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The June – September season crops recovered in many areas, and are now being harvested. Generally, the harvests 
are below average, but typical of a dry year. This year closely compares with 2000 when similar patterns (insecurity, 
displacement and drought) occurred but were more severe. Arguably, many households can be expected to cope 
better in 2005 than they did in 2001. The onset of harvest brings associated improvements in food security during the 
next three months, however scattered pockets of food insecurity are expected due to varied and localized problems 
such as insecurity, displacement, and or below normal flooding. Although flooding in few select areas between 
September and October, has slightly alleviated earlier concerns over fish, wild foods and milk reduction, these 
improvements are localized. Reductions in these food sources will be more evident between November and May, but 
most critical between January and March. Increased prevalence of Foot and Mouth disease (FMD) in parts of Bahr El 
Gazal and Lakes regions since September continue threatening livestock productivity.  
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CURRENT HAZARD SUMMARY 
• Improved rains since August enabled crops to sufficiently recover and reach maturity. The main crops of sorghum and groundnuts are 

now being harvested in the June-September season areas after a one month delay. The harvest will be completed in November.  
• Although flooding has started in some areas, there is still lack of flooding in many parts raising uncertainity over the availabiity of fish, 

wildfoods and milk. Desert date (lalop) and water lily wild plants, rich in calories and widely consumed in four out of seven livelihood 
zones, are most at risk.  

• Reports of continued taxation of populations returning from northern Sudan to Bahr El Gazal and Unity States could discourage other 
potential populations from returning.  

FOOD SECURITY SUMMARY 
Food security has improved significantly following the onset of the main 
sorghum harvest in October. The harvest follows an extended hunger season 
that forced households to increase reliance on wild plants and relief food 
after the delayed and reduced early maize and vegetable harvest caused by 
the June-July dry spell. Apart from increased reliance on wild plants and 
relief food, poor households in the southern parts of the Western Flood 
Plains increasingly sourced grain from Eastern Equatoria, Nile-Sobat and 
Hills and Mountains Zones, while those in the north increased reliance on 
labor and petty trade (sale of tobacco) and emergency loans or assistance 
from their better-off kinsmen. Increased demand for kinship support was 
evident by the operation of the increased occurrence of traditional hunger 
courts.  (See Page 3 for details on the food security situation in all zones.) 
 
The harvest will be completed in November, and many households in all 
zones are expected to be food secure until January, when harvested crops 
will start to run out. Although grains run out at this time of the year, off-
farm food sources such as fish, milk, wild plants and wild game tend to 
compensate most years. However, concerns remain this year over sufficient 
access to these food sources due to below normal flooding. 
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RAINFALL AND VEGETATION (JUNE – SEPTEMBER 2004) 
Figure 1: Percent of Normal Rainfall June 1-October 20, 2004 

 
Source: NOAA; Graphics: FEWS NET Southern Sudan 

Improved rains during August and September helped the main crops of 
sorghum and groundnuts to recover from the June-July dry spell. These 
crops are now being harvested. However, the rains were not sufficient to 
offset deficits accumulated since June (Figure 1). 
 
As mentioned in the September report, the rainfall deficits have had a 
more negative impact on seasonal flooding this year than they have on 
crop production.  Seasonal flooding, which usually occurs between July 
and September, is crucial for supporting production of fish and wild 
foods that most households depend on during the dry season (November 
to May).  Floods can also help replenish pastures, affecting milk yields. 
Localized increases in flooding occurred during September-October, 
decreasing some of the concerns expressed last month over likely 
reductions in availability of and access to these food sources; however 
serious worries remain. 
 
While drastic reductions of flood-dependent food sources is rare, it is 
worrying that, in combination with the rainfall deficits, Lake Victoria, the 
source of the Nile, is currently at its lowest level in over ten years.  The 
most recent comparable year in terms of rainfall is 2000, when higher 
rainfall deficits occurred (Figure 2).  During that year, lower flood levels 
put increased strain on households, but most were able to access close to 
normal quantities of fish and wild foods.  But Lake Victoria’s low levels 
add to the possibility that this year’s flood levels may be even lower than 
2000. Reduced flood levels would also affect water lily wild plant 
production. Water lily contributes as much as 20 percent of annual food 
basket in Nile-Sobat zone. Also, it is important to note that the 
production cycle of desert date (lalop), one of the main wild fruits/nuts, is 
sometimes unpredictable and cannot be depended on to fill the gap 
created by lower water lily yields. 

