
 

 

 Mozambique Food Security Update: June 2000 

Summary 
• As a result of normal dry weather conditions during most of June, harvesting of 

annual crops is nearly done and threshing is underway. 

• Second-season crops are performing well due to good soil moisture, soil fertility and 
mild temperatures.  It is expected that in some areas, particularly Zambezia Province, 
production of second-season crops will be above normal.  

• The continuing harvests are improving food supplies in the country.  Even in regions 
affected by adverse weather conditions, such as floods and drought, food availability 
and access have improved considerably.  

• Local authorities, MSF-CIS and WFP have reported problems of food insecurity in 
some localized areas.  Currently WFP and local authorities in the upland parts of 
Chicualacuala, Massagena, and Mabalane Districts (Gaza Province) are assessing 
the need for therapeutic feeding of children under a "food crisis" scenario. 

• Food prices have stabilized in many markets monitored by the Agricultural Market 
Information System (MADR/SIMA) as a result of the on-going harvests.  The retail 
price of white maize grain decreased from 0.4 percent in Maputo to 33.8 percent in 
Lichinga.    

• Marketing conditions have improved in the formerly flooded areas in Southern 
Mozambique.  However, lack of access to outside markets still deprives many people 
of income-generating opportunities for selling livestock, firewood, charcoal, and 
timber. 

• Post-flood reconstruction may get started in August.  International donors have 
disbursed about US$2.2 million for rehabilitating roads and bridges, re-establishing 
the electrical power grid in Moamba and Maputo Districts, reconstructing public 
infrastructure in Chokwe and Xai-Xai, setting up schools, restoring water and sewage 
systems, and removing landmines that surfaced during the floods.  

1. Rainfall  
The light showers received in the first and second dekads of June boosted the growth of 
second-season crops in the Northern (Nampula Province), Central (Zambezia and Manica 
Provinces) and Southern (Gaza and Maputo Provinces) Regions. The above normal rainfall 
in the other parts of the north of the country did not damage the development of the second 
crops during the second dekad of June.  
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Table 1: Cumulative and Dekadal Rainfall Information (mm) during June 2000

RO RN RO RN RO RN RO RN
North 3.0 6.2 30.5 6.3 4.3 6.3 37.8 18.8
Center 3.7 6.9 2.4 9.5 12.5 5.8 18.6 22.2
South 8.9 6.0 0.6 6.5 1.6 3.4 11.1 15.9
Source: INAM. RO= Rains Observed

RN= Rains Normal

1st dekad June 2nd dekad June 3rd dekad June Cumulative

 

2. Agricultural Prospects and Conditions 
The main-season harvest started in May and is nearing completion.  Seasonably dry weather 
conditions are facilitating the harvesting and threshing of food crops.  The continuing harvest 
has improved the food security in the country.  Even in some flood and drought affected 
areas, food availability and food access are presently adequate for the majority of 
households. 
According to Early Warning System of the National Directorate of Agriculture (SNAP/DINA), 
national crop production is expected to be good for the 1999/2000 production year, despite 
the devastating cyclones and floods in the Southern Region in February and March.  The 
final production figures for the 1999/2000 production year show that total production of 
cereals reached 1.5 million MT — only 5 percent below the good crop of the previous year, 
1998/99.  Moreover, SNAP/DINA expects Niassa and Manica Provinces (Central Region) will 
have an above-average maize harvest whereas Gaza and Maputo Provinces (Southern 
Region) can anticipate below-average maize production due to approximately 87,000 MT of 
maize losses from floods and drought. 
Post-harvest crop storage conditions are weak points in the small-scale farming system, 
particularly in areas affected by the floods, according to a recent report issued by the 
Department of Agriculture and Farming Systems of the National Research Institute for 
Agriculture (DASP/INIA).  In general, when both humidity and crop moisture content are high, 
farmers can hold their crops in fairly good condition for only six months or less.  There is a 
need to improve these conditions as a way to expand farmer marketing options. 
Second-season crops are progressing well, owing to good soil moisture and fertility 
conditions and mild temperatures.  Maize and beans are in the late vegetative and maturing 
stages.  This suggests that prospects for second-season harvest in July are excellent.  In 
Zambezia Province, harvesting has already started, although the main harvest is expected in 
August.  

3. Livestock Production 
Good livestock conditions have been reported in the country and pasture conditions are still 
good in many areas.  Many seasonal lakes, formed during the recent cyclones and flooding, 
are likely to remain full until the next rainy season that normally begins in September and 
continues through April.  However, water borne diseases are causing greater than average 
livestock mortality rates, particularly in the Southern and Central Regions where most of the 
livestock are located.  
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The devastating floods caused the loss of at least 20,000 cattle and an unspecified number 
of chickens and other birds.  These losses continue to be reflected in lower levels of sales of 
these animals on local markets.  As consequence, livestock-raising households have to 
contend with reduced incomes and poorer diets. The National Livestock Department 
(MADR/DINAP) is coordinating re-stocking programs in the formerly flooded areas of Gaza 
and Maputo Provinces (Southern Region). 

4. Food Access, Market Conditions and Prices 

4.1. Food Stocks and Access: 

Food Stocks.  Mozambique’s annual Food Balance Sheet (see Table 2) describes the 
relationship between supply and demand of the most important cereals (maize, rice and 
wheat).  Based on opening stocks and production, Mozambique is forecast to have a deficit 
of 444,000 MT of cereals in the 2000/2001 marketing year (May-April), consisting of 60,000 
MT of maize, 218,000 MT of rice, and 174,000 MT of wheat.  However, projected imports will 
allow Mozambique to meet its consumption requirements, leaving a small balance after 
exports.  Consumption of fresh cassava, other tubers, beans and groundnuts is a significant 
complement to cereals in the diet.  

