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MALI Food Security Update 	 November 2007 

	 Cereal availability and accessibility remain stable throughout the country. 

	 Cereal production in 2007/08 is forecast to be 11 percent above the average for the past five years but 5 percent 
less than last year. 

	 Grazing conditions for livestock have improved, and milk production is satisfactory. 

	 Prices are lower than during the same period last year. They are also below the average for the past five years. 

Seasonal calendar and timeline of major events 

Source: FEWS NET 

Current food security conditions 

Following the good harvests in the 2006/07 growing season, household food conditions in the country are satisfactory. 

Harvest forecasts by The Permanent Interstates Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel/FAO/FEWS NET/WFP/National 
Component for 2007/08 show a growing season that is average overall at the national level, with production expected to be 
3,512,063 MT. These results will continue the trend of good cereal production in Mali in recent years and will also bring a 
certain measure of food security to the entire country. 

The markets are regularly and adequately supplied with cereals at prices that are relatively lower than last year’s and lower 
than the average for the same period over the past five years. According to the OMA [Agricultural Market Observatory], 
market changes can be expected to include a smaller decrease in cereal prices during the harvest this year thanks to the 
alternative income sources (shea nuts, watermelons, shallots, etc.) available to producers. They also should not deviate 
from their levels during the last growing season. 

Pastures and watering points for livestock are well‐supplied throughout the country. The animals are in good condition 
everywhere, and the animal health situation is relatively calm. Production and sale of milk for human consumption are 
increasing, to the benefit of herders. Livestock prices are favorable to pastoralists who, along with agro‐pastoralists, 
therefore have relatively easy access to cereals on the markets. 
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Progression of the season and 2007/08 cereal production forecasts 

The 2007/08 growing season was 
characterized by: 

	 A delayed start for the rains, which on 
the whole did not fully begin until mid‐
July. This development delayed 
planting and necessitated some 
replanting; 

	 Heavy rains in August, which caused 
flooding that hampered work in the 
fields and caused significant property 
damage and human injury, as well as 
the loss of some cultivated areas in 
several locales; 

	 Satisfactory water conditions after the 
heavy rains. Fill rates for water supply 
points were very satisfactory. Water 
levels were lower than last year on 
most watercourses until the first dekad 
of July. However, from then until 
September 20, they were significantly 
higher than last year. This means that 
the outlook for off‐season crops is 
good; 

	 Relatively calm plant‐health conditions. 
By and large, damage remained 
localized and slight. Surveying for 
migratory locusts has been at a 
standstill since August due to problems 
seen in the northern part of the 
country, which is the locust outbreak 
area; 

	 The second and third dekads of September, which are critical periods in the growth cycle of the crops (heading, 
flowering, seed setting), saw rainfall shortages in many farming areas. Normal progression of the growing season was 
shortened in some places by the early end to the rains. This situation will cause decreased yields in these areas. 
Elsewhere, according to estimates by the harvest assessment mission, the outlook for overall average production at the 
national level is hopeful. 

Table 1.  Comparisons of the forecasts for 2007/08 cultivated area 
(hectares) and cereal production (MT) 

Years Area (ha) 
Production 

(MT) 

2002/2003 3,193,070 2,518,237 

2003/2004 3,473,782 3,409,243 

2004/2005 ND 2,844,902 

2005/2006 3,119,135 3,398,628 

2006/2007 3,283,230 3,693,240 

2007/2008 3,335,876 3,512,063 

Avg.  for last five years (2002-2006) 3,267,304 3,172,850 

Change from 2006/07 ( percent) 1.60 - 4.91 

Change from avg.  for 2002-2006 ( percent) 2.10 10.69 

Source: EAC/CPS/MA 

Figure 1. Distribution of 2007/08 cereal production by region 

Tombouctou Gao Kayes 
Mopti 3% 1% 8% 

Koulikoro 12% 
11% 

Ségou 
33% Sikasso 

32% 

Source: EAC/CPS/MA, Graphic FEWS NET/Mali 

At the end of the 2007/08 season, projected cereal production was estimated at 3,512,063 MT by the Permanent 
Interstates Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel /FAO/FEWS NET/WFP/National Component. This figure is 11 
percent greater than the average for the past five years but 5 percent lower than last year (Table 1). 

The components of projected production for 2007/08 are: 31 percent millet, 26 percent sorghum, 15 percent maize, 27 
percent rice, 1 percent fonio and less than 1 percent wheat. Compared to production in the 2006/07 season, millet has 
declined by 5 percent, rice by 9 percent, maize by 23 percent, fonio by 9 percent and wheat by 1 percent. Only sorghum 
production increased, by 18 percent. 
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At the regional level, there was also an overall increase above 2006/07 for all cereals, of 11 percent in Kayes and 7 percent 
in Ségou. Elsewhere, a 13 percent drop is seen in Koulikoro; 7 percent in Sikasso; 11 percent in Mopti; 37 percent in 
Timbuktu and 33 percent in Gao. 

Regions such as Ségou, Sikasso, and Koulikoro, which are traditionally strong cereal producers, have lived up to that 
reputation again this season. Indeed Ségou, which is located in the center of the country, produces 33 percent of total 
cereals grown in the country. It is closely followed by Sikasso, in the south, which contributes a 32 percent share (Figure 1). 

Livestock conditions 

Throughout the country, pastures 
and water supply points are well‐
supplied this year. The animals are 
in fairly good condition. Epizootic 
conditions are normal. 

Up to this point, movement of the 
flocks and herds within and 
between zones has been normal. 

An analysis of biomass conditions 
(NDVI: normalized difference 
vegetation index) at the end of 
October shows that a satisfactory vegetation line persists in most of the country’s grazing zones. 

These biomass conditions are significantly better than average in the western part of the country in the Kayes region 
(Figure 2). 

Households that raise livestock have milk products increasingly available for their own consumption. Some of the milk is 
also destined for sale to generate income for meeting household needs. 

Figure 2. Biomass conditions (NDVI) as of October 31, 2007 and as compared to 
the average 

Source: FEWS NET/USGS 

Markets 

The country’s markets are still regularly supplied with 
cereals. Supply is sufficient to meet demand. 

The widespread relative stability of dryland cereals 
prices seen on the markets for the past several months 
continued at the end of October. 

On the market in Ségou, the main production zone, the 
price of millet fluctuated between 100 and 
108 CFAF/kg from February to October. At the end of 
October, it was 105 CFAF/kg, or 6 percent less than the 
October 2006 price (112 CFAF). It was also 24 percent 
less than the average for the past five years (Figure 3). 

Prices were expected to become even more stable, ending with the seasonal decrease in cereal prices with the arrival of the 
new harvest on the markets in the country’s main cereal‐producing zones. 

Figure 3. Changes in average consumer price of millet, Segou 
markets: 2005 to 2007 and average for 2002-2006 

Source: OMA, FEWS NET/Mali 
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However, according to observations by the OMA concerning the current market situation, cereal prices will decrease less 
this year during the harvest. So a sudden producer price collapse during the selling season is not likely. The prices may 
even firm up, given: 

 the growing importance of shea nuts as an alternative income source for farmers, especially in the Mali Sud area; 
 the emergence of other products such as shallots and watermelons, which are sold first. 

The alternatives listed above allow producers to spread the sale of their cereals over time, which limits price drops at 
harvest time. 

Replenishment of institutional stocks could begin starting in December 2007, when the harvest should be farther along. 

According to the OMA, the outlook is that prices should not change from last season’s levels. It is very likely that they will 
remain at the same level until the lean period if off‐season crops are planted as expected, beginning in November 2007. 


