
 

 

 Mali Food Security Update: June 2000 

Summary   
Good rains continue to fall in most parts of the country.  In most places, crop and pasture 
conditions are as good, or better, than at a similar period in the excellent 1999 season.  Market 
prices of staple cereals are stable and low, continuing to reflect the effects of two consecutive 
(1998, 1999) good rainy seasons, and the expectation of another favorable season this year.   

Bio-Physical Factors Related to Food Security 
At the mid-point of the 2000 rainy season in Mali, rains continue to be favorable in most parts of 
the country.  No major drought conditions have been reported.  As of July 10, the Inter-tropical 
Convergence Zone (ITCZ) --a frontal boundary that defines the northern limit of potential rainfall ― 
was situated at around 20 degrees North, near Tessalit, which is the normal position for this time of 
year.  During the first 10 days of July, normal to above average rains were reported in most of the 
agricultural areas of the country ― especially across the sudanian zone.   
Cumulative rainfall between May 1 and July 10 has been equal, or superior to both long-term 
averages and last year�s levels at a majority of rain stations.  The rainiest stations in the country 
thus far this year are three sudanian stations ― Kenieba (Kayes Region), and Bougouni and 
Sikasso (Sikasso Region), which registered 374, 339 and 306 mm of rain, respectively.  In 
percentage terms, these totals all surpass the 30-year average: Kenieba by 136 percent, 
Bougouni 109 percent, and Sikasso 101 percent.  Segou, the main cereals production area in 
Mali, has received more than 118 percent of normal rainfall.   
As the result of the normal to above-normal rainfall received in July, planting of sorghum, millet, 
maize, cotton and secondary crops has continued across the sahelian zone.  Planting has been 
almost completed in much of the sudanian areas of the country ― especially in Sikasso, 
southern Kayes, Koulikoro and Segou regions.  Some plants are already in the tillering and 
emergence stage in the sudanian zone.  As of July 10, the planting of all crops, with the 
exception of cotton, is ahead of 1999 totals in many areas.  
River levels that are important for recessional sorghum and rice agriculture later in the year 
already exceed long-term averages for all reporting stations on the Niger, Senegal, and several 
other rivers, with the single exception of the Bani River at the Douna station.  The river levels 
are also roughly equal to or above 1999 river levels for the same period of the year.  Agricultural 
and pastoral activities are now beginning to pick up in the central and northern parts of Mali.  
According to the National Pasture and Livestock Management Office, the area of vegetative 
emergence had covered the southern and central parts of the country by mid July.  At the same 
time, biomass levels continued to decline due to over-grazing in the Niger inland delta area of 
Mopti region, and in the Niger Boucle of Tombouctou and Gao regions.  Nevertheless, pasture and 
livestock conditions are generally satisfactory in what may turn out to be the third consecutive good 
rainy season in Mali.  



 

 

Market Price Information 
Following the country�s second consecutive record harvest in 1999, cereal prices have been 
stable since January 2000 in most production zone markets in Mali.  June 2000 millet prices in 
Segou markets � the main millet production area ― were the lowest since 1994.  They are 
significantly lower than their 1995-1999 post-devaluation period average (see Figure 1). 
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