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WFP ESTIMATES SOUTHERN AFRICA NEEDS MORE THAN 500,000 MT  
OF FOOD AID IN 2001 

 
WFP is estimating that 
southern Africa will need 
more than half a million 
metric tons of food aid in 
2001.  Almost half of this 
amount is for the war-torn 
countries of Angola and the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo.  Much of the 
remainder is for countries 
such as Namibia, Tanzania, 
and Zambia, which host 
relatively large numbers of 
refugees from these and 
other countries. 
 

 
Angola Highlighted as 2001 “Hot Spot” 

 
Within the region, WFP raises particular concern over Angola, where continued civil insecurity and population 
displacements (2.5 million people) are likely to adversely affect the current cropping season.  In its most recent 
Food Supply Situation and Crop Prospects in Sub-Saharan Africa, FAO confirms that large numbers of 
farmers have abandoned their farms due to insecurity.  FAO forecasts a third consecutive year of reduced 
food crop production in Angola.  Adding to these problems, at the beginning of January WFP had received 
pledges for only 58 percent of its current operation in Angola, leading to a one-third reduction in the number of 
beneficiaries, from 1.5 million to 1 million people.  Further cuts are likely unless addition resources are 
forthcoming. 
 

CHOLERA SPREADING IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 
 

With the seasonal rains, poor communities with limited access to clean water often suffer from cholera 
outbreaks.  Cholera leads to diarrhea, and severe, untreated cases can result in dehydration and even 
death. 
 
This year, outbreaks have been reported in South Africa, Swaziland, Mozambique, Malawi, Zambia, and 
Zimbabwe.  In South Africa alone, more than 16,000 people have been affected and at least 60 have died.  
So far, the disease has been largely confined to rural areas.  However, cholera is highly contagious and 
could have a significant impact if it reaches urban slums or mining areas. 
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Country 
Development 
Operations 

Emergency 
Operations 

Protracted 
Relief and 
Recovery 

Operations 
TOTAL 2001 

Requirements 
Angola 0 0 190,597 190,597 
DR Congo 0 1,892 73,688 75,580 
Lesotho 4,325 0 0 4,325 
Madagascar 6,405 0 0 6,405 
Malawi 25,075 0 0 25,075 
Mozambique 22,760 5,788 0 28,548 
Namibia 0 4,104 0 4,104 
Tanzania 18,345 35,353 115,817 169,515 
Zambia 14,960 2,564 14,955 32,479 

TOTAL 91,870 49,701 395,057 538,629 
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CROPS LOST, LIVELIHOODS AT RISK FROM ZAMBEZI RIVER FLOODING  
 

 
Above-normal rainfall in Zambia during the last 
quarter of 2000 caused flooding along the 
Zambezi River in Zambia’s Western Province.  
This prompted the opening of the Kariba Dam 
floodgates in early January 2001, causing 
additional flooding of the Zambezi River in Tete 
Province in Mozambique.  As a result, crops 
were lost in both countries and some roads have 
become impassable.  Mozambican agricultural 
officials reported that as many as 95,000 people 
and 168,000 hectares of cropland would be at risk 
if river levels continued to rise, particularly in 

Chinde District at the mouth of the Zambezi.  Mozambican, Zambian, and Zimbabwean 
officials are reportedly in close communication on water-level issues concerning the Zambezi 
River.  However, an official from Mozambique’s National Dis aster Management Institute 
(INGC) reported that the province is well prepared to face any possible natural disaster that 
may occur during this rainy season. 
 
Flooding also occurred along the Shire/Chire River in both southern Malawi and in Mozam-
bique.  Approximately 600 farmers were displaced in each country and several thousand 
hectares of crops were reportedly destroyed.  In Mozambique, WFP officials insist that the 
situation is not alarming at present, and is being closely monitored.  Efforts are underway in 
Malawi to help farmers replant their lost crops. 
 
Meanwhile, river levels in southern Mozambique, including the Maputo, Incomati, and 
Umbeluzi Rivers reportedly dropped at the end of December and beginning of January, at least 
temporarily easing concerns of possible flooding in the areas most affected by last year’s 
heavy floods (see rainfall distribution report covered in the following article). 
 

GOOD SEASONAL RAINALL RECORDED OVER MOST OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 
 
Overall, seasonal rains have been good in much of southern Africa since 
October 2000.  In most areas, rainfall levels increased as the season progressed.  
The highest rainfall has been recorded over the northern and eastern parts of the 
region.  The least amount of rain has fallen over the western parts of the region, 
including southern Angola, Namibia, northern Botswana, southern Zimbabwe, 
and western RSA.  Crop production in these areas is likely to be depressed due 
to the dry conditions. 
 

