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Emergency (IPC Phase 4) persists as the lean season peaks 
 

FEWS NET produces forward-looking food security analysis and IPC compatible mapping several times a year for 36 countries, including 
South Sudan. FEWS NET is a member of South Sudan’s multi-stakeholder IPC Technical Working Group and an active participant in 

national IPC analysis workshops in South Sudan. The map and classifications in this report use IPC standards and methods, but do not 
necessarily reflect a consensus view of the national IPC Technical Working Group, IPC partners, or the Government of the Republic of South 

Sudan. The most recent national IPC analysis was released in June and the next analysis is expected to convene in July/August 2016. 
 

KEY MESSAGES 

 Food security has significantly deteriorated in Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal State, a cereal deficit area where most households are 
market-dependent. Market supplies are severely limited, 
contributing to extremely high staple food prices. Since January 
2016, over 77,000 people have migrated to Sudan, the majority 
from Aweil East and Aweil North due to food shortages. A rapid 
food security assessment found that a small number of households 
have exhausted their coping strategies, are experiencing an 
extreme lack of food, and are likely in Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5).1  

 Poor households in parts of Unity, Upper Nile, Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal, and Western Bahr el Ghazal States are in Emergency (IPC 
Phase 4) and face an increased risk of high levels of acute 
malnutrition and elevated mortality. Significant food shortages 
exist and market functioning remains disrupted. Food availability 
and access have declined significantly below what is normal for a 
lean season. 

 Recent conflict in Wau has disrupted livelihood activities and 
displaced over 60,000 people. Many displaced were forced to flee 
without their belongings and are likely facing extreme difficulty 
meeting their basic food needs. The conflict is also disrupting trade routes that pass through Wau, further reducing trade flows 
to Greater Bahr el Ghazal. 

SEASONAL CALENDAR IN A TYPICAL YEAR 

 
    Source: FEWS NET 

                                                 
1 Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, or IPC, describes acute food insecurity at the household level and area level. At the household level, Catastrophe 
(IPC Phase 5) is described as: “Even with any humanitarian assistance, household group has an extreme lack of food and/or other basic needs even with full 
employment of coping strategies.” Famine (IPC Phase 5) applies to the area level and is declared when more than 20 percent of households are classified in 
Catastrophe, the prevalence of GAM exceeds 30 percent, and the Crude Death Rate exceeds 2/10,000/day. 

Current food security outcomes, June 2016 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant for 
emergency decision-making. It does not necessarily reflect chronic 
food insecurity. To learn more about this scale, click here. 
 

The boundaries used on this map are illustrative and do not imply 
official endorsement or acceptance by FEWS NET or the United 
States Government.  
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NATIONAL OVERVIEW 

Current Situation 

In April 2016, the Transitional Government of National Unity 
(TGoNU) was formed, eight months after the peace agreement was 
signed in August 2015. Since its formation, conflict has subsided 
considerably in most of Greater Upper Nile (GUN). No major clash 
between the Government of South Sudan and the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army in Opposition (SPLA-IO) has been reported in 
Jonglei, Upper Nile, or Unity States in May or June. The relative calm 
has improved humanitarian access and supported slight 
improvements in trade flows to the region. However, increased 
levels of conflict have since been reported in Western Equatoria 
State, where insecurity along major trade routes is limiting trade 
flows to Greater Bahr el Ghazal. Additionally, fighting has 
significantly increased in Wau of Western Bahr el Ghazal State. 
Clashes that began on June 24 have interrupted livelihood activities 
and displaced households. An estimated 27,000 people have been 
displaced within Wau town to a Catholic Church and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). An additional 
35,000-50,000 people are believed to be displaced in the Greater 
Baggari area. The displaced were forced to flee without their 
belongings and likely lack adequate access to food or water. The 
conflict is also disrupting Wau market, impacting trade flows to 
Greater Bahr el Ghazal.  

Since the conflict started in December 2013, about 1.61 million 
people have been internally displaced and over 721,000 have fled 
to neighboring countries. Relative improvements in security have 
encouraged some movement back to places of origin; however, 
food shortages and deteriorating macroeconomic conditions have 
also prompted movement towards Protection of Civilian (PoC) sites 
within Unity State and to Sudan from Northern Bahr el Ghazal and 
Warrap States.  

Macroeconomic conditions in South Sudan remain very poor. The 
South Sudanese Government relies predominantly on revenue from 
oil production, but the reduced extraction of oil and low global oil 
prices have cut oil earnings and, consequently, the availability of 
foreign currency. The country currently exports approximately 
160,000 barrels a day, down from 350,000 pre-crisis. There has 
been a slight increase in oil revenue as the global oil price rose from 
31 USD per barrel in early 2016 to 48.74 USD per barrel in late-June. 
However, total revenue from oil exports remains low, in part 
because South Sudan pays Sudan 24.50 USD per barrel in transit and financial agreement fees according to the terms of agreement 
between the two countries. In May, South Sudan and Sudan renewed their commitment to implement the Cooperation Agreement, 
previously signed in September 2012. This is a preliminary step towards improving trade and relations between the two countries, 
although no changes to the transit and financial agreement fees have been made.  

As of June 14, the official exchange rate was 36.5 SSP/USD, whereas the rate on the unofficial market was 43.0 SSP/USD. This 
represents 91 percent depreciation of South Sudan’s currency on the official market and 83 percent depreciation on the unofficial 
market since the Government implemented a floating exchange rate policy in December 2015.  

