
 Kenya Food Security Update: June 2000 

Summary 
• The long-rains season has concluded in the severely drought-affected pastoral, 

agropastoral and marginal agricultural areas. Although rainfall was fairly heavy during 
May and June in the western areas of the country, the 2000 long-rains season was poor 
in most areas of the country. What would have been a helpful, if uncharacteristic 
extension of the long-rains, following a delayed season onset, did not materialize 

• Prospects for the 2000 long-rains harvest remain unfavorable.  Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development (MoARD) estimates indicate that output for the key maize and 
beans staple crops will be well below average levels.  The MoARD projects only 1.4 
million MT of maize to be harvested from the 2000 long-rains season.  That quantity 
compares unfavorably with the 1991-98 long-term average of 2.18 million MT.  The most 
significant losses have been reported in the high potential Central and drought prone 
Eastern Provinces.  

• Production prospects in the ‘grain-basket of Kenya’, situated in Rift Valley Province, 
significantly improved from earlier conditions as fairly heavy rainfall fell in several key 
districts during June and July.  

• The rising price of food commodities, especially key staples, has persisted.  The current 
price of maize is 30-50 percent higher than the 1994-98 long-term-mean in markets 
across the country.  The exceptionally high maize prices are due to a combination of the 
poor 1999 long-rains season harvest, the expectation of an unfavorable 2000 long-rains 
harvest, and the absence of significant maize imports.  

• The Arid Lands Resource Management Project (ALRMP) indicates that grazing 
conditions have degenerated markedly during the past month. Watering radii of 40-60 
kilometers are no longer uncommon, and livestock body condition and productivity have 
continued on a downward trend. Livestock migration toward more favorable pasture, 
browse and water is on-going, but limited by increasing incidences of banditry.  

• The migration of livestock away from the normal settlements has also caused a 
significant deterioration in human welfare, especially for sedentary members – women, 
children, and the elderly – of pastoralist households. They have been left behind with the 
non-productive milking herd as male members of the households migrate with the main 
herds.  As these household members depend almost entirely on livestock and livestock 
products, reduced access to milk, coupled with poor livestock prices and increasing 
cereal prices, have severely exacerbated their declining welfare. 

• UNICEF has carried out a nutritional assessment, using the more precise weight-for-
height measurement criteria, in the worst hit divisions of the pastoral districts of Turkana, 
Marsabit, Moyale, Garissa, Wajir and Mandera Districts.  Preliminary results have 
indicated that rates of malnutrition among children under five years of age require urgent 
redress.  However, supplementary food supplies fall well short of needs. 
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• The WFP has issued an urgent appeal to donors for $ 88 million to provide emergency 
food for 3.3 million of the severely drought-affected households. This includes 2.2 million 
for general distributions, 1.1 million in the expanded School Feeding Program and 
430,000 in the Supplementary Feeding Program. The United States Government (USG) 
has pledged 43,500 MT of food, in addition to an earlier contribution of 32,500 MT, 
currently the largest contribution to the EMOP.  DFID has also pledged $ 3 million in 
cash toward the new appeal. 

Factors Affecting Food Availability 

Rainfall and Vegetation Conditions 
The important 2000 long-rains season was 
poor in most areas of the country.  The hope 
for an uncharacteristic extension to the long-
rains, following a delayed season onset also 
failed to materialize.  In the drought-affected 
pastoral, agropastoral and marginal 
agricultural areas of the country, cumulative 
rainfall for the 2000 long-rains season was 
only 30-50 percent of normal. The Kenya 
Meteorological Department (KMD) indicates 
that the 2000 long-rains season was the 
poorest on record since 1961 in several 
northern and eastern districts.  Except in 
lakeshore districts, rainfall was fairly heavy 
during May and June in the western areas of 
the country, as well as in the coastal districts.  Nonetheless, even in these areas, cumulative 
rainfall remained less than 75 percent of normal. The prognosis for rainfall in the July-
September period is favorable for the western and southwestern areas of the country.   
Vegetation conditions are exceptionally 
unfavorable across the country.  Figure 2 
illustrates the degeneration in vegetation 
across the country during the last dekad of 
June.  The large dark red patches are 
indicative of well below normal vegetation, 
and are a confirmation of unusually poor 
rainfall in several areas of the country during 
most of the current long-rains season.  

