
 

 

Summary 
Poor rainfall distribution since the beginning of March has marked this as one of the lowest 
rainfall years in recent times.  Following the failed belg harvest in June, FEWS expressed 
optimism over the meher cultivation period, as rainfall was well distributed, especially in the 
western half of the country.  By the end of July, the situation had changed for the worse, 
particularly in the marginal agricultural areas in the eastern half of the country, as rainfall 
became poorly distributed.  The GoE, donors and FEWS are extremely concerned over the lack 
of rain in the east and the impact it will have on crop production.  The current seasonal trend 
does not bode well for improved food security, and the likelihood that the emergency food aid 
program will continue well into CY 2001 is now quite high. 
Prolonged rainfall deficiency has inflicted severe damage to long-cycle crops in southeastern 
parts of SNNPR, eastern Oromiya, the northern highlands of the Somali Region, eastern 
Amhara Region and eastern half of Tigray Region.  Crop failure, due to moisture stress, in the 
midlands and lowlands of these regions is now a real possibility.  East and West Hararghe have 
already reported the failure of long cycle maize and sorghum. 
In response to the situation, the National Early Warning Working Group, composed of donors, 
NGOs and the government will convene a meeting to discuss the impact of the current rainfall 
deficit in the eastern half of the country.  Following this, the group may launch a mid-season 
field appraisal. 
In the chronically vulnerable area of North Omo (Welayita) in SNNPR, food insecurity remains 
high, despite the ongoing food aid effort to the area.  Recent nutritional surveys by the NGOs 
Concern, MSF-Switzerland and Oxfam found alarmingly high levels of malnutrition, as much as 
35.3% global acute malnutrition at one site alone.  Nutritional feeding centers have been 
established for children under five and lactating mothers, already leading to an improvement in 
nutritional status.  A recent nutritional survey by Concern found high rates of global malnutrition 
in the adult population, as much as 24% for adults older than 49 and over 11% for adults 
between 18 and 49.  
In July, DPPC announced that the number of people in need of food aid assistance had 
increased by approximately 3 million, raising the total to 10.5 million.  At the end of July, food 
aid pledges for CY 2000 stood at 1,021,340 MT, about 320,000 MT short of the total 
requirement.  Although the Ethiopian Food Security Reserve (EFSR) is currently above the 
minimum level with stocks at about 87,000 MT, there remains over 200,000 MT in outstanding 
loans, and, without timely repayments, this will limit EFSR’s ability to respond to needs.  New 
food aid deliveries and loan repayments will replenish the EFSR over the coming months.  
However, there remains some uncertainty over the sufficiency of current stocks and deliveries to 
cover needs through December, should the food situation in the eastern parts of the country 
deteriorate further.  

1. July Weather Update 
Climatically, July through early August is the period when meher season rains (June – 
September) approach their peak in all meher-growing areas of the country.  It is also the period 
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when excessive rainfall results in flooding in many areas of the country.  After the first week of 
August, the spatial distribution and amount of rainfall normally starts to decline. 
Poor rainfall distribution since the beginning of March has made this year one of the lowest 
rainfall years in recent times.  Figure 1 shows the distribution of rainfall over Ethiopia, compared 
to normal, for July. 

Figure 1:  Satellite Estimates of Rainfall Compared to Normal 
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FEWS NET/Ethiopia 
Source of data: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 

Towards the end of the belg season in mid-April and early May, rainfall was well distributed over 
most of the country, helping farmers in planting long cycle crops for the meher season.  
Following a slow start to the meher season, rainfall distribution began to weaken.  Since June, 
rainfall has been poorly distributed in many areas, with disturbingly low amounts received along 
the eastern half of the country, east of the central escarpment, and in lowland areas from Tigray 
in the north to Borena in the south.  