Figure 2: Percent of Normal Rainfall June 1-October 20, 2000 

 
Source: NOAA; Graphics: FEWS NET Southern Sudan 

Figure 3: Difference in Vegetation  
Conditions between September 20 
and October 20, 2004  

Figure 4: Vegetation Conditions 
as of October 20, 2004 

As shown in Figures 3, vegetation conditions have 
deteriorated significantly since September.  Nevertheless, 
conditions are still favorable compared to the long term 
average (Figure 4). As the dry season progresses, there will 
be a need for increased observation and reporting on 
vegetation and resultant pasture availability in key pasture 
areas. Of priority is the pastoral region of Eastern Equatoria, 
where vegetation conditions have been significantly below 
average this year.  
 
Of particular concern for livestock, the prevalence of foot and 
mouth in Bahr El Gazal and Lakes States has increased since 
September. The latest reports indicate increased calf 
mortality especially in Aweil East and Twic Counties.  
Currently, treatment with antibiotics is being administered 
and is planned to continue until the disease is controlled. 
Herders are also applying traditional treatment methods, such 
as the use of tamarind leaves and fruit to treat mouth ulcers. 
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FOOD AND LIVELIHOOD SITUATION – SUMMARY BY ZONE 
 
Below average harvests are expected across southern Sudan, but the 
capacity to expand various coping strategies to compensate for harvest 
shortfalls will vary depending on livelihood zone. Below is a summary of 
the key food security determinants to consider by livelihood zone between 
November 2004 and April 2005:  
 
• Existing levels of own crop production are sufficient to ensure that 

households in the Green Belt is zone are food secure. (1) 
• Households in the Hills and Mountains Zone (2) will rely on second 

season sorghum due in December/January. The performance and 
contribution of cassava will need to be considered in case of a poor 
second season. 

• Access to grazing, hunting and exchange opportunities will be critical 
in the Arid Zone (3). 

• Production of wild foods, local and north-south labor migration, and 
petty trade will be critical, particularly in the northern parts of the 
Western Flood Plains, (4a) while performance of long term sorghum, 
market conditions and terms of trade, labor, and livestock conditions will be most important in the south (4b). 

• Livestock, fish, wild food (water lily) production, and ability to access to markets will be key factors for the Nile-Sobat Rivers Zone 
(5). 

• Ability to maintain peace with neighbors, access major grazing grounds and exchange opportunities, and secure wild game will be 
important for households in the Eastern Flood Plains (6). 

• Food security in the Ironstone Plateau (7) will depend on the performance of long term sorghum, cassava, honey, shea butter 
(locally known as lulu) and wild game (especially bush rats). 

 
Despite this year’s drought, the situation this year with respect to all of the above determinants is likely to be better than in 2000, when 
the dryness was more severe, and there was more insecurity and displacement. 
FOOD AND LIVELIHOOD SITUATION – ZONE DETAILS 
Eastern Flood Plain Zone: Agro pastoral, hunting and gathering 
 
Insecurity continues to disrupt food security for households in this zone. Some households did not cultivate or cultivated very late during 
this season (Akobo and parts of Shilluk). The latest fighting occurred in September in Latjor area, resulting in the loss of assets due to 
looting. Meanwhile, the Shilluk population displaced by insecurity earlier this year is now returning.  Although there are no updates on 
crops from this area, crop performance was reportedly mixed as of September. 
 
Apart from Shilluk, Bor, and Pibor, widespread fighting took place in all other areas in 2000, seriously disrupting access to grazing and 
exchange opportunities, and loss of food stocks especially in Bieh. Households attempted to cope with these disruptions and the reduced 
crop production through: 

• Early consumption of stored wild fruits (lalop nuts) 
• Extended game hunting season 
• Increased collection of wild tubers 
• Extended travel over long distances to trade (with risky forays into government-controlled towns). 
 

