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TANZANIA Food Security Update  June 2010 
 
• The food security situation at the national level has continued to 

improve following increased food stocks from the ongoing msimu 
harvests in unimodal areas.  Improved access through casual labor 
opportunities from the ongoing agricultural labor opportunities in 
both unimodal and bimodal areas has also contributed to food 
security improvements.  However, there are still areas of concern 
such as the Northern and Southern Maasai Pastoral livelihood zones, 
where poor households are still experiencing food insecurity.  
 

• The lowlands of the north-eastern bimodal area (Same and Hai 
districts in the Kilimanjaro region) and the northern coast (Tanga and 
Coast regions), where farmers planted late due to delayed masika 
rains, are currently experiencing reduced rains.  If the situation 
continues, it will most likely affect the maturity of the masika crops 
and subsequent food production. 
 

• All markets across the country continue to receive adequate food 
supplies from surplus-producing areas and the prices of major staple 
foods (maize, rice, and beans) continue to decline in most markets.  

 
 
Seasonal calendar and critical events  
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Food security overview 
The general food security situation at the national level has continued to improve.  Msimu harvests that started in May in 
unimodal areas are ongoing.  These harvests have continued to increase food availability leading to a reduction in food 
prices, a subsequent reduction in household dependence on markets, and an improvement in household access to food.  If 
masika crops in bimodal areas also reach maturity, food availability will most likely improve further.  Given the recent lifting 
of the ban on exporting cereals, it is important to note that it is possible for some of the surplus production from the 
southern highlands in Tanzania to be exported to neighboring countries such as the Democratic Republic of Congo, Malawi, 

Figure 1. Current estimated food security 
conditions, June 2010  
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Burundi, and Zambia.  The ongoing msimu harvests in unimodal areas and masika agricultural activities in bimodal areas 
also have continued to improve incomes of casual labor-dependent households through provision of agricultural labor 
opportunities.  This will most likely continue until August in unimodal areas when the msimu harvest ends, and September 
in bimodal areas when masika harvests normally end.  However, parts of the Northern and Southern Maasai Pastoral 
livelihood zones (Simanjiro, Kiteto, Longido, Monduli, and Ngorongoro districts), the Singida-Dodoma Sorghum, Bulrush 
Millet, Sunflower, and Livestock livelihood zone, and the Kagera region of the Kagera-Kigoma-Mara Banana, Coffee, and 
Beans livelihood zone continue to experience food insecurity (Figure 2). 
   
Poor pastoral households in the Northern and Southern Maasai Pastoral livelihood zones (Simanjiro, Kiteto, Longido, 
Monduli, and Ngorongoro districts) have continued to experience 
difficulties in meeting their food requirements.  These livelihood zones 
experienced extended draught following the consecutive failure of the 
2007-2009 vuli and masika seasons which led to the death of mainly the 
pregnant and lactating animals.  This led to reduced milk production and 
limited the availablity of animals for sale, affecting both incomes and 
household protein sources.  The 2009/2010 vuli and 2010 masika rains 
replenished water sources and improved pastures which have continued 
to maintain good animal body conditions.  However, in poor households 
the availablity of animals for sale is still limited, and milk production is 
still low, continuing to constrain their ability to access food.  Even 
though vuli harvests have improved food availability, grain prices have 
remained above the five-year average and the incomes of poor 
households are still limited.  Furthermore, there is a likelihood of 
reduced crop production in parts of the northern and northeastern 
bimodal areas where most of the masika crop was planted late due to a 
delayed start of masika rains.  Masika rains have been reported to 
decline and if masika crops do not reach maturity due to moisture 
stress, crop production in the adjacent zones will most likely be below 
normal.  This situation will most likely trigger the importation of food 
from more distant zones, increasing transportation costs and 
subsequently increasing food prices, which will continue to constrain the 
ability of poor pastoral households to access food. 
 
In the central region, the Singida, Dodoma, Sorghum, Bulrush, Millet, Sunflower, and Livestock livelihood zone, food 
security has improved slightly following msimu harvests which have improved household food stocks and reduced market 
dependence.  However, msimu harvests in this zone are expected to be below normal due to poor performance of 
2009/2010 msimu rains and the early consumption of greens following early depletion of food stocks from the 2008/2009 
msimu season.  It is most likely that many households will start to source food from markets earlier than normal, increasing 
food demand and increasing prices, which are also likely to be influenced by high transportation costs.  The income from 
agricultural labor continues to be limited due to reduced agricultural activities.  Household food stocks are expected to be 
depleted ealier than normal and poor households will most likely face difficulties in accessing food, turning to coping 
strategies which will most likely deplete household resources earlier than normal.  Additionally, the hunger season, which 
normally starts in November, will most likely start ealier than normal in this zone. 
  