Rainfall during the first 10 days of 
January continued to follow seasonal 
patterns.  Rains were heavy in Zambia 
and northern Mozambique, where 
early January floods were reported.  
Dry conditions persis ted in southern 
Angola, Namibia, most of Botswana, 
southern Zimbabwe, and in South 
Africa. 
The forecast for the months ahead is 
for normal to above-normal rains in 
most areas, with a possibility of 
below-normal rains in parts of 
Tanzania. 
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Mozambique Approves 
Contingency Plan 

 
In December, Mozambique 
approved a Natural Disaster 
Contingency Plan for 
2000/2001. The plan acknow-
ledges that the country is prone 
to natural disasters, including 
drought, floods, pests, and 
diseases.  It identifies areas 
susceptible to different natural 
disasters and points out the 
early warning activities needed 
to prevent potential crises.  
These include: i) dissemination 
of early warning information, 
ii) pre-positioning of emergen-
cy food and nonfood items, and 
iii) identification of safe places 
where those affected by a 
disaster can seek refuge during 
the disaster.  The plan seeks to 
empower local communities 
with necessary information and 
resources for better response 
and for taking preventive 

OBSERVED RAINFALL IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, 
OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2000 
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LIMPOPO RIPARIAN STATES MEET TO PREPARE FOR THE THREAT OF 2001 FLOODS 
 
During January 2000, the SADC Water Sector Coordinating 
Unit (WSCU) and the SADC Regional Remote Sensing Unit 
(RRSU) convened an informal technical consultation to 
discuss flood preparedness in 2001 among the four Limpopo 
riparian states.  The meeting was convened in Pretoria, with 
support from USAID and FEWS NET.  National participants 
included officials from the water sector, national meteorology 
services, and disaster management units.  Participants 
discussed ways to enhance contingency planning and 
communications within the Limpopo Basin during the first 
half of 2001, with a focus on crosscutting meteorological, 
hydrological, and flood disaster-preparedness issues. 
Attendees also discussed developing a framework for short- 
and mid-term flood-preparedness (and recovery) actions, as 
well as for mid- to long-range management of the Limpopo 
River Basin.   
 
The meeting concluded with recommendations for immediate, medium, and long-term action.  Participants discussed 
protocols to enhance information and data sharing, harmonize national policies and legislation, as well as the need to 
establish a Limpopo River Basin Commission under the SADC WSCU.  Communications issues focused on the immediate 
need to organize contact information and make it readily available in case of flood threats or an actual emergency.  Other 
recommendations called for the WSCU to establish and operate a Limpopo Basin Web site and prepare regular hydrological 
bulletins to facilitate technical information sharing among countries and within the region.  Such cross-border warning and 
information sharing will require consensus on content, timing, format, and thresholds used.  To facilitate this, institutional 
roles must be clarified and strengthened at the regional level for the WSCU, RRSU, DMC, the proposed SADC Disaster 
Management Center, as well as for international agencies, donor, and NGO communities. 
 

USGS/FEWS NET FLOOD MODEL: LIMPOPO STREAM FLOW WELL BELOW NORMAL FOR JANUARY 
 

 
USGS/FEWS NET is in the process of dev-
eloping a flood model based on stream flow for 
the Limpopo River Basin.  The hydrograph 
shows the Limpopo streamflow, using the best 
data available for the past 30 years for a single 
basin outlet point.  As shown in the 
hydrograph, the current stream flow is well 
below the 30-year average for this time of year.  
However, scientists warn that with the cyclone 
season upon us, the river flow could change 
rapidly, as it did last year in January and 
February.  For more information on the 
USGS/FEWS NET stream flow hydrographs 
and model dynamic maps, visit 
www.fews.net/mozflood. 
 

FEWS NET ADDRESSES FLOOD EARLY WARNING IN THE MOZAMBIQUE LIMPOPO BASIN 
FEWS NET covers flood threats in the Limpopo Basin through 1) its core activities with full-time country and regional 
representatives, 2) its Regional Flood Modeling, Village Flood Watch, and Communications Program, and 3) the upcoming 
Mozambique Integrated Information Network for Decision-Making (MIND).  Regional activities are now being developed for 
a regional flood model for the Limpopo River Basin to improve the quality and flow of early-warning information from the 
region to the central governments, and from there to districts and villages; and to improve the ability of vulnerable villagers 
to understand and act on this information in a speedy and appropriate way.  Once finalized and operational, the FEWS NET 
MIND program will work to strengthen weak early warning systems and communication systems for flooding and cyclones; 
improve decision-maker access to integrated data, analysis, and decision structures for decision support; fill critical gaps in 

2000/01 HYDROGRAPH FOR LIMPOPO RIVER 
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hazard, vulnerability, and resource information; prioritize contingency planning for preparedness and response as well as 
preparedness planning and mitigation; and strengthen government capacity. 


