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Summary 
 
Nationwide, lowland (bas-fonds) production is at its highest level in five years.  This performance is the 
result of an increase in cultivated acreage, crop diversification, and the reduction of damage by sesamia 
caterpillars.  The biggest increase in cultivated acreage in the lowlands was recorded in Aftout and in 
Affolé, which have been extremely food insecure in the past few years. 
 
In southern Hodh El Chargui Wilaya, lowland production should make up for a good part of the rainfed 
cereal production deficit in Amourj and Bassikounou Moughataas, which are the major cereal production 
areas of this wilaya.  Farm households of Djiguenni and Nema will be able to replenish their reserves.  
The improved availability of cereals and the rehabilitation of pastureland by the NGO, ACORD, will raise 
the level of food security among the herders of Dahr de Bassikounou. 
 
In the Hodh El Gharbi Wilaya, good production in the lowlands of Affolé will improve the food security 
outlook for the northern part of Kiffa Moughataa in Assaba Wilaya and in Aïoun El Atrouss and 
Tamchakett Moughataas.  Only Kobonni and Tintane Moughataas might experience a short-term shortage 
of production because there are no lowland areas in Kobonni or because there was a decrease in cultivated 
area due to a massive departure of manpower after the poor production of the Dieri (rainfed agriculture) 
in Tintane. 
 
In the Trarza, Brakna, and Gorgol, a significant decrease of Walo (flood recession agriculture) and 
irrigated production will further reduce farmer food security after an already poor Dieri production. 
 
The food outlook for farmers in the Senegal River valley, which improved after the harvest in the 
irrigated perimeters, is deteriorating.  The average price of millet, which stabilized in January around 200 
UM per moud (about 4 kg), is already back to 220 UM. 
 
In the central zone (Aleg, Magda-Lahjar, Monguel, M'Bout, and Barkéol Moughataas), the food situation 
is clearly improving.  In contrast, the area of the Boras (southern part of the arrondissement of Mâle in 
Aleg Moughataa) is experiencing the most difficult food situation in the Aftout.  Dieri production is low, 
and production in the higher lowlands is poor.  Farmers are relying only on the lower parts of the 
lowlands, but the acreage is not enough for a significant amount of production. 
 
The food security outlook for herders remains good, apart from a few problems of pastures in 
Bassikounou and Tintane Moughataas.  
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In urban areas, food security is deteriorating, following new price increases for basic food products.  
While those with goods to sell or services to offer, particularly in the informal sector, can offset these 
increases by raising their prices, those who work on fixed salaries are at a disadvantage.  
 
 
1. Review of Food Crises in Mauritania 
 
The food security outlook for people in the lowland areas is improving, whereas it is deteriorating for 
farmers in the Senegal River valley and for shantytown dwellers.  In the south and east of the Adrar, 
the food status of farming households improved with the harvest in the lowlands of Atar, Aoujeft, and 
Chinguitti Moughataas.  The sales of vegetable crops should normally increase their purchasing 
power. 
 
1.1. Diminishing Crises  
 
Under the combined effects of a good Dieri production as well as lowland production, the vulnerability 
level is decreasing in some production areas of Aftout in Brakna Wilaya (Aleg and Magda-Lahjar 
Moughataas), Gorgol Wilaya (Monguel and M'Bout Moughataas), and AssabaWilaya  (Barkéol 
Moughataa).  In most of these production areas in Aftout, the rains, which continued until November, 
prompted farmers to expand the cultivated areas in the lowlands and behind the dams, diversify their 
crops, and increase the acreage of maize and cowpeas.  This diversification was very beneficial to the 
farmers, who subsequently were not forced to slash prices of their annual sorghum production to pay their 
debts and buy other food products (such as rice, wheat, sugar, tea and vegetable oil.).  In the area of Mâle 
(southernAleg Moughataa) and in south of Magda-Lahjar Moughataa (arrondissement of Dionaba all the 
way to the border of the Barkéol Moughataa in Assaba), one moud of sorghum sells for between 170 and 
180 UM.  This price for sorghum, very expensive for harvest time, is a good indication of the positive 
impact of income diversification, whereby farmers are producing other goods in addition to sorghum, 
thereby lowering its supply. 
 
