
 

 

Summary 
• Satellite imagery corroborates ground reports that seasonal rains have been poor. The 

volume and distribution of rainfall in July was below normal or much below normal 
except in Zoba Makel. 

• Short-cycle crops are all in their early vegetative growth stage of development. 
Vegetation conditions in Zoba Makel and parts of Zoba Debub showed some 
improvements during the third dekad of July. 

• The disruption of normal economic activity due to the effects of the conflict has 
exacerbated seasonal price increases. Prices of consumption staples have generally 
increased since the first of the year, with meat taking the lead. 

• Current food stocks at warehouses of the Eritrean Relief and Refugee Commission 
(ERREC) total 35,447 MT, sufficient to cover estimated needs for only 1.3 months. New 
deliveries are expected to boost this tonnage. 

• Of the 90,000 refugees who crossed into Sudan because of the war, more than 18,000 
had returned to Eritrea by the end of July. 

• No responses have come for ERREC's $182 million appeal for humanitarian assistance, 
except an early pledge of $20 million from the Italian government. 

• There are currently 28 International NGOs and 13 local NGOs registered in Eritrea. To 
facilitate coordination and cooperation among the humanitarian agencies, five sectoral 
groups have been formed. The sectoral groups are chaired by a technical ministry and 
co-chaired by a leading agency. 

1. Food Availability 

1.1. Agro Climatic Conditions 

Rainfall conditions in Eritrea have improved since the second dekad of July. The onset of the 
rainfall was late and inadequate in most of the zones except Zoba Makel, where rainfall this July 
was far more than rainfall last July and normal July levels. Figure 1 depicts the deviation from 
normal of the monthly total rainfall for July in selected stations that normally receive krempti 
rains. 
One of the two stations that received above-normal rainfall is Asmara, lying in Zoba Makel, lying 
in Zoba Makel, with 90 mm more than the normal level of 170 mm. All the remaining nine 
stations recorded below-normal rainfall, ranging between –11mm in Barentu and –107 mm in 
Adi Keih. 
A three-year comparison of the spatial averages of seasonal rainfall extracted from satellite 
images (METEOSAT RFE) for two non-contiguous sub zobas in Zoba Anseba shows that 
rainfall this year was more erratic and far lower than rainfall in 1998 and 1999. Figure 2 
indicates that cumulative rainfall this year, from the beginning of May through the end of July, 
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Figure 3.  Three-Year Comparison of Seaonsal Rainfall 
in Sub-Zoba Habero, Zoba Anseba, Eritrea: May - July
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Figure 2.  Three-Year Comparison of Seasonal Rainfall 
in Sub-Zoba Gheleb, Zoba Anseba, Eritrea: May - July
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was the lowest in the last three years in Sub-zoba Gheleb of Zoba Anseba. (The nearest rainfall 
station to sub-zoba Gheleb in Figure 1 is Keren.) 
Figure 3 shows a similar situation in sub-zoba Habero of Zoba Anseba over the last three years. 
Comparable rainfall deficits are found in most of the Zobas except Zoba Makel.  
  

1.2. Crop Production 

From the look of most indicators, this year’s crop production is not encouraging. The time for 
planting short-cycle crops is over except in Gash Barka where farmers can continue planting 
sorghum until mid-August and in Zoba Debub and Zoba Makel where farmers usually plant 
chickpeas towards the end of August. Most of the short cycle crops planted are all in their early 
vegetative growth stage. Unless the rains resume their normal levels, these crops will be subject 

Figure 1.  Deviations from Normal Monthly Rainfall 
in Key Locations in Eritrea: July 2000
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to water stress and reduction of yields. The likely exception is Zoba Makel where the rainfall 
amount and distribution have been satisfactory. 
Displacement of the part of the farming population and a reduction of cultivated area is another 
factor that will aggravate the food security situation over the year to come, possibly longer. 
Table 1 compares the area sown in the major agricultural areas by zoba as of July 1999 with the 
area sown as of July this year according to Ministry of Agriculture figures. 

Table 1.  Comparison of Total Estimated Area Sown (ha) in Eritrea as of July: 
1999 and 2000 

Zoba Area Sown in 1999 Area Sown in 2000 Change in hectares % Change 
Anseba 54,851 10,414 44,437 -81 
Debub 75,474 30,000 45,474 -60 
Gash Barka 39,416 9,420 29,996 -76 
Makal 24,265 17,776 6,489 -27 
Semenawi Keyih Bahr 8,828 8,526 302 -3 
Total 202,834 76,136 126,698 -62 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture 

The total area sown as of July 2000 decreased by 126,698 ha compared with July 1999, 
equivalent to a reduction of over 60 percent of the sown area in 1999. Zoba Gash Barka and 
Zoba Debub have born the brunt of this reduction, largely due to the war. 

