
1

Eritrea Food Security Update: December 4, 2001

Summary

The harvest season is underway in areas that receive summer rains. The food security situation
over the next three to four months may improve for households that were able to plant.

The balance of food stocks at ERREC warehouses as of December 3 stood at 56, 584 MT, of
which 45,383 MT is cereals. This is expected to be adequate for only three to four months.

The Humanitarian Appeal for the year 2002 was launched on November 27, 2001 in Asmara
and Geneva. Observers are concerned that without an adequate response from the
international community in 2002, the food security outlook for many vulnerable groups will surely
worsen.

The budget envisaged for the appeal is $120.5 million, of which emergency food assistance is
more than $54 million USD and the non-food sector over $ 66 million.

The Annual Needs Assessment for Eritrea has concluded that more than 1.3 million vulnerable
persons will require food aid and other assistance in 2002. The drought-affected make up the
major group of vulnerable persons targeted for food assistance, followed by internally displaced
persons. Other groups that will be targeted for food and nonfood aid assistance in 2002 include
host communities, returnees, refugees returning from neighboring countries, IDPs returning to
home areas, refugees in Eritrea, expellees and deportees, demobilized soldiers, and the urban
vulnerable population.

1. Review of Continuing Food Crises

Forecasters are continuing to project adequate food security conditions into the first quarter of
next year. With the harvest season well underway, the food situation in the areas that benefited
from the summer rains is expected to be fair for the next several months.

2. Food Security Conditions and Prospects

2.1. Current Food Stock Status

The harvest season of the Kremti (summer rain receiving areas) started in November and will
continue until January 2002. Harvesting in the highlands is already underway and will continue
in the midlands and lowlands where the long cycle crops such as finger millet and sorghum are
still on the ground. It is to be recalled that the farmers that are harvesting are only those
fortunate enough who were able to plant during the season. Many households were not able to
plant because they are still in camps and their agricultural areas are mined.
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The balance of food stocks at Eritrean Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (ERREC)
warehouses as of December 3 stands at 56,584 MT, of which 45,384 MT is cereals. The
breakdown is presented in Figure 1. At normal levels of distribution of about 15,000-20,000 MT
per month, these stocks will meet Eritrea’s needs for the next three months.

Figure 1. Food Stocks at ERREC Warehouses
as of December 3, 2001 (MT)

Commodity Carried
Forward

New
Arrivals

Amount
Issued Balance

Wheat 55,540 0 10,156 45,384
Wheat Flour 428 0 0 428
Lentils 1,931 0 408 1,523
Peas 1,329 441 0 1,770
CSB 2,290 0 469 1,821
Oil 3,291 1,011 7 4,294
DMK 287 0 0 287
Rice 0 0 0 0
Sugar 64 0 0 64
Biscuits 113 0 6 107
UNIMIX 310 0 84 226
Salt 519 55 0 574
Milk 72 0 0 72
Source: ERREC

2.2. Food Security Outlook for the Year

2.2.1. The UN Consolidated Inter-Agency Appeal for Eritrea

The humanitarian appeal for 2001, as depicted in figure 2, had a budget of US $133.2 million, of
which 63 percent was to be spent for foods items and the remaining 37 percent for nonfood
items. In fact, the actual proportion of food versus nonfood contributions in the current budget
has changed, with the food contribution dropping to 45 percent while the proportion of nonfood
items has increased to 54 percent. The overall response for the 2001 appeal was 52 percent;
pledges for the remaining 48 percent of contributions are unmet as of October 25, 2001.
Similarly for food items, only 59 percent of pledges were covered with actual contributions, with
41 percent that has not been met.