The pastoral situation remains good.  Like in traditional times, livestock migration is still restricted to 
areas between southern Kiffa Moughataa and northern Kankossa Moughataa.  There have been a few 
cases where herders entered Ould Yengé and M'Bout Moughataas, but these instances were the result of 
water access problems.  Many ponds are already dry following strong winds that started to blow at the 
beginning of February, much earlier than the usual start of mid-March.  
 
The food security situation also improved in southeastern Maghama Moughataa (area of the Belougué).  
Many agricultural areas, which were flooded by heavy rains at the end of the season, were put to good use 
as lowlands production and yielded good crops. 
 
In the Moughataas of Bassikounou and Amourj in Hodh El Chargui, most of the Dieri production deficit 
will be offset by good lowlands production.  If the traditional marketing systems operate correctly 
between the different moughataas of the wilaya and between these moughataas and the neighboring 
production areas in Mali, there will be no shortage of cereals on the markets. 
 
Except for the forecasted migration of livestock in the northern part of the Bassikounou Moughataa, the 
migration of livestock observed in January seems more dictated by watering problems than the usual 
phenomenon of migration.  Therefore, globally, the food situation of these populations is improving 
significantly. 
 
In the Adrar, the harvest in the lowlands improved the food situation for farmers in Aoujeft and Atar 
Moughataas.  But unquestionably, it will be the income from sales of vegetable crops that will raise the 
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purchasing power of farmers and give them them access to traded food.  Adrar has a long tradition of 
growing vegetables to supply the markets of Nouakchott, Nouadhibou, and Zouerate.  The income gained 
from vegetables (between December and February) and the income from the sale of dates (July to 
September), are the major sources of revenue for most of the farmers in that area. 
 
In Tintane Moughataa in Hodh El Gharbi, the outlook for herders has improved.  Many herders from 
southern Tintane, where pastures were destroyed by bush fires, moved toward the northern part of the 
moughataa and southwestern Aïoun El Atrouss Moughataa where pastures are good and where they can 
sell their milk production to the pasteurization plant at Aïoun. 
 
The Affolé, which is traditionally the breadbasket of the subregion, should regain its position of cereal 
supplier inthe eastern parts of Tintane and Kobonni Moughataas.   
 
1.2. Continuing Crises 
 
In the zone of the Boras (southern arrondissement of Mâle), the food situation is still the most difficult in 
the entire Aftout.  The Dieri production was low, and yields in the lowlands were poor.  In the higher 
lowlands (central part Aleg Moughataa and western part of Magda-Lahjar Moughtataa), where only 
sorghum was planted, its price stands at 130 UM per moud.  Indeed, the production was better than last 
year’s, but because there was almost no crop diversification, the farmers are compelled to sell their 
sorghum at low prices set by the traders to settle the debts they acquired during the hungry period.  Prices 
will drop progressively as more and more fields are harvested.  Therefore, cereal availability will quickly 
drop in this zone which nonetheless had better production. 
 
In the Senegal River valley, the decrease of the Walo  and irrigated production will affect mainly farming 
housheolds.  As noted earlier, the Dieri cereals (sorghum and millet) were mediocre, as were minor crops 
such as cowpeas and watermelons.  The price of sorghum, which was sold in December for 200 UM per 
moud, experienced a brief drop to 160 UM in January and in mid-February started to increase again to 
240 UM after the harvest of the irrigated fields and the maize planted on riverbanks (Falo).   
 
Besides noting the reduction of acreage during its February field trip, FEWS NETpredic ts a significant 
decrease of productivity due to the drying out of the crops, especially in the higher parts of the Walo 
areas.  In spite of insufficient floods, many farmers in the Gorgol (especially in the Fori Plains, which go 
from Kaëdi to Lexeïba and is more than 40 km long and 30 km wide) did not plant their land because they 
feared damages by sesamia caterpillars and stray camels. 
 
