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BURKINA FASO MONTHLY FOOD SECURITY UPDATE: November 25, 2000 
 
Sixteen out of thirty provinces are projected to have poor to very poor harvests this year. 
In addition, many rivers and water points are virtually dry, due to the overall deficit 
rainfall that did not allow enough water to collect.  In light of this situation, the 
government and its partners should encourage all concerned populations to start their 
off-season agricultural activities as early as possible while the residual moisture is 
available.  In some cases, however, helping the populations by digging or rehabilitating 
wells and water catchments is necessary in areas where already there is very little 
water, or none at all, to meet both human and animal needs.   
 
Highlights 
 
Most farmers were busy harvesting their crops between October and November.  As a 
result, basic food commodities continued to be available in most reference markets 
and localities.  In spite of this situation, sources from the AGRHYMET/CILSS Groupe 
de travail pluridisciplinaire (GTP) predict that at least sixteen provinces out of thirty in 
Burkina Faso will have a production level that varies from poor to very poor.  These 
provinces include:  

1) Soum, Oudalan, Seno/Yagha in the Sahel region;  
2) Bam, Sanmantenga and Namentenga in the Center-North region;  
3) Kouritenga in the Center-East region;  
4) Gnagna and Tapoa in the East region;  
5) Sanguie and Boulkiemde in Center-West region;  
6) Mouhoun, Kossi, and Sourou in the Mouhoun region;  
7) Yatenga and Passore in the North region. 

 
In light of this situation, farmers should be encouraged to start as soon as possible 
their off-season agricultural activities while scarce water resources remain available. 
Nevertheless, where water limitations already pose a major constraint, the government 
as well as all development partners should join efforts in digging wells and water 
catchments assisting populations toward a better conservation of available water and 
finding alternative short- and long-term activities and opportunities to diversify 
sources of household incomes.  This is necessary if those populations left without 
adequate harvests and water resources are to be able to cope through the long dry 
period until the next rainy season begins in June 2001.  This is especially critical for 
agro-pastoral groups who count on sufficient water to sustain their animals and 
livelihoods. 
 
 
1. Food Security Analysis 
 
1.1. Current Food Security Status 
 
1.1.1. Food Availability 
 
Between October and November, most farmers were busy harvesting their crops.  As a 
result, basic food commodities continued to be available across most reference 
markets and localities.  Nevertheless, there were concerns that food availability could 
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soon become a problem, especially in localities and provinces where the prospects for 
good harvests appear to be rather slim.  According to the inter-ministerial committee 
in charge of monitoring the growing season (the AGRHYMET/CILSS Groupe de Travail 
Pluridisciplinaire, or GTP), at least 16 provinces could face this year serious difficulties 
in meeting their food consumption needs, unless additional supplies are secured from 
local transfers or imports from the neighboring countries.  Two factors in particular 
may hinder the usual role of the market in transferring cereals between different areas 
of the country: First, very poor road conditions in the deficit production zones raises 
the cost of delivery to households whose purchasing power has been weakened by 
poor harvests; such uncertain marketing prospects will interest fewer traders.  
Second, neighboring countries have less to export this year.  The harvest in Mali is 
estimated to be only average while the harvest in Niger will be about 3 percent below 
average.   
 
In this regard, provinces that seemed to be of a greatest concern include:  

• 1) Soum, Oudalan, Seno/Yagha in the Sahel region;  
• 2) Bam, Sanmantenga and Namentenga in the Center-North region;  
• 3) Kouritenga in the Center East region;  
• 4) Gnagna and Tapoa in the East region;  
• 5) Sanguie and Boulkiemde in Center West region;  
• 5) Mouhoun, Kossi, and Sourou in the Mouhoun region;  
• 6) Yatenga and Passore in the North region. 

 
By contrast, relatively mediocre harvests are expected in four provinces, Oubritenga, 
Bazega, Ganzourogou, and Gourma, and relatively acceptable harvests are expected in 
nine provinces, Comoe, Poni, Kenedougou, Houet, Bougouriba, Sissili, Nahouri, 
Zoundweogo,and Boulgou.  No good harvest is expected from Kadiogo, primarily an 
urban province.. Consequently, overall, fourteen provinces out of have mediocre to 
acceptable cereal availability in terms of their projected harvest outcome.  On the 
other hand, the situation in the remaining 16 sixteen appear to be precarious, unless 
official harvest estimates not yet published show otherwise.   
 
Thus, on the whole, the national food availability this year will to some extent depend 
on the level of production reached by those thirteen provinces where relatively good 
harvests are being expected.  Fortunately, Burkina Faso will be able to draw upon the 
national food security stocks estimated at 37 metric tons, contingency funds (3.5 
billion CFA francs) to pay for imports as well as on-farm reserves that can be factored 
into the national cereals balance.  
 
As of mid-November, however, the Ministry of Agriculture had not officially released 
any statistics or projected estimates that would enable a thorough overview of the 
situation.  Thus, it would be premature, if not reckless, to draw any further 
conclusions until all production estimates are available.   
 