Figure 2. Funding Coverage for UN Consolidated Appeal
for 2001 in US$ as of 25 October 2001

Sectors Total Revised
Requirement (%)

Total Coverage
(%) Total Unmet (%)

Food 83,978,000 (63%) 49,908,944 (59%) 34,069,056 (41%)
Non-Food 49,217,034 (37%) 19,228,333 (39%) 29,988,701 (61%)
Overall 133,195,034 (100%) 69,137,277 (52%) 64,057,757 (48%)

Source: United Nations Consolidated Inter-Agency Appeal for Eritrea for
the year 2002

Against the backdrop of unmet pledges for 2001, the humanitarian appeal for 2002 was
launched concurrently in Asmara, Geneva, Washington, and other donor country capitals on
November 27, 2001. Unless the international community quickly and positively responds to the
plight of the vulnerable groups in Eritrea, the condition of many identified vulnerable groups will
surely worsen.
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This appeal, prepared under the Consolidated
Appeal Process theme of “Reaching the
Vulnerable,” is the second interagency Consolidated
Appeal for Eritrea. In this case, the vulnerable
consist of returnees, host communities, demobilized
soldiers, internally displaced populations (IDPs) in
camps, and drought-affected populations.

The appeal comes amid recognition of the need to
continue the provision of emergency food aid
assistance to war- and drought-affected groups. In
addition to focusing on these groups, the appeal will
emphasize the importance of supporting medium- to
long-term programs that would enable displaced
persons to return to their homes and resume normal
life. This would be accomplished through
reintegration, rehabilitation, and reconstruction
programs.

The overall budget for the appeal is $ 120.5 million,
of which more than $ 54 million would be allocated
to emergency food assistance and more than $66
million to the nonfood sector (Figure 3).

The 2002 appeal began in July 2001 with
consultations between stakeholders under the

coordination of the resident humanitarian coordinator. In July 2001, a CAP Workshop was held
in Asmara and attended by representatives of the Government, UN agencies, nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs), the Red Cross Movement, and donors. The outcomes of the workshop
were further enhanced during sectoral working group meetings in August and in September
where field data collection took place. A summary of the number of vulnerable groups that need
humanitarian assistance in Eritrea is shown in the following table:

According to the Annual Needs Assessment, more than 1.3 million vulnerable persons will
require assistance in 2002 (Figure 4). Out of this, 800,000 will be targeted for food aid under
the current appeal, while bilateral sources and NGOs are expected to cover the rest.

Relief assistance will be
provided to those still
displaced or affected by the
drought and to those expected
to return in 2002.
Reintegration assistance will
be provided to those who were
able to return in 2001. In
addition, certain subsets of the
larger group will require
various forms of nonfood
assistance depending on their
situation. The groups that will

Figure 4. Vulnerable Groups

Total number of food aid beneficiaries in 2002 800,000

Number of IDPs in camps 50,239

Number of IDPs in host communities 14,199

Number of IDPs outside camps 9,311

Expellees/deportees from Ethiopia 13,694

Number of drought-affected persons 524,098

Total number of Eritrean refugees to return from Sudan in 2002 90,000

Total number of refugees in Eritrea 1,922

Source: United Nations Consolidated Inter-Agency Appeal for Eritrea for
the year 2002

Figure 3. Requirements by Sector
and Appealing Agency

Sector Requirements
(US$)

Food and Food Security 58,578,100

Voluntary Repatriation,
Reintegration/Protection and
Assistance to Refugees

28,145,330

Family Shelter and Household
Items

9,011,902

Health and Nutrition 8,564,118

Mine Action 8,283,300

Water Supply and
Environmental Sanitation

2,580,000

Education 2,000,000

Socioeconomic Recovery 992,000

Coordination 979,280

Communication 556,500

Protection and Psychosocial
Care

816,000

Grand Total 120,506,530

Source: United Nations Consolidated Inter-
Agency Appeal for Eritrea for the year 2002
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be the focus of the 2002 Common Humanitarian Action Plan (CHAP) are described in the
paragraphs below.

