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 Poor 2010/11 vuli season performance raises concern 

Figure 1. Most likely food security outcomes, 
November-December 2010   

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 
Figure 2. Most likely food security outcomes, 
January-March 2011   

 
Source: FEWS NET 

For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity 
Severity Scale, please see: 
www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 

Key Messages 
 
• Food security conditions at the national level are generally 

satisfactory with adequate food availability in markets across the 
country. However, food prices are increasing and constraining food 
accessibility for low-income market-dependant households. 
 

• The lean season started in October across the country and will 
extend through December in bimodal areas and through March in 
unimodal areas. Food stocks in many households are low and more 
households will be turning to the market to source their food which 
will lead to an increase in prices.  
 

• Vuli rains in most parts of bimodal areas have been delayed. The 
rains have also been erratic in some parts rendering them 
inadequate to support crop growth. The below-normal vuli rains 
have hampered the availability of vegetables, which are normally 
available around this time of the season, reduced casual labor 
opportunities, and decreased crop production prospects. 
 

• Poor households in the Dodoma region within the Singida-Dodoma, 
Sorghum, Bulrush, Millet, Sunflower, and Livestock livelihood zone 
will most likely continue to experience moderate food insecurity 
through January due to limited household food stocks resulting 
from the previous below-normal msimu harvest. 

 
• The rangelands in the Northern and Southern Maasai Pastoral 

livelihood zones will continue to deteriorate triggering abnormal 
livestock migration for both northern and southern pastoralists.   

 
 
Most likely food security scenario through March 2011 
 
Food security conditions at the national level have remained 
satisfactory following good harvests from the last production season, 
which exceeded the country’s food requirements by 12 percent. 
Following these harvests, all markets across the country continue to be 
well supplied with food. However, the lean season, which started in 
October and will extend through December in bimodal rainfall regime 
areas and through March in unimodal rainfall areas, started at the 
typical time due to dwindling food stocks in many farmer households. 
The impact of the lean season will be exacerbated by the early depletion of non-cereal food commodities (bananas, 
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potatoes, yams, pumpkins, etc.) which are highly perishable and not easily stored. As a result, many households are already 
turning to the market to source their food requirements and will be doing so in greater numbers as the lean season 
progresses. This increasing market demand has already resulted in the increase in food prices in the markets. Although this 
year’s production was above the national requirement, the prices of major staple foods (maize, rice, and beans) have 
remained above the five-year average in most markets due to the high transportation costs of moving food commodities 
from surplus producing areas to markets where the demand is higher. High fuel prices have also added to the costliness of 
transportation and the associated commodities. Prices are expected to stay above the five-year average until the msimu 
and masika crop harvests, which start in May and July. 
 

Figure  3: Rainfall Outlook for October 
to December 2010 

 

Source: FEWS NET 

Vuli rains in most parts of bimodal areas have been delayed and have been 
erratic in some parts rendering the rains inadequate to support crop growth. 
The poor performance of vuli rains have negatively impacted vuli crop 
planting activities, necessitating replanting in some parts where the first 
planted crops dried up (such as bean crops in the Kagera region) and 
delaying planting in areas such as Arusha, Kilimanjaro, and the coast. The vuli 
season typically contributes 30 percent of the total crop production in 
bimodal areas and harvests are typically expected in January. The vuli season 
is also important for perennial crop production (mainly coffee, bananas, and 
other fruits) and recharging water points for domestic animals, fish farming, 
irrigation schemes, and power generation. September to December rains 
were forecasted to be below-normal in bimodal areas and forecasted to be 
late in the central parts of unimodal areas (Figure 3). This has been 
attributed to La Nina effects that normally cause below-normal rains due to 
low sea surface temperatures. However, even where the forecast indicated 
normal to above-normal rains, such as in the Lake Victoria basin, the amount 
and distribution has not been favorable for crop growth thus far. The vuli 
rains, which normally start at the end of September, have hampered the 
availability of vegetables for farming households, thus reducing dietary 
diversity and household incomes from vegetable sales. It is most likely that the vuli season harvests will be below-normal in 
most parts of the bimodal areas. Even if the vuli rains resume, crop maturity and drying will coincide with masika rains and 
will rot as a result. Vuli crops will also interrupt masika land preparation and crop planting.  
 
