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Introduction and context
A first mapping of food economy livelihoods zones was done in Sierra Leone in 2001 by WFP, in
association with government partners in which eight livelihood zones were identified. The 2010 remapping identified ten livelihood zones.
FEWS NET is primarily interested in food security issues, and especially in signaling for USAID as early as
possible likely episodes of acute food insecurity. The division of a country into livelihood zones – a form
of economic geography which is grafted onto the country’s administrative map – is primarily designed to
serve as a framework for deriving early warning indicators.
It has to be said that food insecurity as a concept is not as clear-cut in Sierra Leone as in the nearest
countries where FEWS NET has worked – the Sahel countries to the north. There, the behavior of rainfall
is the overwhelming issue: rainfall regimes which are often only marginally adequate to support the
staple crops; a tendency for wide local variations in rainfall performance between years, and therefore
wide variations in staple food availability – ‘good years’ and ‘bad years’- and periodic widespread
drought which acutely affects both crops and livestock, bringing about not only food crisis but livelihood
crisis.
In Sierra Leone such patterns are very muted, if they exist at all. It is not just that rainfall anywhere in
the country is far higher than anywhere in the Sahelian ecologies; it is that inter-annual variations are far
less acute, at least in their effect on crops. Yet we see on the seasonal activity calendars ‘hunger periods’
which must indicate some form of food insecurity. In this regard, one prominent participant in the
workshop said that he rather talked of ‘rice hunger’ than absolute hunger, in that people felt ‘hungry’
when their harvested or purchased stocks of rice (their preferred staple) ran out, and they had to rely
for a period only on cassava, their secondary staple. This may perhaps be seen as a mild sign of the food
insecurity of chronic poverty, of which there is clearly much in the country, some of it still influenced by
the civil war which ended more than a decade ago. It is striking, for instance, that holdings of small
ruminants, disastrously affected by the pillage of war, seem hardly to have recovered in much of the
country after a decade: the fear of loss from theft is still acute, and must reflect a lingering aspect of
social breakdown. This is no small matter, since livestock raising is normally a fundamental resource for
rural people, and the sale of a ruminant is a fundamental hedge against misfortune.
It should be noted that here we are talking of the great majority of the population; but there is a
minority population of herding specialists, Fulani who raise cattle especially (but also goats and sheep)
and may take on the husbandry of cattle belonging to ordinary farmers too. Fulani are based in villages,
sometimes as satellites to main farming villages, but men take cattle seasonally to far grazing areas,
sometimes across national frontiers. By the same token other Fulani bring in cattle seasonally from the
north – for Fulani herders are spread far and wide across West Africa as the main cattle owners. In Sierra
Leone it is not possible to identify a zone which is dominated by cattle herding; but livelihood zone 7 Koinadugu Livestock, Food Crops and Trade – offers especially extensive grasslands for grazing of cattle,
as is recognized in the zone’s title/ Yet in this we are really talking about two livelihood types. the
majority economy of farmers depending on cereals and pulses production, but owning very few
livestock apart from poultry; and the minority of Fulani herders, who also practice some agriculture.
Nevertheless, Fulani herders are also present in every other zone of the country, as residents or as
seasonal visitors to graze and market animals.

