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BURKINA FASO Food Security Update	 October 2007 

	 The sudden dry spell in the second dekad of September 
had a negative effect on crops in most parts of the 
country in the month of October. 

	 However, the food situation in most livelihood zones is 
still satisfactory (Figure 1), with no significant 
movements in prices and with crops from last year’s 
inventories and recent harvests still available on 
domestic markets. 

	 Thanks to good nationwide coordination, ongoing aid in 
flood‐damaged areas is helping stricken households 
meet emergency needs, but medium and long‐term 
programs are a must to rehabilitate production 
infrastructure. 

	 Livestock feeding and health conditions are still 
satisfactory, although the nutritional value of existing 
vegetation has begun to deteriorate earlier than usual 
due to reported rainfall deficits. 

Figure 1.  Current food security assessment for 
Burkina Faso, fourth quarter 2007 (Oct-Dec) 

Source: FEWS NET 

Seasonal calendar and timeline of major events 

Source: FEWS NET 

Current food security situation 

On the whole, the nationwide food situation for the month of October was satisfactory thanks to the availability of 
certain types of fresh grain crops from recent harvests (corn, tubers and groundnuts). However, livelihood zones 
dominated by corn and cotton production are expected to face problems (Figure 2) with the poor performance of crops 
in these areas due to the untimely dry spell just when grain crops were most in need of water. 
After the initial round of emergency aid furnished by the government and its partners, residents of flood‐stricken areas 
are counting on expected harvests from fields spared by the flooding as the basis for their food supply (only 17,000 of the 
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over three million hectares of croplands were actually flooded). However, their situation is still troubling, in light of the 
expected negative repercussions of this year’s end‐of‐season problems. 

Meteorological conditions and activities associated with the 2007/08 growing season 

Season‐long cumulative rainfall totals 
at most National Weather Service 
reference weather stations ranged 
from normal to above‐normal. The 
Gaoua station in the Southwest was 
an exception, reporting a 300 mm 
rainfall deficit. Seasonal‐long 
cumulative rainfall totals for the 
period from April 1st through 
September 30th ranged from 531.5 
mm in Dori to 1,225.3 mm in Pô. 
Compared with the historical average 
for 1971 through 2000, there was 
above‐average rainfall in Dori, 
Ouahigouya, Dédougou and Pô, near‐
average rainfall in Bogandé, 
Ouagadougou, Fada N’Gourrna, 
Boromo, Bobo Dioulasso and 
Niangoloko and below‐average 
rainfall in Gaoua. Cumulative rainfall 
totals as of September 30th of this 
year were higher than at the same 
time last year in Dori, Ouahigouya, 
Bogandé, Ouagadougou, Boromo and 
Pô, similar to last year’s figures in 
Dédougou, Fada N’Gourma and Bobo 
Dioulasso and below last year’s figure 
for Niangoloko. 

Figure 2. Livelihood zones map of Burkina Faso 

Source: FEWS NET 

Despite above or near‐average 
cumulative rainfall totals in many 
parts of the country, this year’s rainy 
season was marked by a sudden dry 
spell beginning in mid‐September, 
with very little change in rainfall 
conditions since that time. The 
sudden drought caused certain types 
of crops in all parts of the country to 
suffer from water stress, with varying 
effects depending on the region and 
field location (in the lowlands or 
highlands). In any event, late‐planted 
crops sown in July in their 
reproductive phase just when the rains came to an end will suffer the most damage. 

Harvest forecasts from field missions conducted by the National Early Warning System at the beginning of the month 
bode well for good harvests in the Cascades region of the country. Production shortfalls are expected in the Boucle du 
Mouhoun, Central and South Central regions due to planting delays and the sudden drought. Forecasts for the Central‐
Eastern region suggest fair to poor harvests in that area. Grain production forecasts for other parts of the country point 
to average harvests. Forecasts for the Sahelian region (Figure 3) are predicting very poor to fair harvests in structurally 
deficit areas of the Northern, North‐Central and Sahelian regions due to the drought in late September. The implications 
o the sudden drought from the household food security standpoint are manifold: smaller harvests, shortages of crops on 

Figure 3. Harvest forecast for the Sahelian region of Burkina Faso as of the 
beginning of October, by municipality 

Source: SAP Mission, October 2007; Map developed by the DGRE (Bureau of Water Resources) 
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local markets, a surge in crop prices, plunging prices for 
livestock, sales of breeding animals, population 
movements, a slump in sales of off‐season crops and the 
implementation of survival strategies such as the 
consumption of famine foods. 