Farming households already consumed all the maize production from the riverbanks.  This consumption, 
which started well before the harvest, contributed significantly to reducing the hungry period — but at 
great cost — because maize is consumed as soon as the kernels start to form.  The food situation is 
already a grave concern in Bababé, M’Bagne, and Boghé Moughataas.  
 
The lack of wild foods, (wild fonio, Boscia, Ziziphus, Balanites), which is used as emergency food during 
the hungry period, makes it very hard to carry out traditional coping strategies.  
 
The food situation is still a concern in the eastern part of R’Kiz Moughataa because of the poor 
performance of the Walo.  Consequently, farmers who grow only one crop are left with loans and sales of 
natural products (wood, charcoal, wild fruits, and leaves) as their only coping systems.  
 
Despite actions taken by the Food Security Commission (CSA) and the NGO, ACORD, the families of 
herders in the northern part of Bassikounou remain vulnerable because the livestock has already left 
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toward Mali or toward the pastoral areas of Amourj, Timbédra, and Djiguenni.  The absence of these 
animals deprives remaining household members of milk and other dairy products.  
 
In the suburbs of Nouakchott and Nouadhibou, after a lull in December, a new increase in fuel prices (the 
price of gasoline increased from 104.1 UM-119.1 UM/liter) was passed on to the price of food.  The 
neighborhood markets of Sebkha and El Mina, where there is a significant concentration of medium and 
low-income people, recorded an increase of 5- 10 UM/kg in the price of rice, depending on the variety.  
The price of oil increased from 180 UM-200 UM/liter.  Consumer prices registered an increase of 5- 10 
UM/kg for rice and 10- 15 UM/kg for sorghum.  Whereas prices of meat remained stable as compared 
with January (700 UM/kg for sheep and 550 UM/kg for camel or cattle), prices of fish changed daily due 
to fluctuating supplies, which vary with fishing conditions.  Mullet catches were not always able to 
supply the "poor people's market" because the carcasses of this fish, which is mostly used for its eggs, are 
sold lately at 200-300 UM per piece.  When the catches are good, carcasses are sold for between 10- 40 
UM per piece. 
 
 
2. Food Security Conditions and Outlook 
 
Because of the magnitude of the production deficit in the Senegal River valley and that the export 
orientation of cereals marketing channels, the food securityoutlook for farm households will continue 
to deteriorate.  In the south of Trarza and in the wadis of Adrar, the income from vegetable crops can 
help to reduce the level of food insecurity for two to three months.  The good production in the 
lowlands will also help to increase the food security of people in Aftout and southern Hodh El Chargui 
for four to fivemonths, after which it will be necessary to supplement rural household coping strategies 
by programs geared to the current level of food deficits.   
 
Following the harvest of irrigated crops and crops on the upperWalo  lands and the lowlands, the outlook 
has changed for each of the three regions in the Senegal River valley with production deficits.  As the 
principal source of sorghum, these harvests are the basis of the system used by rural households to 
manage their annual cereal supplies.  Table 1 shows the system of annual cereal production.  
 
In Trarza WIlaya: Farmers are heavily invested in vegetable crops.  They have been supplying the 
markets at Nouakchott and Rosso since the end of December.  Farmers who were involved in rice 
production have an income from both cereals and vegetables, which give them access to marketed food.  
Moreover, with the arriva l on the market of rice produced by neighboring Senegalese farmers, despite the 
surveillance by the customs, there is sufficient supply to halt the price increase. 

 
In the Brakna Wilaya: The acreage under vegetables is too little to have a market impact.  At most, 
these plots help to improve families’ daily diets during December through February.  Because recourse to 
gathering food in the wild is very limited, food insecurity will increase in the southern part of the wilaya.  
For a second consecutive year, people in this wilaya will be highly food insecure. 

 
Because the marketing channels are outbound and toward urban centers, the deficit zones of Brakna will 
not be able to get cereals that are marketed by the farmers of the Aftout.  This situation will be even 
harder for the farmers because a second year of poor cereal production was recorded in border areas of 
Senegal, which will not be able to supply cereals to the market. 
 