The depreciation of the SSP and scarcity of foreign reserves are limiting the capacity of South Sudan to import staple foods and 

Projected food security outcomes, June to September 2016 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 

Projected food security outcomes, October 2016 to 

January 2017 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 
This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant for 
emergency decision-making. It does not necessarily reflect chronic food 

insecurity. To learn more about this scale, click here. 
 
The boundaries used on this map are illustrative and do not imply official 

endorsement or acceptance by FEWS NET or the United States 
Government.  
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contributing to the high prices of imported commodities. Sorghum 
imports from Sudan and Uganda were both three times lower in 
the first quarter of 2016 than the same quarter in 2015. Sorghum 
imports from both countries also remain below pre-crisis levels.   

In markets across the country, staple food prices remain 
considerably higher than both last year and the five-year average 
(Figures 1 and 2). Prices remain high due to reduced imports, 
reduced national production, the impact of the depreciating SSP, 
and insecurity along trade routes that restricts trade flows within 
the country. In Juba, the price of sorghum in May was 222 percent 
higher than last year and 384 percent above the five-year average. 
Similarly, the price of sorghum is 246 percent above last year and 
461 percent above the five-year average in Wau. In Aweil, it was 
151 percent above last year and 356 percent above the five-year 
average. Maize prices followed similar trends.  

The high price of fuel and frequent fuel shortages continue to 
negatively impact traders, limiting market supplies and 
contributing to high staple food prices. While the official fuel price 
has remained 22 SSP per liter, the parallel market price in Juba 
ranged between 80 and 100 SSP in June. A liter was slightly 
cheaper in Aweil town, between 35 and 40 SSP, as Northern Bahr 
el Ghazal receives some fuel supply from Sudan through informal 
trade. Fuel remains largely unavailable in the conflict-affected 
parts of the Greater Upper Nile: In Yida, a market in Unity State 
where it is available, fuel cost 120 SSP per liter. 

The protracted conflict has significantly impacted livelihoods and 
income-earning opportunities. Poor households and displaced 
populations largely lack access to typical income sources. In some 
areas, conflict continues to limit access to fields and markets. Households have few income-earning opportunities and staple food 
prices are increasing faster than livestock prices or labor wages. As a result, both the livestock-to-sorghum and labor-to-sorghum 
terms of trade (ToT) have deteriorated considerably, reducing household purchasing capacity.   

Similarly, urban food security is deteriorating alongside the economic situation. Poor urban households typically rely on 
construction labor, the sale of natural resources, and petty trade. Currently, these income-earning opportunities are low. The sale 
of gravel and stones reduced by approximately 57 percent from last year, as there is reduced demand for construction amongst 
the poor economic climate. Similarly, the sale of firewood/charcoal is low as most households lack the income to purchase and are 
now engaged in the collection of firewood for personal use. When opportunities are available, wage rates are not keeping pace 
with food price increases. The casual labor wage rate increased by only 43 percent, from SSP 70 in June 2015 to SSP 100 currently. 
With significantly below-average income and rising staple food prices, urban households have reduced purchasing capacity. Many 
poor urban households have fewer meals per day and consume less preferred foods.  

April to June rainfall in bimodal areas started on time and has been largely above average. However, in parts of Central and Eastern 
Equatoria States and southern Jonglei, rainfall was slightly delayed and erratically distributed in April and early May. Above-average 
rainfall in late May and early June has compensated for early season rainfall deficits, although below-average vegetation conditions 
remain in Eastern Equatoria. The consumption of green maize has started in these areas.  

In the unimodal areas of northern Jonglei, Greater Upper Nile, and Greater Bahr el Ghazal, the May to September rainy season 
generally started on time. However, a slight delay in rainfall was observed in Rubkona, Mayom, Pariang, and Abiemnhom counties 
of northern Unity. The distribution of rainfall has been somewhat erratic in all states, but not significant enough to negatively 
impact planting. However, the lack of seeds and tools in Jonglei, Upper Nile, Unity, and Northern Bahr el Ghazal States is restricting 
households’ ability to cultivate a typical plot size. In Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, it is reported that the majority of households 
consumed seed stock, limiting their ability to cultivate.  

In Greater Upper Nile, the delivery of humanitarian assistance has increased in previously hard-to-reach areas following relative 

Figure 1. Nominal retail prices for sorghum in Aweil 

 
Source: WFP 

 

Figure 2. Nominal retail prices for maize in Juba 

 
Source: WFP 
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improvements in security and better road conditions 
during the dry season. In Jonglei State, significant levels 
of humanitarian aid were delivered to poor households 
and IDPs between January and May in all counties but 
Canal. Humanitarian assistance also reached Ulang, Nasir, 
Panyikang, Malakal, Fashoda, Melut, and Manyo counties 
in Upper Nile State and Rubkona, Mayendit, Koch, Guit, 
Leer, and Panyijiar in Unity State. Regular deliveries 
continued in PoC sites, IDP concentrations such as those 
in Awerial County in Lakes State, and refugee settlements 
in Unity and Upper Nile States. Humanitarian agencies 
have also supplied seeds, agricultural tools, and fishing 
kits to about 26,000 IDPs and poor farming households in 
Mayendit, Leer, and Panyijiar counties in May and June. 
However, many households displaced to swamps have 
not received significant humanitarian assistance.  

