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SUMMARY AND IMPLICATIONS 

The food security situation remains satisfactory.  However, poor rainfall in 2004/05 has affected 
crop and livestock conditions in the north coast and northern highlands, reducing the ability of about 
254,000 persons to support themselves through the next harvest.  Ongoing msimu and masika 
rainfall seasons are characterized by erratic performance, threatening crop development in western, 
central southern and coastal areas.  Red locust swarms escaped control operations in Iku-Katavi but 
are likely to be brought under control by ongoing activities.  Maize prices increased on several 
markets, but not enough to raise major concerns, because on all monitored markets, prices remained 
far below last year’s.  

SEASONAL CALENDAR 

Timeline of critical events Tanzania rainfall regimes 

FSIT recommended Masika season harvesting, 
Bimodal subsidized maize initially of unripe green crops 
rainfall distribution
areas 

Masika rains Vuli rains 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Msimu rains Msimu rains 
Unimodal Dry spell continuing began 
rainfall 
areas Staggered harvesting, beginning in central 

regions ending in Southern Highlands 
* The recommended maize is not released yet. 

* 

CURRENT HAZARDS 
 Below normal rainfall was observed across the country, except in parts of Tabora Region, the north of Singida Region, 

Shinyanga Region, Kilimanjaro Region and parts of Arusha and Manyara regions.  Flooding occurred in the northern 
highlands. 

 Terms of trade between livestock and grain are worse this year compared to last year in Ngorongoro District. 

FOOD SECURITY SUMMARY 

Food availability and access remained satisfactory across much of the country.  However, last month, FSIT established that about 
254,000 persons in 13 districts in the north coast and northern highlands (Figure 1) will face difficulties feeding themselves in April 
and May.  There are reports also that an undetermined number of people are vulnerable to food insecurity in isolated locations, 
mainly in the Shinyanga, Singida, Dodoma, Morogoro and Iringa regions.  

Last month, the Food Security Information Team (FSIT) conducted a Rapid Vulnerability Assessment (RVA) in 24 districts in the 
regions of Arusha, Kilimanjaro, Manyara and Tanga to determine the impact of the poor vuli rains on crops and food security 
conditions.  In normal years, agriculturalists depend on their own food production to meet most of their needs, which they 
supplement with food purchased from markets when affordable.  The RVA found out that because in the 13 districts the 2003/04 
cropping season rainfall was poor and production was low, most households exhausted their retentions before or around February.  
Normally, when a vuli season follows a poor masika season, food-deficit households begin to consume green crops in January until 
crops mature in February and March.  This year (2004/05), the vuli rains failed, causing some households to harvest too little or 
nothing, exacerbating the shortage of their own produced food. The RVA established that markets in most of the districts affected 
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by adverse weather conditions were getting food supplies from other locations, and prices were lower than last year. However, the 
poor households could not afford enough food to meet their needs, having failed to generate enough income from farm and non
farm activities.  

The adverse weather conditions experienced in the northern 
highlands from mid 2004 forced pastoralists mainly in the 
Ngorongoro and Monduli districts to migrate for longer than 
normal periods in search of water and pasture for livestock.  
These migrations prevented household members left in 
traditional settlements from accessing livestock products for 
on farm consumption.  Despite migrating, livestock 
conditions continued to deteriorate, because the dry 
conditions did not spare pasture and water in areas the 
pastoralists moved to, and the situation was aggravated by 
prolonged dry spells and high concentrations of animals 
within small areas.  Following the onset of the masika rains, 
pastoralists returned to their normal settlements, but the 
negative effects of the dry spells are likely to take time to 
normalize.  These effects include livestock emaciation, 
increased mortality, reduced calving and low milk 
production.  The situation has reduced the quantity of 
livestock products for on-farm consumption, compelling 
households to depend increasingly on markets for their food 
needs while, at the same time, income from livestock has 
plummeted, due to the very low prices which emaciated 
animals fetch, and the unavailability of surplus milk for sale.  
These calamities occurred in Ngorongoro district when food 
prices on markets were rising, leading to worse terms of 
trade compared with last year (Figure 2). 

