestock office notes that calves are most at risk, and 
livestock mortality rates could be high if sufficient anti-fluke drugs are not made available by NGOs for 
purchase.  Given the likelihood of flooding in other low-lying areas of Bahr-el-Ghazal and Upper Nile 
Regions, the FAO/Livestock office, in collaboration with the livestock NGOs, needs to ensure that these 
drugs are available for purchase by livestock owners.  
 
Milk production is currently high, further enhancing the overall food security of households.   
 
2.4. Markets and Prices 
  
Access to cereals in the markets is gradually improving as a result of the incoming harvests.  
Consequently, in Maridi County, Western Equatoria Region, cereal prices have started to decline after 
holding stable over the last three months.  But despite the decline, the prices remain double the level 
around this time last year, probably reflecting a decrease in crop production.  In August 2001, a tin of 
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maize (about 15 kg) was retailing for 2,000 Uganda shillings (Ushs) compared with Ushs 1,000 in August 
2000.  The continued inability to sell surplus crops due to poor market linkages could discourage farmers 
in Maridi, as in other areas of Western Equatoria, from increasing production. 
 
In Katigiri, Juba County, Eastern Equatoria Region, cereal prices continue to rise and remain higher than 
this time last year.  The increase in prices can be attributed to the low quantities available for sale as 
people are still harvesting and few crops have reached the market.  Cereal market prices in main markets 
in Bahr-el-Ghazal Region also continue to rise due to the low supply and increased demand.  Prices are 
expected to peak in September when most of the harvesting is finalized.   
 
2.5. Health and Nutrition 
 
Admissions to feeding centers are on a downward trend, probably a sign of improving food security.  
Consequently, World Vision International (WVI) closed its therapeutic feeding center (TFC) in Waat 
(Bieh State, Upper Nile Region), Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) France planned to close its TFC in 
Akuem (Aweil East County, Bahr-el-Ghazal Region) by the end of August, and MSF–Belgium plans to 
phase out its TFC in Ajiep (Gogrial County, Bahr-el-Ghazal Region) in September if admissions continue 
to decrease. 
 
However, the nutrition situation of children under five in Aweil South County is of concern.  A nutrition 
survey conducted from July 29-August 11 by TearFund and Action Against Hunger (USA) revealed a 
global acute malnutrition rate of 21.9 percent and severe acute malnutrition rate of 3.1 percent (using 
weight-for-height z-scores).  These high malnutrition rates are attributed to a combination of low 
household food stocks following poor harvests last year, an extended hunger period as harvesting is not 
expected to begin until September instead of August as usual, and inadequate health services delivery 
since 1999, when MSF-Holland closed its nutrition and health programs.  TearFund and Action Against 
Hunger have recommended either blanket feeding for children under age five (provided resources are 
available) or targeted supplementary feeding for children.  It has also been recommended that any health-
sector NGO with the available resources reestablish the primary health care system to treat prevalent 
diseases such as malaria, diarrhea, and acute respiratory infections that further weaken malnourished 
people. .   
 
WFP has already responded to the Aweil South situation by increasing food ration sizes for the general 
population from 25 to 50 percent.  Nutrit ion and health agencies need to collaborate to provide ample 
food and medical resources and personnel that will stem further deterioration in the nutritional situation.   
 
 
3. Ongoing Food Aid Interventions 
 
During August, WFP distributed 3,683MT of food in Southern Sudan, 78 percent of the planned level of 
4,701MT.  In Eastern Equatoria Region, only 25 percent of the planned beneficiaries were reached with 
36 percent of the planned food.  WFP reports that this was mainly due to heavy rains and flooding from a 
seasonal river that worsened road conditions and delayed deliveries.  In Bahr-el-Ghazal, Lakes and 
Jonglei Regions, WFP distributions exceeded planned levels to meet the needs of additional IDPs in these 
areas.  As of the end of August, WFP had distributed about 67 percent of the 57,779 MT of food planned 
for the January-August period in its Emergency Operation (EMOP).  Despite the apparent shortfall in 
distributions, current needs in accessible locations seem to be met, relieving food insecurity.  
 
With the ongoing harvest, food aid agencies are implementing ration cuts.  WFP’s planned food deliveries 
for September have fallen to 1,385MT, just 29 percent of planned levels in August.  Catholic Relief 
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Services has cut rations in the IDP camps it manages in Nimule, Labone, New Cush, and Ikotos (Eastern 
Equatoria Region).  The WFP-led Annual Needs Assessment that has already begun will help establish 
actual food needs until the end of the year and provide estimates for 2002. 
 
 