Nevertheless, a qualitative assessment of sub-national food availability is presented in 
Figure 1, taking into consideration the latest information gathered in the field by the 
GTP. 
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1.1.2. Food Accessibility 
 
Food access conditions during the period of October-November, based on market 
prices, are presented in Figure 2.  Generally, prices of staple cereals, especially millet, 
continued to fluctuate well below average levels computed between 1995 and 1999.  
The only exception was Dori where observed prices increased almost up to the level of 
1995-99 average. This denotes a net increase in millet prices in October 2000 for that 
locality compared to the other reference markets.  Nevertheless, the fact that the 
prices remained no greater than the 1998-99 average suggests that the food access 
conditions continued to be relatively acceptable and satisfactory.  In the other 
reference markets, the prices were well below average.  This probably suggests that 
populations from those localities were much better off than populations in Dori in 
terms of their access to food commodities, all factors equal.  It is worth noting, 
however, that the prices recorded at Dori, Fada N’gourma, and Kaya, respectively were 
somewhat higher compared to 1999.  This suggests that the food access conditions for 

Figure 1. Expected Harvests for 2000 
at the Provincial Level in Burkina Faso 

(Adapted from GTP sources) 
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populations in these localities had slightly degraded compared to 1999 at the same 
period, all factors equal.  In contrast, prices remained lower in the remaining four 
markets, Bobo, Dedougou, Ouahigouya and Ouagadougou, hence suggesting a 
relatively improved situation in terms of food access for consumers there compared to 
1999.   
 
In light of these considerations, it is fair observing that food access conditions 
essentially remained acceptable as of mid-November throughout the country, in spite 
of the slight price increases that were recently observed in October in Dori, Fada 
N’gourma, and Kaya.  Nevertheless, in order to be able to assist populations in case 
prices become prohibitive, the government along with all partners concerned in 
improving the state food security in Burkina Faso need to closely and regularly 
monitor market prices in relation to their impact on food access conditions throughout 
the country. This clearly implies that the government and its partners should continue 
to provide all necessary support to those institutions in charge of price data collection, 
such as SIM, SAP and CT/CCI. Unfortunately, the level of financial support received 
by these institutions during the past two years has proved to be rather declining.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2. Staple Millet Prices across Major Reference Markets in October
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2. National Trends: Off-season activities are already being limited by lack of 
water in several localities 

 
Considering the relatively poor harvests that are expected in several provinces, the 
Ministry of Agriculture has been encouraging farmers to their off-season agricultural 
activities start as early as possible in order to take advantage of available scarce water 
resources before they evaporate away.  Because of that, market gardening activities 
are already under way in some localities, especially in the center and upper north 
regions of the country where the season outcome was considered to be much lower 
compared to the previous seasons.  There is a risk that some of these off-season crops 
might not reach maturity.   
 
Nevertheless, reliable reports from the field suggest that populations in several 
localities may not have enough water soon to drink, let alone carrying out some extra 
activities.  This is in particular the case for most localities in Center north, Sahel, and 
North regions.  In light of this situation, the government, and particularly the Ministry 
of Environment and Water, should quickly envisage steps, such as digging wells to 
assist populations in areas where lack of water is likely soon to become a major 
problem.  In some localities, access to water has become a question of survival more 
than a question of income-generating opportunities.  
 
Admittedly, the government may not by itself meet all these needs.  Nevertheless, if a 
coherent program were developed, people’s needs genuinely expressed and technical 
options assessed, the chances are high that sympathetic donors and concerned NGOs 
would be willing to join in this effort and assist accordingly.  The Government’s 
contingency committee would be a logical venue for airing the various relief options, as 
well as longer-term opportunities to insure stable water supplies.  
 
 
3. Conclusions and Prospects for Food Security  
 
According to a recent publication released by CILSS/AGHRYMET at its November 
meetings in Bamako, Mali, the preliminary cereal production for Burkina Faso was 
estimated at 2.286 million metrics tons.  This would represent about 6% decline in 
production compared to the 1995-99 average (2.432 million metric tons).  Given that, 
problems of food availability are likely to occur in  those areas where crops failed to 
complete their cycle following the abrupt halt of the rainy season in September.   
 
In previous reports, FEWS NET noted that mainly provinces from the Center, Center-
North, Sahel, and parts of the Mouhoun regions are the localities that would be most 
affected.  Farmers there should be encouraged to start their off-season agricultural 
activities as soon as possible while the scarce water resources remain available.  
Nevertheless, in areas where water limitations appears already to be a major 
constraint, the government as well as all concerned donors and development partners 
should join efforts in mitigating this constraint.  For instance, digging wells and 
finding better ways to conserve available water would be one way of assisting the 
populations in this regard.  Providing such assistance indeed is necessary, if those 
populations left without adequate harvests and water resources are to be able to cope 
through the long dry period until the next rainy season begins in June 2001. 