Although food security will vary within this zone over the coming year, the following is likely during 2005:  
• A mixed performance of wild plants, but lalop (desert date) and water lily are most critical. 
• Fish availability overall will be lower than average; in areas where fish is available, a shorter fishing season is likely. 
• Prospects for pasture conditions are good and may sustain livestock during the 2005 dry season. However, peace between 

different tribes is critical in determining access to major grazing and water areas. 
• Exchange with neighboring communities and towns through short and long distant trade will play a significant role in 

compensating for production shortfalls.  
• Game meat is a significant food source. However, there are contradictory reports about how accessible it is, with some 

households suggesting ready access and others pointing to limitations associated with a ban imposed by local authorities.  
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Arid Zone: Mostly pastoral, hunting/ gathering and exchange 
 
This area is prone to drought and households cope by migrating in search of pasture and water, and through trade and exchange of 
livestock for grain, cattle raiding, hunting and gathering. Most households who moved their livestock to graze in Ethiopia following the 
June-July dry spell have returned after the improved August rains. Although there are a few small sorghum growing pockets, the crop has 
a high rate of failure due to frequent drought. As expected, sorghum performance is poor this year.  
 
Given unfavorable rains this year, households in this area (Toposa tribe) have already started negotiations with their neighbors (Buya and 
Didinga tribes) and traditional enemies, in order to secure access to pastures in Kidepo Valley. The negotiations are necessary because 
local pastures will not be sufficient for livestock between now and May next year. The negotiations have now reached a critical stage.  
Permission to access Kidepo Valley will not only ensure access to pastures, but also present an opportunity for the Toposa to exchange 
livestock for grain. Meanwhile, maize harvests from Kenya’s Rift Valley Region is approaching, and as in the past, it will reach to this  
zone through Lokichoggio, which is situated near the Kenya –Sudan Border.  Although quantities reaching markets in this area may be 
reduced due to increased grain shortfalls in Kenya, a significant proportion of the pastoral households are expected to be able to afford 
whatever grain is available.  
 
This year’s situation was similar to 2000 when rains were erratic resulting in the failure of what little sorghum was grown, and the 
premature movement of livestock to alternative grazing areas. In addition, at that time, markets were disrupted due to conflict and cattle 
raiding with neighbors. Despite this, households sufficiently increased reliance on wild plants, wild game and local trade to meet their 
food needs. Although similar strategies are anticipated this year more exchange options are likely to be available if negotiations with 
neighbors are successful and respected. 
 
Western Flood Plains Zone: Agro-pastoral, and wild plants 
Households have begun in earnest to harvest the delayed June – September crops of sorghum and groundnuts. Other crops being 
harvested include cowpeas, sesame and green grams.  Although a general reduction of sorghum is expected compared to last year, the 
yields are typical and consistent with those of a dry year, with better performance in the lowlands than in the highland plots. Harvesting 
will be completed by early November in the northern areas and in December-January in the south, where long term sorghum is grown. 
Food security in the northern parts (Northern and Western Bahr El Gazal) of this zone is expected to improve significantly following the 
onset of the main harvest. The groundnut harvest, which is normal this year, is expected to temporarily compensate for reduced sorghum 
yields, particularly for poor households. Though yield quantities are yet to be established, it is likely that most households will be able to 
meet their needs until the end of this year. In the southern parts, food security has also started improving with consumption of short term 
sorghum grown in small quantities. Further improvements are expected with the maturation of the long term sorghum harvest due in 
December. Though rains have been slightly below normal, they have been sufficient to support normal sorghum production in these 
areas.  
 
Recent concerns over the likely reduction of wild plants and fish due to lack of, or below normal, flooding levels have been slightly 
alleviated following start of flooding in some lowland areas. 
 
Arguably, better food security may be expected in this zone between October 2004 and September 2005 when compared to, and, 
interpreted in the context of the most recent severe drought year of 2000, and assuming a similar rate population returns from northern 
Sudan in 2005 as in 2004. Below is a comparison between 2000 and 2004 for this zone: 
 

Year 2000 Year 2004 
Households were still recovering from the 1998 famine 2003 was a good production year 
Households residing along the railway line had been attacked 
and displaced 

Security relatively stable  

Displaced households had arrived from Unity state No displaced households from Unity but returnees from 
northern Sudan 

Both inter clan and inter ethnic conflict were more widespread 
especially in Tonj and Rumbek areas 

Localized inter clan conflict in Yirol and Rumbek 

Rains were more erratic than 2004. There was lack of flooding. Dry spell less severe than 2000. Lack of flooding has occurred. 
 