Although trade flows to Greater Upper Nile have 
improved slightly since April, trade routes through 
Western Equatoria and Western Bahr el Ghazal remain 
significantly restricted by ongoing insecurity (Figure 3). 
Additionally, the seasonal deterioration in road conditions is beginning to slow down trade flows through Juba-Yirol-Rumbek. 

Levels of acute malnutrition and mortality remain at ‘Emergency’ levels in areas of Greater Upper Nile and Greater Bahr el Ghazal. 
Malnutrition levels are typically highest during the May to July lean season when food stocks are low and there are increased 
occurrences of diarrhea and malaria. However, this year malnutrition has deteriorated earlier than usual given the impact of 
protracted conflict. Nutrition surveys conducted in March and April found Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) prevalence already at 
levels typically observed during the lean season. In Aweil South of Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, a SMART survey conducted by 
BRAC in March found a GAM prevalence of 27.3 percent (95 percent C.I. 22.6 – 32.5). In Koch of Unity State, a SMART survey 
conducted by World Relief International in April found a GAM prevalence of 21.0 percent (95 percent C.I. 18.2-24.1). In northern 
Mayendit of Unity State, a SMART survey conducted in March found a GAM prevalence of 24.2 percent (95 percent C.I. 20.4-28.5). 

Several counties within Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Unity, and Upper Nile States are facing severe food shortages during the May to 
July lean season and are in Emergency (IPC Phase 4). Households in Aweil North, Aweil East, and Aweil South of Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal State rely heavily on market purchases to access food, but poor households’ purchasing power has significantly deteriorated 
as prices are exorbitantly high and income remains significantly below average. Households are experiencing severe food 
consumption gaps and some are migrating due to lack of food. A small number of households have exhausted their coping 
strategies and are likely in Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5). In Unity State, relative security improvements have supported better 
humanitarian access, but markets have not fully recovered and staple cereals remain scarce in the central and southern parts of 
the state. Poor households rely on fish and wild foods, but these foods are seasonally low through June and it is therefore likely 
households still face large food consumption gaps. In Upper Nile State, markets in Panyikang, Baliet, Nasir and Ulang remain 
significantly disrupted. Some trade flows have resumed from Renk to Malakal, although supplies remain limited and households 
have significantly below-average income, limiting food access. In Jonglei State, poor households in Duk, Ayod, Fangak, Canal, Uror, 
and Nyirol continue to face Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and experience food consumption gaps due to low production in 2015, low market 
supplies, and high prices. Widespread Crisis (IPC Phase 3) also persist in Lakes, Western Bahr el Ghazal, Eastern Equatoria, and 
Warrap States, largely due to low market functioning, depleted household stocks, and high food prices. In Western Bahr el Ghazal 
and Western Equatoria, displacement and disruption of trade flows are further limiting access to food. 

National Assumptions 

From June 2016 to January 2017, projected food security outcomes are based on the following national assumptions:  

 Conflict and insecurity between the Government and SPLA-IO is expected to remain at current low levels in Greater Upper 
Nile. However, it is likely conflict in Western Bahr el Ghazal State will continue, as well as localized fighting between the 
Government and other armed groups not affiliated with the peace agreement, including intermittent clashes in Greater Bahr 
el Ghazal and Greater Equatoria over cantonment areas. Intra- and inter-communal violence and resource-based conflict is 

Figure 3. Market and Trade functioning as of June 6, 2016 

  
Source: FEWS NET 
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expected to continue in Lakes, Warrap, and parts of Unity and Jonglei States. In areas where conflict is expected, lower levels 
of conflict are likely from June to September when the rainy season restricts movement along roads and relatively higher 
levels are expected from November to January as road conditions allow for greater movement.   

 The first season harvest in the bimodal areas of Greater Equatoria will begin on time in July and is expected to be near 
average. However, some yield reductions are likely in Eastern Equatoria State where rainfall was erratic and below average.   

 The remainder of the May to September rainy season in the unimodal areas of Greater Upper Nile, Greater Bahr el Ghazal, 
and northern Jonglei is expected to be average. A normal risk of flooding is expected in flood-prone areas.  

 The harvest in unimodal areas is expected to be on time with green harvest starting in August/September. The harvest is 
expected to be below average due to reduced area planted and conflict-related disruptions to cultivation. Specifically, recent 
displacement and insecurity in Western Bahr el Ghazal is expected to negatively impact production as many households are 
displaced or otherwise unable to access their farms. However, production throughout unimodal areas is still expected to be 
higher than last year, as it is likely more households are cultivating this year than last year.   

 The June to September second rainy season in bimodal areas is forecast to be slightly above average, except in Eastern 
Equatoria State where average rainfall is forecast. Given the expectation that conflict in these areas will be low, little 
disruption to agricultural activities is expected and the November second season harvest is likely to be near average. The 
exception to this is Western Bahr el Ghazal where increased insecurity could impact the cultivation season. 

 The rate of returnees to their places of origin is expected to slow slightly through September as many will need to rebuild 
their homes and this is more difficult during the rainy season.  

 Both food and income sources are expected to improve seasonally with the increased availability of fish, wild foods, and 
livestock products during the rainy season, and the arrival of the main harvest in August/September. However, food and 
income sources are still expected to remain below normal given poor macroeconomic conditions and continued sporadic 
clashes and localized insecurity that restrict normal livelihood activities.  

