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According to FAO, maize production accounts for 90% of total coarse
grain production in southern Africa, making it by far the most important
crop at the regional level.  This year’s drop in regional maize production
by 23% compared to last year, representing over 4½ million metric tonnes,
could be cause for serious concern.  However, production levels alone do
not necessarily put households or countries at risk of food insecurity.
There are many other factors that must be considered.

One important factor is the current level of available maize stocks.  Grain stocks are typically
held in reserve by government, the private sector and by farmers themselves.  Last year’s
relatively good production resulted in aggregate opening stock levels this year to be almost
one-third higher than a year ago.  This will help mitigate the drop in production, especially in
those countries where stock levels are high.  Of course most countries will not run down their
stocks, so the desired closing stock levels must also be factored into the total cereal
requirements.   The figure above illustrates how the gap between production levels and
consumption requirements is narrowed from 18% to 3% when stocks are considered.

To assess the food security implications of a drop in maize production, it is also necessary to
understand the role that maize plays in people’s diet.  The importance of maize in local diets
varies significantly between countries.  In Zambia, Malawi and Swaziland, maize typically
provides over 60% of total caloric intake, so that even a relatively small drop in maize production
could have a relatively substantial effect on food security, particularly for poor households.  In
contrast, countries like Namibia and South Africa, where maize contributes less than 25% of the
diet, the impact of reduced production will not be as great.

With above average rains towards the end of the rainfall season
throughout much of the region, current pasture and livestock condi-
tions are reported to be good and above average in most areas.  In
some parts of Tanzania, pasture is drying faster than normal, which
could eventually lead to overgrazing or abnormal migrations.  No
serious livestock disease outbreaks are reported.

No unusual or sharp increases of livestock sales have been reported.
Such sales could signal food shortages, as poor households are
forced to sell off assets in order to buy food.

LIVESTOCK AND PASTURE IN GOOD CONDITION IN MOST PARTS OF SADC
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SADC MAIZE CONSUMPTION

SOUTHERN AFRICA MAIZE PRODUCTION LOWEST IN SIX YEARS
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MAIZE PRODUCTION , STOCKS AND CONSUMPTION IN SADC

2000/01 MAIZE PRODUCTION , AS OF 23 JULY 2001

 

2000/1Maize
Production
(000MT)

Change from
Previous

Year

Change from
Past 5-Year

Average

Angola 429 á   9% á   2%

Botswana 2 â 78% â 80%

Lesotho 103 â   4% â 15%

Malawi 1,713 â 32% â 16%

Mozambique 1,143 á 12% á   7%

Namibia 19 â 61% â 38%

RSA 7,226 â 33% â 22%

Swaziland 73 á   3% â 31%

Tanzania 2,616 á 30% á   8%

Zambia 802 â 39% â 24%

Zimbabwe 1,476 â 28% â 25%

SADC 15,294 â  23% â    15%
Source:  SADC REWU, July 2001.  This analysis excludes
the Seychelles and Mauritius as they are not cereal
producers and are able to meet import requirements, and
the DRC.
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Source: UNHCR, July 2001.
Figures for DRC and Tanzania
are
as of 1 January 2001, all other
countries are as of 1 May 2001.

SADC REFUGEE POPULATION

TOTAL REFUGEES = 1,348,605

Refugees and internally displaced people (IDPs) are amongst those most vulnerable to food insecurity in
the SADC region.  At the beginning of 2001, UNHCR reported that there were some 3.6 million refugees in
Africa, of which almost one-quarter were from Angola and the DRC.  Almost 40% of all African refugees
are hosted in SADC countries.  Almost 94% of the refugees in the SADC region are in Tanzania, DRC and
Zambia.  Most refugees in southern Africa are from Angola and the DRC, although there are substantial
numbers from Burundi and Rwanda, especially in Tanzania.  According to UNHCR, the number of refugees
in southern Africa is increasing, as conflict continues in the DRC, Angola and the Great Lakes region.