In the Kagera region of the Kagera-Kigoma-Mara Banana, Coffee, and Beans livelihood zone, poor households continue to 
experience limited food availability and incomes due to the continued spread of crop diseases and pests.  Bananas, which 
are the main staple in the region, have continued to suffer from the continuous spread of diseases and pests (Banana 
Xanthomonas Wilt, Panama, Banana weevil, etc.) reducing the supply and thus causing prices to increase.  Cassava, which is 
an alternative and buffer crop, has also been affected by Cassava Mosaic Disease (CMD), reducing production and limiting 
food availability for many households in this zone.  The small scale farmers who depend on the crops for food and income 
are experiencing difficulties in meeting their food and non-food requirements as the casual labor opportunities, especially 
on coffee farms, are also limited.  Bean production in this region was affected by the above normal 2009/2010 vuli and 
2010 masika rains, reducing production, limiting availability, and limiting intake of an important source of protein.  Many 
households have therefore continued to depend on cereal consumption, which has increased demand and prices.  Since the 

Figure 2. Food insecure livelihood zones in 
Tanzania 

 
Selected Livelihood Zones

Southern Maasai Pastoralist

Northern Maasai Pastoralist

Kagera-Kigoma-Mara Banana, Coffee, and Beans

Bagamoyo-Kibaha Midland Cassava, Cashew, and Maize

Singida-Dodoma Sorghum, B/Millet, Sunflower, and Livestock 
Source: FEWS NET 
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zone is a deficit cereal producer, cereals have to be imported from outside of the zone, and the transportation costs have 
continued to remain high due to high fuel prices.  As crop diseases and pests continue to spread further, more banana and 
cassava fields are likely to be affected and will most likely trigger more households to depend on markets and cause food 
prices to abnormally increase.  Coffee harvesting that has started, and marketing that is expected to begin within this 
month, will most likely provide only a slight improvement in income due to poor coffee prices. 
 
 
Seasonal progress 
Msimu rains in unimodal areas have ceased, allowing drying and harvesting of msimu crops and facilitating road 
improvements for food transportation and distribution to markets.  This process will most likely increase market food 
supplies, reduce transportation costs, reduce food prices, and improve household purchasing power.  Generally good 
production is expected following the good performance of the msimu rains in most parts of unimodal areas, with the 
exception of the central region, Singida-Dodoma Sorghum Bulrush Millet, Sunflower, and Livestock Livelihood Zone, 
where below-normal harvests are expected due to poor performance of the 2009/2010 msimu season.  The status of the 
overall food production will be provided by the ongoing crop production assessment conducted by the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Cooperatives (MAFC). 
 
Over most bimodal areas, crops (mainly maize, rice, and beans) are generally progressing well and their growth is ranging 
from vegetative to the wax-ripe stage.  However, in the lowlands of the northeastern bimodal areas (Same and Hai districts 
in the Kilimanjaro region) and parts of the northern coast (Tanga and Coast regions) where farmers planted late due to 
delayed masika rains, field reports indicate that these areas are currently experiencing reduced rains.  If the conditions 
continue, it will most likely affect the maturity of the masika crops and affect food production.  Generally masika is the 
main season in these areas and its failure would most likely cause many households to turn to markets ealier than normal, 
triggering increased food prices and an earlier start to the hunger season.  Over the Lake Victoria zone, cotton picking is 
ongoing and is providing more agricultural labor opportunities for casual labor-dependent households, and the start of 
cotton and coffee marketing seasons will most likely improve incomes of both farmers and casual labor-dependent 
households. 
 
Pasture and water availability for livestock are adequate across the country and have continued to maintain the improved 
animal body conditions and milk production for agro-pastoral households.  Milk production provides income and serves as 
an important part of the diet and is a source of protein for agro-pastoral households.  Hydroelectric power generation also 
has been maintained due to adequate water levels in dams.  Hydroelectric power generation is important for industrial 
operations which provide labor opportunities for many casual labor-dependent households, especially in urban areas.  
  
 
Markets and trade 
All markets across the country continue to receive adequate food supplies from surplus producing areas.  Due to increased 
food supplies from the ongoing msimu harvests in unimodal areas, the prices of the major staples of maize, rice, and beans 
continue to decline in most markets across the country, resulting in reduced market dependence.  As msimu harvests pick 
up in unimodal areas, food prices will most likely decline further.  Despite these food price declines, food prices have 
remained above the five-year averages in most markets due to high transportation costs resulting from high fuel prices.  
 
Between April and May, maize prices have continued to decline in most markets across the country, though they still 
remain above the five-year average.  During this period, significant price declines were recorded in the regional markets of 
Lindi (34 percent), Kigoma (33 percent), Iringa (29 percent), Tabora (28 percent), Mbeya (25 percent), and Singida (18 
percent).  Rice prices in most markets have also exhibited a declining trend, yet all remained above the five-year average 
price with the exception of the Mwanza market and a few other areas.  More significant price declines were recorded in 
Mwanza (38 percent), Lindi (13 percent), Dodoma (11 percent), and Mtwara and Musoma (10 percent).  The decline in rice 
prices is attributed to increased household food availability resulting from the ongoing msimu harvests in unimodal areas.  
Bean prices exhibited a mixed trend where prices have declinined in some markets and increased in most others.  
Significant price declines were recorded in the regions of Iringa (14 percent), Dodoma (9 percent), and Arusha (8 percent).  
In markets where prices increased, significant price increases were recorded in the regions of Sumbawanga (42 percent) 
and Kigoma (21 percent).  This is most likely due to the cross border outflows to neighboring countries after the 
government’s decision to lift the cereal export ban in April of this year. 