Setting aside the special question of livestock ownership, a basic aspect of chronic rural poverty is
chronic constraints on food production: the size or quality of smallholdings; lack of purchasing power for
fertilizers; endemic and untreated crop infestations and disease; sometimes disadvantages of relative
market isolation for both buyers and sellers of food. These factors lead to a crucial issue: the degree to
which poorer households – who may number half the households in a given zone – need to buy food on
the market, because their own harvests do not by any means fully feed them, nor does the money they
get for such crops as they sell. The need for cash then makes them partly rural laborers, mostly working
locally for neighbors to gain the cash they need to buy food and other basic necessities of life.
Chronic poverty is often paired with – even made synonymous with – chronic ‘vulnerability’ to hunger,
in the sense that if a poor household is faced with misfortune, its members are in danger of going
hungry/ In Sierra Leone this is made clear in the observation in WFP’s 2005 FSNS (ibid) that people fear
food insecurity arising from the death or illness or injury of a productive household member. But early
warning systems need indicators not of individual misfortune but of problems faced by whole
communities over whole areas. The question in Sierra Leone is: given the baseline chronic poverty, what
are the likely events on some scale which will push populations into hunger?
The main such events are unlikely to be drought; on the other hand there are events of exceptional wind
or erratic rainfall or flooding which affect some local farmers somewhere every year. Occasionally,
events may be more widespread nationally: for instance in April/May 2010 there was concern that the
main rains had begun so unusually early that they had caught farmers unprepared. Unless you have
completed land ‘brushing’ (bush or crop residue clearing) and burning you cannot properly put in a new
crop. Another widespread kind of event might be exceptional outbreaks of crop disease – whether for
food or for cash crops. Secondly, there may be damaging market price events, whether hikes in import
prices for rice1, or falls in export prices for cocoa, coffee or palm oil. Thirdly, renewed local conflict, even
if far below the war level of a decade and more ago, might disrupt marketing in a wider area than the
actual conflict, affecting people whose livelihoods, or simply their access to food, depend upon trade.
The 2001 map reflects the fundamental economic geography of the country but is also heavily
influenced by the particular situation of immediately post-war Sierra Leone, where large numbers of
rural people were faced with production and other constraints resulting from the disruptions of the
conflict. This was particularly reflected in the identification of two livelihood zones as ‘Gold-based’ and
‘Diamond-based’, where employment or self-employment associated with mining was at the time of
survey a major ‘coping’ activity of local populations as well as a magnet for people from elsewhere in
Sierra Leone and beyond its borders. Today, in the case of diamonds the mining has become far more
industrialized and controlled, so that the extra population has to a considerable extent dispersed, and
amongst the resident rural population labor in diamond mining is very much a minority activity. In the
central gold areas, however, widespread activities continue on an individual as well as a larger basis, but
reliance on earnings from this activity has decreased greatly. it is more of a ‘coping’ resource when
people fall on hard times for one reason or another.

1

Imported rice is often cheaper than the higher quality local rice. Apart from urban consumers, there is a rural
demand for imported rice, but it is not entirely clear who buys it: better off people or poorer people?
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Livelihood zone descriptions
Livelihood Zone 1 – Tonkolili Food Crops and Gold

Food Crops

Rice
Cassava
Sweet Potatoes
Yams

Crops/items
sold

Rice
Cassava
Palm oil

Livestock

Poultry
Goats
Sheep
Cattle

Cash
Income

Selling farm products
Gold mining
Salaried work
Some logging

Rodent and grasshopper
damage to crops
Hazards

Erratic rain patterns
Wild bush-fires
Water-logging

The food base – upland and lowland rice and cassava as well
as other tubers – is similar to much of the northern half of the
country, but the widespread surface gold deposits are a
bigger feature here than in other areas of the country.
Consequently small-scale gold-mining is very common,
although with variable results for individual incomes for the
majority who undertake their own digs rather than acting as
employed laborers: on the whole gold earnings are a minor
part of household income, but an expandable ‘coping’ factor
in hard times. The activities take place partly in the
agricultural off-season for excavation works, partly during the
rains to make use of the ground water for segregation of the
gold. Gold is sold throughout the year.
The zone is a mixture of hills and plains, with moderately
fertile soils and average annual precipitation above 2000mm
supporting a population of medium density. Cultivation is
largely by hand-tilling, although there are a few tractorowners.
The rains begin during April and last until October. Lowland or
‘swamp’ rice is planted out until late in the rainy season, and
harvested up to December. Upland cassava, often
intercropped with groundnuts, has a long cycle, planted in
April-May and dug up between November and January (if it is
not left in the ground for the next year). But it is the lowland
cassava, planted from October and making use of the residual
soil moisture in the dry season, that is harvested just when
household rice stocks are very low or finished, in June/July.
Amongst the hazards to production, one main rainfall
problem is shifts in timing which catch farmers with land
unprepared at the beginning of the season. Against rodents
and other animals there is some investment in fencing. Where
food production is significantly damaged wealthier farmers
may hire extra labor to replant if moisture conditions allow;
poorer farmers who cannot find such employment, and have
had no special luck with gold, may look to hunting/trapping
and selling game.
The road network is thin and in poor condition, and distances
to major market centers are large.
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Chiefdoms in Livelihood Zone 1
Chiefdom
number
66
90
91
93
94
95
96
97

Chiefdom

District

Diang
Kholifa Rowalla
Tane
Konike Barina
Konike Sande
Sambaia Bendugu
Kalansogia
Kafe Simira

Koinadugu
Tonkolili
Tonkolili
Tonkolili
Tonkolili
Tonkolili
Tonkolili
Tonkolili
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Livelihood Zone 2 – Bombali Food Crops, Peppers, Tobacco and Livestock