Figure 1: Recommendations for districts assessed in 
March 2005 RVA 

Source: Rapid Vulnerability Assessment, March 2005 

FSIT recommended that the government release approximately 6,100 
MT of maize from the Strategic Grain Reserve (SGR) for sale at a 
subsidized price to the vulnerable persons in the 13 districts in April and 
May, after which masika season harvesting is expected to start.  The 
recommended ration is based on the minimum requirement of 400 grams 
per person per day, which assumes that the vulnerable persons would 
have access to supplementary foods such as vegetables and fruits.  The 
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) is collaborating with other agencies, 
such as MAFS and Ministry of Finance, to process the release of the 
recommended food intervention.  However, even if released now, the 
food is not likely to reach the needy in time due to logistical difficulties, 
compounded by inaccessibility of some villages during the rainy season.  
The vulnerable will continue facing a difficult time through the 
beginning of the next harvest towards the end of next month. 

Apart from the 13 districts in the north coast and northern highlands, 
persons contacted by FEWS NET indicate the presence of food 
insecurity in the regions of Shinyanga, Singida, Dodoma, Morogoro and 
Iringa, following the exhaustion of stocks from the 2003/04 cropping season and limited purchasing power, despite the fact that this 
year food prices on most markets are lower than last year.  
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Figure 2: Ngorongoro District Terms of Trade 

Source: RVA, March 2005 
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SEASONAL PROGRESS 

The masika rains, which fall in the bimodal rainfall areas from March through 
June, started early except in most of Mwanza Region and other few locations in 
Mara, Shinyanga, Arusha, Manyara, Kilimanjaro and Tanga regions, where the 
onset was up to four dekads late (Figure 3).  The rainfall onset encouraged 
planting, which in most locations has been completed for cereals, which are 
now at emergence or early vegetative stages, whereas planting of root crops is 
ongoing.  The start of masika rains improved availability of agricultural labor 
opportunities paid in cash or in kind with food.  This will help poor households 
reduce their food needs gaps. 

Figure 3: Start of Season Anomaly 

Source: USGS 
In its March-May 2005 Climate Outlook for Tanzania, the Tanzania 
Meteorological Agency (TMA) predicted normal to above normal rainfall 
conditions over the northern sector, comprising much of the bimodal rainfall areas.  So far, above normal rainfall has been recorded 
in Arusha, Kilimanjaro and Manyara regions (Figure 4) and in March and April caused flooding.  The floods destroyed roads and 
washed away some field crops. 

Figure 4: Meteosat estimate of current average rainfall vs. 
long term averages 

March 1-31 April 1-10 Legend 

Source: USGS/NOAA 

Seasonal (msimu) rains resumed in March in the 
unimodal rainfall areas but have been characterized by 
varied temporal and spatial distribution.  Until the first 
dekad of April, below normal to much below normal 
rainfall was observed in the southern, coastal, central, 
and western sectors (Figure 4).  This rainfall trend is 
raising concern, because field crops were generally still 
at the tasseling and grain formation stages, requiring a 
sustained and adequate moisture supply, and could not 
recover.  The maize crop in most of Dodoma District was 
thus affected.  Last month crops were reported to be 
recovering from moisture stress that began in 
January/February in parts of the Tabora (western), 
Dodoma (central), Shinyanga (Lake Victoria Basin) and Ruvuma and Mbeya (southern highlands) regions, but if the observed poor 
rainfall continues, with the associated moisture stress it causes, the recent improvements could reverse, consequently lowering 
yields. 

