
 

 

 Horn of Africa Food Security Update: July 2000 

Summary 
The Greater Horn of Africa continues to be the center of massive emergency food relief 
distributions.  Developments during July suggest that these emergency food needs will persist 
for the immediate future and may extend well into 2001.  While large parts of the region are 
seasonally dry season, July is the midst of the agricultural season in important parts of Eritrea 
and Ethiopia.  Unfortunately, after a promising start the rains have declined badly in July raising 
concerns over the harvest and consequences for relief needs. 
The epicenter of emergency food needs, caused by successive seasons of poor rainfall 
encompasses much of Ethiopia and northern Kenya, and includes neighboring areas of 
Somalia, Eritrea, southern Sudan and Uganda.  Conflicts in the region compound the situation 
and are increasing emergency needs. 
In Ethiopia there is considerable concern that large-scale emergency relief needs may persist 
into 2001.  Earlier optimism over the progress of the current meher cropping season has been 
tempered by very poor rainfall distribution in the areas east of the central escarpment during 
June, July and early August.  While it is still too early to estimate meher crop production, 
depending on the performance of the remaining rains, expectations in the affected areas range 
from slightly below average production to extensive crop failure.  The National Early Warning 
Group is planning a mid-season field appraisal to investigate. 
Following the failure of the previous belg harvest the DPPC confirmed its revised estimates for 
emergency relief needs at 1.34 MMT of food for 10.5 million people through the end of the year.  
Total pledges by the end of July stood at 76% of the total requested, leaving a shortfall of 
approximately 320,000 MT.  A failure of the meher crop would translate into increased relief 
needs from December 2000 onwards. 
In Kenya WFP has continued general food distributions to highly food insecure populations in 
the north and east of the country.  Following from an initial EMOP providing food between 
December 1999 and June 2000, an additional 180,000 MT of food has been requested by WFP 
for use between July and December 2000.  Only the United States Government, British 
Government and Government of Kenya have made significant contributions, leaving a large 
deficit. 
Already food distributions have been scaled back from planned levels.  Further pledges are 
urgently required to ensure the food pipeline beyond August.  A recent UNICEF nutrition survey 
reporting serious rates of child malnutrition in the pastoral areas; global acute malnutrition rates 
in excess of 20% in many districts, underscoring the need for heightened relief efforts. 
National main-season maize production is estimated to be down by a third from average, 
directly affecting poor producers and keeping market prices high.  Although the start of early 
harvesting in July, coupled with the impact of significant relief distributions, has resulted in the 
recent reduction of maize prices, current prices remain at record levels.  The Government of 
Kenya is still maintaining a 25% tariff on imported maize, consequently reducing market access 
of many poor consumers. 



 

 

In Eritrea the main crop season is normally expected to be well underway.  However, prospects 
for this season look bleak.  A large percentage of civilians displaced during the war are still 
unable to return and cultivate their land.  This has been compounded by very poor rainfall during 
July over the majority of the country.  Production from the important livestock sector has also 
fallen, as animals were lost during the conflict.  The overall food security situation is precarious.  
The economic and social disruptions caused by the war, coupled with a limited response 
capacity, have exacerbated normal seasonal food price increases in Asmara.  In the last six 
months the price of sorghum and meat has nearly doubled. 
The Eritrean Relief and Refugee Commission (ERREC) issued an appeal for $182 million in 
June 2000 to provide for emergency food, water and health for July to December 2000.  So far, 
contributions have totaled only US$ 20 million and emergency relief deliveries have fallen far 
below planned levels.  Food stocks in ERREC warehouses at the end of July were 
approximately 35,000MT, sufficient only for distributions to mid-September. 
In Somalia the Gu crop season is generally performing well, with total cereal production 
estimated at 22% above the post war average, although this is still 43% below the prewar 
average.  The incoming harvest will allow on-going relief food deliveries to be reduced.  
However, agricultural production has been geographically variable and localized needs persist.  
Livestock production is also variable.  While generally good, pastures close to the Kenyan 
border received poor rainfall, along with a large influx of Kenyan cattle seeking grazing.  In 
Somaliland a recent drought assessment confirmed localized but significant livestock deaths 
and the need for emergency food and water interventions. 
The overall food security trend in Somalia is improving, although important areas of need 
remain.  WFP and CARE expect to have sufficient resources to meet immediate food 
distribution targets over the coming months.  However, large shortfalls in pledges to the joint UN 
appeal are limiting the response capacity in other sectors. 
In southern Sudan early reports of crop production, which has just started, suggest very 
variable production.  Overall production may be slightly below last year, which was below 
average.   Insecurity and conflict continue to undermine production in large areas of the country 
and are the major cause of food insecurity. 
Additionally the area adjacent to northern Kenya is suffering from a similar drought to that 
across the border.  This has decimated crop production and caused widespread livestock 
movements and large-scale relief is required. 
Problems in the WFP food pipeline during July resulted in the distribution of only one third of 
planned food.  This problem should be rectified in August. 
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