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FAO REPORTS GOOD FOOD AVAILABILITY IN MOST OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 
 

According to FAO’s Global Information and Early Warning System on 
Food and Agriculture (GIEWS), national cereal crop production in 
1999/2000 was near normal (plus or minus 7% of the previous five-year 
average) in most of southern Africa.  Production was notably above average 
in Namibia (46% above average), Malawi (+32%) and South Africa 
(+13%).  In contrast, below average production was reported in Botswana 
(59% below average), Swaziland (-44%), Tanzania (-17%) and Madagascar 
(-13%).  Poor 1999/2000 production in Botswana was a result of cyclones, 
heavy rains and floods.  Madagascar was hard hit by successive cyclones in 
some areas and drought in other areas.  Cereal production in Swaziland 
suffered from erratic rains, leading to alternating dry spells and floods.  
Tanzania’s maize crop was adversely affected by poor rainfall in some 
areas, low input supply and an armyworm outbreak. 
 
FAO forecasts above ave-
rage import requirements 

during the 2000/2001 marketing year in most southern Africa 
countries, except for Malawi, Namibia, South Africa and Mauritius.  
Compared to the previous five-year average, import requirements are 
notably higher (more than 20%) this year in Madagascar, Tanzania, 
Angola and Swaziland.  More moderate increases (between 10% and 
20%) are forecast for Botswana, DRC, Lesotho and Mozambique. 
 
According to FAO’s analysis, cereal gaps during the 2000/2001 
marketing year, totaling some 712,000 MT, will need to be filled in 
eight of the 16 southern African countries reported on above.  The 
percent shortfall, and the amount of food required to fill the estimated 
gap in each country are reported in the associated table. 
 

 Extracted from: FAO GIEWS, Food Supply Situation and Crop Prospects in Sub-Saharan Africa, No.  2, August 2000 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA FOOD AID NEEDS,  
2000/2001 MARKETING YEAR

 National Cereal 
Shortfall 

(% of needs) 

Estimated Food 
Aid Needs 

(MT) 
Angola 26.5%  333,000  
Comoros 19.2%  10,000  
DRC 0.3%  6,000  
Lesotho 2.5%  10,000  
Madagascar 5.4%  92,000  
Mozambique 6.0%  110,000  
Tanzania 3.6%  150,000  
Zambia 0.1%  1,000  

TOTAL   712,000  
 

Above Normal 
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Below Normal 

1999/2000 CEREAL PRODUCTION 
COMPARED TO PREVIOUS 5-YEAR AVERAGE 



FEWS NET Southern Africa Food Security Brief, 25 November 2000 

 Page 2

SOUTH AFRICAN FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE AFFECTS REGIONAL TRADE 
 
Hopes that South Africa could contain the spread of foot-and-mouth disease 
now seem dashed.  By mid-November, the number of countries banning the 
import of South Africa cloven livestock or livestock products had grown to 
at least 16, according to South African government officials.  In addition to 
the bans imposed by eight countries in the region (see map), partial or 
complete bans on South African cloven hoofed products have been imposed 
by Australia, Turkey, Kuwait, Slovenia, Spain, New Zealand, Brazil and 
Singapore.  Less than a month after the outbreak, the European Union also 
temporarily suspended imports of South African pork, beef and related 
products, worth an estimated US$13 million per year in total.   
 
The foot-and-mouth virus was first detected in mid-September 2000 on three 
commercial farms in KwaZulu-Natal province, outside of Durban.  A month 
later, with no recent infections reported, parts of the initial 15 kilometers 
quarantined zone were lifted, enabling livestock to be transported through 
the affected area.  Since then, at least three additional cases have been 
confirmed, and the control area has been increased to nearly 20,000 square kilometers.  Efforts to vaccinate some 1.3 
million animals in the control area are underway.  By the end of October, more than 3,600 cattle, pigs, sheep and goats 
had already been destroyed.  Exports of cloven-hoofed animals from the province are likely to be banned for the next 
two years, according to provincial authorities.   
 
The latest confirmed cases indicate that the disease has spread from private farmers to communal farmers, whose 
livelihoods are likely to be more seriously affected.  The national  Foot-and-Mouth Disease Control Centre is drawing 
up plans to compensate poor farmers whose wealth is tied up in cattle, who are likely to be affected by the culling 
program.  As many as 7,000 head of cattle and 2,000 goats could be destroyed in the communal properties.  South 
Africa agriculture officials estimate that the outbreak could cost the nation as much as US$264 million if the outbreak is 
not contained. 
 
The disease was thought to have been imported through the port of Durban in pigswill from the Middle or Far East.  The 
last outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease affecting commercial animals in South Africa occurred in 1956. 
 
RISK OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH OUTBREAK IN ZIMBABWE 
 
As a result of Zimbabwe's "fast-track" land reform program and subsequent 
"land-grabs", an estimated 1,000 "settlers" have occupied parts of the Save 
Valley Conservancy, a wildlife sanctuary where foot-and-mouth disease is 
prevalent amongst game.  An estimated 100 cattle and goats have 
reportedly breached perimeter fences in the Conservancy.  These animals 
are at risk of exposure to foot-and-mouth disease and could ultimately 
constitute a risk to the national herd, according to government officials.  
Exports of Zimbabwean livestock products to the EU alone are worth over 
US$18 million.  Government veterinary officials stress however, that at 
present there are no signs of foot-and-mouth disease amongst domestic 
animals in the area. 
 
