
 

 

 Eritrea Food Security Update: June 2000 

SUMMARY 
• The summer rains, between June and July, have been well below average. 

• Some long-cycle crops such as maize and finger millet were subjected to water stress 
due to excessive heat in May and June.  

• This year’s overall sown area is considerably reduced compared to that of last year due 
to the Ethiopian occupation of parts of Gash Barka and Debub, the major crop growing 
areas of Eritrea.  There has been disruption in cultivation in both zones and many of the 
inhabitants have been displaced. 

• Vegetative conditions are well below average and are negatively affecting livestock 
production.  

• The national grain reserve is empty and the Eritrean Grain Board has only small 
operating stocks. 

• The Eritrean Relief and Refugee Commission (ERREC) has issued an emergency 
appeal for $183 million to cover assistance for 1.6 million people affected by war and 
drought.  Between 80 and 90 % of these are women, children and the elderly.  

• The Italian government has pledged to contribute $20 million towards ERREC’s appeal.  

• The US government has pledged 50,000 MT of emergency food aid.  The UN Country 
Team has released an appeal for emergency humanitarian assistance worth $87 million. 

• Currently 33 NGOs, 6 UN agencies, the EU and 3 bilateral agencies are operating in 
Eritrea.  

A new Information and Coordination Center, jointly managed by ERREC and the UN Resident 
Humanitarian Coordinator, has been established to coordinate and disseminate information on 
humanitarian activities in Eritrea. 

1.   Food Availability 

1.1. Agro Climatic Conditions 
The extended dry spell during May and June was followed by what looked like promising 
summer rains towards the end of June in Zoba Makel, Debub and Anseba.  The dry weather 
continued in Gash Barka, the breadbasket of Eritrea throughout the month of June.  The same 
trend continued during the first two dekads of July in Gash Barka (see Figure 1 below).  
Although the month of July is normally the period during which the main rains approach their 
peak, so far this year’s rainfall is generally less than that of last year. 
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Figure1.  Rainfall for Selected Stations in the Summer Rain Areas of Eritrea 
(First Dekad of June – First Dekad of July) in mm 

 
Rainfall estimate (RFE) images indicate that the dry spell continued into the first two dekads of 
June, with a slight improvement in the rains during the second dekad in the southwestern parts 
of Gash Barka.  There was very low rain in Makel, Debub and Anseba in late June and early 
July, except in the southwestern tip of Eritrea where signs of good rain are depicted. 
The average rainfall image in Figure 2 indicates that normally one would expect the entire area 
of Zoba Debub, Makel and most of Anseba and Gash Barka to get some rainfall beginning from 
the second dekad of June.  However, this year, the western parts of Zoba Debub and the 
eastern parts of Zoba Gash Barka remained relatively dry compared to normal. Furthermore, 
the RFE images indicate that during the first dekad of July, the entire Zoba Debub, Makel, parts 
of Anseba and Gash Barka are drier this year when compared to the average. 
 

 Jun 1-10 Jun 11-20 Jun 21-30 July 1-10  Jun 1-10 Jun 11-20 Jun 21-30 July 1-10

MAAKEL ANSEBA 

Asmara Airport 0.0 0.0 32.2 8.6 Elabered (MoA) 0.0 0.0 60.2 10.4

Ghegeret 0.0 0.0 40.4 9.4 Keren/Darit 0.0 0.0 27.5 46.1

Haylo 0.0 0.0 18.5 0.0 Hagaz 0.0 13.0 13.2 16.3

Paradizo 0.0 0.0 21.7 0.4 Halhal 0.0 27.8 47.2 43.2

Serejeka 0.0 0.0 19.0 0.0 GASH BARKA 

Tsada Christian 0.0 0.0 29.9 0.0 Agordat 0.0 6.5 22.0 15.5

Tseazega 0.0 0.0 16.0 6.5 Alighdir NA NA NA NA

DEBUB Barentu NA NA NA NA

Adi Keih (H.O) 0.0 0.0 24.4 7.0 Forto 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Areza 0.0 0.0 49.7 9.0 Gollige NA NA NA 0.0

Adi Quala 0.0 0.0 55.5 25.7 Keru 0.0 0.0 0.0 9.0

Debarewa 0.0 0.0 73.0 54.0 Omhager NA NA NA NA

Dekemhare 0.0 0.0 53.5 25.0 Shambuko R. NA NA NA NA

Kudus Giorgis 0.0 0.0 20.7 8.3 Tessenei NA NA 0.0 6.1

Mai-Aini 0.0 0.0 72.6 79.3   

Maimne  **NA NA 17.0 4.0   

Senafe NA NA NA NA   

Tsorona NA NA NA NA   

Source: MOA. 

