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Figure1. Current estimated food security 
outcomes, October, 2010   

 
Source: FEWS NET Tanzania 

For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity 
Scale, please see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 

   
Key Messages 

 
• Food security conditions at the national level are satisfactory 

following good harvests from the last production season, 
which exceeded the country’s food requirements by 12 
percent. 

 
• Despite the good food security conditions at the national 

level, areas of concern remain. According to the Rapid 
Vulnerability Assessment (RVA) conducted by the Food 
Security Information Team (FSIT) in August, 1,253,500 people 
will be moderately food insecure from November to March 
throughout the country. Out of this population, 423,500 
people will be highly food insecure from November while 
830,000 will continue accessing their food requirements until 
January. 

 
• The central area of the country (Singida-Dodoma, Sorghum, 

Bulrush, Millet, Sunflower, and Livestock livelihood zone) will 
most likely continue to experience moderate food insecurity 
throughout the outlook period following below-normal 
2009/10 msimu rains which resulted in reduced crop harvests and below-normal household food stocks. 

 
• The Northern and Southern Maasai Pastoral livelihood zones (Longido, Monduli Ngorongoro, Simanjiro, Kiteto, 

Handeni, Siha, Same, and parts of Meatu districts) will most likely experience moderate food insecurity between 
November and March after the depletion of pasture and water for livestock following below-normal forecasted 
October to December rains. 

 
 
Seasonal calendar and critical events timeline 
 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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Most likely food security scenario October 2010 through March 2011 
 

Figure 2. Most likely food security scenario, 
October-December, 2010 

 
Source:  FEWS NET Tanzania 

Figure 3.  Most likely food security scenario, 
January-March, 2011 

 
Source:  FEWS NET Tanzania 

For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity 
Scale, please see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 

The general food security condition at the national level is 
satisfactory following good harvests from the last production 
season, which exceeded the country’s food requirements by 12 
percent. Following these harvests, most households continue to 
meet their food needs from their own production, a situation that 
has reduced market demand and has reduced food prices. All 
markets across the country have continued to receive adequate 
food supplies from surplus producing areas, maintaining food 
availability and improved food access for most households. 
 
Despite adequate supply, the prices of major staple foods (maize, 
rice, and beans) have remained above the five-year average in 
most markests, most likely due to high transportation costs related 
to high fuel prices. In the surplus producing areas, the National 
Food Reserve Agency (NFRA) has continued to purchase cereals to 
replenish its cereal stock and provide income to farmers. Traders 
have also continued to move food across the borders to meet food 
demand in neighboring countries such as the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC), Burundi, Rwanda, Zambia, Kenya, Uganda, and 
Malawi. This situation continues to improve the purchasing power 
of farmers. In the northeastern pastoral areas animal body 
conditions have remained good and terms of trade between 
animals and grains are favorable for pastoralists. 
 
Despite the generally good food security conditions at the national 
level, there are areas of concern in parts of the country where 
poor households continue to have difficulty meeting their basic 
food needs. According to the RVA conducted by FSIT in August, 
1,253,500 people will be moderately food insecure from 
November to March around the country. Out of this population, 
423,500 people will be highly food insecure from November, while 
830,000 will continue to meet their food requirements and employ 
coping strategies until January when their physical stocks and 
other means will be running low. It should be noted that the highly 
food insecure households are distributed throughout the country 
and do not constitute a majority of poor households in any given 
district. The food insecure population is concentrated in the 
central area (Singida-Dodoma, Sorghum, Bulrush, Millet, 
Sunflower, and Livestock livelihood zone), which received below-
normal 2009/10 msimu rains resulting in reduced crop harvests 
and below-normal household food stocks. Poor households in 
these areas have been experiencing moderate food insecurity and this condition will most likely persist through March 
when green harvests are expected. In parts of the Manyara, Arusha, and Kilimanjaro regions, below-normal rains also 
caused below-normal crop harvests, which have contributed to food insecurity. In the Northern and Southern Maasai 
Pastoral livelihood zones (Longido, Monduli Ngorongoro, Simanjiro, Kiteto, Handeni, Siha, Same, and parts of Meatu 
districts) below-normal forecasted rains will most likely result in limited pasture and water availability for livestock. Poor 
households in these areas will most likely experience moderate food insecurity between November 2010 and March 2011 
after the depletion of pasture and water for livestock and the situation will most likely improve after March if masika rains 
start normally.  
 