In Gorgol Wilaya: Looking at cereal availability only at the Wilaya level, the Dieri production, 
combined with the lowland production in Monguel, M’Bout, and Maghama Moughataas, should be 
expected to cover all the cereal needs of the populations.  Alas, the surpluses of Maghama Moughataa  
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have virtually no influence over the production deficit in other moughataas.  Besides the areas with a 
structural deficit in northern Monguel and M’Bout Moughataas, all the areas between Toufoundé Civé 
and Dao (Dao included) will experience food hardships.  In that area, the Walo  crops were not 
sownbecause of a lack of flooding.  The protection dyke of Maghama plainsstopped the water carried by 
the wadi Gorfa and prevented it from reaching riverine areas.  (Maghama is a large alluvial plain, which 
was used for flood recession cultivation up till 1996.  With support from Chinese aid, the Agency for 
Rural Development (SONADER) built a dyke to contain incoming water from the wadi Gorfa.  Thanks to 
this contained water, the flooded area is considerably greater now.  This improvement availability of 
water was all the more significant this year.  Even though low River levels flooded less area, the 
Maghama plains were well flooded by water from the Gorfa wadi, which was intercepted by the dyke 
rather than flowing directly into the Senegal River.)   

 
In Hodh El Chargui Wilaya: Actions taken by the Directorate for Humanitarian Action of the CSA for 
the agro-pastoral populations affected by the drought will help to lower food insecurity.  This program, 
implemented by the NGO ACORD, which already operates in the wilaya, is financed by CSA/Germany 
counterpart (matching) funds of 8,220,000 Ouguiya.  This program will cover 15 villages in Bassikounou 
Moughataa, for the duration of six months and will be used for the rehabilitation and the development of 
11.5 hectares of vegetable crops and 15 hectares of forage crops.  The CSA hopes to help the farmers with 
food and keep on site some of the livestock, which play a big part in feeding the herders.  
 
 
3. National Trends  
 
Despite significant production shortfall recorded in Brakna and Trarza Wilayas, more cereals will be 
available at the national level than was available during the last two years.  This situation is the result 
of both the increase of local production and the stability of imports.  The level of food insecurity in 
rural areas should decrease, thanks to good pastoral conditions, the increase and diversification of 

Table 1:  Annual Crop Calendar by Agricultural Production Typologoies in Mauritania 
Typology Crop Sowing Harvest 
Dieri (Rainfed) Millet, Sorghum, Maize, 

Cowpeas, Peanuts and 
Watermelon 

June-July, sometimes 
beginning of August 

October-November, 
sometimes beginning of 
December 

Rainfed lowlands (Bas-
fonds pluviaux) 

Sorghum,  Peanuts and 
Watermelon 

July-August November-December, 
sometimes January 

Irrigated, rainy seasone Rice, Sorghum, Maize June-July, sometimes 
beginning of August 

October-November, 
sometimes beginning of 
December 

Irrigated, cool off-
season 

Sorghum, Maize, 
Vegetables 

November-December February-March 

Irrigated, hot off-season Rice, Sorghum, Maize February April-May 
Walo (flood recession) Sorghum,  Peanuts and 

Watermelon 
October-November-
December 

January-February-March 

Lowlands and dykes 
(Bas-fonds et barrages)  

Sorghum, Cowpeas, 
Watermelon, Maize 

October-November-
December 

January-February 

Controlled flood 
recession (R’kiz 
décrue, Maghama 
décrue) 

Sorghum, Cowpeas, 
Watermelon, Maize 

October-November-
December 

January-February-March 

Source: FEWS/NET Mauritania 
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cereal production, and actions taken by the Food Security Commission (CSA) with the help of the 
World Food Program (WFP).  However, the vulnerability of urban areas will increase because the 
purchasing power of low-income groups is deteriorating. 
 