Drought-Affected

This group, which numbers 524,000 people, makes up the major group of vulnerable persons
that have been targeted for food assistance. Individuals in this group are found in pockets
across the six zones, with the most severely affected areas located in the Anseba, Northern
Red Sea, and Southern Red Sea zones. These groups, comprised of pastoralists and agro-
pastoralists, are highly food insecure as a result of crop failures and the decimation of their
herds during three consecutive years of poor and erratic rains. The level of malnutrition is
reportedly higher among this group than any other group. The Government and the
humanitarian community will continue to provide food and nonfood assistance to the drought-
affected at least until the next seasonal harvest in December 2002.

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)

This group is made up of three distinct subgroups: IDPs in camps, IDPs outside camps, and
IDPs in host communities. These groups, which number 73,749, are the victims of the
combined effects of war and drought. The group will continue to require emergency relief
assistance, including both food and nonfood aid in 2002. As the security situation in the
Temporary Security Zone (TSZ) improves, this group is expected to return to their homes during
the course of 2002. This will enable shifting the focus from emergency assistance to
rehabilitation and reintegration assistance.

1. DPs in camps. Although the improved security situation has enabled many IDPs to
return to their home areas within the TSZ, more than 50,000 IDPs still remain
separated from their home areas. These IDPs are currently staying in camps in
Gash Barka and Debub zones. This group will continue to require significant
humanitarian support in all sectors.

2. 2. IDPs in host communities. This group is made up of persons who are living with
host families. Of the total IDP population, 14,199 displaced people are living with
host families in Maakel, Anseba, Debub, South Red Sea, and North Red Sea zones.
As this group continues to rely on the resources of already hard-pressed
communities, assistance to these groups will be provided in the context of the larger
community.

3. IDPs outside camps/host communities. In addition to IDPs still in camps and
those living with host communities, an estimated 9,311 IDPs who originally came
from Omhajer, an area within the TSZ, are living in scattered groups in different parts
of Gash-Barka zone, relying on their own very limited resources. This group, which
is waiting for improvement of the security situation in their home areas, will require
assistance now and reintegration support when they return to their home areas.

Host Communities

This group, estimated at close to 3,000 families who are directly or indirectly affected by the war
and droughts, continues to share their meager resources by hosting IDPs. This group is
targeted as recipients of food and nonfood assistance during 2002.
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Returnees

This group is composed of refugees who, for safety reasons, left Eritrea for neighboring
countries, as well as those who fled war-affected border areas to safer parts of Eritrea. Some of
these displaced persons have already started returning and will continue to receive assistance
in 2002.

Refugees Returning from Neighboring Countries

There are about 350,000 Eritrean refugees in Sudan, Yemen, and Djibouti. By the end of 2001,
62,000 are expected to be returned to Eritrea through the voluntary repatriation program.
Another 90,000 are targeted to return in 2002. The majority of this group are those who fled
during the 30-year war of liberation. The remaining are those who left the country due to the
recent border conflict with Ethiopia. The assistance rendered to this group will cover their initial
return and for support them during the reintegration period.

IDPs Returning to Home Areas

Since the establishment of the TSZ, close to 170,000 IDPs have returned to their home areas
that have been destroyed by the war. Most are rebuilding their lives and communities through
the assistance provided for reintegration, rehabilitation, and reconstruction. In addition,
emergency food and nonfood items will be provided to this group.

Refugees in Eritrea

There are a total of 1,922 refugees in Eritrea, 682 from Sudan and 1,240 from Somalia. This
group is targeted for protection, food, and nonfood assistance.

Expellees/Deportees

This group, which numbers 13,694, are rural expellees from Ethiopia. They currently live in
camps in Gash Barka and are targeted for settlement and integration assistance.

Demobilized Soldiers

The Government is planning to demobilize 200,000 soldiers in 2002. Some of these soldiers
are skilled and educated while many others come from the rural areas. This group is targeted
for reintegration assistance.

Urban Vulnerable Population

This group, which includes the very poor, disabled, and elderly persons who are socially and
economically marginalized, numbers about 213,000 individuals. They are mostly members of
women-headed households who lost their means of livelihood as a result of the war and
drought. Some are targeted for emergency food assistance, while others will fall within the
bilateral assistance programs.