Crop Production 

The 2000 long-rains harvest will likely be 
relatively poor.  The Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development (MoARD) estimates 
that output of the key maize and beans staple 
crops will be well below their average levels.  
The MoARD has projected that only 1.4 
million MT of maize and 90,000 MT of beans 
will be harvested from the 2000 long-rains 
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season.  These quantities are much lower than the 1991-98 long-term averages of 2.18 million 
MT and 300,000 MT, respectively.  Figure 3 compares long-rains season maize output by 
province.  Note that the highest output losses are reported in the high potential Central, and 
marginal agricultural and drought prone Eastern Provinces.    

The long-rains season cropping season was especially unfavorable in the early harvesting 
areas situated in Eastern and Central Provinces, as well as in districts fronting the lakeshore in 
Nyanza Province.  A near total crop failure has been reported in large areas of these three 
provinces.  What little survives of the crop should be harvested during mid-August.   
The long-rains cropping season is still underway in southern Nyanza and Western Provinces.  
Fairly heavy rainfall fell in May and June, after a delayed onset, and has improved the prospects 
for a fair maize and bean harvest in these two areas.  Although the phenological stage of the 
maize crop varies widely, up to 30 percent of the crop has attained maturity.  The bulk of the 
harvest is expected to occur toward the end of August.  Areas adjacent to the Coast Province 
have reported relatively good harvest prospects during the current season.  However, areas of 
that province situated close to the drought-prone Eastern Province have experienced 
substantial output losses.   Production prospects in the principal1 maize growing areas of 
Kenya, situated in the Rift Valley Province significantly improved following fairly heavy late 
rainfall2 in several of the ‘grain-basket’ districts during June.   

                                                
1 The arable areas of the Rift Valley Province are commonly referred to as the ‘grain-basket’ of Kenya.  The Rift 
Valley Province accounts for up to 55 percent of national long-rains maize output and close to 45 percent of total 
national annual maize output.   
2 The long-rains season runs for 7-9 months in the ‘grain-basket districts of the country, unlike in all other areas of the 
country. 
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Accessibility and Prices 
The rise in the price of food commodities, and in particular of the key maize and bean staples 
has persisted in several key markets.  Maize and bean prices are 30-50 percent higher than the 
1994-98 average means in markets across the country.  Figure 4 illustrates the trend in maize 
prices over the past year in key reference markets.  Recent increases in maize prices are due to 
a combination of the poor 1999 long-rains season harvest, the prospects for a poor 2000 long-
rains harvest, and the absence of significant maize imports.   

Although the Government duty on imported 
maize has been reduced from 75 percent to 25 
percent, millers and other importers are still 
reluctant to import large quantities of maize.  
That reluctance is due largely to on-going power 
rationing (thus reducing milling capacity) and to 
the reduced competitiveness of imports 
resulting from the continued imposition of the 25 
percent import tariff.  Millers have requisitioned 
for an estimated 90,000 MT of maize from 
South Africa, due to arrive in-country within the 
next two months.   

Maize stocks at the National Cereals and Produce Board (NCPB) are unusually low.  The NCPB 
is holding only 59,400 MT (660,000 bags) of maize as commercial stock and 11,800 MT 
(132,000 bags) of maize in the strategic grain reserve3, currently being used as famine relief 
food.  However, the GoK has allocated an estimated $10 million for relief maize purchases, and 
is expected to source its maize from the NCPB. 
Livestock prices are falling in the main livestock producing areas situated in the pastoral and 
agropastoral areas, due to the declining availability of pasture, browse and water. The Arid 
lands Resource and Management Project (ALRMP) has reported that a significant proportion of 
the livestock in Baringo, Marsabit, Turkana and Moyale Districts is not fit for sale, and not 
producing milk.  Milk prices have therefore risen dramatically.  In Wajir District a liter of camel 
milk retails at an average price of Ksh. 50, relative to Ksh. 20 during a comparable period in a 
normal year.  The terms-of-trade and income for pastoralists have eroded significantly with low 
livestock prices, high cereal prices and low milk production.   