Following the below-normal vuli rains, pastures in the rangelands have continued to deteriorate and livestock productivity 
has remained low. The vuli rains were expected to facilitate the rejuvenation of pastures and improve animal body 
conditions, thus increasing milk availability for pastoral households. The rains were also expected to facilitate planting of 
short maturing crops (potatoes, maize, and beans), vegetables, and cassava. Vuli rains also stimulate the flowering of 
perennial crops. The delays of the start of vuli rains and the general poor performance of the season so far have negatively 
impacted planting and the development of perennial crops. The resulting limited agricultural activities have limited the 
availability of agricultural labor opportunities thus reducing incomes for casual labor-dependent households. The delay has 
reduced the prospects for January crop harvests that replenish food stocks in households and markets. The January crop 
harvest typically results in improved access, dietary diversity, and a reduced number of market-dependent households. 
 
Reduced vuli harvests will result in the deterioration of food security conditions that will culminate in an increased food 
insecure population between January and March 2011. The September rapid vulnerability assessment (RVA) conducted by 
the Food Security Information Team (FSIT) established that 423,500 people in 19 districts in 12 regions were moderately 
food insecure and that access to food for 830,000 people was likely to remain adequate until January 2011 when their 
physical stocks would then run low. Due to the likelihood of a poor vuli harvest, the recovery of the 423,000 food insecure 
people is not anticipated and the 830,000 people will most likely become moderately food insecure. Continued price 
increases are likely to push people who are currently categorized under no acute food insecurity to moderately food 
insecure and those who are under moderate food insecurity to highly food insecure, thus increasing the number of the food 
insecure population in the country. FSIT will conduct an RVA in February to establish the number of food insecure people 
and their food needs after January 2011.  

 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network  
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The Singida-Dodoma, Sorghum, Bulrush, Millet, Sunflower, and Livestock livelihood zone, which received below-normal 
2009/10 msimu rains, experienced a reduction in crop harvests which led to below-normal household food stocks. Poor 
households in these areas have been experiencing moderate food insecurity and this condition will most likely persist 
through March when green harvests are expected. Continued food price increases in markets are coinciding with the 
depletion of poultry stocks at the household level, a typical coping mechanism that has been providing many households 
with income for purchasing food. The FSIT recommended food interventions of free food aid and subsidised grain 
distribution to the food insecure population between November and December, though it is likely that a food distribution 
intervention will be delayed following changes in government that are taking place after the national election. Dietary 
diversity and the quantity of food consumed will be negatively affected by the delay, leading to increased levels of 
malnutrition manifested by a reduction in weight, especially in children and mothers in poor households. Increased food 
prices will increase household expenditure on food in many households, making it difficult for many poor households to 
meet other non-food needs.  
 
Pastures in pastoral and agropastoral areas mainly in the northern and northeastern parts of the country have not 
rejuvenated. These pasture conditions are delaying the improvement of milk production and animal productivity. Depleted 
rangelands and inadequate water for livestock will lead to the deterioration of livestock body conditions, thus reducing 
livestock prices, and creating unfavorable terms of trade between cereals and livestock. If the current drought prolongs in 
the Northern Masaai Pastoral livelihood zone (Longido, Monduli Ngorongoro, Siha, Same, and parts of Meatu districts) it 
will trigger abnormal livestock migration and thus limit milk availability and consumption in pastoral households. 
Movement of livestock could also cause conflicts between pastoralists and farmers. Below-normal vuli rains will interfere 
with the typical movement patterns of pastoralists in the Southern Maasai Pastoral livelihood zone (Simanjiro, Kiteto, and 
Handeni districts) who normally migrate to the north during the vuli season, thus also adding to the possibility for conflict.  
 
Vuli rains in the Kagera, Mara, Kigoma, Kilimanjaro, Meru and Usambara-Pare Mountains Banana, Coffee, and Beans 
livelihood zone and the Tanga Maize, Oranges, and Jackfruit Midland livelihood zone contribute significantly to the total 
annual crop production of maize and beans and facilitate the flowering and development of perenial crops (bananas, 
coffee, and other fruits). Inadequate vuli rains will lead to reduced food and cash crop production prospects for next year 
and will reduce income from casual labor opportunities.   
 
For crop farmers in the Loliondo Midland Maize, Beans, and Livestock livelihood zone, Handeni-Bagamoyo Maize Cassava 
and Fruit Midland livelihood zone, and the Mwanza, Shinyanga, Mara Cotton, Livestock, Cassava, and Maize livelihood 
zone, below-normal rains will limit agricultural operations and limit the prospects for January harvests, reducing incomes 
for casual labor-dependent households and increasing the number of food insecure households. Below-normal rains will 
also result in poor crop production and thus reduce farmer incomes from crop sales and availability of own-produced food 
at the household level. 
 
 
Seasonal calendar and critical events timeline 
 

 
                                         Source: FEWS NET 
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