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Summary

• Pastoralists and marginal
agricultural farm households
eagerly anticipate the onset of the
2001 short rains, even though the
season climate outlook is not
promising.

• Pastoralists continue to be highly
food insecure as September
remains characteristically dry and
pastoral fundamentals — water,
browse, and graze — deplete.

• Long-rains maize harvesting is
concluded in Nyanza, Western, and
most of Central, Eastern, and
Coast Provinces, while short-rains
land preparation and planting gets
underway.

• By enlarging supplies, maize
harvests continue to push maize
prices downward. Consumers and
producers in deficit areas benefit
from increased maize availability,
while Rift Valley’s large producers
are increasingly dissatisfied.

• For the first time, WFP’s EMOP
distributed the full ration of maize,
beans, vegetable oil, and Unimix to
1.56 million persons in 13 pastoral
and agropastoral districts in
September.

1. Food Security Conditions and Prospects
 
1.1. Food Security Situation and Outlook

The food security situation of pastoral households
worsened as September remained characteristically dry
in most areas. The Arid Lands Resource Management
Project (ALRMP) reported that key environmental
resources — water, pasture, and browse —
deteriorated further during the month, leading to
extended trekking distances in search of alternative
grazing areas. As a result, declining livestock health
coupled with insignificant milk output have
compounded the precarious food security situation
faced by northern and eastern pastoralists, particularly
those situated in Mandera, Turkana, parts of Isiolo, and
Wajir Districts. Looking forward, the outlook for
pastoralists is not encouraging: according to the
September-December climate outlook, northern and
eastern pastoralists can expect below-normal rainfall, a
situation that would exacerbate already heightened
food insecurity among pastoral households.

Conditions look better elsewhere. Improved food
security in most areas outside the pastoral districts has
been attributed to increased food availability following
the conclusion of long-rains harvesting in most areas
outside the grain-basket districts of Rift Valley
Province. Declining food prices are expected to be the
key feature in markets outside the pastoral districts, at
least for the next six months. However, current low
maize prices both in Kenya and in neighboring Uganda
and Tanzania have caused substantial dissatisfaction
among the major maize producers in the Rift Valley
Province. Some of these farmers have indicated their
unwillingness to grow maize during the 2002 long-
rains season.
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2. National Trends

2.1. Agroclimatic Conditions

Dry conditions characterized September in most parts of the country, with the exception of the western-
lying and principal long-rains producing areas of the country. In these areas, total rainfall ranged from
near normal to above normal during the three dekads of the month. Figure 1 depicts near-normal to
above-normal rainfall in the western-lying Kisii, Kisumu, Nakuru, and Narok, and characteristic low

rainfall in the pastoral and
eastern-lying areas, where long-
rains harvesting has already
been concluded. Sustained
favorable precipitation in
western Kenya has further
boosted prospects for above-
average long-rains maize
output, particularly in the grain-
basket districts in the Rift
Valley Province.

Vegetation conditions based on
remotely sensed imagery closely
follow the 2001 long-rains
pattern — dense vegetation in
the western parts of the country
(Western, Nyanza, and the
Central Rift Valley Provinces)
and sparse vegetation conditions
in the northern and eastern areas
of the county.

Enhanced probabilities of below-normal rainfall in the 2001 short-rains season in the drought-affected
pastoral areas as well as in the short-rains dependent and drought-prone marginal agricultural districts of
Eastern Province suggest that the 2001/02 short-rains season needs to be monitored carefully at this time.

2.2. Crop Production

Farmers have finished harvesting maize in most of Central, Coast, Eastern, Nyanza, and Western
Provinces. Final long-rains maize harvesting is in progress in localized upper-lying areas of these
provinces, and in particular, the areas close to Mt. Kenya in Embu, Meru, and Nyeri Districts. Harvesting
has begun in the lower-lying areas of the principal producing Rift Valley Province and is expected to
conclude in December. These grain-basket districts will account for close to 60 percent of the long-rains
maize harvest during 2001. The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MoARD) estimates that
the 2001 long-rains harvest will reach 2.31 million MT, barring the unexpected.
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Fig. 1:  Comparative Rainfall Across Kenya during 
September 2001.

Average

Current

Source of Data: KMD                           FEWS NET/Kenya 



FEWS NET/Kenya Food Security Update – October 5, 2001

3

The 2001/02 short-rains season land preparation and planting are underway in Central, Coast, Eastern,
and Nyanza Provinces. The MoARD estimates that 360,000 MT of maize and 250,000 MT of beans will

be harvested during the
2001/02 short-rains
season, taking into
account the September-
December 2001 short-
rains forecast.