Livestock Production 
The Arid Lands Resource Management Project (ALRMP) indicates that environmental 
conditions degenerated markedly during June.  Consequently, livestock body condition and 
productivity has a continued on a downward trend. Ground reports indicate that the majority of 
surface water sources have now dried up, except in part of Mandera, Tana River, and southern 
Garissa Districts, where light rainfall during May and June promoted more favorable conditions. 
A near-total dependence on a few functional boreholes and water tankering centers has 
become the key feature of pastoral grazing patterns in most other areas, and is causing an 
accelerated over-utilization of pasture and browse.  In areas such as western Mandera, pasture 
and browse utilization is limited by a lack of access to water.  Figure 5 depicts the food security 
status of pastoralists as measured by the number of Tropical Livestock Units per household in 

                                                
3 The country’s strategic grain reserve requirement is 270,000 MT. 
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the pastoral divisions of Tana River District.  The more favorable food security is found in the 
riverine areas, while the less favorable is in the hinterland areas. 
A heightened incidence 
of livestock raids has 
been reported across the 
pastoral districts during 
June, especially in areas 
adjacent to national and 
international borders.  
The ALRMP has 
reported that reciprocal 
livestock raids by 
pastoralists in Turkana, 
Marsabit and Moyale 
Districts, against others 
in Ethiopia and Uganda, 
have increased. 
Pastoralists in Mandera 
District, bordering 
Somalia, have also 
reported increasing 
livestock raids.  These raids have become a common feature in pastoral districts, particularly 
during periods such as the current, when environmental indicators are on a sharp downward 
trend.  The clustering of livestock in areas around the scarcely available pasture and water has 
also exacerbated susceptibility of pastoralists to raids.  
Judicious livestock migration toward more favorable pasture, browse and water is on-going, but 
limited by increasing incidences of banditry.   Watering radii of 40-60 kilometers are no longer 
uncommon.  The splitting of herds by species, has now become the key migration strategy.  
These take into account the adaptability of species to different agro-ecological zones and the 
inability of small stock to trek long distances.   

Welfare Situation and Interventions 
The welfare of communities in several drought prone areas of the country has continued to 
deteriorate alarmingly, following the exceptionally poor 2000 long-rains season. The current 
season marks the fourth poor production season (since the start of the short rains in October 
1998) in most of the marginal agricultural, agro-pastoral and pastoral areas.  Sedentary 
members of pastoralist households -- mostly the women, elderly and children -- are most 
affected.  They have been left behind with the non-productive milking herd as the male 
members of the households migrate with the main herds.  The consequent drop in access to 
milk is a substantial blow to their health. Figure 6 illustrates the high rates of child malnutrition 
among children under five years of age in Moyale District. 
A UNICEF nutritional assessment, using the more precise weight-for-height measurement 
criteria, was carried out in the worst hit divisions of the pastoral districts of Turkana, Wajir, 
Marsabit, Moyale, Garissa and Mandera.  Preliminary results indicate that rates of global 
malnutrition (MUAC<12.5cm) among children under five years of age range between 24-36 
percent in the worst affected Turkana, Mandera and Marsabit Districts.  UNICEF has concluded 
that these high rates require an urgent response.  However, the amount of UNIMIX at its 
disposal falls well short of requirements even for the six worst affected districts.   



 6

Further, WFP announced in July that no food 
is available for distribution from August 
onwards.  Subsequently, the WFP issued an 
urgent appeal to donors for $88 million to 
provide emergency food for 3.3 million 
severely drought-affected pastoralists, 
agropastoralists and marginal agricultural 
farm households from August until December.  
The 3.3 million persons include 2.2 million for 
general distributions in 19 districts4, 1.1 
million in the expanded School Feeding 
Program and 430,000 in the Supplementary 
Feeding Program.  
The United States Government (USG) 
responded to WFP’s appeal by pledging 

43,500 MT of food, in addition to an earlier contribution of 32,500 MT.  The USG’s contribution 
to the EMOP is the single largest so far.  DFID has also pledged $ 3 million toward the new 
appeal.  The revised appeal forms part of the Consolidated Special Drought Emergency Appeal 
for the Horn of Africa, and also incorporates human health and nutrition, livestock health, seeds 
and agriculture and water and sanitation interventions, alongside the food interventions.  
During July, WFP expects to distribute 24,547 MT of maize beans and oil, while the GoK will 
distribute 4,950 MT of beans to 19 pastoral, agro-pastoral and marginal agricultural districts. 
 

                                                
4 These districts are Turkana, Samburu, Kajiado, West Pokot, Baringo and Laikipia Districts in the Rift Valley 
Province; Marsabit, Moyale, Isiolo, Machakos, Makueni, Kitui, Mwingi, Mbeere and Tharaka Districts in Eastern 
Province; Mandera, Wajir and Garissa Districts in the North Eastern Province and Tana River in the Coast Province. 
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