 The macroeconomic situation is likely to remain unstable. Oil exportation is expected to continue around 160,000 barrels per 
day as the repair of destroyed wells and increased production will take significant time. Revenue from oil exports is likely to 
remain near current levels. The shortage of foreign reserve and low global oil prices will contribute to the continued 
depreciation of the SSP.  

 Staple cereal prices are expected to reduce seasonally from October through January following the main harvest, but remain 
significantly above both last year and the five-year average.  

 Trade routes are likely to be seasonally disrupted due to average June to September rainfall, disrupting trade flows and 
humanitarian access. Since trucks are likely to frequent safer routes through Juba-Yirol-Rumbek, road conditions there are 
expected to be worse than usual. Continued insecurity in Wau is likely to reduce trade flows to Greater Bahr el Ghazal.   

 The delivery of humanitarian assistance to PoC camps and areas of concern is expected to continue throughout the outlook 
period. However, it is expected humanitarian aid levels in most areas will be lower in the coming months than they have been 
during the dry season, as access will be restricted by the rainy season.  

 GAM prevalence is expected to remain above 20 percent for the remainder of the May to July lean season, particularly in 
Unity, Upper Nile, Jonglei, and Northern Bahr el Ghazal States as a result of infectious waterborne diseases, limited access to 
food, and few health and nutrition services in most conflict-affected areas. GAM levels are expected to fall to between 10 
and 15 percent with the start of the harvest in August/September.  

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 

From June to September, many households will continue to experience food consumption gaps given the early depletion of stocks 
in January/February and significantly above-average food prices. The relative improvements in security in Greater Upper Nile are 
expected to lead to improvements in movement, allowing greater access to normal livelihood activities and increased trade flows. 
However, give low incomes, households here are expected to continue selling atypically high numbers of livestock. As the demand 
for livestock is low, households will earn below-average income from sales, reducing purchasing power. With limited income to 
purchase food, poor households in the worst-affected counties of Unity and Upper Nile States are likely to continue facing 
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Emergency (IPC Phase 4) levels of acute food security during the remainder of the lean season. In Northern Bahr el Ghazal, although 
2015 agricultural production was near average, high commodity prices and low income among market-dependent households will 
continue to limit food access. Many households are expected to experience significant food consumption gaps and face Emergency 
(IPC Phase 4) through the remainder of the lean season. A small number of households who are exhausting their capacity to cope 
may face Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5) without urgent humanitarian assistance. In Wau of Western Bahr el Ghazal, it is likely many 
newly displaced households will face extreme difficulty accessing adequate food, as they are unlikely to be able to harvest their 
fields and have lost access to typical income-earning sources. Many will remain in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) during this time. Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3) is expected to persist in Lakes, Warrap, and parts of Northern and Western Bahr el Ghazal States given low food 
supply, below-average income, and high prices. In Greater Equatoria, food security is expected to improve in many areas with the 
arrival of the first season harvest and most areas will be Stressed (IPC Phase 2).  

From October to January, food security is expected to improve in Greater Bahr el Ghazal and Greater Upper Nile with the harvest. 
However, it is still expected that high commodity prices and limited income will limit households from purchasing sufficient levels 
of food. Sporadic insecurity and poor road conditions will continue to reduce trade supplies to Lakes, Western Bahr el Ghazal, 
Warrap, and Northern Bahr el Ghazal States. Most households are likely to experience Stressed (IPC Phase 2) acute food insecurity, 
although worst-affect areas in Unity, Upper Nile, and Northern Bahr el Ghazal States, and Wau in Western Bahr el Ghazal State are 
expected to continue to experience Crisis (IPC Phase 3) through January 2017. In Greater Equatoria, the second season harvest is 
likely to improve food access, and food security is expected to improve substantially from October through January. Most 
households in these regions will face Stressed (IPC Phase 2) and Minimal (IPC Phase 1). 

AREAS OF CONCERN 

Northern Bahr el Ghazal State: Aweil North, Aweil East and Aweil South Counties 

Current Situation  

In 2015, cereal production in Northern Bahr el Ghazal was near normal. However, this area is cereal deficit and even in a typical 
year poor household in Aweil North, Aweil East, and Aweil South are heavily dependent on markets to access food. Given the high 
level of market-dependence in these areas, the decrease in market supplies and substantial increase in prices this year has led to 
a significant deterioration in food security.   

A rapid food security assessment conducted by FEWS NET in June found that households in the counties of concern are heavily 
dependent on the consumption of wild foods and limited cereals that can be purchased from the market. Households reported 
accessing some income from petty trade, agricultural labor, and the sale of livestock, although income levels are considerably 
below average. Households who own livestock are able to sell through informal trade with South Kordofan and South Darfur, and 
many are distress selling to purchase cereal. Some households planted small plots near homesteads and average rainfall is 
supporting crop development, although green harvest is not expected until August/September. Limited agricultural labor 
opportunities are available. In Aweil North, the daily agricultural wage rate ranges from 50 to 70 SSP, up from 25 to 30 SSP this 
time last year. However, the increase in wage rates is not keeping pace with the significant increase in food prices, and poor 
households have reduced purchasing power as a result.  

In Aweil town, the price of sorghum in May was 21 SSP/kg, 246 percent higher than last year and 461 percent above the five-year 
average. The price of sorghum in Wau in May was 27 SSP/kg, the highest in the country. As a result of high market prices and 
significantly below-average income, the labor-to-cereal ToT in these areas have depreciated. The daily casual labor wage rate in 
April 2015 purchased 5.6 kg of sorghum, whereas in April 2016 it bought 1.9 kg of sorghum, a 65 percent decrease. Given that 
Aweil South, Aweil East, and Aweil North receive commodities from Wau and Aweil town, in addition to Sudan, prices are even 
higher in the areas of concern. In Ariath market in Aweil North, the price of sorghum is 42 SSP/kg, up from 12.8 SSP/kg in February.  