Figure 4. Vegetation Conditions (as measured by NDVI) 
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1.3. Livestock 

Livestock losses due to the occupying army are substantial. An evaluation by the Ministry of 
Agriculture to estimate these losses is underway and a report will be released upon completion. 



 

 

The greatest losses are thought to have occurred in the southwestern and southern parts of 
Zoba Gash Barka and Zoba Debub where present vegetation conditions are poor to medium. 
Vegetation conditions showed some improvements towards the end of July. Heavier rainfall 
during the second and third dekad is expected to improve browsing and grazing possibilities in 
August. 
The medium and poor vegetation shown for the third dekad (July 21-31) reflects the rains that 
fell during late June and early July. When compared with normal conditions for this period of the 
year, the image shows that there is deterioration or much deterioration in almost all parts of 
Zoba Anseba, the remaining parts of Zoba Gash Barka and the highlands of Zoba Semenawi 
Keyih Bahr areas that receive krempti rains. 
Comparison of vegetation with normal represented by the green patches in Zoba Debub and 
Zoba Makel shows the only areas where present vegetation conditions are better than normal. 

2. Food accessibility 

2.1. Markets 

The normal functions of most of the markets have been severely affected by the conflict. 
Because two zobas, Debub and Gash Barka, are the major suppliers of grains and livestock, the 
disruption of normal economic activities in these two zobas has had direct and indirect effect on 
market flows. Moreover, the conflict has also disrupted government operations in all the 
occupied and nearby zones, including the collection of market information. 
Price data, where available, show general prices increases for all food items. The conflict is 
exacerbating seasonal price increases. In Asmara, the major consumer center, sorghum that 
was selling for 250 nakfa/100 kg in January 2000, now fetches 450 nakfa /100 kg in July (US $1 
equals 9.70 nafka at the official exchange rate). Another noticeable effect of the conflict is on 
the reduced deliveries of livestock to the market, as reflected in the price of beef. The retail price 
of meat in January that stood at 22 nakfa/kg, has increased now to 35 nakfa/kg. 

2.2. Socio-Economic Conditions 

Eritrea will need massive reconstruction programs to rehabilitate all facilities that have been 
directly or indirectly affected by the war and occupation of part of the country. The government 
is negotiating with multilateral and bilateral organizations to raise funds for the rehabilitation of 
schools, clinics, government offices, fuel stations and other important social amenities like water 
and energy installations that were destroyed. 
For example, the Emergency Education Coordinating Group, (comprised of the Ministry of 
Education and humanitarian agencies), reported the findings of an education rapid needs 
assessment. Among other recommendations, the government needs to introduce feeding 
programs in schools located in the severely war-affected sub-zobas and the IDP camps. 

2.3. Food Status and Flows 

The current available stock in Eritrea can only cover requirements for 1.3 months. It has been 
reported that by the end of July there was 35,447 MT of food in ERREC’s warehouses, of which 
27,462 MT was wheat. These levels will be augmented by the arrival 17,500 MT of food aid over 
the next month. 



 

 

3. Targeting and Response Planning 

3.1. Vulnerable Groups 

The baseline figures of internal vulnerable groups and/or aid beneficiaries remain the same at 
1,662,000. Although there is slow movement of displaced people back to their home villages, 
the majority is still in camps or with host communities. It must be noted that those returnees are 
going back to destroyed homes and will depend on relief until they are established and resume 
a normal life. 
Of the 90,000 Eritrean refugees who crossed into Sudan because of the occupation, more than 
18,000 have returned to their country under the Voluntary Repatriation Program with assistance 
from the UNHCR. The repatriation will continue until all refugees return home. 

3.2. Humanitarian Appeals 

The weekly humanitarian update issued by the Information Coordination Center (ICC) reported 
that Eritrea had appealed for US $20 million under the UN’s regional drought appeal for the 
Horn of Africa. Financial tracking compiled by UN/OCHA reveals that 46 percent of the appeal 
was funded as of July 31, as follows: food 87 percent funded, health and nutrition 35 percent 
funded, water and sanitation 44 percent funded, seed and agriculture 0 percent funded, and 
livestock 0 percent funded. 
There are no other responses to the $183 million humanitarian appeal from ERREC of May 
except the initial $20 million from the Italian government. Similarly, no pledges have come forth 
in response to the revised UN Country Team Appeal that was re-launched on July 19, 2000. 

4. Networking 
The Information Coordination Center (ICC) has formed sectoral working groups to facilitate the 
coordination and cooperation among the humanitarian organizations in Eritrea. These are the 
Food Sector Group, Health and Nutrition Group, Shelter Group, Water and Sanitation Group 
and Education Group. These sectoral groups are chaired by government agency and co-chaired 
by other member agencies. They hold regular weekly meetings where issues of common 
interest are discussed and recommendations submitted to ERREC or other government 
agencies. 
 