RED LOCUST OUTBREAK 

Based on reports by the Red Locusts Regional Centre in Southern Africa of widespread red locust breeding in Malawi, Botswana 
and Namibia, making their attack on Tanzania inevitable, the Plant Health Services of MAFS in February issued a warning on a 
likely outbreak of these migratory pests towards the end of that month.  MAFS prepared to combat the pests by intensifying 

1 surveillance of the breeding grounds and obtained a helicopter and spraying planes from the Desert Locust Control Organization 
(DLCO) and the International Red Locust Control Organization (IRLCO).  Spraying operations began in March.  The IRLCO 
reported midway through this month that while control operations were ongoing, red locust swarms escaped from the Iku-Katavi 
outbreak area and were sighted in two villages near Katavi and one villages in Mpanda, 36 km away from the Iku-Katavi outbreak 
area.  The MAFS has intensified control operations and has brought much of the infestation under control before locusts can 
damage crops. 

MARKET ANALYSIS 

The March maize average wholesale prices were highest in Moshi at TShs 19,193 per 100 kg and lowest in the southern highlands 
at TShs 8,850 per 100 kg (Figure 5).  The southern highlands normally produce surpluses, which during the last cropping season 
(2003/04) were estimated to contribute a third of the national maize production.  In all the southern highlands regions, as well as the 
neighboring regions of Lindi and Mtwara, last month’s prices were below both last year’s price and the five-year (1999-2002) 
average price for this time of year.  In Dar es Salaam, Morogoro, Singida, Tabora and Tanga markets, last month’s prices were 
lower than last year’s prices but near the five-year average price.  On the rest of markets, March prices were lower than last year 
but much higher than the five-year average.  The lower prices this year reflect good domestic food production last year, which has 
facilitated stable food availability on markets.  Although some households, particularly in locations that have experienced 

1 There are four main locust breeding areas in Tanzania, namely Wembere plains in Tabora and Singida regions, Malagarasi basin 
in Kigoma Region, Bahi swamps in Dodoma Region and Katavi plains in Mpanda District (Rukwa Region). 
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consecutive poor rainfall seasons, are not able to purchase enough food, lower prices have favored most market dependent 
households to access food more easily this year.  

Between February and March, maize prices remained relatively stable 
on most markets except in Moshi (Kilimanjaro region in northern 
highlands), which recorded an 8 percent price drop, and in the 
southern highlands (Songea and Sumbawanga), Central (Singida and 
Dodoma), western (Tabora and Kigoma) and south coast (Mtwara), 
where prices rose between 10 percent and 25 percent.  The maize price 
fall in Moshi is partly attributed to the declining demand for 
informally traded maize in Kenya.  RATIN’s preliminary estimates for 
March show that Kenya’s informal maize imports from Tanzania and 
Uganda were 4,211 MT and 3,413 MT, respectively, 42 percent and 
68 percent less than volumes traded informally in February.  Maize 
price rises in the southern highlands are possibly due to growing maize 
demand in Zambia and Malawi, following poor 2004/05 crop harvests 
caused by unfavorable weather.  The February FEWS NET/WFP 
Informal Cross Border Food Trade In Southern Africa bulletin shows 
that informal maize exports from Tanzania to Malawi increased from 
21 MT in October to 900 MT in February, while the maize volume 
exported from Tanzania to Zambia increased from 441 MT in January 
to 454 MT in February.  Because Mtwara is directly dependent on 
Ruvuma to offset its maize deficits, price rises in Ruvuma (represented 
by Songea market) trigger price escalations in Mtwara.  This 
notwithstanding, the Mtwara prices are always higher than those in 
Songea (for example, by 85 percent last month), despite their physical closeness, due to the very poor condition of the road linking 
the two places.  

Figure 5: Maize average wholesale prices 

Source: Ministry of Cooperatives and Marketing 

While reports from Kigoma attribute maize price rises in the region to informal exports to neighboring Burundi, field sources in 
Dodoma and Singida associate their maize price rises with inter-regional trade with the food deficit northern highlands.  Food 
shortages in Shinyanga Region attract maize from Tabora Region, influencing the observed price increase.  

Despite the observed price trend variations, it is expected that within the coming few months, prices will start falling across the 
country as the new harvest of different crop types begin.  However, a reversal of trend, with prices rising, can be expected earlier 
than usual due to production reductions caused by unfavorable weather and increasing demand in neighboring countries, also 
attributed to poor rainfall performance this season. 
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