Figure 2:  Satellite Estimates of Rainfall for Regions Experiencing Rainfall Deficit 
East Tigray
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 East Hararghe
Satellite Estimates of Rainfall Compared to Average
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Source of data: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 

 



 

 

The abrupt drop-off in rainfall distribution is plotted in the graphs below (Figure 2), based on 
satellite estimates.  In East Tigray the cultivation period normally begins in June, but this year 
rains did not arrive until the end of July.  In East and Westong cycle crops are normally planted 
in April.  This year cultivation began in April; however, the poor distribution of rainfall in June 
and July was not adequate for crop development. 
The main reason rains continue to be poorly distributed in the eastern half of Ethiopia is due to 
the limited supply of moisture generated from the Indian Ocean to the Horn of Africa.  The 
Indian Ocean sea surface temperature is currently warmer than normal, preventing high-
pressure systems from developing and supplying moisture to the eastern parts of Ethiopia. 

2. Impact of Deficient Rains on Agriculture and Pasture  
The crop situation in the eastern half of Ethiopia – east of the central escarpment – is tenuous.  
Prolonged rainfall deficiency has inflicted severe damage to long-cycle crops in southeastern 
parts of SNNPR, eastern Oromiya, the northern highlands of the Somali Region, eastern 
Amhara Region and eastern half of Tigray Region.  Crop failure in the midlands and lowlands of 
these regions, due to moisture stress, is now a real possibility.  East and West Hararghe have 
already reported that long cycle maize and sorghum have failed. 
While the mid- and low-altitude areas are suffering from a lack of precipitation, the central 
highlands of North Shewa, South Wello, North Wello and the eastern highlands of Bale, Arsi, 
and East and West Hararghe Zones will actually benefit from a reduction in precipitation.  In a 
normal meher rainfall season, water logging is a serious problem in the central highlands during 
July and August, causing root damage and reducing crop yields.  Reduced rainfall this season 
would actually provide better growing conditions. 
Failure or scarcity of rainfall usually means a lean year in pastoral and marginal agricultural 
areas, such as the unfolding case this year in the Borena Zone and Somali Region.  Figure 3 
shows those areas that are expected to be severely affected by low rainfall this year.  The 
magnitude of the impact of low rainfall in these areas will become clearer as the season 
progresses. 
The National Early Warning Working Group, composed of donors, NGOs and the government, 
plans to assess the impact of the current rainfall deficit in the eastern half of the country at the 
end of August.  One probable course of action is for the Working Group to send out assessment 
teams to investigate conditions first- hand and make a mid-season appraisal. 

3. Critical Areas 
In Afar Region, livestock are threatened as access to pasture, browse and water sources have 
been significantly depleted due to drought.  Indeed, there are already several reports from 
government and NGOs that livestock have begun to die in seasonally excessive numbers.  
Although this pastoral area does not have a predictable rainy season or rainfall pattern, rains 
typically occur in July and August and occasionally in April and October.  Since last year, the 
region received only two or three showers up until the last 10 days of July.  In early August, 
when this Report was being compiled, successive daily satellite imagery indicated that good 
rains where occurring across the region, and this may relieve conditions there. 
In the chronically vulnerable area of North Omo (Welayita) in SNNPR, food insecurity remains 
high, despite the ongoing food aid effort to the area.  Recent nutritional surveys by the NGOs 
Concern, MSF-Switzerland and Oxfam found alarmingly high levels of malnutrition in [month], 
as much as 35.3% global acute malnutrition at one site alone.  Nutritional status has already 



 

 

Figure 3: Meher (long rains) Seasonal Characteristics 
and Agricultural Conditions (July 2000) 

North West Shewa

Three
Jima

Keficho

Maji

South Omo

Bench

Two
Four

Illubabor

Shekicho

North Omo

Derashi

Borena

KonsoBurji
Amaro

Hadiya
K.A.T.