Food Crops

Rice
Cassava
Sweet potatoes

Crops/items
sold

Rice
Cassava
Tobacco

Livestock

Cattle
Goats
Sheep

Cash
Income

Cash crops
Paid work
Palm wine
Petty trade
Timber poles and
charcoal
Remittances

Wild bush-fires
Water-logging
Hazards

Livestock diseases
Conflict re. livestock
damage to crops

This zone constitutes a major slice of the north of the country,
less humid than the south and with far less forest and more open
bush- and grass-lands. As such it favors annual crops rather than
perennials (with the exception of oil-palms) and livestock.
Moderately fertile soils are used principally for rice – both upland
and inland/lowland – with cassava as the major second food crop.
Sweet potatoes are a relatively minor crop. Wealthier farmers
tend to buy imported rice in preference to the less expensive local
rice, and in that sense they are more ‘market dependent’ than
poorer farmers who substantially feed themselves from their two
or three acres of staples, although few can get by without
purchasing staples in some period of the year.
With regards to cash crops, as opposed to sales of the staple food
crops, groundnuts far outstrip peppers or tobacco in terms of
acreage, but the latter are particularly high-value crops. Tobacco,
particularly produced in Libie Saysagun and Sella Limba
chiefdoms, is a labor-intensive crop and any substantial plot tends
to require hired labor, including even schoolboys on vacation
time. Overall, wage labor is an unusually important source of
income in this zone – for food crops as well as cash crops, since
actually a good part of the cassava produced is marketed,
especially from larger farms with above five acres of cassava
(about 75% of the farmers who grow cassava are such large-scale
producers). Freetown is the main destination of the trade. Rice is
overwhelmingly for home consumption.
The road network is relatively good and markets are relatively
accessible.
Livestock numbers were greatly reduced by theft/raiding during
the civil war and have thereafter been kept low by persisting
reluctance to re-invest, with the exception of poultry. There is
nevertheless frequent social friction regarding the encroachment
of ruminants on cultivated plots: fencing is expensive.
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Chiefdoms in Livelihood Zone 2
Chiefdom
number
47
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57

Chiefdom

District

Paki Masabong
Sanda Tendaren
Magbaiamba
Ngowahua
Gbanti-Kamaranka
Sanda Loko
Sella Limba
Tambakka
Gbendembu
Ngowahun
Safroko Limba
Biriwa

Bombali
Bombali
Bombali
Bombali
Bombali
Bombali
Bombali
Bombali
Bombali
Bombali
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Livelihood Zone 3 – Western Rice, Root Crops, Cereals and Trade Belt

Food Crops

Rice
Cassava
Sweet potatoes
Millet

Sold Crops

Cassava
Sweet potatoes
Palm oil
Maize

Livestock

Poultry
Sheep
Goats

Cash
Income

Crop sales
Work
Remittances
Petty trade

Crop pests including
rodents
Hazards

Land conflicts

This zone reflects primarily an ecological situation: mainly a plain
between the lower-lying coastal area and the higher-lying northeast of the country. Minor rivers and streams originate here and
run to the coast, but for the bigger rivers – from the Mong/Kaba in
the north to the Moa river in the south – the zone is a transit area
between the north-east and the coast. Some inland fishing results
from this. On the whole the zone receives less rainfall than the
coastal belt, although more in the south than in the north. For this
reason, and because of historical deforestation, the main
vegetation cover is grassland and bush with occasional forest
patches.
A mixture of sandy and clay loam soils result in low to medium
fertility. Hand-tilling universal except for a few tractors used in the
grassland ecology/ The main crop is upland rice, with some ‘swamp’
and riverain rice added – and this becomes the commonest rice in
the far north. Cassava is grown everywhere to varying degrees, but
especially in the middle stretches, whilst sweet potatoes and
‘Chinese’ yams are usually minor crops/ Most households get the
greater part of their food from their plots rather than from the
market, but rice is not a surplus crop overall and for many
households it runs out before the harvest, so that they must live
essentially on root crops.
As to non-rice cereals, small amounts of millet and some sorghum
are grown for domestic use, and maize is grown mainly for sale in
the middle (Moyamba) areas – part of a belt running into Tonkolili.
However groundnuts are a far more frequently sold crop in the
zone in general. The maize is partly destined as processed feed for
poultry, which are by far the most frequently kept livestock in this
zone and beyond. Few cattle are kept beyond the Kambia part, but
goats are common, sheep less so.