Although some markets are functioning, traders are unable to import typical levels of goods due to the scarcity of foreign currency, 
the depreciating SSP, fuel shortages, and the renewed closure of the border with Sudan. Imports from Sudan were three times 
lower in the first quarter of 2016 than the first quarter of 2015. Trade flows from within South Sudan are similarly low: The Juba-
Rumbek-Wau-Aweil road is the only active trade route, but trade flows along this route are restricted by insecurity in Western 
Bahr el Ghazal State. In Kiir Galama of Aweil North, it was reported in late June that only 5-10 trucks were arriving per day, 
compared to 10-15 this time last year. Given the recent increase in fighting in Wau, trade deliveries could be even lower currently.  



SOUTH SUDAN Food Security Outlook June 2016 to January 2017 

 

 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network  7 

  

As observed during the rapid food security assessment and reported by key informants, most poor households are engaged in 
‘Crisis’ coping strategies to access food, including limiting the number of meals consumed per day, migrating for labor, and selling 
an increased number of livestock to purchase cereal. Some poor households are engaged in ‘Distress’ strategies, selling farmland  
and all livestock in order to migrate whole households to Sudan. Others are begging, borrowing, and prioritizing the consumption 
of children over adults. A small number of recently returned households and households who have attempted to migrate to Sudan 
may have exhausted coping strategies and are likely in Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5). One area of high concern, identified during the 
rapid food security assessment, is Malual Centre Payam of Aweil North where many returnees from Sudan settled in 2011, but 
have yet to fully integrate and lack livestock or land to cultivate. Most rely on host communities and labor opportunities, but 
currently have few coping options. It is likely this population is facing an extreme lack of food. Additionally, an estimated 5,000-
6,000 people moved to Kiir Adem en-route to Sudan due to extreme lack of food, but are reportedly stranded as they have depleted 
their assets and lack cash for further transportation to Sudan. In these areas the assessment observed cases of likely adult 
malnutrition. It is assumed these households are also facing extreme difficulty meeting their food needs.  

Significantly high prices, below-average income, and limited food supply have triggered mass migration to Sudan. Between January 
and July 2016, over 77,000 people crossed into Sudan, the majority from Aweil East and Aweil North. The rate of migration reduced 
in May to approximately 60 persons per day. This could be due in part to the recent influx of food assistance in May provided by 
WFP that reached about 125,000 people. The rapid assessment found that 10 out of 170 households in Malual North Payam of 
Warperdit Sub-boma, 200 out of 540 households in Mangar Akot, 12 out of 250 households in Majok village of Mamit Boma, and 
10 out of 40 households in Rumgir village of Warlang Boma have already migrated to Sudan given severe food shortages.  

A SMART survey carried out by BRAC in Aweil South in March showed a GAM prevalence of 27.3 percent (95 percent C.I. 22.6 – 
32.5) and Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) prevalence of 6.7 percent (95 percent C.I. 4.4 – 10.1). Given that current food 
availability and access are similar among the areas of concern, it is likely that the GAM in Aweil North and Aweil East are similar. 

Assumptions 

In addition to national assumptions above, the projected food security outcomes for Northern Bahr el Ghazal State are based on 
the following assumptions: 

 The remainder of the May to September rainy season is forecast to be average in terms of total cumulative amount.  

 The proportion of households engaging in agricultural activities is expected to be below average, as households who have 
migrated from their homes are unlikely to cultivate. Furthermore, given the current food shortage and likely difficulty in 
accessing seeds and tools, it is expected that households will cultivate less area than in a normal year. Overall production 
is expected to be below average. 

 Agriculture labor opportunities, which normally peak during the rainy season, are likely to remain below average owing to 
reduced cash availability and reduced ability of better-off households to hire agricultural labor, due to their own high food 
expenditures. 

 Trade routes are expected to seasonally deteriorate during the rainy season, disrupting trade flows from Juba through 
Rumbek and Wau, as well as from Sudan. Trade flows are expected to seasonally improve alongside road conditions in 
October with the dry season. However, trade routes through Western Equatoria and Western Bahr el Ghazal States are 
likely to remain restricted throughout the outlook period due to prevailing insecurity in the area.  

 Pasture and water availability are expected to be average and livestock will be near homesteads through January. Therefore, 
households with livestock are expected to have access to livestock products. However, it is expected access to livestock 
products will be below average as many poor households are selling atypically high numbers of livestock. 

 Fish availability is expected to increase starting in July. However, most poor households only have access to traditional 
fishing methods such as spears, confining them to fishing in floodwaters and ponds, limiting how significantly they can 
access increased levels of fish.   

 Prices are expected to follow seasonal trends, peaking during the June to August lean season and decreasing with the main 
harvest in October. However, prices are likely to remain significantly above both last year and the five-year average (Figure 
4), as a result of deteriorating macroeconomic conditions, high transport costs, and insecurity along trade routes that 
reduces traders’ ability to transport goods.  