In addition to refugees, UNHCR reports that Angola has the highest rate of internal displacement in all of
Africa with some 3.8 million people affected, representing almost one-third of the total population in
Angola.  The UN estimated approximately 1.8 million IDPs in the DRC, many of whom are hiding in areas
of conflict and cannot be reached by humanitarian assistance.

At present in the SADC
region, WFP food assistance is being provided to two groups
of food insecure populations – those affected by conflict
(which includes both refugees and IDPs), and flood-affected
households in Mozambique and Malawi.

As of 1 June 2001, WFP reported eight operational programs
in six SADC countries.  Three of these are Protracted Relief
and Recovery Operations, and the rest are Emergency Opera-
tions.  Three on-going operations provide food to war-
affected people inside the DRC and Angola (primarily IDPs).
All of these operations are constrained by substantive short-
falls of food aid contributions by donors.  WFP also operates
three feeding programs for refugees in Namibia and Zambia,
which at present have received contributions meeting at least
two-thirds of the food aid needs.  Refugees in Tanzania
benefit from the Great Lakes regional operations. Emergency
Operations for those affected by flooding earlier in the year
are still on-going in Malawi and Mozambique.    A little more
than half of the food aid needs have been met in Malawi,
while Mozambique has received 100% of requirements.

WFP reports two operational programs in Madagascar, one
to assist cyclone-affected households and the other for
drought-affected households.  As of 1 June 2001, neither of
these operations had received donor support.

ZAMBIA:  During July, government issued an
appeal to donors to assist as many as 2 million
people affected by either heavy rains or dry
conditions.  Although government has not yet
released official production estimates, as much
as 98,000 MT of food aid could be required.

ZIMBABWE:  Government has acknowledged a food
deficit, and is planning to import some 544,000 MT
of maize despite shortages of foreign exchange.
Private trade in maize and wheat has been outlawed.
The urban poor and farm workers are most vulner-
able.  No appeal for assistance has been issued.

SOUTH AFRICA:  In response to an expected
regional cereal deficit, maize future prices have
risen sharply and are now 48% higher than one
year ago. This could affect conditions in neigh--
boring countries that experienced poor produc-
tion, and depend on South African imports.

TANZANIA:  While national food supplies appear
adequate, there is growing concern over localized
areas, particularly in parts of the northern, central
and lake areas, where some farmers have been adver-
sely affected by five consecutive poor seasons.   An
inter-agency assessment is planned.
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REFUGEES AND INTERNALLY DISPLACED PEOPLE:  THE FOOD INSECURE IN SADC

CURRENT FOOD AID ACTIVITIES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

FOOD SECURITY OUTLOOK:  AREAS OF POSSIBLE CONCERN
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Mozambique (EO)
flood-affected

Angola (PRRO)
war-affected

DRC (EO)
war-affected

DRC (PRRO)
war-affected

Namibia (EO)
refugees

Zambia (EO)
refugees

Zambia (PRRO)
refugees

Malawi (EO)
flood-affected

BENEFICIARIES:   150,000
FOOD NEEDS (MT): 8,234

BENEFICIARIES:   1,040,000
FOOD NEEDS (MT): 160,000

BENEFICIARIES:  350,000
FOOD NEEDS (MT): 1,737

BENEFICIARIES:  1,419,910
FOOD NEEDS (MT):  56,805

BENEFICIARIES:    19,500
FOOD NEEDS (MT): 3,886

BENEFICIARIES:    38,000
FOOD NEEDS (MT): 6,302

BENEFICIARIES:    46,000
FOOD NEEDS (MT): 7,582

BENEFICIARIES:  208,000
FOOD NEEDS (MT): 8,822

Contributions as of 1 June 2001

Food Needs Shortfall

EO:  Emergency Operation

PRRO:  Protracted Relief and
Recovery Operation

Madagascar (EO)
cyclone-affected

BENEFICIARIES: 129,000
FOOD NEEDS (MT):   791

Madagascar (EO)
drought-affected

BENEFICIARIES:    97,500
FOOD NEEDS (MT): 1,250

Source: WFP, 1 June 2001

CURRENT WFP FOOD AID OPERATIONS, THROUGH 2001
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