**NA.  These are some of the stations that have been under Ethiopian army occupation and the 
rain gauges have been vandalized or destroyed. 
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Figure 2:  Rainfall conditions based on RFE 
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1.2. Crop Production 
This year’s major constraint to agricultural activities is the conflict with Ethiopia that started on 
May12.  It resulted in the occupation of extensive Eritrean territories, and particularly of Zoba 
Debub and Gash Barka, the two zobas bordering Ethiopia, and the major agricultural areas of 
Eritrea.  Large parts of these zobas have been, and are, occupied by the Ethiopian army and 
are not accessible for any agricultural activities.  Because of the occupation, most of the 
inhabitants of these areas have been displaced and are seeking refuge within and outside the 
zoba.  Recently, the occupation army has withdrawn from some areas but is still occupying 
large areas of Debub and Gash Barka.  Due to land mines, most of these areas are still not 
accessible for any agricultural activities.  For example, 9 of the 12 sub-zobas of Zoba Debub are 
directly or indirectly affected by the conflict.  The situation in Gash Barka is similar. 
Due to the excessive heat in May and early June, long cycle maize and finger millet crops were 
subjected to severe water stress, although with the onset of the rains in late June some of the 
wilting may have been reversed.  In zoba Makel, Anseba and parts of Gash Barka and Debub, 
planting of short cycle crops (wheat, barley, teff, some varieties of sorghum, flux, field peas, and 
broad beans) continued throughout July and will continue until the first week of August.  
Although the onset of the rains was late and in some areas inadequate, farmers are planting in 
the hope that the rains will continue in September during the tasseling and seed setting stage.  
Late-planted crops are now below their normal phenological development stage for this time of 
the season.  Such crops will require rainfall at least through the end of September to mature.  If 
the rains do not continue in August and September, it is very unlikely that even the small-
expected harvest will be realized. 

1.3.  Livestock 
The war with Ethiopia has seriously affected the livestock sector of Eritrea.  Gash Barka, 
because of its large rangelands and riverine forests is the major livestock area of Eritrea. The 
occupation army has slaughtered thousands of ruminants and cattle and thousands have been 
taken to Ethiopia alive.  
Livestock ownership is one of the major coping mechanisms for the agro-pastoralists of western 
Eritrea.  The loss of their cattle is a traumatic experience for these communities.  The economic 
impact of this sudden loss of such a huge number of livestock will be felt by other sectors such 
as the meat markets and the draft animal markets in other parts of the country that used to get 
their supplies from Gash Barka.  
Vegetation conditions have improved with the arrival of the rains and have increased the 
browsing and grazing potentials of the summer rain receiving zobas.  

2. Food Accessibility 

2.1. Markets 
Because of the conflict, some of the markets that the Eritrean Grain Board monitors for price 
information have been totally out of reach.  Regular price data collection has been disrupted. 
Most food items in Asmara have increased substantially in price. 

2.2  Socio-economic conditions 
More than 1.6 million people, or about 50% of the entire population, are directly or indirectly 
affected by the conflict and/or by drought.  This includes 1.1 million war affected, 335,000 
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drought affected, 175,000 impacted host communities, and 150,000 victims of urban poverty.  It 
is estimated that between 80 and 90% of these are women, children and the elderly.  