The Singida-Dodoma, Sorghum, Bulrush, Millet, Sunflower, and Livestock livelihood zone is a dry lowland zone that 
receives 500-600mm of rain per year, which is often enough to grow the zone’s food and cash crops. Households in this 
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zone also depend on livestock as a main source of income where the amount of income earned depends on the number on 
animals, type of animals, and season in which they are sold. Better-off households earn most of their income from selling 
cattle, shoats, and poultry to traders at the village level. Better-off households may also earn portions of their annual 
income from selling cash crops like sesame, groundnuts, and sunflowers. The amount of food produced by poor households 
does not usually sustain them for the entire year. Poor households are therefore reliant upon purchased food through paid 
work in rural areas or nearby towns. Food security and livelihood stability for this zone are largely dependent upon rains.  

Currently this zone is experiencing moderate food insecurity, following below-normal crop harvests, which resulted from 
below normal and unevenly distributed 2009/10 msimu rains. The below-normal crop harvests were intensified by the early 
start of greens consumption following below-normal food stocks from the 2009 msimu harvests. This has triggered 
excessive selling of livestock and employing adverse coping strategies to meet household food requirements. 

Between October and December this livelihood zone will most likely continue to experience below-normal food stocks 
leading to an earlier depletion of household food stocks and leaving many households to purchase food from markets 
earlier than normal. Increased food demands in markets will most likely increase food prices and constrain the ability of 
poor households to access food during this period. If the FSIT recommended food intervention of free food aid and 
subsidised grains distribution to the food insecure population is timely, food prices will stabilize and the targeted 
population will be able to access food. However, if food aid distribution is delayed, poor households will have trouble 
accessing food. Dietary diversity and the quantity of food consumed will be negatively affected, leading to increased levels 
of malnutrition manifested by a reduction in weight, especially in children and mothers in poor households. Increased food 
prices will also increase household expenditure on food, making it difficult for many poor households to meet other non-
food needs.  
 
Between January and March 2011 the below-normal forecasted October-December 2010 rains will delay the start of the 
msimu season and thus delay land preparation and planting activities, which normally provide agricultural labor 
opportunities for poor casual labor-dependent households. As a result, poor households will not earn adequate income to 
meet food and non-food requirements. Lack of agricultural casual labor opportunities will force many households to pursue 
charcoal making and firewood sales that will increase charcoal and firewood supplies and reduce their prices thus reducing 
incomes of poor households involved in these sales. This will trigger employment of other negative coping strategies such 
as disposing of productive assets like chicken, goats, and land, which will affect future production and  food security. 
However, if rains perform well after December, agricultural activities will resume and provide agricultural labor 
opportunities and thus income for the poor leading to an improvement in food security conditions. 
 
Throughout the outlook period, the better-off and middle-income households will be able to meet their basic food needs 
through sales of shoats and poultry. Poor households will be obliged to rely on charcoal sales, firewood sales, and some will 
migrate to other livelihood zones and urban centers for casual labor. These coping mechanisms will not be adequate to 
enable poor households to meet their food needs. Poor households will therefore continue to have difficulty meeting food 
and non-food requirements while exhausting coping strategies, requiring assistance from relatives and the government. 
Dietary diversity and quantity of food consumed will be negatively affected resulting in increased malnutrition levels. 
Between November and February, the government and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) will most likely provide 
free food to those most in need or food at subsidized prices for those who cannot buy at market prices. Other forms of 
assistance could be school feeding, cash, or vouchers. If the government will enforce laws to restrict charcoal and firewood 
making, the income earning options for poor households will be affected and their food access will be limited further. In 
addition, if a Newcastle Disease outbreak in poultry occurs, it will affect household income and reduce the purchasing 
power of many households. This will most likely worsen the current food security conditions, though the overall food 
security outcome will remain moderately food insecure.  
 
