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SUMMARY 
 
Agricultural activities have slowed down considerably after an average harvest of rainfed crops 
and the main-season rice harvest, which has increased for the sixth year in a row.  Off-season 
and flood recession farming are now underway, primarily in Timbuktu and Ségou Regions.  In 
Timbuktu, less acreage has been allocated to rice than in the previous year, while in Ségou the 
acreage allocated to rice has been larger and the crops more varied (such as onions, tomatoes, 
rice, maize, and cassava).  In addition, farmers have already started planting flood recession 
crops for the 2001/02 season in Timbuktu and Mopti Regions. 
 
Though grazing conditions are satisfactory at this time, deficient areas of rangeland exist in 
Timbuktu, Gao, and Kidal Regions.  The bourgou pastures came in sparse this year, and 
transhumant herds have been observed coming down from the north into the inland delta of the 
Niger River earlier than usual.  As a result, they will be staying in this major Malian grazing zone 
longer in 2001.   
 
This season's cereals prices, which in November and December 2000 were down from last 
year's prices, reached that year's level in January 2001 and went on to surpass it as of February 
2001.  The general upward trend in cereal prices that began in January 2001 in the retail 
markets of Mali's regional capitals appears to be continuing.   
 
According to the Agricultural Markets Observatory (OMA), the food security situation allows a 
portion of the National Food Security Reserves (SNS) that could not be sold last production year 
because of relatively low cereal prices to be put on the market this year.  Prices will firm up and 
are sure to exceed last year's prices.  In anticipation of the possible rupture in the supply 
pipeline foreseen by the OMA, Mali should take steps to rotate out, on a first-in first-out basis, a 
portion of the National Food Security Reserves.  This measure is particularly suggested for the 
structurally deficit zones, where the Malian Office of Agricultural Products (OPAM) should have 
no problem selling these stocks. 
 
 
I.   AVAILABILITY OF CEREALS: OFF-SEASON PRODUCTION 
 
In the aftermath of the 2000/01 rainy season, which was average on the whole for Mali, the 
Ministry of Rural Development is seeking to offset a 147,700 MT deficit in the net cereal balance 
by increasing the acreage planted during the off season (January-May).  To encourage this, the 
Minister is planning to reduce the water tax from 62,000 CFA francs per hectare to 7,900 CFA 
francs.  For the present off-season period, the proposed measure will mainly affect the irrigated 
zone of the Office du Niger in the Ségou Region (Ségou, Niono, and Macina Circles).  The 
government commonly promotes off-season farming to reduce the cereal deficit and sharply 
reduces the water tax that the off-season farmers would otherwise owe.  By lowering the tax, 
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farmers will cultivate more land and produce greater amounts of rice, maize, vegetables, and 
root crops. 
 
Mali expects to produce: 

• 21,700 MT of rice, 
• 2,200 MT of maize, 
• 6,000 MT of potatoes, and 
• 13,200 MT of sweet potatoes. 

 
A nationwide forum to evaluate the food security situation is planned for March 2001. 
 
 
II.   CURRENT AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Following the harvest of rainfed crops and the main-season rice harvest, agricultural activities 
remain focused on off-season farming.   
 
In the Kayes and Yélimané Circles in the Kayes region, short-cycle flood recession crops 
(maize, sorghum, and niebé) are being harvested.  Output is expected to be average but 
somewhat lower than in the previous growing season. 
 
In the Timbuktu region, off-season crops consist of maize, wheat, sweet potatoes, groundnuts, 
niebé, potatoes, squash, watermelons, anise, cumin, and okra.  The region's maize crop is 
anywhere in its development between emergence to ear formation; the wheat crop varies from 
the stem-extension stage to the harvesting stage.  Cultivated acreage is lower overall than in 
the previous year, in large part because planting of these crops had to be dovetailed with rice-
farming activities, which ran late.  (Rains during the 2000/01 rainy season delayed the rice 
harvest.  Because those same plots of land are used for the off-season rice crop, that crop also 
got a late start.)  Preparation of the off-season rice paddies has begun in the Office du Niger 
zone in Macina and Niono Circles (Ségou region).  More acreage has been planted this year 
than in the prior year and the crops are more varied (rice, maize, potatoes, and sweet potatoes). 
 