2.3  Food status and Flows 
The national grain reserve is empty and the Eritrean Grain Board (EGB) has only small 
operating stocks.  However, the EGB is expecting 29,500 MT from the US government. 
Emergency relief food is critically short.  With the delivery of only 12,575, MT of grain in July, 
there is a balance of 21,500 MT in ERREC’s stores.  There are confirmed pledges of 17,500 MT 
that are expected in August.  In addition, the US government has recently pledged another 
50,000 MT during the visit of a US official to Eritrea.  No delivery date for this aid is yet known. 
Problems were experienced with the inland transport of relief food delivered to Massawa port in 
May and early June.  A substantial number of additional trucks were then assigned to work on 
deliveries from Massawa to distribution centers.  The port’s off loading facilities, such as 
bagging machines, are being repaired and are ready to receive new shipments. 

3.  Targeting and Response Planning 

3.1. Vulnerable groups 
Ranking the severity of their vulnerability, the 1.1 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) is 
the primary target for immediate assistance.  Conditions in this group vary, as some IDPs have 
been lucky to find refuge in camps and in host communities, while others are living in caves, 
riverbeds and in the open air away from their villages and homesteads.  There are 16 IDP 
camps, 14 temporary settlements, and hundreds of villages hosting the displaced throughout 
the country. 
In addition to these, there are more than 90,000 Eritrean refugees who have fled to Sudan to 
escape the conflict.  These refugees are already returning to their homes under a voluntary 
repatriation program with the help of UNHCR.  

Other vulnerable groups include people in Zoba Semienawi Keih Bahri, Debubawi Keih Bahri, 
and Anseba who are in need of food assistance due to the failure of their harvests over the last 
two consecutive seasons.  

3.2. Humanitarian Appeals 
The Eritrean Relief and Refugee Commission (ERREC) released an appeal for Emergency 
Humanitarian Assistance for war and drought victims in Eritrea that targets 1,665,000 people.  
The appeal seeks food, shelter, water and sanitation, transport and logistical support.  The total 
financial requirement to meet the needs of the target population amounts to US$ 183,000,000.  
So far, the Government of Italy has pledged to contribute US$ 20,000,000 towards funding the 
appeal. 
The UN Country Team launched a US$ 87.3 million Humanitarian Appeal for Eritrea on July 19, 
2000.  This appeal is in response to the needs for the more than 1.1 million war-affected 
Eritreans.  Of this amount, more than US$40 million is requested by WFP to cover the cost of 
63,000 MT of food aid through December for some 750,000 war affected people.  UNDP 
requires US$ 15.4 million for tents blankets and household utensils, UNHCR requires US$ 13.3 
million to assist displaced populations, and UNICEF requires US$ 10.7 million for the provision 
of water and sanitation, health, nutrition and education.  UNFPA requires US$ 3.9 million to 
provide maternal health care.  WHO requires US$ 1.2 million for health care support.  FAO 
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requires US$ 1 million for the provision of seeds, tools, and other agricultural inputs to farmers, 
and the UN Office for Humanitarian Affairs requires US$ 892,000 to support humanitarian 
coordination mechanisms. 

4.   Networking 

4.1. International Assistance:   
With the escalation of the conflict, and the complex emergency that followed it, the number of 
international agencies seeking to assist in Eritrea is increasing from day to day.  There are now 
33 NGOs, 6 UN agencies, the EU and 3 bilateral agencies (Italian Cooperation, USAID and 
DANIDA) all registered and active in Eritrea.  
With the onset of the crisis in May 2000, the need for greater coordination between all 
humanitarian actors, UN agencies, NGOs and ERREC became a heightened priority.  Weekly 
inter-agency meeting have since been co-chaired by UNDP and ERREC.   

4.2. Information Coordination Center (ICC): 
In order to support the Eritrean Relief and Refugee Commission in the coordination of the 
national and international response to the current complex humanitarian emergency, an 
Information and Coordination Center was established in the ERREC office.  The ICC operates 
under the auspices of the ERREC Commissioner and the UN Resident Coordinator.  Day-to-day 
management of ICC is the responsibility of ERREC and the UN OCHA.  Currently, the ICC is 
jointly managed by the FEWS NET Representative on behalf of ERREC and by the UN OCHA 
on behalf of the UN Humanitarian Coordinator, forging links between the two as well as the 
wider humanitarian community.   
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