Livestock diseases
The zone is the main road transit route between Guinea and
Liberia, through Kambia, Port Loko, Tonkolili, Moyamba, Bo, Bonthe
and Pujehun. Some trading advantage is gained from this in the
rural areas.
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Chiefdoms in Livelihood Zone 3
Chiefdom
Chiefdom
number
Bombali
45
Shebora
60
Gbinleh-Dixon
61
Magbema
62
Masungbala
63
Tonko Limba
64
Bramala
79
Bureh
80
Dibia
Sanda
81
Magblonthor
Tinkatupa
82
Maka Saffoko
84
Masimera
Buya
85
Romende
86
Marampa
88
Yoni
92
Gbonkolenken
100
Bagbo
102
Bumpeh

District
Bombali
Kambia
Kambia
Kambia
Kambia
Kambia
Port Loko
Port Loko
Port Loko
Port Loko
Port Loko
Port Loko
Port Loko
Tonkolili
Tonkolili
Bo
Bo

Chiefdom
number
103
104
105
107
110
112
124
125
126
127
138
139
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
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Chiefdom

District

Gbo
Jiama-Bongor
Kakua
Lugbu
Tikonko
Wunde
Sowa
Pejeh
Barri
Makpele
Kongbora
Kaiyamba
Fakunya
Kori
Dasse
Kamajei
Banta
Gbangbatoke
Banta Mokele
Kowa

Bo
Bo
Bo
Bo
Bo
Bo
Pujehun
Pujehun
Pujehun
Pujehun
Moyamba
Moyamba
Moyamba
Moyamba
Moyamba
Moyamba
Moyamba
Moyamba
Moyamba

Livelihood Zone 4 – Coastal Food Crops and Fishing

Food Crops

Rice
Cassava
Sweet potatoes

Sold Crops

Cassava
Rice
Coconut oil

Livestock

Poultry
Goats
Sheep

Cash
Income

Palm oil sales
Food crop sales
Fish sales
Petty trade
Remittances

Storms
Hazards

Shark attacks on
nets
Fire accidents

The coastal strip is the highest-rainfall area of the country, with
annual precipitation above 3000mm, decreasing slightly in the part
north of Freetown. Soils are sandy and salinity reduces fertility; rice
and cassava are grown throughout, but rice dominates in the north
whilst cassava takes over towards the south. In addition to the
upland and inland/swamp rice, mangrove rice is grown on the coast
and along major river inlets. Varieties of rice range from four to six
months’ growing period. The zone is not a big food producer for the
national market, but its sparse-to-medium density population is
reasonably food self-sufficient. Sweet potatoes and yams are
produced only on a small-scale, while groundnuts are more
important.
Palm oil is a major sales product, particularly towards the south
where it offers more income than cassava or rice. The seaside niche
for coconuts results in some coconut oil for sale. The most common
livestock is backyard poultry.
Fish sales are important, although there is a varying dependence on
this income from one community to another. The main fishing
season is from October to January, with lesser catches up to April.
This means that there is only a clash between the pull of workers
towards fishing and towards agricultural needs during part of the
pre-planting land preparation season (paid agricultural work is a
major cash income source for poorer households). The main fishing
method is with dragnets, and this crucial equipment is vulnerable to
destruction by sharks and also by industrial fishing operations,
which also deplete local fish stocks. Storm winds pose a danger to
fishing boats.
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Chiefdoms in Livelihood Zone 4
Chiefdom
number
76
78
83
113
114
115
116
117
118
121
122
123
128
129
130
131
132
135
136
137
140
141
142

Chiefdom

District

Kaffu Bullom
Maforki
Koya
Kpanda Kemo
Yawbeko
Jong
Benducha
Nongoba Bullom
Sittia
Imeri
Dema
Sogbini
Soro Gbema
Gallinasperi
Kpaka
Panga Krim
Panga-Kabonde
Mano Sakrim
Bumpeh
Ribbi
Bagruwa
Timdel
Kagboro

Port Loko
Port Loko
Port Loko
Bonthe
Bonthe
Bonthe
Bonthe
Bonthe
Bonthe
Bonthe
Bonthe
Bonthe
Pujehun
Pujehun
Pujehun
Pujehun
Pujehun
Pujehun
Moyamba
Moyamba
Moyamba
Moyamba
Moyamba
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Livelihood Zone 5 – Kailahun-Kenema-Kono Cash Crops, Food Crops and Trade