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA_Sudan_Weekly_Humanitarian_Bulletin_Issue_26_%2820_-_26_June_2016%29.pdf
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 The sale of firewood and charcoal will seasonally reduce 
during the rainy season. Sales will increase after October, 
although income from these activities is still expected to be 
lower than usual due to low effective demand. 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes  

From June to August, as the lean season continues, many poor 
households are expected to experience large food consumption 
gaps in Aweil North, Aweil East, and Aweil South and be in 
Emergency (IPC Phase 4) and a small number of households who 
are exhausting their capacity to cope may face Catastrophe (IPC 
Phase 5) without urgent humanitarian assistance. These areas are 
at increased risk for high levels of acute malnutrition and excess 
mortality. Income from agricultural labor and the sale of natural 
products will remain low due to the inability of most farmers to 
hire labor and low effective demand. Trade flows are expected to 
further decrease given seasonal deterioration and increased fighting along trade routes, which will lead to high prices. The price 
of sorghum is expected to remain near 300-400 percent above average for the remainder of the lean season. With low income and 
high prices, purchasing power will further deteriorate and poor households will face significant difficulty meeting their basic food 
needs. Poor households are expected to sell most of their livestock between June and August in order to fund cereal purchases, 
depleting most assets. Households without livestock will continue to rely on wild foods, limited income-earning opportunities, and 
some fish. Many poor households are expected to skip meals. It is likely additional households will migrate to Sudan for food and 
income opportunities, although the rate of migration is likely to be lower than in early 2016, as the rainy season will limit movement 
along the roads, but also due to the recent influx of humanitarian assistance.  

Slight improvements in consumption are expected in September with the arrival of the green harvest and in October with the 
arrival of the dry harvest. As the dry season starts in November, poor households will increase the collection of firewood and 
charcoal making, earning small levels of income. During the harvest in October, poor households who engage in agricultural labor 
will likely be paid in-kind. Fishing will be seasonally available, further increasing food access. Livestock products will be available 
but at low levels, given that many poor households are selling high levels of livestock. It is expected these areas will improve to 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3) during this period with own production, fish, small increases in income, but food consumption gaps will remain 
as poor households will still face high market prices and likely depleted many livelihood assets during the lean season.   

Unity State: Guit, Koch, Leer, Mayendit, Panyijiar, and Rubkona Counties 

Current Situation  

The level of conflict in Unity State has reduced substantially in 
early 2016 compared to late 2015 (Figure 5). The relative calm has 
supported population movement between Rubkona and southern 
counties, with some populations moving towards Bentiu PoC in 
Rubkona and others moving out of the camp. Movement to Bentiu 
PoC is reportedly due to food access: Key informant interviews and 
reports by REACH in February and March indicate that over half of 
recent movements to the camp were driven by lack of access to 
food, and many new arrivals were previously displaced to hard-to-
reach locations where they have exhausted food sources. 
Conversely, security improvements are also encouraging 
movement out of Bentiu PoC. An estimated 125,000 IDPs in Bentiu 
PoC, 15 percent of the camp’s population, left between March and 
mid-May to return to their places of origin. It is believed many are 
doing so to engage in agriculture activities.  

Figure 4. Aweil Historical maize prices in Aweil and price 

projection through December 2016 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Figure 5. Conflict-related incidents in Unity State 

 
Source: ACLED 
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Approximately 560,000 people have been displaced from their homes in Unity State since the conflict broke out in December 2013. 
Nearly 400,000 are currently displaced in the Rubkona, Panyijiar, Leer, Koch, Guit, and Mayendit counties. The largest 
concentration of IDPs is in Bentiu PoC, followed by Panyijiar County, which hosts over 77,000 IDPs. A biometric registration in 
Nimini of Guit Country by IOM in May found that over 1,200 individuals there are returnees, nearly 800 of which had been displaced 
in Bentiu PoC. A report published by REACH in March indicated that the largest number of returnees are in Rubkona and Koch. 
While some previously displaced persons have started to return to their places of origin, high levels of destruction in these areas, 
uncertainty surrounding security, and lack of access to food still hinder most from returning.  

Livelihood activities of displaced and host populations have been severely disrupted and it is assumed few have fully recovered. 
Conflict escalated in Unity State in May 2015 during the cultivation season and many households were unable to plant. A survey 
conducted by Samaritan’s Purse in southern Mayendit found that over 70 percent of the population did not cultivate during the 
2015 season. Households who cultivated depleted their stocks, on average, in December/January, four months earlier than usual. 
Furthermore, many households lost their livestock during repeated cattle raiding incidents. With limited access to income from 
livestock sales or agricultural labor, it is assumed that households are currently facing a more severe lean season than normal. This 
is particularly true for households displaced to the swamps where food sources are limited and humanitarian access remains low.   

During this atypically long lean season, households have relied on sharing food, consuming increased amounts of wild foods, and 
increasing fishing to cope. According to Samaritan’s Purse, over 80 percent of households shared food rations with poorer next of 
kin, 70 percent increased the consumption of water lilies, and 55 percent increased fishing. Although these sources of food are 
typically accessed by poor households during the lean season of a normal year, households this year were heavily dependent on 
them during the harvest period and remain dependent on them through the peak of the lean season. This is putting stress on the 
availability of these food sources and reducing the capacity of households to continue to cope.  

