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SOUTHERN AFRICA REGIONAL FLOODING AND INUNDATION, AS OF MID-MARCH 2001 

In Zambia, localized heavy rains continue to fall, and 
much of the country is still covered by floodwaters.  
Further assessments are required to accurately 
assess the number of affected people and 
the extent of damage.  However, access 
remains difficult due to wet conditions,  
and most assessments will have to wait 
until mid-May, when the rains stop and  
access improves.  To-date, government  
has made no           official appeal for  
donor funding                   or assistance. 

Although rainfall has eased 
somewhat in flood-affected 
parts of Mozambique, upstream 
rains in neighboring countries, 
high dam levels, and the fore-
cast for more rain cause con-
tinued concern.  While the Buzi 
and Save River levels are report-
edly down, the Pungue and most 
of the lower Zambezi are still 
high.  So far, some 563,000 
people have been affected, with 
about 281,500 displaced people 
dispersed in 125 formal and in-
formal accommodation centers.  
According to UN OCHA, as of 19 
March, WFP had distributed 
1,682MT of food to 121,000 
people.  Poor access continues 
to constrain relief efforts.  
Recent aerial surveys have 
revealed isolated groups of 
people in need of assistance. 

Source:  Compiled from various sources by FEWS Net, SADC RRSU, and USGS 

The latest reports from 
Zimbabwe indicate that 
some 21,400 people have 
been affected by flooding 
in the worse affected districts 
of Guruve and Muzarabani along  
the Zambezi River in the north of  
the country.  Additional central and  
southern parts of the country have also 
been affected by heavy rains, flash floods  
and waterlogging.  The government, private 
sector and NGOs have provided assistance, but  
more is needed.  Government has reportedly ap-
pealed for US$550,000 to repair infrastructure. 
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With continued rainfall, parts of southern Malawi reportedly re-
main submerged, limiting humanitarian access to the most ser-
iously affected areas.  Additional flooding has been reported in   
      central areas.  The UN reports that 335,000 people have  
              been affected by flooding since February.  Poor co- 
                       ordination  of response efforts remains a major  
                                     problem.   Donors have so far provided  
                                        almost US$275,000 in response to gov- 
                                         government’s appeal for  
                                         US$6.7 million. 
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SADC AND FAO FORECAST DROP IN MAIZE PRODUCTION IN MOST COUNTRIES 
 

The SADC REWU and FAO GIEWS have released separate reports, both forecasting reduced cereal production in most southern African countries compared 
to last year.  The main factors include poor and unevenly distributed rainfall, leading to drought conditions in some areas, and flooding and waterlogging in 
others.  Although rainfall conditions improved by mid-February in many drier areas, these may have arrived too late in the season to meaningfully improve 
production prospects.  Reduced area under production due to economic conditions in some countries will also affect maize production.  Final production levels 
in most countries are highly dependent on rainfall performance in the weeks ahead, through the end of the season.   

ANGOLA 

Continued civil unrest has led to a reduction in 
the area planted.  Rains have been erratic, with 
long dry spells in some southern areas, and heavy 
rains in the northwest.  Maize production 
prospects remain uncertain, but are reported by 
SADC to be below the past five-year average, and 
close to or somewhat less than last year’s 
production estimate of 395,000MT.  Food 
security conditions remain precarious due to the 
conflict, especially for the large number of IDPs 
dependent on food aid. 

BOTSWANA 

Long dry spells and poorly disbursed rainfall has 
led to heat stress, stunted growth and wilting in 
the main production areas.  The area under 
production is reported to be only 42% of last 
year’s level in communal areas, and 80% in 
commercial areas.  In some areas, the maize crop 
has been totally wiped out.  Preliminary forecasts 
from SADC indicate maize production of less than 
2,500MT, compared to last year’s production 
estimate of 9,000MT and the and the ten-average 
of 8,800MT.  FAO estimates that some 
250,000MT of cereals will be commercially 
imported in 2001/02.  

LESOTHO 

Dry conditions in most crop producing areas at 
the beginning of the season, coupled with hail 
storms and frost in other areas, raised concern 
about production prospects.  However, good rains 
in mid-February brought relief, and the current 
crop condition is reportedly fair to good.  
Production is forecast to be plus or minus 10% of 
last year’s level of 107,000MT, compared to the 
ten-year average of 119,000MT. 

MALAWI 

Despite the early onset of the rains, dry conditions followed in many 
southern and some central areas.  Recent flooding in 13 of the 
country’s 27 districts has led to serious leeching of nutrients and water 
logging in some areas, adversely affecting crop production.  The SADC 
REWU reports the preliminary maize production forecast at 
2,130,000MT, 15% below last year’s bumper harvest, but 25% above 
the past ten-year average.  

MOZAMBIQUE 

Despite heavy rains and flooding in central 
provinces, and dry conditions in some southern 
areas leading to crop failure, national production 
prospects remain favorable for the main maize 
producing areas of the north.  This season, some 
22,000HA have been lost to floods, compared to 
an estimated 167,000HA last year.  Preliminary 
production forecasts call for a 6% to 20% increase 
over last year’s production of 1,019,000MT. 

NAMIBIA 

Late and erratic rains have led to a serious drop in 
the area planted.  In the commercial “maize 
triangle” the area planted is reportedly one-third of 
the potential.  Many communal farmers in the 
north reportedly planted late in mid-February 
when good rains finally fell, at the time of year 
when crops are normally at the flowering stage.  
Preliminary forecasts indicate production levels of 
10% to 40% below the ten-year average of 
30,000MT.  Last season’s production was 
49,000MT. 

