
 

 

Recent Rainfall Compared to Normal
As of July 10, 2000

Note particularly the below normal conditions
running from Eritrea south into the lowland ag
areas adjacent to the escarpment, and the strong
below-average conditions extending south-west
from Somaliland along the southern highlands of
Ethiopia. Watch also: Sudan.

Source: NOAA CPC
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Horn of Africa Update   
As the main rainy season approached its peak in 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, and southern Sudan, existing 
emergency food crises in the Horn were being 
addressed by huge national and international 
relief efforts in Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Kenya.  Re-
assessments of needs were underway in each, 
with substantial increases in beneficiaries and 
food aid expected in Ethiopia and Kenya.  In 
Somalia and Sudan chronic food insecurity 
issues predominate, exacerbated in local areas 
by conflict. 
In Eritrea, more than a million war-displaced 
persons and several hundred thousands of 
drought-affected await a peace settlement that 
will allow their return to home areas.  The most 
productive farmlands in the country are found in 
war-affected areas and, as the time for normal 
tilling of fields passed in late June and early July, 
agricultural production from those areas became 
less likely.  Relief needs are still being assessed, 
but slow pledging and delivery of food and non-
food assistance mean many needs may go un-
met. 
In Ethiopia, an official re-assessment of needs 
was underway, following the almost total failure of 
the belg harvest.  Early estimates indicated that 
up to 10.5 million drought-affected people (up 
from 8.1 million) would need as much as 1.4 
million MT (up from 838,000 MT) of food aid 
through the end of the year.  Before this new 
assessment was completed, pledges through late 
June had met 699,000 MT (87%) of the year 2000 requirement.  Although imports of food aid 
through the ports of Djibouti and Berbera have largely kept pace with monthly requirements 
(310,000 MT delivered between April and end-June), internal transport to distribution points has 
been more problematic.  Main-season rains have been generally adequate in the principal 
agricultural areas of the country, but several highly vulnerable areas at the eastern and southern 
edges of the highlands are experiencing poor rainfall.  In those areas, food aid and a belief that 
a harvest may still be extracted, under unpromising conditions, have kept these populations in 



 

 

their home areas.  Some of the worst agricultural conditions are currently found in large farms 
that occupy the lowland areas below the northern belg areas around Wello.  These generally 
provide a source of wage labor for the poor from the highlands, and a mid-season crop failure 
would eliminate this important safety net. 
The first post-harvest estimates in Kenya indicate that the main season harvest will be 
substantially reduced from the normal 2.2 million MT of grain, to about 1.4 million MT.  Near 
record low rainfall in most of the pastoral and agro-pastoral areas of northern, central and 
eastern Kenya have also greatly increased the already poor food security of most households in 
these areas.  The numbers of food insecure have risen from 539,638 persons to about 2.2 
million in July, with an additional 1.05 million school-children slated to receive school feeding, 
and 430,000 others to receive supplementary feeding.  An aggregate total of about 180,000 MT 
is required through 2000.  Grain prices in the open market have risen to near record nominal 
prices in response to the poor harvest, as well as to low stocks in the country.  As they rise, they 
will progressively push more people out of the market and into a need for food aid.  Getting 
more maize stocks into the country through commercial channels may be difficult, despite the 
ability of the private sector to import large volumes on short notice.  The Government recently 
reduced its 75% duty on maize imports to 25%, but the remaining duty will still make imports 
less competitive, especially with the prospect of large food aid imports and a slowdown in 
demand as power rationing limits milling operations. 
The current food security situations in both southern Sudan and Somalia share several 
similarities, even though the main agricultural season has concluded in Somalia and is mid-
season in Sudan.  Both include large populations that are chronically and severely food 
insecure.  At the moment, however, the main sources of food and income for these most 
vulnerable populations, agricultural and pastoral production, are not the major features of their 
food insecurity.  The second-best harvest in the post-war (1993-1998) era is expected in August 
in Somalia, and may lead to a decrease in the 750,000 people who are currently designated to 
receive food aid.  Local exceptions include the Gedo region in southern Somalia where extreme 
food insecurity continues, and the Awdal region of Somaliland, hard hit by drought.  The current 
mixed crop and pasture conditions in most of southern Sudan (with a notable exception of the 
poor conditions in Eastern Equatoria, adjacent to Kenya and Ethiopia) also promise the 
possibility of a normal year of production.  The major cause of food insecurity now in both 
places is related to civil insecurity.  Conflict, which leads to disruptions of production and limits 
access by donor and NGO aid operations, is present in a shifting patchwork of areas in both 
countries.  Until the civil insecurity can be reduced, neither the widespread chronic food 
insecurity nor the local acute emergencies can be successfully addressed. 
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