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ETHIOPIA Food Security Outlook Update
Performance of the belg/gu/ganna season has been normal to above
normal in most parts of the country this year except in some western
areas, including Gambella region (Figure 3).The good belg rains are
expected to result in good harvests in the belg producing parts of the
country, thereby improving food security. In western areas where the
rains were below average, planting of long cycle meher crops could be
affected as these areas use the belg rains for planting of long cycle crops.

June 2010
Figure 3. Precipitation anomaly, February 1
to June 19, 2010

In early June, The National Meteorological Agency issued its climate
forecast for the kiremt (June to September) season. Kiremt is the main
rainy season for most parts of the country and is used for 90 to 95 percent
of total national crop production. The forecast indicates a generally good
season with a normal onset, a timely cessation, and normal distribution of
the rains across most of the country. However, rainfall in isolated pockets,
especially in the north may be below‐normal. The climate outlook also
warns of flooding in particularly flood prone areas including localized areas
of Humera in Tigray, around Lake Tana and Oromia zone of Amhara, zones
1 and 3 of Afar, Gode, Afder and Liben zones of Somalia, east and
southwest Showa of Oromia, South Omo zone of SNNPR, Gambella, Itang
and Jikawo woredas of Gambella Regional States. Flash flooding is also
Source: NOAA, Climate Prediction Center
common in many different parts of the country, including Dire Dawa.
There have already been several instances of flooding in different parts of the country including in parts of Afar region,
parts of Oromia and Somali regions following the largely normal to above normal February to May rains. There is a need to
prepare a contingency plan for possible floods and also early warning mechanisms for people that would likely be affected
to minimize the damages of the anticipated floods.
The June to September period, when stocks from the previous meher harvest (October to January) decline and prices of
staples rise, is the typical lean season for the eastern meher producing parts of the country. This year, prices of staples
have been stable and market supply is also reported to be normal. The good performance of the belg crops this year and
the good start of the kiremt rains is also expected to contribute to the stabilization of staple prices in anticipation of a good
harvest beginning October, although prices are expected to rise between July and September following the normal seasonal
pattern. However, despite these positive factors, most eastern meher producing parts of the country that do not produce
belg crops and had poor production in the last meher season are expected to be highly food insecure, with pockets of
extreme food insecurity, through September. Affected populations in these areas will continue to heavily rely on assistance
from both the PSNP and relief programs during the June to September period. In addition, it is possible that the number of
safety net beneficiaries will be expanded through the risk finance mechanism later in the year. Areas of particular concern
include Wag Hamra zone, East Belesa and Beyeda in North Gondar zone, Abergelle and Tselemt woredas (along the Tekeze
river) in Western and Central Tigray zones. Also, despite the generally good performance of the belg rains, there are still
areas where rains were poor that require water trucking, such as parts of East Belesa and Raya Azebo woredas.
There are some woredas in Southern Tigray, North Wello, South Wello, and North Shewa of Amhara region and East and
West Hararghe zones of Oromia region that produce belg crops. The dependence on belg production in these areas is high,
especially areas of North and South Wello. A good harvest is anticipated in these areas if excessive rainfall doesn’t cause
substantial crop damage. Thus, improvement in food security is anticipated in these belg producing parts of the country
following the harvest in June/July.
The southern parts of Afar region and the northern two zones (Jijiga and Shinile) of Somali Region are expected to remain
moderately food insecure following the normal to above‐normal sugum/belg (April to June) rains and subsequent
improvements in livestock body conditions, milk production, and livestock prices. Meanwhile, market supply and prices of
food commodities are stable in the region. Ongoing food distribution from both the PSNP and the emergency program has
also contributed to the improvement in food security and the stabilization of staple food prices. Long‐cycle maize crops are
in good condition in agro‐pastoral areas and they will be ready for harvest in the next one to two months. Although an
infestation of armyworm in parts of Jijiga raised some concerns, the impact on crops is expected to be limited. The outlook
for the northern parts of Afar region, however, particularly woredas with chronic water and pasture shortages (Bidu, Kore,
