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Summary and implications 
National food security conditions remain favorable.  Prices have decreased to 
average levels from the high prices of the last season, enabling access to food by 
poor market-dependent households.  However, poor households in Kagera Region 
continue facing food insecurity due to decreased banana and cassava production, 
high local maize prices and high transportation costs. 

Heavy rains continue across the country, enabling planting activities and crop 
growth during December and indicating good prospects for upcoming harvests.  The rains also improved pasture 
conditions in major pastoral areas.  This is likely to increase milk production and animal calving rates and facilitate 
recovery from the impacts of the severe drought in 2005/06 that caused the death of many animals. 

However, the above-normal rains have caused localized floods over some parts of Nzega, Kishapu, Shinyanga Rural, 
Mwanza and Tanga districts.  The floods cut off roads, caused temporary displacement of people and caused property 
damage, including the loss of affected households’ food stocks.  Floods are likely to increase transportation costs and 
delay the movement of goods. 

Seasonal calendar 

Timeline of critical events Tanzania rainfall regimes 

Current hazard summary 
 Flooding in parts of Tabora and Shinyanga regions destroyed irrigation intakes and canals and will likely affect 

irrigated crop production. 
 Heavy rains in much of the country may destroy road and railway infrastructure and lead to increased transportation 

costs and delays in the movement of goods. 
 Temporary ponds resulting from recent heavy rains are likely to increase breeding grounds for malaria-carrying 

mosquitoes. 
 Strong winds in October that felled bananas prematurely have exacerbated the impact of BBW to further decrease 

banana production in Kagera Region, threatening an important source of regional food and income. 

Food availability and access 
Food is widely available in many markets.  In November, private traders held food stocks of 100,956 MT of maize, 
32,473 MT of rice, 60,473 MT of wheat, 60,623 MT of sorghum and 8,211 MT of pulses.  This level of food stocks is 
sufficient to ensure adequate national availability through the next harvest.  However, localized floods displaced people 
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and destroyed household property, and will affect the local populations’ food security.  The number of people affected and 
the extent of potential food shortages will be determined by a rapid vulnerability assessment (RVA) in February. 

With the exception of Kagera region, prices of maize – the staple food for most households – have been declining from 
their peak in May 2006 across the country.  November maize prices were approximately the same as in November 2005, 
and only moderately higher than the five-year average price (see Figure 1). 

Figure 1: Maize prices, compared between Nov 2006, 
Jul 2006, Nov 2005, and the Nov 2000-2005 average 
(in shillings per 100 kg) 

Source: Ministry of Industries, Marketing and Trade 

The decrease in maize prices is benefiting poor market-
dependant households by increasing their access to food.  
However, low prices of maize are impacting the incomes of 
petty traders.  These traders normally purchase maize at the 
peak harvest time when prices are low, stock the grain and 
then resell at the beginning of the following season when 
supply is low and prices are high.  Prices at the beginning of 
the harvest in July 2006 were higher than current prices 
(Figure 1), indicating that petty traders are selling their stocks 
at a loss.  Additionally, low maize prices are worsening 
producers’ terms of trade for agricultural farm inputs and 
labor, which will likely decrease farmers’ input use and lead to 
production levels that are less than optimal. 

Kagera Region continues to face insufficient availability of 
bananas, the staple food crop of the region.  Heavy winds 
felled banana trees, compounding the effects of a severe 
drought last season and the presence of BBW.  The insufficient 
supply is increasing demand for and raising the prices of other 
foods such as maize above average levels (see Bukoba prices 
in Figure 1).  However, recent heavy rains are expected to lead 

to a good vuli harvest of potatoes, beans, peas and green maize in Kagera, thereby improving food availability.  
Additionally, as the vuli harvest begins, prices of maize are likely to decline, improving the access of market-dependent 
households. 

Seasonal weather progress and outlook 
Rainfall has been above normal in both unimodal and bimodal areas of Tanzania since the beginning of the vuli rainy 
season in October and the msimu rainy season in November (Figure 2).  This level of rainfall indicates good prospects for 
both the msimu and vuli harvests. 

Heavy rains favor the production of paddy in central regions (Shinyanga, Singida and Dodoma), eastern regions (Tabora, 
Kigoma and Mpanda), Lake Victoria basin (Mwanza and Mara) and eastern coastal areas (Pwani, Morogoro, Tanga and 
Mtwara).  This is the first season in four years that coastal areas will have received sufficient vuli rains for crop growth 
and will not have to rely on masika-season crops alone.  Most parts of the unimodal central regions have not received 
adequate msimu rains for five consecutive years and have become chronically food insecure as a result.  The good rains 
received in these areas are likely to increase food availability and incomes. 

Water levels in dams, rivers and lakes have improved significantly in the northeast and in many unimodal areas.  This 
increase will improve hydropower generation and the availability of fishing activities, restoring the availability of wage 
labor activities. 

The heavy rains also caused flooding in some parts of Nzega district of Tabora region and in Kishapu in Shinyanga Rural 
district of Shinyanga region, which destroyed roads and property and displaced people.  The local authorities and local 
non-governmental organizations are assisting the displaced persons in the affected areas. The number of people displaced, 
amount of property destroyed and the impact on the food security of the affected people will be determined by a RVA in 
February.  The flooding in lowlands and areas where drainage is poor is also likely to form temporary ponds that will 
increase the breeding grounds for malaria-carrying mosquitoes.  People should be advised to shift from lowlands and river 
bank areas that are prone to floods. 
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Figure 2: Rainfall estimate, October 1, 2006 to January 24, 2007 
Total precipitation, mm Percent of normal precipitation 

Source: NOAA 

Crop development and agricultural activities 
Soil moisture replenishment has encouraged farmers in unimodal rainfall areas to continue planting.  The increased rains 
and high temperatures have led to early planting, and good crop production is likely in unimodal areas, with the exception 
of parts of Dodoma where rainfall has not intensified and planting has been slow.  Adequate soil moisture in most bimodal 
areas was also beneficial to crop growth.  However, excess soil moisture in some areas of Ngorongoro, Loliondo and 
Handeni districts prevented the use of land tilling machinery such as tractors and delayed the planting activity, which has 
reduced the yield potential of crops in these areas. 

All areas with moisture deficits at the beginning of the vuli season, such as the Lake Victoria basin and Kigoma, 
recovered during November, and planting activities have increased.  The improved soil moisture conditions have led to a 
good general crop situation in bimodal rainfall areas, and most crops are at the vegetative stage.  However, excessive rains 
in Kagera are preventing adequate drying of the bean crop, the main source of protein for many households in the area. 

In the Lake Victoria basin, northern coast and northeastern highlands bimodal rainfall areas, the maize crop was between 
the vegetative and tasseling stages in December.  In areas where the vuli rains started earlier, such as Rombo and Arumeru 
districts, the maize crop was between the tasseling and milking stages.  Bean crops intercropped with maize were between 
podding and maturity, depending on the bean variety and location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