Food Crops

Rice
Palm oil
Cassava

Crops/items
sold

Palm Oil
Cocoa
Coffee
Kola nut

Livestock

Local Chicken
Goat
Sheep

Cash
Income

Agricultural Work
Sale of cash crop
products
Trade
Mining

As in most of the country, households in this zone mostly
cultivate rice, potatoes and cassava for both household food
consumption and income. Because of the hilly and
mountainous outcroppings ecology, upland rice is more
prevalent than inland swamp rice. Maize and sorghum are
grown opportunistically for consumption and sale to
breweries.
What makes this zone unique in the country is the
concentration of palm, cocoa, coffee and kola nut trees.
These commodities are a primary source of income for most
households – either through sales or through employment as
farm labor. Mostly wealthier households own plantations
while middle and poorer households are employed to
maintain and harvest the trees.
The ecology of this zone is more hilly terrain and tropical
forest cover than the rest of the interior of the country. While
timber is in abundance, households rarely cut the trees for
income because of a ban on logging in most of the zone.
This zone borders both Guinea and Liberia. Kailahun acts as a
major frontier market for trading commodities in large
quantities. Palm oil, rice and cassava are the most sought
commodities by Guinea and Liberia, and at times the demand
can draw out most of the supply in this region. Depending on
market prices, major cash crops are sometimes sold to
neighboring countries before entering the global market.

Crop Pests and Diseases
Hazards

Cross border market
competition for food
crops

Sheep and goats are kept by households, but make up a minor
source of food and income. Cattle from Fulani herds are
transported in from the north or across the border to be held
for a short while until being slaughtered.
While diamond and gold mines are located in this zone, they
are currently less prevalent and more regulated than in the
past. This activity is largely dominated by foreign workers, but
can also attract young men in the area who will work for
roughly half the rate offered for plantation labor. However,
mining works are a localized phenomenon.
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Chiefdoms in Livelihood Zone 5
Chiefdom
number
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Chiefdom

District

Jalahun
Jawie
Mandu
Upper Bambara
Malema
Dia
Luawa
Kissi Teng
Kissi Kama
Kissi Tongi
Penguia
Peje West

Kailahun
Kailahun
Kailahun
Kailahun
Kailahun
Kailahun
Kailahun
Kailahun
Kailahun
Kailahun
Kailahun
Kailahun
Kailahun

13

Peje Bongre

14

Yawei

Kailahun

Chiefdom
number
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
34
35
36
41
43
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Chiefdom

District

Malegohum
Small Bo
Niawa
Longorama
Nongowa
Dama
Koya
Gaura
Tunkia
Nomo
Sandor
Gbane
Gbane Kandor
Soa
Mafindor

Kenema
Kenema
Kenema
Kenema
Kenema
Kenema
Kenema
Kenema
Kenema
Kenema
Kono
Kono
Kono
Kono
Kono

Livelihood Zone 6 – Kono-Kenema-Bo Rice, Tree Crops and Timber

Food Crops

Rice
Palm Oil
Cassava

Crops/items
sold

Palm Oil
Cocoa
Coffee
Kola nut
Sorghum

Livestock

Chickens
Sheep
Goats

Cash
Income

Hazards

Agricultural Work
Sale of Cash Crop
Products
Timber and charcoal
sales
Mining

Crop pests and
diseases

The Kono-Kenema-Bo Rice, Tree Crops and Timber Zone shares
major features with Zone 5 - the Kailahun-Kenema-Kono Cash
Crops, Food Crops & Trade Zone. Livelihoods are largely
dependent on food and cash crop cultivation, and a majority of
households add hired hands to their own family labor. Rice and
cassava are the major food crops grown, consumed and traded.
Palm oil, cocoa, and coffee tree crops are sold and provide a
majority of the employment opportunities in the area.
However, land holdings in Zone 6 are somewhat smaller on
average than in Zone 5; cash crop plantation is overall less
concentrated, and food crop production more emphasized,
than in Zone 5. Both upland and inland rice are cultivated: the
ecology shifts from a hilly forested area in the north and east
where upland rice is more prominent, to plain in the west
where inland rice is common.
Timber plays a greater role in this zone than in surrounding
zones. There is a ban on international timber exports,
households harvest trees for charcoal production and supply
domestic construction materials. While this income source is
minor in comparison to cash crops, in recent years it has
become more important.
Maize is becoming a popular crop. While it is grown in small
quantities it is particularly important in tying households over
the lean season. Demand for sorghum for local brewing has
increased and it is becoming a notable cash crop in the region.
Households in this zone do not directly engage in cross-border
trade. Kenema is the primary trading hub for locally produced
commodities, while Bo also plays an important role for cassava
sales.
Mining occurs on a localized level, as in Zone 5 but it has been a
more important part of households’ income than in Zone 5/
Most people involved in large scale mining come from other
countries in the region. Some mining attracts young men away
from agricultural work, but compensation is lower. Mostly this
employment is taken on as a form of coping when times are
hard.
Most households have some poultry, but only a minority raise
small ruminants, and cattle for slaughter are largely supplied by
Fulani herders. Households in the zone purchase fish from
coastal traders.
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Chiefdoms in Livelihood Zone 6
Chiefdom
number
15
16
17
18
19
20
31
32
33
37
38