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Elidar, Dallol, Berhale, Afdera, Erebti and Megale) is not promising as these areas have yet to recover from the effects of
recurrent drought over the past two years. The northern and northeastern parts will remain highly food insecure.
With the exception of some pockets in Warder woreda (Warder Zone), Southern Somali Region, the lowlands of Bale, Guji
and Borena of Oromia Region and South Omo Zone of SNNPR, continued to receive good, and sometimes quite heavy,
rainfall that substantially improved water and pasture availability. Water sources are full and sufficient for the coming dry
months. Livestock physical conditions, reproduction, and milk yields have improved following enhanced availability of
pasture and water. The intense gu/ganna rains in April/May in parts of Somali, Borena and South Omo led to flooding
which resulted in heavy losses including livestock mortality, damaged infrastructure (e.g., roads, bridges, boreholes) and
displaced people. The heavy rains also affected road access, slowing down, or in some cases temporarily halting,
humanitarian food deliveries, monitoring activities, and commercial truck movement in some of the highly affected areas.
However, the heavy rains have been beneficial in retarding the infestation of armyworm in many areas. Planting of crops
continued and more land has been cultivated this year in the agro‐pastoral areas. Crop conditions are generally good so far,
except in isolated pockets that have been affected by floods and pests. In some of the central and southern zones of Somali
Region, rising prices for imported food commodities (rice, sugar, spaghetti, etc) were observed in connection with
restrictions on the movements of commercial trucks from neighboring Somalia or delays in escorted convoys. Overall, the
generally good rains and the ongoing humanitarian assistance have improved food security and most of these areas
continue to be moderately food insecure except for those areas that have security related market access problems.
In the Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples’ Region, torrential rains continued to cause localized flooding,
landslides, and water logging in several areas, displacing hundreds of households and having varying impacts on
livelihoods. In isolated areas, the intense rains were accompanied by hailstorms that damaged crops. These weather
conditions are favorable for crop diseases, like bacterial wilt, and pests that affect Irish and sweet potatos. Meanwhile,
armyworm infestations have affected 14 woredas in the region. Measures to arrest the outbreak are underway, although
control operations are hampered by shortages of pesticides and spray equipment in some zones. Even so, the food security
and nutritional situation of SNNPR has significantly improved in recent weeks following the improvement in livestock
physical conditions and productivity, availability of green harvest of maize, haricot beans, sweet potato and cabbages; the
ongoing relief and PSNP interventions; and stable prices of most food commodities. Though some small areas of SNNPR will
experience significant yield losses due to weather–related shocks mentioned above regional performance of belg crops is
generally good this year and harvests are expected to be substantially better than in 2008 and 2009. Even perennial crops
like coffee, enset, and fruit crops have benefited considerably from the generally favorable weather during the season.
Nonetheless, the meher crop‐dependent lowlands of the region, mainly those in Gamo Gofa, Sidama, Silte, Gurage and
Alaba that had poor production last year, will continue to be highly food insecure until their main harvest begins in October.
Most of Gambella region remains highly food insecure following the poor performance of the 2009 main season (meher)
crops, lack of flood recession crop production, reduced availability of fish due to the low level of the rivers, and clan
conflicts within the region and with Sudanese groups, that have displaced 11,500 households in Akobo, Lare Itang and Jor
woredas. Most of Gambella region relies on meher season long cycle crops that are typically planted in April and harvested
in August, with green harvest beginning in July. This year, the rains in April were late by about three weeks. Performance of
the rains has also been below average to date. In addition there has been armyworm outbreak in Gog, Abobo, Gambella
zuria and Itnag woredas of Gambella region that seriously damaged planted crops. Assuming that the performance of the
rains returns to normal, and that the recent army worm outbreak is controlled, food security is expected to improve
beginning in July with the start of the green maize harvest. Improvements in food security are not expected for those who
are displaced as they will be unable to access to their land.

Seasonal calendar and critical events timeline
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