To help ensure the availability of water resources for this 
year’s farming and stock‐raising activities, the 
government and its partners will need to mount a major 
effort to help farmers plant irrigated off‐season crops and 
establish feedlots for sheep and cattle. The advantage of 
this is that it would keep rural dwellers from leaving the 
countryside and improve both their income and their food 
situation. 

Markets, terms of trade and access to crops 

Prices on most markets around the country are still 
affordable for local households due, in part, to market 
supplies from carry‐over trader inventories from last 
year’s harvests, as well as to the presence of corn crops 
from neighboring countries and shipments of fresh crops 
to certain markets. Prices on reference markets (Figure 4) 
in traditional grain‐deficit areas (Kaya and Ouahigouya) 
are falling, if not holding steady, most likely, due to the 
unloading of last year’s grain crops by local traders. 

Figure 4. Millet prices on reference markets in Burkina 
Faso (Sep 2006 to Oct 2007) 

Source of data: SIM/SONAGESS, RESIMAO, DRAHRH; Graphic by 
FEWS NET- October figures are averages as of week 3. 

Prices on retail markets such as Sankaryaré 
(Ouagadougou) and Dori are rising (Figure 5) in reaction 
to the reported hike in prices on the Dédougou market, 
their traditional provisioning market. Crops in this major 
grain‐producing area were planted late in the season and 
corn crops performed poorly, causing prices to rise. 
September prices ranged from 97 CFAF/kg in Dédougou 
to 143 CFAF/kg in Dori. Prices rose slightly throughout 
the first three weeks of October, with a spread of from 
101 CFAF/kg in Dédougou to 148 CFAF/kg in Sankaryaré. 

Figure 5. Trends in millet prices on the Sankaryaré 
market in 2007, compared with 2006 and the five-year 
average (2002/06) 

Source of data: SIM/SONAGESS, RESIMAO, DRAHRH 
Graphic by FEWS NET 

A look at trends in millet prices on the Sankaryaré market 
in the nation’s capital, the provisioning market for the 
Sahelian (Dori) and North‐Central regions (Kaya), shows a 
steady rise in prices since last June due to higher prices in 
crop‐producing areas (Dédougou) supplying this market 
and stockpiling on the part of traders. Millet prices are 
climbing on the Sankaryaré market, with increasingly 
large spreads between this and last year’s figures, where 
prices are approaching the five‐year average. 

Figure 6. Trends in terms of trade for male goats/millet 
on the Djibo market (September 2006 to September 2007) 

Source of data: DGPSE, DRRA-CN, SIM/SONAGESS, DRAHRH 
Graphic by FEWS NET 

Condition of livestock 

The sudden dry spell is expected to have a disastrous 
effect on pasture resources in all livelihood zones 
dependent on livestock‐raising activities in the North, the 
Sahel and the East. This will likely affect food availability 
for large animals during the upcoming dry season. This 
year, a shortage of good pastureland could mean earlier than usual seasonal migration from livestock‐raising areas to 
lusher pastures in other parts of the country and in certain neighboring countries. These migratory movements are liable 
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to take able‐bodied men away from home for unusually long periods of time, leaving women and young children to fend 
for themselves. 

Terms of trade for millet/male goats are already deteriorating (Figure 6), with prices for goats beginning to fall (due to 
slack market demand) and millet prices trending upwards. This is especially true on the Djibo market, the reference 
market for the Sahelian region. Despite falling prices for livestock and rising grain prices, terms of trade for 
livestock/grain are still favorable to herders, with the selling price of a Sahelian goat in good condition equivalent to the 
cost of two plus sacks of millet on the Djibo market. 

Conclusions and outlook 

On the whole, the food situation is looking good in terms of grain availability on domestic markets, price stability and 
harvest forecasts in general. However, certain households could face a drop in income with the poor harvest outlook for 
cash crops in particular (cotton and pulses) and even for grain crops. There are localized grain production shortfalls in the 
Central Plateau, Northern, Eastern and Sahelian regions, and all areas falling into this category will need to be closely 
monitored. 

Thanks to a joint effort by the government and its partners, emergency programs have been mounted to bring relief to 
flood victims. However, interested stakeholders will need to efficiently and effectively coordinate the implementation of 
medium and long‐term programs for the rehabilitation of damaged production infrastructure. This calls for an in‐depth 
assessment of corresponding flood damage and its socioeconomic impacts as part of a consensus‐building process by the 
government and its partners designed to better target affected areas and population groups, assess their needs, and 
provide appropriate assistance. 