The lowland production should logically improve the availability of cereals at the regional and national 
level.  The cereal price increases recorded in January and February in the markets of the capital city are a 
result of the decrease in imports of Senegalese rice, on the one hand, and of speculation by rice producers 
who want to unload their 1999 reserves for a profit before other cereals will be made available by the 
food aid programs, on the other.  This explains the decrease of rice imports, which only resumed with the 
7,037 MT of food aid given by Japan.  In this context of aid, it should be noted that the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) gives 1,000 MT of wheat annually.  On the other hand, imports of wheat are increasing (81,357 
MT from November to January, 10,000 MT more than for the same period in 1999/2000).  Because cereal 
production is uneven and food aid is mostly wheat, eating habits are changing and people are consuming 
wheat more willingly. 
 
A look at price trends (Figure 1) shows that prices of wheat and flour are relatively stable.  At the same 
time, price increases for local rice can be seen as the result of insufficient supply due to insufficient 
production of rice and traditional cereals (sorghum and millet). 
 

The drop in the price of sorghum in the central areas of Aftout should continue with the growing harvest 
in the lowlands.  For the coming months, Aftout could become like Maghama, Kankossa, Selibaby, and 
Djiguenni Moughataas, which are the major cereal transfer zones toward Nouakchott.  Among all the 
rural towns, only Kiffa and Nema, which are located at the junction of the production zones, will benefit 
from the marketing of cereals, which were put into bulk quantities before being shipped to Nouakchott 
and Nouadhibou.  Other towns will have to import rice, wheat, and other food to cover their food deficit.  
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4. Zones At Risk 
 
The level of food insecurity increased in the agricultural areas of the Senegal River valley following 
the poor Walo production.  This expanded the vulnerable area into the western part of Maghama 
Moughataa.  Aftout and Affolé remain highly vulnerable areas as a result of structural poverty rather 
than an occasional deficit because the production conditions this year were better than in a year 
considered as normal.  Tidjika (Tagant) and Bassikounou Moughataas should also be monitored even 
if some relief actions were already initiated.  According to information provided by CSA, the food 
situation is deteriorating in Ouadane, Chinguitti, and Aoujeft in Adrar, and in Inchiri Moughataa.  
The recurring price increases in December and January also affect the people in the shantytowns of 
Nouakchott, Nouadhibou, and Zouerate.   
 
The poor Walo and irrigated production deprived farmers in the Senegal River valley of any hope of 
reducing part of their production deficit.  The productivity of small agricultural pockets in the 
Moughataas of R’Kiz in Trarza, Boghé, Bababé and M’Bagne in Brakna, and Kaëdi in Gorgol was very 
low.  Widespread areas dried before crops reached maturation, and fearing stray livestock, farmers 
hastened to cut the stalks in order to sell them to herders.  Unlike the case in Rosso Moughataa, where 
vegetable crops provide supplementary income and food, the populations of these areas must purchase 
food on the market.  In the western part of Maghama Moughataa, the river did not flood, and the Walo 
crops were not planted because a dyke held back the water from the wadi Gorfa..  And despite a very 
good Dieri production, these populations will find themselved facing the hungry period earlier than usual. 
 
In the Tagant, some dams burst, resulting in a significant reduction of the cultivated area. 
 
In the Hodh El Chargui, the program ACORD is geographically too limited to be able to cover all the 
groups at risk.  Therefore, the pastoral areas on the northern Bassikounou, where families who did not 
follow the migrating herds stayed, will remain vulnerable to food insecurity. 
 
In Adrar and in Inchiri, the poor rains in the north forced herders to migrate earlier than usual, depriving 
families who remained behind from milk and milk products supplied by the livestock.  Cereal production 
is particularly tenuous in the lowland areas of Inchiri.  Production will not even be sufficient to meet the 
needs of the population.  People in northern Ouad Naga and Boutilimit Moughataas in Trarza Wilaya who 
supply themselves with sorghum will have to turn to the market toget their cereal supplies.  According to 
the information gathered from the CSA, the situation is deteriorating in Aoujeft Moughataa, 
apparentlydue to the arrival of a massive number of livestock from Tiris and Inchiri. 
 
In shantytowns near the big cities, no action has been taken to halt the decline in the population's 
purchasing power, which is strongly influenced by price increases of basic foods. 