Chiefdom

District

Goram Mende
Wando
Simbaru
Kando Leppeama
Dodo
Lower Bambara
Gorma Kono
Nimikoro
Nimiyama
Kamara
Gbense

Kenema
Kenema
Kenema
Kenema
Kenema
Kenema
Kono
Kono
Kono
Kono
Kono

Chiefdom
number
39
44
98
99
101
106
108
109
111
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Chiefdom

District

Tankoro
Flama
Badjia
Bagbe
Boama
Komboya
Niawa Lenga
Sielenga

Kono
Kono
Bo
Bo
Bo
Bo
Bo
Bo
Bo

Valunia

Livelihood Zone 7 – Koinadugu Livestock, Food Crops and Trade

Food Crops

Rice
Funde
Pulses

Sold Crops

Rice
Pulses
Groundnuts
Cassava (fresh and
processed)

Livestock

Cattle (Fulani)
Poultry
Goats
Sheep

Cash
Income

Crop sales
Agricultural work
Livestock sales
Small-scale trade

Crop damage by
cattle (and
resulting conflict)
Hazards

This zone occupies a great part of the higher lying areas of the
northeast, with altitudes around 500 meters rising to 700 meters.
This makes it a watershed area for the river system which
eventually reaches the coast, including Seli-Rokel and Mongo-Little
Scarcies. The vegetation is mainly bush and grasslands and the
population is sparse at under 20 persons per km2. Rainfall is only
moderate by Sierra Leone standards, and the ecology and climate
essentially preclude oil palms, cocoa or coffee plantations.
Therefore the crops grown on the relatively fertile soil are the basic
food crops, with inland rice rivaling upland rice in acreage in a
number of areas, also much ‘millet’ meaning funde (Digitaria), a
little sorghum, and importantly pulses including pigeon peas,
cowpeas, broad-beans and black-eye peas. There are also
appreciable amounts of groundnuts, whilst cassava and sweet
potatoes and oil-palms are lesser items.
The zone is known for livestock, especially cattle, but this
observation needs to be qualified. The cattle are not numerous in
relation to the land area and are overwhelmingly owned by the
minority population of ethnic Fulani who are specialist herders in
countries across West Africa. Some cattle come in from the north
(Guinea) for seasonal grazing. There has been a series of conflicts
between croppers and herdsmen regarding encroachment of
animals on agricultural fields.
Apart from Fulani, some households in all other ethnic groups do
own a few cattle but in general people tend more to own goats and
sheep, again in very modest numbers, although holdings are on the
increase, as is the poultry owned by greater numbers of people.
About 70% of cattle sold in local markets are owned by Fulani.

Erratic rainfall
Market isolation

The road network is poor, and despite advantages from crossborder trade, people are generally isolated from main market
centers. The lack of diversity in production and relatively heavy
dependence on the market for food make this a potentially more
food-insecure zone than the others.
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Chiefdoms in Livelihood Zone 7
Chiefdom
number
40
42
65
67
69
70
72
73
74
75

Chiefdom

District

Lei
Toli
Kassunko
Neini
Wara Wara Bafodia
Sengbe
Dembelia Sinkunia
Mongo
Sulima
Neya

Kono
Kono
Koinadugu
Koinadugu
Koinadugu
Koinadugu
Koinadugu
Koinadugu
Koinadugu
Koinadugu
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Livelihood Zone 8 – Follosaba Dembelia and Wara Wara Yagala Vegetables

Food Crops

Rice
Funde
Cassava
Sweet potatoes

Sold Crops

Chili and other
vegetables
Rice
Groundnuts
Pigeon peas

Livestock

Cash
Income
Sources

Cattle
Goats
Sheep

This is a very small but distinctive higher-elevation area which
favors vegetable production, especially the valuable chili peppers
which find a market as far as Freetown, whether in fresh or dried
form. But if the vegetable trade marks out this area, it is also true
that many other things are produced on its relatively fertile soils.
The food crops include both upland and inland swamp rice, which
reach self-sufficiency levels and some amount of marketing. The
second cereal is funde (Digitaria), whilst cassava is also cultivated in
some amount for home consumption, and pigeon peas and
groundnuts for both consumption and sale. The poor roads and
large distance from main market center are major disadvantages to
a zone which relies so heavily on marketing produce.
The grasslands and bush offer grazing for the cattle owned by
specialist herders (Fulani) and browsing for the goats owned by
villagers in general, together with some sheep. Conflict arising from
damage by cattle to planted fields is a recurrent matter.