 

FEWS NET/WFP EXPERT CONSULTATION FOR REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY ANALYSTS 
 
FEWS NET and WFP-VAM southern Africa regional 
offices are planning to co-sponsor an expert consultation 
for southern Africa regional food security analysts.  The 
two-day consultation is expected to take place early in 
2001.  Participation will be limited to individuals active 
in regional food security-related information and 
analysis in southern Africa.  While the specific details of 
the session will be finalized in consultation with the 
participants, the meeting will focus on identifying 
information sources and requirements within the region, 
and sharing analytical methods and tools, in order to 

strengthen regional food security information, analysis 
and dissemination to better meet the needs of different 
decision-makers, including government officials, 
donors, international agencies and NGOs, as well as 
private sector producers and traders.  The consultation 
will aim at building networks to enhance coordination 
and collaboration amongst regional food security 
analysts.  Further information may be obtained from 
Erminio Sacco, WFP/VAM (erminio.sacco@wfp.org) or 
Bruce Isaacson, FEWS NET (bisaacson@fews.net). 
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On 31 October 2000, the 20 nation-members of the Common Market 
for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) launched Africa’s first 
Free Trade Area (FTA) at COMESA headquarters in Lusaka, 
Zambia.  The initiative supports market liberalization by removing 
both tariff and non-tariff barriers to trade amongst COMESA 
members.  Most COMESA countries have been gradually reducing 
tariffs since the early 1990s in preparation for the FTA, which 
signifies 100% removal of tariff and non-tariff barriers on intra-
COMESA trade.  So far, nine members of COMESA have signed the 
agreement (see map), while the remaining 11 countries are at various 
stages of tariff reduction.  Rwanda is expected to publish zero tariffs 
shortly.  To support trade amongst member-nations, COMESA has 
undertaken efforts to harmonize trade statistics, customs procedures, 
and management systems amongst its members.  Under the FTA, 
tariff and non-tariff barriers on imports from non-COMESA 
countries are determined by each country. 
 

By 2004, COMESA plans to establish a customs union, with a 
common external tariff to guide trade with non-COMESA countries.  
This will be followed by the establishment of a common market, 
which enables the free movement of goods, services, labor and 
capital among member countries, maintaining a common external 
tariff on goods imported from third countries.  COMESA is 
working towards establishing a formal exchange rate union and 
coordinating economic policies through a common monetary 
institution, with the ultimate goal of establishing by 2025 a full 
monetary union involving the use of single common currency issued 
by a COMESA central bank. 
 
Efforts towards establishing the Free Trade Area began in 1984.  
The launching of the FTA was attended by leaders of nine 
COMESA countries.  The launching was followed by a trade fair 
and a series of seminars hosted by the Zambian government and the 
European Union. 
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COMESA Free Trade Area 
31 OCTOBER 2000 

TANZANIA PULLS OUT OF COMESA 

Just weeks before the official establishment of 
the Free Trade Area, Tanzania announced its 
withdrawal from COMESA.  According to the 
Ministry of Industry and Commerce, Tanzania 
will enter into bilateral trade agreements with 
potential trading partners in eastern and 
southern Africa.  Senior government officials 
have explained the move as favoring SADC 
and the EAC (Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda). 
SADC has recently announced plans to 
establish its own free market area. 
Businessmen and other analysts in Tanzania 
consider that both private traders and 
government revenues will suffer from the 
COMESA pull-out. 
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NORMAL TO ABOVE NORMAL RAINS OVER MOST OF SOUTHERN AFRICA, AS THE SEASON BEGINS 

 
The rainfall and crop production seasons begin in October in 
most of southern Africa.  Satellite imagery shows good rains 
falling over much of the region by the beginning of 
November.  Rainfall was normal for this time of year in most 
crop producing areas, with the exception of parts of Swazi-
land, Malawi and Zambia, where rains were above normal; 
and in parts of Angola, South Africa and Lesotho, where 
mixed trends have been observed.  Slightly to much above 
normal rains have fallen over most of the DRC, extending into 
Zambia and most of Zimbabwe, Mozambique and Madagascar 
by the beginning of November.  NDVI satellite imagery shows 
heavy vegetation in the northwestern SADC countries, with 
medium vegetation in the southeast. 

DMC REVISES RAINFALL FORECAST FOR SADC 

At the beginning of November, the Southern Africa Drought 
Monitoring Centre updated its rainfall forecast for the region, 
for the period November 2000 through January 2001.  The 
northeastern portion of SADC, with a 50% probability of 
above normal rains, has been extended south and west to 
include the southern half of Tanzania and northern 
Mozambique.  The likelihood of below normal rainfall over 
northern Tanzania has increased from 30% to 35%.  All of 
southeastern SADC now has a 45% probability of normal 
rains, and a 35% probability of above normal rains. 

SADC COUNTRIES DEVIATING FROM NORMAL 
RAINFALL 

Source: http://users.erols.com/vikki.french/index.html 
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METEOSAT RAINFALL ESTIMATES, 1 OCTOBER THROUGH 10 NOVEMBER 2000 
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METEOSAT ACTUAL RAINFALL ESTIMATES COMPARED TO NORMAL, 1 OCTOBER THROUGH 10 NOVEMBER 2000 
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