SOUTH AFRICA 

The area under maize production is reportedly 
down by some 20% from last year, due to 
stagnant producer prices and a general decline in 
the economy.  The area planted has suffered from 
dry conditions and high temperatures in key areas, 
which have adversely affected at least 30% to 40% 
of the area planted.   Preliminary maize forecasts 
indicate production levels of approximately 
6,500,000MT, a drop in production of   over one-
third from last year’s bumper harvest, and almost 
25% less than the past ten-year average. 

SWAZILAND 

While the area planted has been about normal, dry conditions during 
the first half of the season will adversely affect production.  Subsequent 
rains are considered unlikely to allow for widespread crop recovery.  
Preliminary forecasts indicate low production, similar to last year’s 
level (following serious flooding), of 71,000MT, some 28% below the 
ten-year average. 

TANZANIA 

Northern bimodal production areas had poor first 
season rains and production.  Overall, rains have 
been fairly heavy and favorable for crop production 
in unimodal production areas.  However, water 
logging and crop damage have been reported in 
some areas.  Armyworm outbreaks early in the 
season will affect production levels.  According to 
the SADC REWU, preliminary maize production 
forecasts indicate a harvest of 2,280,000MT, up 
13% from last year, and almost 8% from the past 
ten-year average. 

ZAMBIA 

Low prices and high carryover stocks at planting time led to a 
reduction in the area under production.  Crop production has suffered 
from dry conditions in the south, and excessively wet conditions, 
including flooding and water logging in other parts of the country.  
SADC reports that production levels could be close to the ten-year 
average of 1,019,000MT, but will be well below last year’s bumper 
harvest of 1,310,000MT. 

ZIMBABWE 

The area under production in the main maize 
producing northern and central areas has dropped 
by an estimated 26%, with the area under 
commercial production down by 50% due 
economic and political turmoil.  Late and erratic 
rains, followed by heavy rains and flooding in 
some areas, have adversely affected production.  
Preliminary forecasts indicate maize production of 
some 1,200,000MT, 41% less than last year’s 
production and 30% below the ten-year average. 

MADAGASCAR 

According to FAO GIEWS, southern maize 
growing areas were adversely affected by a 
prolonged dry spell from mid-January to mid-
February.  Heavier rains in the second part of 
February brought relief in some areas, although 
production is likely to be down for the second 
consecutive year, following last year’s severe 
drought, which caused a 25% reduction in maize 
output. 

DRC 

There are no reliable or up-to-date reports from the 
DRC.  However, in February FAO GIEWS 
reported that intensified fighting had disrupted 
agricultural and other economic activities, 
particularly in eastern parts of the country.  SADC 
has no production forecasts for the DRC. 

Maize 
Producing 
Areas 
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2000/01 Preliminary Maize Production Forecasts 
Compared to (1991-2000) Average 

2000/01 Preliminary Maize Production 
Forecasts Compared to (1991-2000) Average  

Source:  Prepared by FEWS Net, using preliminary crop forecasts 
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RAINFALL IMPROVES IN MUCH OF THE REGION 
WITH NEAR-NORMAL CUMULATIVE SEASONAL LEVELS IN MOST AREAS 

 
 

 
According to Meteosat satellite imagery, by the second dekad of February, rainfall levels improved in the southern 
portion of the region.  Following weeks of unusually dry conditions, this brought welcome relief to crop producing areas 
of South Africa, Lesotho, Botswana, southern Angola, northern Namibia and southern Zimbabwe.  Despite this 
improvement from the first part of the rainy season, much of the region received below normal rainfall for this time of 
year, particularly in Angola, parts of northern Zambia, Tanzania and across the border into northern Mozambique.   
 
At the same time, fairly heavy rains continued to fall over the flood-affected areas of Mozambique, Zambia, Zimbabwe 
and Malawi.  Abnormally high rains fell over most of Zimbabwe for the period 11 February through 20 March.  
Elsewhere in the sub-region, rainfall levels were variable, with localized heavy showers falling over different areas during 
this period.  
  

Despite considerable variation during the season, overall rainfall levels 
since the beginning of September 2000, have been largely normal 
inmost of the region, with the exception of most of the DRC, which 
has received considerably more rainfall than normal.  Other areas 
receiving slightly more seasonal rain to-date than normal include parts of 
central Mozambique, southern Malawi, western Zambia and 
northeastern Angola.  Slighlty less than normal rains have fallen over 
eastern parts of Angola, and in isolated parts of South Africa, Swaziland 
and northeast Tanzania.  
 
There are signs that the 2000/2001 rainfall season in southern Africa is 
nearing its end.  By mid-March, there were clear signs of a 
strengthening sub-tropical high pressure system over the southern part 
of the region.  This tends to push the Inter -Tropical Convergence Zone 
northwards, and with it the rains.  The rainfall season typically ends at 
the end of march in the southern portion of the region, and by mid-April 

in northern areas. 
 

METEOSAT RAINFALL ESTIMATES, 11 FEBRUARY THROUGH 20 MARCH 2001 
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Rain Source:  SADC RRSU / USGS – FEWS Net 

METEOSAT ACTUAL RAINFALL ESTIMATES COMPARED TO NORMAL, 11 FEBRUARY THROUGH 20 MARCH 2001 
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Source:  SADC RRSU / USGS – FEWS Net 

METEOSAT Seasonal Average Rainfall 
Difference From Normal,  

1 September 2000 to 20 March 2001 

Source:  RRSU/USGS FEWS Net  
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