Markets remain significantly disrupted in Leer, Koch, Mayendit, and Guit, where markets were destroyed and commodities looted 
last year. However, in Rubkona and Panyijiar, markets are slowly recovering. People have started returning to these areas following 
relative security improvements and traders have gradually started supplying these markets. However, prices still remain extremely 
high. Households in these counties sell fish and firewood to earn income, but due to low levels of cash in circulation and low 
effective demand, income through the sale of these items remains inadequate to purchase sufficient cereal, even where cereal 
supply is available. For example, a kilogram of fish currently purchases only 3.5 kilograms of sorghum in Ganyiel, Panyijiar County, 
significantly less than prior to the conflict. 

A SMART survey carried out by ACF in Leer in February reported a GAM prevalence of 27.3 percent (95 percent C.I.: 22.6–32.5) and 
a SAM prevalence of 6.7 percent (95 percent C.I.: 4.4–10.1). It is likely that the level of malnutrition is currently higher, as food 
availability and access has decreased during the continuation of the lean season. 

Humanitarian assistance improved in the worst-affected counties of Unity State in recent months following improved security in 
the State. High levels of assistance have been distributed in Koch, Mayom, Mayendit, Panyijiar, Pariang, and Rubkona between 
January and May. Leer and Guit are facing significant consumption gaps and are in Emergency (IPC Phase 4), while high levels of 
humanitarian aid are assumed to be keeping Koch, Mayendit, and Panyijiar in Crisis! (IPC Phase 3!). Slightly better food security 
outcomes currently exist in Abiemnhom, Pariang, Rubkona, and Mayom where conflict was lower and food availability is marginally 
greater. Abiemnhom is in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) while Pariang, Rubkona, and Mayom are Stressed! (IPC Phase 2!).  

Assumptions  

In addition to the national assumptions above, projected food security outcomes for conflict-affected areas of Unity State are 
based on the following assumptions:  

 Given the forecast for average June to September rainfall, seasonal floods are expected in parts of Leer, Guit, Panyijiar, Koch, 
and Mayendit which constitute the ‘Western Flood Plain.’ Floods are expected to inundate crops and interrupt trade flows 
and humanitarian assistance delivery at levels typical of the rainy season.  

 Flooding will also increase fish availability from July through September. Households are likely to increase their level of fishing 
to offset the loss of other food and income sources. However, most poor households have only traditional fishing gear, such 
as spears, confining them to fishing in floodwaters and limiting how greatly they can access increased levels of fish.   

 Water and pasture resources are expected to improve seasonally from June to September and decline from November 
through January. Livestock body conditions are expected to improve and decline in line with seasonal trends.  
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 Milk production is expected to seasonally increase from June through November and decline in December when livestock 
move to dry season grazing areas. Access to milk is expected to be below typical levels, although the importance of milk in 
poor households’ diets is expected to be significant during the June to September period before the harvest is available.  

 Wild foods are expected to be seasonally available from June through October and start to decline as waters recede in 
November. Lalob and nabag will be available in December and January. 

 An increased number of households are expected to cultivate this season compared to 2015 when approximately 30 percent 
of households cultivated. However, due to lack of seeds and tools and the high number of households who remain displaced, 
the number of households cultivating is still expected to be below the normal rate of 85 percent. Generally, poor households 
cultivate 0.5 to 2 acres in a normal year, but low levels of agricultural input is likely to reduce the area planted.  

 Markets are expected to further recover with the expected relative calm during the scenario period. However, trade flows 
are likely to remain restricted due to combined effects of seasonally road deterioration and insecurity along major supply 
routes in Lakes and Western Equatoria States. Therefore, staple cereals will continue to be scarce in recovering markets in 
Leer, Mayendit, Guit, and Koch. Staple food prices are expected to follow seasonal trends, decreasing during the harvest, but 
still remain significantly above five-year average. In Panyijiar, prices are also expected to remain significantly above the five-
year average, but decrease slightly relative to recent months given increased trade activity between Rumbek Centre, Lakes 
State, and Panyijiar County that started in June.   

 Income from agricultural labor is expected to be significantly below average, as lack of income among better-off farmers is 
reducing their ability to employ labor-dependent households at typical levels. 

 Insecurity due to political conflict is expected to remain similar to current 2016 levels or reduce slightly. However, an above-
normal rate of interethnic conflict and cattle raiding is expected between October and January when livestock are migrated 
to dry season grazing areas. Having lost most of their livestock in 2015, communities from Leer, Mayendit, Koch, and Guit are 
likely to stage counter raiding in other counties which have substantial numbers of livestock.  

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes  

IDPs and poor households in the worst affected counties of Guit, Leer, Mayendit, Koch, Panyijiar, and Rubkona will continue to rely 
on wild foods and fish through September as primary sources of food. Although some market recovery has been observed in 
Panyijiar, markets in Koch and Mayendit are likely to remain significantly disrupted throughout the scenario period. Given the likely 
continuation of atypically high prices and very limited labor opportunities, purchasing power will remain severely constrained. 
Many poor households in Guit, Leer, Koch, Mayendit, and Panyijar are expected to face significant food consumption gaps between 
June and September and be in Emergency (IPC Phase 4). It is expected some previously displaced persons will return to their places 
of origin during the outlook period to restart their livelihood activities, although it is expected that the rate of return will be higher 
after the rainy season when movement and rebuilding of homes is more feasible. 

Food security is expected to improve slightly in September with green harvest and from October through January with the main 
harvest. Consumption is expected to improve during this time period as households have increased access to own production, fish, 
and some milk. Although the number of households engaged in agricultural production is expected to be higher than last year, it 
is still likely to be below average and, as a result, a below average harvest is likely in central and southern Unity States. Given the 
expectation of a below-average harvest, which will also limit agricultural labor opportunities, and very high market prices, food 
consumption gaps will persist even during the harvest and most areas are expected to remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3).  