Vegetable sales
Livestock sales
Crop sales
Trading

Cattle damage to
crops
Hazards

Bush fires
Market isolation
Erratic rainfall
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Chiefdoms in Livelihood Zone 8
Chiefdom
number
68
71

Chiefdom

District

Wara Wara Yagala
Follosaba Dembelia
(Dembalia Musala)

Koinadugu
Koinadugu
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Livelihood Zone 9 – Freetown Peri-Urban

Food Crops

Rice
Cassava
Other tubers

Sold Crops

Vegetables
Fruits
Rice

Livestock

Poultry
Small ruminants
Pigs

Cash
Income

Wage work/salary
Vegetable sales
Petty trade

Wind damage
Hazards

Crop pest
Theft of produce

This rural zone is dominated by the Freetown urban economy –
Freetown City and its widespread satellites from Goderich to
Waterloo. The dense population responds to the high demand for
both commodities and casual work. The zone contains a long
shoreline as well as an extensive hinterland mainly filled by the high
Peninsula Mountain ridge, which has the effect of concentrating the
population on the lower hills and near the shore. Agricultural land is
at a premium, but the value of the limited family plots is greatly
enhanced by the production of vegetables and fruits for the urban
market, helped by very high rainfall. Otherwise the main food crop
is cassava, followed by rice, and then other tubers. Poultry, small
ruminants and pigs are kept in small numbers, but again their value
is enhanced by the prices supported by the urban demand.
!round half of households’ food comes from the market rather
than their fields, and the cash for this and other costs of life comes
not only from production as above, plus the sale of fish, but far
more from urban-linked activities: petty trade, unskilled, skilled and
salaried work, some remittances – even begging by the poorest.
People also make money by digging and selling sand, gravel and
granite for the construction industry. In fact a substantial minority
of residents are not involved in agriculture – truly a ‘peri-urban’
picture (added to by the incidence of theft of vegetables and
livestock). On the other hand majority of farming households
employ agricultural laborers, so not all paid work is urban.
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Chiefdoms in Livelihood Zone 9
Chiefdom
number
150

Chiefdom

District

Freetown

Freetown
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Livelihood Zone 10 – Rice Bowl Areas

Food Crops

Rice
Cassava
Sweet Potato

Sold Crops

Rice
Cassava
Groundnuts

Livestock

Poultry
Goats
Sheep

Cash
Income

Food crop sales
Paid work
Petty trade

Water-logging
Flooding
Hazards
Crop pests
Livestock disease

This zone is in three separate parts – in Port Loko, Bombali and
Bonthe/Pujehun districts – which together make up a substantial
territory. They are distinguished by a heavy concentration of inland
rice production, although substantial upland rice and cassava are
also grown. There is some irrigation of the paddy rice, but mostly
the water collects naturally in swamp areas fed by both rainfall and
streams and rivers. Soils are relatively fertile.
The main rice production is labor intensive, and apart from family
labor there is a heavy accent on hired workers, many people
coming from other areas for the jobs. There are wealthy farmers
producing large surpluses for the market, but also many much
poorer farmers who actually need to purchase a substantial part of
their staple rice from the market in order to make it through the
year. Apart from and rice, cassava, groundnuts and palm oil sales,
and paid work, petty trade tends to be an important income source.
In the two coastal parts the sale of fish is a lesser source of cash, as
are also firewood from the mangrove forests, and remittances.
Rice is what unites the parts of this composite livelihood zone, but
the parts are not entirely similar. Households in the Port Loko area,
for instance, tend to own more small ruminants and poultry than
elsewhere (although numbers are still quite modest), perhaps
spurred by the prices paid in the nearby city market. In the
Bonthe/Pujehun section there is a relatively heavy emphasis on
cassava as a second staple. And as the interior section, the Bombali
part lacks the coastal fishing and mangrove resources.
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Chiefdoms in Livelihood Zone 10
Chiefdom
number
46
48
58
59
77
87
89
119
120
133
134

Chiefdom

District

Makari Gbanti
Leibasgayahun
Mabolo
Samu
Loko Massama
Kholifa Mabang
Malal Mara
Kwambebai Krim
Bumpeh
Yakemo-Kpukuma
Krim
Malen

