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FAVORABLE FOOD SECURITY CONDITIONS CONTINUE TO
PREVAIL IN MOST PARTS OF THE COUNTRY

SUMMARY

From mid-November to early December, most farmers were busy finishing up their
harvest activities. As a result, satisfactory food security conditions continue to prevail
throughout the country. At the same time, the lack of residual moisture in localities that
depend on it to grow their off-season food for the year could result in some food
insecurity problems during the next five to six months. Localities affected include
Oubritenga and Kourweogo Provinces.

1. Current Food Security Conditions

1.1. Food Availability

From mid-November through early December, favorable food availability conditions continued to
prevail throughout the country. As reported in the November Update, the national cereal
balance for 2001 was showing a net surplus of more than 200,000 MT above consumption
needs. In addition, with farmers having just completed their harvests, there is still enough food
in the granaries to meet most consumption needs of rural households, even in the production-
deficit provinces. Consequently, no major food availability problems were encountered during
the period under review.

1.2. Food Accessibility Conditions

Changes in staple prices across major reference markets are a good indicator of the food
access conditions in the country, holding other factors such as income constant. To this end, a
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number of major markets, which represent a wide range of the food access conditions
throughout the country, are regularly closely monitored. These major markets include Bobo-
Dioulasso (SouthWest Region), Ouagadougou (Center Region), Ouahigouya (North Region),
and Dori (Sahel Region).

Millet prices in CFA/kg in November were compared with the past five-year average price
(1996-2000) for the same staple at the same period in the same market (Figure 1). Of the four
key markets considered, millet prices in November fell below the average in Bobo-Dioulasso
and Dori. This suggests, in conjunction with other information that is available, that food access
conditions were satisfactory for most households in the Southwest (Bobo-Dioulasso) and Sahel
(Dori) regions.

On the other hand, millet prices appeared to be higher than average in the remaining two
markets of Ouagadougou and Ouahigouya by 8.2 percent and 32.5 percent, respectively. For
Ouagadougou, the price differential of 8.2 percent is fairly insignificant. In addition, most people
in Ouagadougou are wage earners (i.e., civil-servants, paid labor) or involved in self-
employment income-generating activities (e.g., trade, craftwork, etc.). Consequently, the
November price level is not likely to result in any major food access problems for most
households. In contrast, for Ouahigouya, the price differential of 32.5 percent is significant.
Although Ouhigouya is a major secondary city, this level of price increase suggests that most
households there must spend more of their income than during the 1996-2000 period to
purchase a similar amount of millet. Moreover, it is not known whether wages and salaries have
increased at a similar rate to offset these cereal price gains. Consequently, households that
depend mainly on the market for their food supply were likely to be relatively worse off in
November compared with average. In Ouahigouya, this would mainly affect the urban poor,
which includes blue collar and temporary workers, as well as the unemployed.
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Figure 1. Comparison of November Millet Prices
in Burklina Faso: 2001 and Average

AVG Nov96-00 136 134 108 132

Nov-01 120 145 160 108

Bobo Ouaga Ouhigouya Dori
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The observed sorghum prices in CFA/kg in November were also compared with the past five-
year average price trend (1996-2000) for the same staple at the same period for each market.
Of the four key markets considered, with the exception of Ouagadougou, sorghum prices in
November 2001 compared to the 1996-2000 average followed a similar pattern as those for
millet. As in the case of millet, sorghum prices in Ouahigouya were significantly higher in
November 2001 compared to the 1996-2000 average.

Still, because most farmers have just finished their harvests, no major food access problems are
likely to occur in rural areas. Nevertheless, because prices are already high, it will be important
to closely monitor markets in the North Region during the coming weeks. FEWS NET will be
undertaking field trips throughout the country in the near future to verify the post-harvest food
security conditions of populations in the production-deficit areas in general and in the North
Region in particular.

2. National Trends: Off-season Agricultural Activities

According to the Ministry of Agriculture, farmers in many localities are busy with various off-
season agricultural production activities as part of their annual household food security strategy
to supplement food and other basic needs. One of the main off-season activities include
growing green beans, tomatoes, onions, cabbages, lettuce, peppers, and carrots for sale.

Unfortunately, in spite of the relatively good and widespread rainfall that was received earlier
during the growing season, farmers in some localities are experiencing water shortages already.
In Oubritenga and Kourweogo, in particular, field reports suggest that farmers may have serious
difficulties bringing all crops to maturity, owing to severely depleted residual moisture in the soil.
At Dapelgo, a department of Oubritenga, farmers recently were forced to return seeds they had
purchased due to lack of adequate water for sowing and growing the crops. Consequently,
households in these localities are likely to face serious hardship after they have finished
consuming their meager harvests. Because most households in Oubritenga and Kourweogo
depend largely on agriculture for their livelihood, the loss of market gardening income will be
deeply felt. The net cereal production was estimated this year at 68 percent and 76 percent of
needs for Oubritenga and Kourweogo, respectively. Without enough residual moisture for off-
season crop production, some households are likely to become increasingly food insecure
unless assistance -- in the form of food aid or development projects -- is provided to the
neediest during the next five to six months.

3. Food Security Prospects

Satisfactory food security conditions continue to prevail in most parts of the country. Almost
everywhere, farmers have completed their harvests, and there is enough food in the granaries
to meet most needs at the household level. Nevertheless, the lack of residual moisture in the
soil in localities that depend on it to grow supplementary food for the year could result in some
food insecurity problems during the next five to six months, in particular in Oubritenga and
Kourweogo Provinces.

During the coming weeks, FEWS NET will undertake several field trips to verify the state of food
security throughout the country, and in these localities in particular.