Despite the drought in 2000 and the reduction in off farm food sources, poor households still managed to access normal quantities of 
wild foods and fish, and exchange labor or conduct petty trade for cash to purchase food in 2001. Food aid supplemented these options. 
Given the above, 2005 may be a better year than 2001 but only if similar of less numbers of people than those reported this year return 
from northern Sudan and normal quantities of wild foods and fish are accessed. Due to the unpredictability of these factors, regular and 
systematic monitoring is required. 
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Nile and Sobat Rivers Zone: Agro-pastoral and Fishing 
 
Seasonal flooding is now occurring in more areas within this zone slightly improving prospects for fish and wild water lily access.  
Harvesting of maize and sorghum has started.  Sorghum performance is fair, particularly in the lowland areas. Food security conditions 
remain mixed, mostly as a result of and insecurity in the north.  
 
Insecurity continues to disrupt normal livelihoods in the extreme north of this zone (Shilluk). Trade, which often contributes up to 20 
percent of annual food needs, was disrupted in 2004. Households in this area are likely to be food insecure due to a combination of; 1) 
bird attack on crops; 2) reduced area under cultivation; 3) failure of some displaced households to cultivate; 4) hampered trade; and 5) a 
much delayed sorghum harvest (some farmers planted in as late as August/early September).  
 
When comparing the current situation with that of 2000, the latter was much more volatile because: 

• There was widespread insecurity and displacement in most of Unity state 
• There was more displacement into the Nile corridor due to fighting between the Lou (of Bieh area) and Gawaar (Phou area) 

communities 
• Trading with government towns was extremely limited due to restricted access 
• There was widespread cattle raiding associated with insecurity 
• Significant numbers of people in Unity did not cultivate 
• There were significant population returns into Bor County 
• Birds attacked in a number of areas 

 
Households in the northern parts of the zone coped by prolonging their stay in major grazing and fishing areas, women sneaked into 
government towns to trade, and youth temporarily seld labor in oil fields and secretly traded with barges sailing down the Nile River.  In 
addition, people migrated to work in northern Sudan, and re-establishing disrupted trade and exchange ties with their neighbors. Apart 
from the unpredictability of trading with the barge and working in the north, all other options are likely to be utilized in the coming year. 
As mentioned earlier, central and south parts are expected to remain stable. 
 
Hills and Mountain Zone: Agro-Pastoral (more crops than the flood plains) 
 
Food security improved following the conclusion of the first season harvest of sorghum, maize, sesame, groundnuts and sweet potatoes 
in August in areas of Juba and Terekeka and is expected to sustain households until the second season sorghum is ready for harvesting in 
December. Performance of cassava will be critical in supplementing any shortfall that might occur.  
 
In Pochalla maize, sorghum and other crops harvested in the first season are also expected to support households until the second season 
sorghum matures in December- January.  There are temporary pockets of food insecurity parts of Torit, Budi and Magwi following poor 
performance of the first season harvest, but improvements are expected with the onset of the second season harvest in December and 
January. However, there is need to closely observe areas such as Torit, where the second season is often marginal.  
As in the past, It is likely that some households situated in the southern parts will access markets in northern Uganda.  
 
Greenbelt Zone: Exclusively Agriculture 
 
First season crops performed well despite reduced rains. Rainfall amounts in this zone are typically high, and marginal reductions do not 
directly limit crops in most cases. This year’s dry spell is reported to have benefited more farmers due to the absence of water logging. 
There are also indications of increased crop production this year due to returning NGOs that previously (back in 2000) purchased some 
of the surplus crops produced in this zone.  The region produced significant grain and oil crop surpluses (40,000-50,000 MT) in 2000, 
but failed to market the surplus after agencies withdrew from the area. There are also reports of significant cassava, honey, sesame and 
groundnuts exports to Uganda from this region. Overall, households in this area are very food secure. Although the zone may receive 
returning populations from Uganda, Congo and the Central African Republic if peace is concluded, there is sufficient capacity to absorb 
these returnees. 
 

 