Although short-rains
maize production
normally contributes only
15 percent of the national
annual maize output, the
season is critically
important for the short-
rains dependent and
drought-affected marginal
agricultural districts of
Eastern Province, where it
accounts for 70 percent of
annual output. During
normal seasons, Eastern
Province accounts for
close to 40 percent of the
national short-rains maize

output, but as shown in Figure 2, this share is expected to decrease to 25 percent. In contrast, Nyanza
Province usually produces 25 percent of the short-rains output, but this share will increase to 37 percent in
2001/02.

The MoARD expects a July 2001-June 2002 maize surplus of just over 550,000 MT — the NCPB is
holding nearly half (an estimated 270,000 MT) of this quantity.

2.3. Livestock Production

Key pastoral production indicators deteriorated in September, after significant improvements in Samburu,
Moyale, Marsabit, and parts of Tana River, Ijara, and Isiolo Districts. The Arid Lands Resource
Management Project (ALRMP) reports that most surface water sources have dried up, limiting current
water sources to boreholes, wells, and water tanker lorries. Most livestock have now migrated to the dry-
season grazing areas, in some areas three months earlier than usual. The ALRMP has reported that long
trekking distances have compromised the health and productivity of the livestock, while livestock deaths
have been reported in Wajir and Mandera during September. However, movement of livestock has been
limited by renewed incidents of insecurity such as in Samburu, Tana River, and Turkana Districts,
resulting in overutilization of pasture, browse, and water in safe areas.

Livestock price trends have been mixed. Livestock prices have declined in markets that have become
inaccessible due to insecurity or to contain the outbreak of diseases, such as Samburu. However,
livestock prices have increased in Isiolo market due to its proximity to the terminal markets, while the
poor body condition of the sellable stock in Mandera and parts of Turkana and Wajir district has resulted
in a decline in livestock prices.

Fig. 2: Expected Contribution to the 2001/02 Short-rains Maize 
Output, by Province.
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The unfavorable September-December short-rains outlook will likely lead to heightened food insecurity.
Already, low milk output has raised rates of child malnutrition, which had previously stabilized and in
some instances reversed — an improvement attributed to UNICEF’s supplementary feeding intervention.
Increasing rates of child malnutrition are now being reported in Wajir, Marsabit, Tana River, and
Mandera Districts. Figure 3 depicts the warning status of the 10 districts monitored by the ALRMP.

The drought monitoring officers in the ALRMP districts have recommended that the Government and its
key partners take the following actions to mitigate growing food insecurity during this time:

• Urgent rehabilitation of key water sources in the dry season grazing areas
• Strengthening security and encouraging peace initiatives
• Continuation of supplementary feeding for children

2.4. Food Prices

Prices have remained lower than in previous years and continue on a downward trend due to abundant
domestic supply, further increased by the conclusion of long-rains maize harvesting in Nyanza, Western,
parts of Central, and Eastern Provinces. As expected, markets in these early-harvesting areas have
reported the most significant decline in prices. The downward pressure on maize prices is expected to
increase even more and persist after harvesting starts in the main growing areas of the Rift Valley
Province in October. Increased domestic maize supply has lowered market prices, which benefit deficit
producers and consumers — the majority of Kenyans. Nevertheless, the low maize prices are highly
disadvantageous to larger producers in the main growing areas. Current low maize prices may likely
become a disincentive to future production.
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Fig. 3: The Arid Lands and Resource Management Project's
Warning Status, through the 2001 Long-rains Season
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Figure 4 illustrates lower-than-average prices in Eldoret market (Uasin Gishu District) in the heart of
Kenya’s surplus-producing grain-basket. Yet, harvesting of maize has not even begun in Uasin Gishu
District.

3. National Level: Ongoing and Response Planning Update

For the first time since its inception in February 2000, the World Food Program’s Emergency Operation
Program delivered the full ration to beneficiaries during September. An estimated 26,131 MT of cereals,
pulses, vegetable oil, and Unimix were distributed to close to 1.56 million persons in Turkana, Baringo,
Mandera, Wajir, Samburu, Marsabit, West Pokot, Garissa, Ijara, Tana River, Isiolo, Laikipia, and Moyale

Districts. September’s ration
included pulses and Unimix
donations from the GoK and
UNICEF. WFP has indicated
that although requirements for
oil and Unimix are fully
resourced until the end of the
EMOP in mid-February 2002,
there is a cereals shortfall
amounting to 53,000 MT. WFP
would prefer to fill the maize
deficit from the local market.
However, Kenya’s maize prices
are higher than those of
neighboring countries.
Furthermore, WFP requires
cash pledges to purchase maize
locally, but few donors pledge
cash.

The numbers of highly food
insecure households are likely

to rise in the event that the September-December forecast for Kenya holds true. Already districts such as
Mandera, Marsabit, and Wajir have been classified by the ALRMP as emergencies (see Figure 3).

Fig. 4: Comparative Maize Prices in the Surplus 
Eldoret Market.
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