Gurage
Yem

North Gonder

West Wellega

One

Assosa

Bebieg

Kemashi

Metekel

East Gojjam

East Wellega

West Shewa

West Gojam
Agew

West

South Gondar

West Harerghe

Liben

Sidama

Gedio

Bale

East Shewa
Arsi

Kebridehar

Afder

Gode

Fike

East Harerghe

Warder

Degehabur

East

South Wello

North Shewa

Central

North Wello

Wag Hemra
South

Oromiya

ThreeFive

Jijiga

Shenile

Four

Two

One

KM

4003002001000

Poor rains -- Meher Crop Threatened

Well Distributed Moderate Rainfall: Good Growing Con

Seasonably Normal Conditions

Prolonged Absence of Rain -- Livestock Threatened

 
FEWS NET Ethiopia 
Sources:  Analysis of rainfall distribution and field reports from GoE, UN and NGO agencies 

improved markedly since these organizations established supplemental feeding centers for 
children under five and lactating mothers.  A recent nutritional survey by Concern found high 
rates of global malnutrition in the adult population, as much as 24% for adults older than 49 and 
over 11% for adults between 18 and 49.  This suggests that the amount of food aid currently 
being distributed is insufficient for the needs of the population. 

4. Crop production Prospects 
In May and June, FEWS and its network partners expressed optimism over the meher 
cultivation period, normally June through September.  The season started out slowly, but the 
early meher rains were well distributed, especially in the western half of the country.  As time 
goes by, the reality of the current climate pattern and lack of rainfall makes many in the food 
security field more and more pessimistic about crop production prospects.  The DPPC and 
international NGOs report extreme crop stress and failure in the mid-and low-altitude areas of 
Bale, East and West Hararghe, the eastern half of Tigray, the eastern lowlands of North Wello 
and possibly in southeastern SNNPR are particularly worrisome. 
Although it is too soon to predict production outcomes this season for the areas above, FEWS 
NET offers three scenarios based on different rainfall patterns that are possible from now to the 
end of the season. 

1. Historically, during years of low rainfall there is a strong likelihood that the season will 
end early.  If rains end early this season, crop failure will be widespread and the situation 
will best be described as a disaster in terms of access to food by most households 



 

 

Figure 4:  Beetle Infestation Attacks Cereals in Amhara Region (July 2000)
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FEWS NET Ethiopia 
Sources: Field reports from GoE, UN and NGO agencies

2. If rainfall distribution improves and continues to its normal end in early September, 
national production will be no more than that of last year, a year of below-average 
production.   

3. If rains extend beyond their normal end date and continue to the end of September, 
production will be just below average.  However, such a scenario would be extremely 
unusual and the likelihood of an extended season is slight.  

5. Beetle Infestation 
During the 1999 meher-growing season, a black beetle infestation from late September to the 
end of October devastated maize and sorghum in Oromiya Zone, Amhara Region.  Despite a 
very large effort made to control these pests through spraying, the results were discouraging 
because the insecticide used did not have a significant effect.  Beetles have reappeared this 
year, but this time much earlier (in late July) and they are attacking crops in a much larger area 
(Figure 4).  It is feared that the beetles will spread from central Oromiya to most of the Amhara 
Region.  The government has provided chemical sprays to farmers to control the infestation.  

6. Resumption of Power Supply 
Resumption of rainfall in the central highlands in the past week has increased water levels.  
Hydroelectric power facilities are now operating normally and power rationing has been 
suspended, bringing relief to millions who depend on electricity for both domestic and industrial 
uses. 



 

 

Table 1: Food Aid Pledges (31 July 2000) 
 (Amount in MT) 

Donors Cereal Non Cereal Total

WFP (86% of WFP 
cereals pledged by USG) 392,232 34,457 426,689

USA 167,900 28,848 196,748
EC 196,880 3,069 199,949
GoE 100,000 - 100,000
UK 30,347 3,479 33,826
Ireland - 436 436
Canada 9,636 - 9,636
Italy 5,000 - 5,000
ACT 5,000 - 5,000
Germany 10,150 594 10,744
Netherlands 6,730 25 6,755
Spain - 54 54
Denmark 780 78 858
Norway 7,365 930 8,295
World Vision Int'l 3,176 755 3,931
ICRC 2,700 5,457 8,157
IFRC 1,940 919 2,859
Finland 800 868 1,668
Belgium - 25 25
Kuwait 141 - 141
Ethiopia Aid 94 - 94
Yemen 71 31 102
Israel 36 5 41
UAE 10 25 35
ACF - 117 117
Tunisia - 14 14
Turkey 9 7 16
Total Pledges 941,147 80,193 1,021,340
Total Requirements 1,219,070 118,625 1,337,695
% Pledged 77% 68% 76% 
Shortfall 23% 32% 24%
Source:  WFP Addis Ababa Food Aid Information Unit 

