
 

 

 Mozambique Food Security Update: July, 2000 

Summary 
Most parts of the country continued to experience dry conditions during July as normal for this 
season of year. Dry weather conditions favored the harvesting of first-season crops. 
Production of first-season cash crops, cotton and cashew nuts, fell below average levels. Lower 
world market prices had a significant impact on the reduction of area cultivated in cotton. The 
decrease in cashew nut production was due to high rates of abortion at the flowering stage. By 
comparison, production of tobacco, sesame and sunflowers increased moderately. 
Food availability has improved significantly in the country since the completion of the main first-
season harvest in May and June. In addition, Mozambique holds sizeable carry-over stocks 
from the 1999/2000 consumption year that ended in April. Approximately 266,000 MT of maize 
were available to meet the needs of 107,000 MT of maize for human consumption during July. 
Consequently, maize prices remain very low. 
Light showers during the first dekad were favorable for the growth of second-season crops in 
the central and southern regions of the country. In general, second-season crops are performing 
well and should contribute to the availability of food and household incomes in flood- and 
cyclone-affected areas. However, in Chokwe, Manhiça, and Marracuene Districts (Maputo 
Province), second-season crops, particularly maize, are performing poorly due to waterlogging 
and high salinity of the soil. 
The National Early Warning System (MADER/SNAP) has forecasted seed requirements, 
cultivated area and estimated production for Mozambique�s seven staple crops for the 
2000/2001-production year (April � March). For cereals, seed needs are based on a projected 
annual production of about 2.260 million MT, considerably higher than recent levels. 
Resettlement of the flood-affected population is progressing well in the southern region because 
of good coordination between government, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), donors, 
and churches. According to the National Institute of Disaster Management (INGC) and WFP, the 
number of people requiring emergency assistance has decreased from 650,000 to 156,500. 
Food needs of the remaining 156,500 people will be met through Food for Work (FFW) 
programs coordinated by INGC and WFP. 
WFP carried out a free food distribution in coordination with CARITAS in Chicualacuala, 
Massagena, and Mabalane Districts (Gaza Province) where the population faces severe food 
shortages. Relief efforts will shift soon to FFW programs. 
A joint INGC/WFP report stresses the urgency importance of developing a contingency plan for 
the 2000/2001 rainy season with two objectives: to halt and reverse land degradation in flood-
prone areas and to develop early warning and/or mitigation mechanisms against future natural 
disasters. 

1. Rainfall 
Most parts of Mozambique continued to experience dry conditions during July, as normal for this 
season of year. Reports from the National Institute of Meteorology (INAM) indicate that some 
areas of the country experienced light showers, particularly in the first decade, as shown in 



 

 

Table 1. These showers were favorable for the growth of second-season crops in the central 
and southern regions. 

Table 1. Dekadal and Cumulative Rainfall (mm) in Mozambique: July 2000 
 July 1-10 July 11-20 July 21-31 Cumulative 
 OR NR OR NR OR NR OR NR 
Northern 4.7 5.2 4.0 4.7 10.3 3.3 19.0 13.2 
Central 12.5 9.5 0.4 5.6 8.4 5.0 21.3 20.1 
Southern 24.2 12.9 11.5 4.5 4.9 9.5 40.6 26.9 
NR = Normal Rainfall OR = Observed Rainfall 

Source: INAM 

2. Agricultural Prospects and Conditions 
The main first-season harvest that started in May is completed. Evaluation of the first-season 
harvest of 1999/2000 production year indicates that total production of cereals was 5 percent 
lower than the first-season harvest in the 1998/99 production year. Production of first-season 
cotton and cashew nuts fell below average levels. By comparison, production of tobacco, 
sesame and sunflowers increased moderately 
Cotton production fell due to lower world market prices, which had a significant impact on the 
reduction of cultivated cotton areas in the 1999/2000 production year. Consequently, farmers 
shifted into other cash crops, such as tobacco, sesame, and sunflowers, whose prices were 
more attractive. 
Heavy rains in the southern and central regions late January up to March had a negative effect 
on the cashew production, increasing the rate of abortion at the flowering stage. As a result, few 
nuts were formed. Cashew nuts are an important source of income for small-scale farmers in 
Majacaze District (Gaza Province) and Funhaloro and Mabote Districts (Inhambane Province). 
However, these farmers earned less cash income for their 1999/2000 crop, because fewer 
cashew nuts were harvested and sold.) 
Second-season crops continued to perform well because of the low but reasonably distributed 
rainfall (Table 1). Newly harvested second-season crops will improve the short-term availability 
of food in some flood-affected zones in about one to three months. In other flooded areas, such 
as Chokwe (Gaza Province), Manhiça, and Marracuene Districts (Maputo Province), second-
season crops, particularly maize, are not performing well due to waterlogging and high soil 
salinity. 
The National Early Warning System (MADER/SNAP) has projected seed requirements, 
cultivated area and estimated production for Mozambique�s seven staple crops for the current 
2000/2001-production year (April � March), as shown in Table 2. 

Table 2. Projected Seed Needs, Area Planted and Crop Production for 2000/01 

 Maize Sorghum Millet Rice Pulses Groundnuts Cassava

Seeds (MT) 2,559 990 289 886 1,654 861 --

Area (ha) 1,563,638 530,638 95,601 251,927 473,696 359,363 1,145,072

Production (MT) 1,637,465 348,574 48,713 228,709 236,283 164,928 6,376,932

Source: SNAP/DINA 



 

 

Seed needs, similar to those of last year, should be considered as maximum needs. For 
cereals, seed needs are based on projected annual production of about 2.260 million MT, 
considerably higher than recent levels. The National Early Warning System shares these figures 
with donors and private seed companies as a means to ensure sufficient supplies. 