Flood recession crops have been planted for the 2001/02 season in Niafunké (a lakeside zone 
in the Timbuktu region), in the Douentza Circle in Mopti, and in the Gao region.  The pace of the 
planting activities follows the recession of floodwaters from the river, ponds, and lakes.  (Long-
cycle flood recession crops are now being planted.  Because harvesting can extend through 
September 2001, the crops are considered part of the 2001/02 farming season, which starts 
already in May 2001.)  In view of the amount of flooded acreage and the quality of the farmable 
areas, this season's outlook for Timbuktu is good.  The practice of growing flood recession 
crops near rivers and ponds occurs mainly in Kayes, Mopti, and Timbuktu Regions.  Certain 
regions of Mali, such as Timbuktu, or areas within a region, such as the Yélimané Circle (Kayes 
Region), can get as much as 30-40 percent of their total cereal production from flood recession 
farming in an average year.  The Timuktu region continues to be the main area for flood 
recession farming in the country because of the Niger River and the area's many lakes and 
ponds.  The farmers practice intensive agricultural and pastoralist activities, keeping pace as 
these bodies of water flood and recede.   
 
The vegetable season is progressing normally, dominated by the onion crop in the Dogon 
Plateau (Bandiagara Circle, Mopti Region).  Onions are planted in the off-season -- September 
to December, with a second crop from January to March.  The onions are exported to other 
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regions of Mali, Burkina Faso, Côte d'Ivoire, and Ghana.  These farmers derive 70-80 percent of 
their cash income from the onion crops.   
 
 
III.   LIVESTOCK CONDITIONS 
 
Unflooded pastures (pastures in the rainfed zones) are presently in satisfactory condition 
heading into the hungry season for animals.  However, the pastures are in poor condition in the 
Timbuktu Region (northwest of Faguibine), Gao Region (Tilemsi Valley), and Kidal Region. 
 
Flooded pastures (bourgou pastures) came in sparse this year except in Mopti Region where 
they are in average condition at this time.  A scarcity of rainfall, which prevented the bourgou 
from germinating before the onset of flooding, is the main reason for the decrease in potential 
forage this year in the inland delta of the Niger River. 
 
Animal watering conditions, specifically in the Timbuktu and Kidal Regions, are poor.  As a 
result, water sources may attract large concentrations of animals and lead to overgrazing.  
Elsewhere the conditions are satisfactory at this time. 
 
The return migration, from north to south, of transhumant herds in the Kayes, Koulikoro, and 
Ségou Regions is almost complete in those areas.  Elsewhere, herds can be observed in the 
rice-growing plains and the bourgou pastures of Mopti. 
 
 
IV.   MARKETS 
 
This season's consumer prices, which in November and December 2000 were down from last 
year's prices, finally reached that year's level in January 2001 and went on to surpass it as of 
February 2001.   
 

Figure 1.  Changes in the Average Millet Prices from January 2000 to 
March 2001 in Selected Markets, Compared with the Price in Bamako
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The general upward trend in cereal prices that began in January 2001 on the consumer markets 
of Mali's regional capitals appears to be continuing.  The increase in the average price of millet 
in regional capital markets (Figure 1) can be explained by the 2000/01 season's average 
harvests, the World Food Program's initiative to purchase locally 2,000 MT of millet for school 
meals and the food-for-work program, and 2,000 MT of millet intended for the country's northern 
regions. 
 
The current price increase poses no concern.  Rather, it is favorable for producers who had 
difficulty selling their goods after two years of record-level production.   
 
According to the Agricultural Markets Observatory (OMA), the food security situation allows a 
portion of the National Food Security Reserves (SNS) that could not be sold during the last 
production year owing to relatively low cereal prices to be put on the market this year.  The 
increase in prices, along with a shortfall in the subregion and in the northern part of the country, 
suggests that, in comparison to the previous two years, supply will be relatively tight vis-à-vis 
anticipated market demand.  As a consequence, prices will firm up and are sure to exceed last 
year's prices.  In anticipation of a possible rupture in the supply pipeline foreseen by the OMA, 
Mali should take steps to release a portion of the National Food Security Reserves, especially in 
the structurally deficient zones, where the Malian Office of Agricultural Products (OPAM) should 
have no problem selling the partial reserves. 
 

Already in March 2001, the Ségou market – in the main area of millet production -- is providing a 
strong indication that millet prices will rise.  The average retail price of millet in Ségou is 39 

Figure 2. Interannual Changes in Average Millet Prices in Ségou, Mali
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percent higher in March 2001 than in March 2000 and 6 percent higher than the recent five-year 
(1996-2000) average (Figure 2). 
 
The record cereal harvest of 1999-2000 helped depress prices.  Thus, this year's 39 percent 
increase over last year's prices is not surprising.  The 6 percent increase over the average price 
indicates that higher millet prices may be in store for consumers.  All other factors remaining 
equal, they will not be too negatively affected by this increase.   
 
 