Households in the Northern and Southern Maasai Pastoral livelihood zones (Longido, Monduli Ngorongoro, Simanjiro, 
Kiteto, Handeni, Siha, Same, and parts of Meatu districts) depend on livestock (mainly shoats) and livestock product sales 
to earn income to purchase food and non-food items. These livelihood zones experienced the failure of vuli and masika 
seasons from 2007-2009, which resulted in increased animal deaths (mainly lactating and pregnant animals) due to a lack of 
adequate pasture and water. The 2009 vuli and 2009/10 masika rainy seasons provided adequate soil moisture for pasture 
growth and improved water availability for animals. This improved the animal body conditions and thus terms of trade and 
productivity. However, despite the recent improvement, the pastoral conditions have not fully recovered from the 2007-
2009 failed seasons as pastoralists are still rebuilding their stocks and one season has not been enough to bring pastures 
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back to their normative state. Households in this zone continue to meet their basic food needs and other expenditures 
through income from livestock. 
 
Although the current food security conditions are generally good in these zones, below-normal vuli rains have been 
forecast, which will most likely lead to deteriorating pasture and water conditions for livestock, causing food security 
conditions to worsen from November to March. The below-normal vuli rains will limit pasture and water availability for 
livestock and cause animal body conditions to deteriorate. This will cause the terms of trade between animals and grains to 
decline and will reduce milk intake, income from milk, and animal sales. This will then affect the ability of poor households 
to access grains and will negatively affect the dietary diversity of poor households, increasing the levels of malnutrion. The 
poor pasture conditions and water availability will also cause abnormal migrations of livestock, a situation that may lead to 
increased conflicts between pastoralists and crop farmers and may increase vulnerability to diseases for livestock. The 
below-normal vuli rains will also affect crop growth in the agropastoral households, which will lead to reduced harvests and 
limited household cereal stocks. Reduced harvests and limited stocks will lead to increased market purchases, which will 
increase demand and food prices and constrain household purchasing power of food and non-food items. 
 
The better-off and middle-income households will meet their food needs through sales of shoats, which are not normally 
affected by drought, throughout the outlook period. Between November and March, poor households will depend on paid 
work for wealthier households since they will not earn enough income from milk and livestock sales. They will most likely 
require food assistance from the government and NGOs. Due to limited dietary diversity, and low purchasing power, poor 
households will have trouble meeting food and non-food needs leaving them moderately food insecure. The government 
and other organisations will most likely provide food assistance to be distributed freely to the destute populations or sold at 
subsidized prices for those who cannot buy at market prices. This food assistance will most probably be lower than that of 
last year’s food assistance requirement.  
 
Table 1: Less likely events over the next six months that could change the above scenarios 
 

Area Event Impact on food security outcomes 
Northern and Southern 
Maasai Pastoral livelihood 
zones (Longido, Monduli 
Ngorongoro, Simanjiro, 
Kiteto, Handeni, Siha, Same 
and parts of Meatu districts) 

Political instability in neighboring 
countries. 
 
 
 

If political instability occurs in the neighboring 
countries it will most likely affect the livestock 
market and cause terms of trade between animals 
and grains to decline. 
 
 

Singida-Dodoma, Sorghum, 
Bulrush, Millet, Sunflower, 
and Livestock livelihood 
zone   

Poultry Newcastle Disease 
outbreak. 
 
 
 

If the Newcastle Disease outbreak will occur and kill 
poultry, it will affect the coping strategies employed 
by many poor households, in turn affecting their 
purchasing power for food. 
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