Bombali
Bombali
Kambia
Kambia
Port Loko
Tonkolili
Tonkolili
Bonthe
Bonthe
Pujehun
Pujehun
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Annex 1 – Workshop participants
NAME

POSITION

E-MAIL

CONTACT
PHONE:
+232…

ADRA

Philip B. Conteh

Project Coordinator

techhealthcoordadrasl.@ya
hoo.com

0'33930835

2

ADRA

John A. Kanu

Field Officer Lungi Food
Sec.

project3.adras@yahoo.com

0'76630093

3

AFRICARE

Bariyanga James

Project Coordinator

james_bariyanga@yahoo.co
m

076747733

4
5

AICU
ARD

Musa Kamcou
Sandy Massaquoi

6

CARE

Ahmed A. Kamara

Mobile projects
Project Officer
Agric. + value C.
Coordinator

7

CILSS

Konate Amadou M.

Food Security Expert

konate.amadou@cilss.bf

8
9
10
11

CONCERN
CRS
FAO
FAO

Usman Toronka
Ibrahim S. Torawally
Fulvio Cemci
Julia Roberts

Marketing Officer
Asst. Agric. Prog. Mngr.
Project Officer
Program Officer

boyyenkee@yahoo.com
iturawally@sl.waro.ca.org
fulvio.cenci@fao.org
jm1roberts@yahoo.com

12

MAFFS

Brima Bangura

DPO

bangurabb@yahoo.com

13

MAFFS

Martha K. Koroma

Statistician

14
15

MAFFS
MAFFS

Mohamed H. Deen
Phibian Turay

Livestock Officer
M&E Officer

kadiatukoroma@yahoo.co
m
soriesl@yahoo.com
t.Phibian@yahoo.com

16

MAFFS

Mohamed A. Conteh

I&C Officer

ahmadmc2007@yahoo.com

17

MAFFS

Mohamed A. Sheriff

Assist. Director

18

MAFFS

Joseph S. Bangura

Coordination News

19

MAFFS

Hermione Davies

PEMSD

20

MAFFS/AFRICARE

Veronica Smith

21

MAFFS/FAO

Prince M. A. Kamara

M&E Officer
NSADP/CAADP
Coordinator

22

MoFEO/SLIS

Alpha I. Turay

23

MTI

Abu Bangura

24

NAFFSL

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

NAFFSL
NAFFSL
NAFFSL
NAFFSL
PAGE
PAGE
RIU
RPSDD
SLIEPA

Nr

AGENCY

1

sanmass2003@yahoo.com
aajnan_ahmed@yahoo.com

mohamedajuba@yahoo.co
m
kabileh@yahoo.com
hermionedavies1@gmail.co
m
veromatic77@yahoo.com
kotho2005@yahoo.com

Project Coordinator

alphaibrahim@yahoo.co.uk

Jesse O. John

President

NAFFSL2009@yahoo.com

Hassan Jalloh
Mohamed S. Kabiru
Gassini A. Sheriff
M. Bangura
Sia Iscandari
Elizabeth Jalloh
Foday S. Kanu
Thekeka M. Coutch
Victoria Nicol

Consultant
Sec. General
Production
Deputy/Marketing
Agribusiness/Marketing
M&E Officer
Programme Office
M&E/MIS
Trade Librarian
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brianhamid@yahoo.com
sfoday@hotmail.com
jbethylizzy@yahoo.com
fodaymatkay@yahoo.com
vnicol@sliepa.org

0'33968891
0'76442745
0'76-524579
0'022650374
133
0'88755458
0'76605399
0'76612277
0'76866952
0'76-743820
0'78494247
078638055
033343241
0'33912394/
0'77215724
076646442
0'76970620
0'78695443
076608320
076657660
0'33-312478
0'33633126
0'33/077/07
6 605894
0'76687786
0'76675263
0'76840343
0'76755309
0'33949178
076619735
0'76738542
0'33399883
0'33991593

34
35

SSL
USAID

Philip S. Amara
Isattou J. Kamara

Director, GSD
Food for Peace Officer

36

WFP

Jean-Martin Bower

Market Specialist

37

WFP

Musa B. Gamaga

VAM Assist.

musa.Gamaga@wfp.org

38

WORLD VISION

Junisa Ngabeh

Bus Dev. Officer

jangebeh@yahoo.com
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amarafilip@yahoo.com
ijkamara@usaid.org
jeanmartin.bower@wfp.org

0'76722001
0'76622243

0'76-690330
0'76-774890

