
 

 

 Mali Food Security Update: October 25, 2000 
Mali now expects average cereal production due to unfavorable conditions late in the rainy 
season. 

Summary 
The food security situation in Mali remains generally satisfactory after two consecutive years of 
record harvests. However, weather conditions from the third dekad (10-day period) of 
September through the second dekad of October were not the most favorable. An early retreat 
of the inter-tropical front to below 18º N (south of the Kidal latitude) during the first dekad of 
October has led to a very significant decrease of storm activity and rainfall. This diminishing 
rainfall has only exacerbated the impact of localized dry spells throughout the agricultural 
regions of the country, just as in August. Crop losses have been recorded in Mopti and Gao 
Regions. 
Mali has lowered its expectations for the 2000/01 agricultural season for rainfed and irrigated 
crops alike. On balance, Mali will likely achieve lower cereal production than that of last year, 
1999/2000, but still harvest close to the average level of the past five years. 
Cereal prices are still relatively stable. Less favorable prospects for the agricultural season by 
late September and early October nudged millet prices upward in some markets. Nonetheless, 
the price of millet, the main cereal in Mali, remains far below price levels of the past four years 
as well as below post-devaluation average (1994-99) prices in most major markets. These 
currently very low prices and the arrival of new crops (maize, fonio and niebé) on the market 
contribute to better food access for most Malians who have been enjoying generally satisfactory 
food security for the past three years. 

1. Agro-Climatic Conditions 
The meteorological situation during the last two dekads of September and the first dekad of 
October was characterized by a build-up of a high pressure system over North Africa. This 
caused an early retreat of the inter-tropical front to below 18º N (south of the Kidal latitude) 
during the first dekad of October. Mali experienced a very significant — and unexpected — 
decrease of storm activity and rainfall. This decreasing rainfall has only exacerbated the impact 
of localized dry spells registered since mid-September. Between September and mid-October 
pockets of localized drought prevailed throughout the agricultural regions of the country, just as 
in August. 
Analysis of satellite imagery of estimated rainfall (METEOSAT) directly corroborates the rainfall 
deficits recorded in most agricultural areas of Mali during the last two dekads of September and 
the first dekad of October. Only the south and the far western part of the country registered a 
good rainfall rate during these dekads (Figure 1). 
It became clear, by October 10, that the agricultural season 2000/01 would be far less rainy 
than the exceptional season of 1999/2000. Just the same, this season benefited from weather 
conditions that were close to the average. 



 

 

Figure 1: Comparison of 2000 Estimated Rainfall with 1999 and Average Rainfall 

October 1-10, 2000 Compared to 1999 Compared to Average 

September 21-30, 2000 Compared to 1999 Compared to Average 

September 11-20, 2000 Compared to 1999 Compared to Average 

  

FEWS NET/Mali; Source: NASA, USGS. 

Crop losses have been recorded in Mopti and Gao Regions. Mopti Region has been the hardest 
hit where, according to breaking information from the FAO/CILSS crop assessment mission and 
Ministry of Rural Development reports, more than 100,000 hectares of crops were lost either 
because of an extended dry spell or the poor sequencing of rains and floods. Bandiagara 
Cercle (Mopti Region) was particularly affected where millet and fonio withered due to lack of 
rain. Part of the rice crop was flooded out in Bankass and Djenne Cercles (also in Mopti 
Region) when the Niger River level rose; this rice, planted late because of dry spells, had hardly 
emerged. 
Gao, Bourem and Ansongo Cercles (Gao Region) lost crops as a result of both poor rainfall and 
river cresting before the rice had emerged enough, amounted to 7,408 hectares, including 
4,883 hectares of rice, 1,000 hectares of millet and 1,525 hectares of sorghum. 



 

 

Crop losses due to dry conditions were less significant in other regions, although Kayes, Ségou 
and Timbuktu Regions reported a number of cases of withered maize and late-sown millet and 
sorghum. Aside from these withering cases, most regions (Kayes, Ségou and Timbuktu as well 
as Koulikoro and Sikasso Regions) had good weather during the 2000/01 crop season. For the 
rainfed crops (millet, sorghum and maize), planted areas in 2000 were similar to those of 1999, 
except for maize which was lower this year. Moreover, the recorded losses of cultivated areas 
so far this year are lower than those caused by flooding in 1999. 
Millet, sorghum and rice are developing pods or flowering. "Souna" millet is near maturity. As 
for cotton, anticipated production will be far lower this year compared to last: 460,000 MT in 
1999 against 233,000 MT in 2000. 
Regarding flooded rice in Mopti Region, the decrease of waters on the Bani River —- the major 
water provider for the rice paddies — the present water level will not provide sufficient flooding 
for the upper paddies. At this point, rice production will be mediocre and far lower than that of 
1999/2000. Rice is presently at height growth. By comparison, in the main rice production area 
in Mali — the Office du Niger in Ségou Region — production prospects for both controlled flood 
and irrigated rice are better than the 1999 record production, despite the growing threat of 
grain-eating birds to maturing rice. The increase of cultivable land, good management of 
production techniques and continuing improvement in yields heralds satisfactory rice production 
prospects for the sixth consecutive year. 
The current outlook for all crop categories for the 2000/01 agricultural season is one of reduced 
expectations. Based on a qualitative assessment of the harvest by FEWS NET, using satellite 
rainfall and vegetation data in September 2000, Mali will likely achieve lower cereal production 
than that of last year, 1999/2000, but yet close to the average level of the past five years (Map 
1).  
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Map 1: 2000 Rainfed Pre-Harvest Assessment
based on NDVI and METEOSAT indicators
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The joint CILSS/FAO crop harvest and food supply assessment mission, planned for October 
23-28, will produce a quantitative estimate of the harvest in Mali. If this assessment confirms an 
average cereal harvest, Mali will be in a generally good food situation, comparable to that of the 
last two years. There will remain, however, more pockets of food insecurity, especially in Mopti, 
Timbuktu and Gao Regions. 

2. Market Conditions 
Cereal prices are still relatively stable. Less favorable prospects for the agricultural season by 
late September and early October nudged millet prices upward in some markets. The biggest 
price increase was registered on the Ségou market, the major millet-producing zone, where 
prices rose 9.6% between September and October. The Gao market follows with a 5% price 
increase. Elsewhere, millet prices increased marginally (Mopti) or remained stable (Kayes, 
Sikasso and Bamako), as shown in Figure 2. 

Generally, the October price of millet, the main cereal in Mali, remains far below price levels of 
the past four years as well as below post-devaluation average (1994-99) prices in most major 
markets. The greatest difference between current and average prices was observed in Ségou 
where the October millet price was 54% lower than the average, followed by Sikasso (38%), 
and Bamako and Kayes (31%) (Figure3). 

Figure 2. Average Monthly Millet Price Trends during 2000 
in the Main Consumer Markets in Mali
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Gao 100 96 100 99 100 93 93 98 95 100
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These currently very low prices and the arrival of new crops (maize, fonio and niebé) on the 
market contribute to better food access for most Malians who have been enjoying generally 
satisfactory food security for the past three years.  

Figure 3. Average Monthly Millet Price Trends in 
Segou Market, Mali
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