Table 2. Mozambique:  Forecast Annual Food Balance 2000/01 ('000 tons) 

Food Access. On-farm stocks have been building up across Mozambique with the on-going 
harvest of main-season crops  (October-May).  These additional supplies increase farm 
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household incomes and access to food while helping to lower prices for those who rely on 
the market.  This has created a stable food security situation in most of the country.  
However, problems of food insecurity have been reported in some localized areas.  MSF-CIS 
has identified the districts below as the most food insecure: 

• the locality of Mitande in Madimba district in Nampula Province,  

• Mazaze and Chiure Velho Districts in Cabo-Delgado Province,  

• Machaze District in Manica Province, 

• Mabote and Zavala Districts in Inhambane Province, 

• Chicualacuala, Massagena, and Chigubo Districts in Gaza Province, and 

• Marracuene District in Maputo Province.  

4.2. Market Conditions and Prices 

Marketing conditions have improved significantly in the flooded areas.  However, a lack of 
access to outside markets has deprived many rural people of income-generating 
opportunities to sell livestock, firewood, charcoal, and timber. 
Following normal seasonal patterns, 
food commodity prices are declining in 
many markets covered by 
MADR/SIMA.  From May to June of the 
current year, the retail price of white 
maize grain declined from 0.4 (Maputo 
Province) to 33.8% (Lichinga City), as 
presented in Table 3.   
The retail price of maize of the 
monitored market in the Southern 
(deficit) Region was 50% higher in May 
than in the Northern (surplus) Region 
of the country compared to prices with 
those observed in the two previous 
years (see Figure 1).  The reason for 
the white maize grain (WMG) price 
differences is due to the deterioration of the national road linking the northern provinces to 
the southern provinces of the country. 

5. Post-Flood Update  
International donors have disbursed a considerable amount of funds since July 13, and work 
on post-flood reconstruction in Mozambique can begin at the end of August.  According to 
the Ministry of Plan and Finance, reconstruction priorities are as follows: 

• rehabilitation of the urban infrastructure, 

• rehabilitation of the infrastructure along the Limpopo River designed to protect rural 
populations in part of Gaza Province from future flooding, 

Table 3: Retail Prices and % Difference May/June 
of WMG (Mt/Kg) at Selected Markets 

Market May June %Dif
Maputo 3192 3178 -0.4
Xai-xai 2248 2143 -4.7
Maxixe 1970 1727 -12.3
Beira 1314 1034 -21.3
Chimoio 1400 1371 -2.1
Quelimane 845 nd
Nampula 1198 1001 -16.4
Pemba 940 914 -2.8
Lichinga 2159 1429 -33.8
Source:  SIMA
Rate: 15391,00 Mt/ 1 USD
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• removal of landmines in affected flooding areas, 

• reconstruction of the electricity grid, particularly in Moamba and Maputo Districts, 

• reconstruction of schools, 

• repair of roads and bridges, and 

• rehabilitation of drinking water systems. 

The rehabilitation/construction emergency phase will start as soon as possible, preferably 
prior to the beginning of the rainy season.  The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development estimates that 80 percent of needed seeds and agricultural tools have been 
distributed.  
WFP delivered 12,000 MT of food aid, mostly by air, from February 11 until May 4.  
Additional food aid has been distributed by road.  WFP has extended its emergency food 
distribution operations through April 2001 in view of continuing needs.  WFP states that its 
ability to deliver thousands of tons of food aid to flood victims over coming months depends 
on functioning roads and bridges, which food aid trucks must cross.  Food for work programs 
designed to help speed up road and bridges repair alone won’t solve the problem.  Road 
repairs are needed today so food aid arrivals can reach people tomorrow.  In collaboration 
with the National Roads Administration (ANE), WFP has identified more than 500 km of 
tertiary roads that need repair because of the recent floods.  With flood waters receding, 

Figure 1. 
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WFP has been urging donors to contribute US$3.2 million for emergency repairs of roads 
and bridges.  WFP and local authorities are analyzing the needs for therapeutic feeding in 
the northern part of Gaza Province. 
About 90 percent of displaced families have left their emergency accommodation centers.  
According to the National Institute for Disaster Management  (INGC), over thousand two-
roomed houses have been built and handed over to those who lost their homes in suburban 
Xai-Xai, Macarretane (Gaza Province).  The construction of a further 5,000 cement brick 
houses is underway in Matola, Catembe, Motaze, and Congolote Catembe (Maputo 
Province).  These houses will be available to flood victims within six months if the necessary 
money to finish their construction is available on time 

6. Warning of Food Crisis  
Local authorities in Chicualacuala, Massagena and Mabalane Districts (Gaza Province) have 
warned that a “food crisis” is imminent in some areas because of complete crop losses from 
the floods in February and March and because planting of second-season crops was not 
possible in higher areas.  In addition, poor road access to those districts has caused a sharp 
rise in the price of basic necessities since February.  According to INGC, the water supply in 
the northern areas of Gaza Province is a concern, as transport of water from Chokwe has no 
longer been possible since the railway bridge at Macarretane was washed away by the 
floods.  The population is currently using untreated water from the lakes and rivers carrying 
the risk of cholera contamination. 

7. Macro-Economic Indicators 
In Maputo, inflation declined from 2.8 percent per month in April to 0.8 percent in May. 
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