7. Food Aid Update 

7.1. Pledges 

As of 31 July 2000 total food aid 
pledges (cereal and non-cereals) made 
for CY 2000 for relief activities totaled 
1,021,340 MT.  This total does not 
include pledges made to regular 
development and monetization 
programs or to IDP and refugee 
programs (details by source are 
presented in Table 1).  Compared to 
the total estimated annual food aid 
requirements for victims of drought, 
pledges to date account for 76%, 
leaving a gap of 24%. 

7.2. Additional Needs for July-
December 2000 

DPPC announced, during the first week 
of July, that the number of people in 
need of food aid assistance had 
increased by some 3.06 million, mainly 
due to the failure of belg rains.  This 
raises the total number to 10.5 million 
people.  The number is not expected to 
change until after the meher season at 
the end of the year (see Table 2). 
The corresponding amount of 
additional food aid requested from 
donors is estimated at 495,307 MT.  
However, the DPPC estimates that the 
net requirements at about 400,000 MT, 
as the balance could be filled from 
carry-over stocks and some savings 
from reduced rations during the last few 
months.  The total relief requirement for 
the current year now stands at 1.3 
million MT of food. 

7.3. Local Purchases 

The on-going local grain purchase by the GoE has accomplished 94% of the planned target of 
100,000 MT.  Deliveries so far reached 94,078 MT and the same amount has entered into the 
distribution system.  Details of crop types and quantities purchased are shown in Table 3.  



 

 

Table 3:  Summary of Local Food Grain 
Purchased by Government 

Crop Type Warehouse Quantity (MT) 
1.  Wheat Nazreth 44,078 
2.  Maize Kombolcha 

Soddo 
Shashemene 
Sub-total 

18,000 
6,000 
6,000 

30,000 
3.  Sorghum Mekele 

Kombolcha 
Sub-total 

10,000 
10,000 
20,000 

 Total 94,078 
   Source: DPPC 

Table 4:  Stock Status of EFSR 
on 31 July 2000 

Warehouse Stock (MT)
 Kombolcha 
 Mekele 
 Nazreth 
 Shashemene 
 Dire Dawa 
 Soddo 

18,349.19
13,518.66
30,218.51
11,105.81
12,710.59

1,713.00
Total Stock at Hand 87,615.76
 Outstanding loans 
 Under withdrawal 
 Donation (EU) 
 Shortages from WFP & 
 EU earlier donations 

202,075.27
65,999.10

1,049.95
 

259.92
 Theoretical Stock 357,000

Source:  EFSRA 

7.4. Status of Ethiopia Food Security Reserve Stock (EFSR) 

The status of the EFSR stock at hand as of 31 July 2000 was 87,615 MT with outstanding loans 
of 202,075 MT and under-withdrawal stock of 65,999 MT.  The stock status has significantly 
improved from the very low levels of January and February, as various NGOs repay loans made 
earlier in the year.  The EFSR is now closer to what the government requires as a minimum 
stock balance.  Details by location and warehouse are presented in Table 4. 

 

Table 2:  Estimated Number of People Needing Assistance  
During July-December 2000 

 
Region 

No of Needy 
As of Jan Appeal 

Additional No of Needy 
After Belg Failure Total 

 1. Tigray 1,363,336 354,422 1,717,758
 2. Afar    272,704 - 272,704
 3. Amhara 1,956,281 1,613,539 3,569,820
 4. Oromiya 1,598,246   344,579 1,942,825
 5. Somali 1,321,000   168,660 1,489,660
 6. SNNPR   852,740   557,268 1,410,008
 7. Benishangul-Gumuz     4,201 - 4,201
 8. Gambella    46,600 - 46,600
 9. Harari    7,070   10,117 17,187
10. Dire Dawa   47,459    11,740 59,199
Total 7,469,637 3,060,325 10,529,962

Source: DPPC Call for Assistance, 7 July 2000 