3. Livestock Production 
There are no reports indicating water and pasture shortages for livestock in the central and 
southern regions where livestock are predominately found. The restocking programs in the 
formerly flooded areas of Gaza and Maputo Provinces are underway. These local programs are 
carried out by NGOs in coordination with the National Directorate of Livestock (DINAP/MADER). 
Eligible livestock raising households receive an animal, usually a cow, on condition that they 
raise the first offspring and return it to the NGO for distribution to another household. 

4. Maize Availability and Marketing Issues 
Overall, reports indicate that maize is available at the household level in the northern and 
central zones of the country as result of last year�s satisfactory harvest. The Department of 
Internal Commerce of the Ministry of Industry and Commerce estimates that about 266,000 MT 
of maize were available for human consumption in July. By comparison, monthly human 
consumption needs were estimated at around 107,000 MT. In addition, sizeable carry-over 
stocks are available from the 1999/2000-consumption year that ended in April. 
Surplus maize from northern Mozambique will be very important in building up the National 
Food Reserve and for marketing to other regions. The government, WFP, and the private sector 
can purchase maize, particularly from Nampula and Niassa Provinces. WFP is already buying 
last year�s maize reserves for delivery to the southern region of the country. 
However, there is concern about the high moisture content of last year�s maize that remains in 
storage in the northern region. The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MADER) will 
need to inspect this maize and offer technical advice and assistance to farmers and traders to 
reduce the level of post-harvest losses. 
Maize prices remain seasonally very low due to increased maize harvesting in July, especially in 
the central and northern regions. Both the central and northern regions experienced a drop in 
prices between 38 and 43 percent between May and June. Prices are also lower this year than 
last. For instance, in June 1999, the price of maize was between 700 and 800 Metical/Kg 
(Mt/Kg) in Quelimane (Zambezia Province, central region) and in Nampula Cities (Nampula 
Province, northern region). In these regions, the current price of maize ranges between 400 and 
500 Mt/Kg. As a result, farmers want to hold onto their maize reserves and are waiting for maize 
prices to rise before selling. In the southern provinces, maize prices remained about the same 
as last month. 
Pulses are a very important source of nutrition for balanced diets and a source of income in 
rural and urban areas in Mozambique. In the case of beans and cowpeas, prices are 
satisfactory. The average farm-gate price is 3,000 Mt/kg for beans, and 1,000 Mt/kg for 
cowpeas. These prices are slightly lower than those observed in June last year. 

5. Post-Flood Update 
The resettlement of flood affected population is progressing very well in the former flooded 
areas ― Maputo, Gaza, Inhambane, Sofala, Manica, and Tete Provinces ― due to good 



 

 

coordination between Government, the National Institute For Disaster Management (INGC), 
NGOs, donors and churches. However, resettlement has been slow in other districts 
(Machanga, Machaze, and Sussudenga-Dombe, all in Manica Province). From July 5 to 14, a 
joint INGC/WFP mission visited areas affected by the floods and cyclone. The mission 
recommended urgently holding a Training Seminar on the Strategies of Resettlement of the 
population, largely for NGOs, local authorities and the government. In the Seminar, topics such 
as size and silting of the plots need to be discussed and recommendations made. 
The flood emergency that was declared earlier this year in February is abating and food security 
has improved considerably. Following the floods and cyclones approximately 650,000 people 
were displaced and deprived of their household food reserves. These populations became 
heavily dependent on free food distribution programs carried out by multi-sectoral partners 
coordinated by the Mozambican Government. Some of these people are now gradually 
recovering and currently harvesting their second-season crops. Those who cannot wait until 
harvest time consume immature green maize, a good source of food in several flood-affected 
areas. 
Subsequently, the number of needy people has decreased from 650,000 to 156,500, according 
to the INGC. This indicates that about 70 percent of the flood and cyclone affected populations 
are on their way to recovery from the most devastating emergency situation that Mozambique 
has ever experienced. The INGC/WFP report recommends that food needs of the remaining 
156,5000 people be addressed in form of Food for Work (FFW) programs. 

6. Food Crisis Warning 
About 18,270 people live in Chicualacuala, Massagena and Mabalane Districts (Gaza 
Province). These people need to be closely monitored because they are facing problems of 
geographic isolation and food insecurity. The main road was washed away by the floods so food 
aid distribution has been limited. In addition, households in these districts lost their food 
reserves and standing crops during the floods. WFP is distributing food in these districts in 
coordination with CARITAS. WFP will soon start labor-intensive FFW programs, such as the 
rehabilitation of the main roads in the Chicualacuala, and Massagena Districts, to improve the 
access of this area to outside services. 

7. Contingency Planning 
The joint report of INGC/WFP indicates that there is a need to develop a contingency plan for 
the 2000/2001 rainy season. This contingency plan has two objectives: to halt and reverse land 
degradation in flood-prone areas and to develop early warning and/or mitigation mechanisms 
against future natural disasters, particularly floods and cyclones. 
The major proposed activities include: 

• repositioning and repair of drainage channels, 

• constructing floodgates, 

• planting of tree in the areas affected by cyclones, 

• rehabilitating tertiary roads, 

• reconstructing of destroyed schools and hospitals, 

• replacing boats along rivers for use in emergencies, and 



 

 

• placing sandbags on side roads in low-lying areas for emergency diking. 

8. Macro-Economic Indicators 
The monthly rate of inflation in Maputo rose sharply from �1.2 in June to 07 in July. This 
increase was due to an increased cost of housing, transport and education, according to the 
National Institute of Statistics (INE). Though comparatively modest, this inflation has a negative 
impact on consumers whose real monthly income has decreased. 
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