Upper Nile State: Baliet, Fashoda, Malakal, Manyo, Nasir, Panyikang, and Ulang Counties 

Current Situation  

In large part of Upper Nile State, security has greatly improved in early 2016, encouraging some displaced persons to return to 
their places of origin. However, localized insecurity and the loss of livelihood assets are limiting the ability of many to resume 
normal livelihoods activities. Although some poor households and IDPs continue to derive income from petty trade and casual 
labor, the effective demand for labor and goods remains low, and total income is significantly below average. Remittances from 
household members working in Juba also remain low. The majority of households depleted own food stocks in January, four 
months earlier than usual, as last year’s harvest was below normal. To compensate for the loss of typical income-earning 
opportunities, poor households are now heavily dependent on wild foods and the sale of livestock and fish to purchase cereals. 
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Livestock body conditions have started to seasonally improve alongside the May to September rainy season, which is increasing 
the availability of water and pasture. Although pasture conditions remain slightly below average given poor rainfall in May, 
increased rainfall in June is improving conditions, enabling livestock to return to homesteads. As a result, poor households have 
increased access to livestock products, which is improving consumption. Although some households lost their livestock in 2015, 
conflict-related livestock losses in these areas were minimal, and it is expected that many poor households still have livestock.  

Fishing is an important livelihood activity for poor households even in a typical year, but many have increased engagement in 
fishing to access additional food. The availability of fish is seasonally low, as is typical at the start of the rainy season. In Baliet, 
Ulang, and Nasir, localized insecurity is restricting access to fishing in the Nile and Sobat Rivers. In these counties, households have 
resorted to fishing in nearby seasonal rivers and swamps, where the availability of fish is slightly lower than in rivers. 

Households are currently engaged in agricultural activities for the upcoming season. With the timely arrival of rains in most 
counties, planting started on time. It is expected the number of households engaged in cultivation is around 50 percent, higher 
than the recorded 41 percent who cultivated in 2015, but still below typical levels of 70 percent. Poor households normally cultivate 
around 0.5 acres, but below-average access to seeds and tools is limiting the size of land cultivated. 

Most markets in Upper Nile remain significantly disrupted, although markets in Panyikang and Nasir started recovering in April, 
given the relative calm compared to 2015. Additionally, the key trade route between Renk and Malakal is functioning with minimal 
disruption, supporting improved market functioning in Renk, Melut, and Malakal. Despite these slight improvements, localized 
insecurity targeting traders and the seasonal deterioration in road conditions both continue to impede market functioning. 
Additionally, lower-than-normal levels of informal trade are taking place between Sudan and South Sudan given the official boarder 
closure and South Sudan’s limited access to foreign currency that reduces its capacity to import. As a result, market supplies still 
remain below average in most markets, contributing to the high staple food prices. In Ulang and Nasir, commodities are scarce, as 
supplies from Gambella, a major source market for these counties, remains impacted by insecurity. Both the Kosti-Malakal River 
and Sobat River transports remains closed due to continued insecurity.  

The delivery of humanitarian assistance to poor households and IDPs in the counties of concern has improved significantly in early 
2016 as improvements in security are supporting greater access. High levels of food aid were provided to the poor households in 
Malakal and Fashoda, and levels also improved in Panyikang, Ulang, and Nasir. However, humanitarian assistance to Manyo 
remains limited due to continued localized insecurity. Access to livelihoods kits remains low in the counties of concern, but 
approximately 4,150 households in Panyikang County received fishing, vegetable, and crop kits. Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes 
continue in the worst-affected counties of Manyo and Panyikang, while humanitarian assistance is keeping Fashoda in Crisis (IPC 
Phase 3!) and Melut Stressed (IPC Phase 2!). 

Assumptions 

In addition to the national assumptions above, the projected food security outcomes for conflict-affected areas in Upper Nile State 
are based on the following assumptions:  

 Interethnic conflict and conflict between armed groups is expected to continue in Manyo, Panyikang, Fashoda, Baliet, Ulang, 
and Nasir throughout the scenario period, although at levels lower than in 2015. Conflict is expected to limit cultivation, 
trade flows, and the delivery of humanitarian assistance. 

 The remainder of the May to September rainy season is forecast to be normal in terms of total cumulative rainfall in Manyo, 
Fashoda, Panyikang, Malakal, Baliet, Ulang, and Nasir.  

 Above-average rainfall is forecast for the remainder of the season in Renk, Melut, Maban, Longochuk, and Maiwut, which 
is expected to lead to above-average levels of seasonal flooding and some crop damage in these areas.  

 Due to improvements in security, it is estimated 50-60 percent of households in Upper Nile cultivated this year, an increase 
from the estimated 41 percent last year. As a result, it is expected the October to January harvest will be above last year’s 
harvest, but still below average.  

 Staple food prices are expected to follow seasonal trends, decreasing slightly with the start of the harvest in September. 
However, prices will remain significantly higher than both last year and the five-year average. 

 The availability of fish is expected to increase seasonally from July through September with normal seasonal rainfall. 
Seasonal floods at typical levels are likely to occur in September in flood-prone areas around the Nile and Sobat Rivers, 
further increasing water levels and fish availability for households through January.  
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 However, access to wild foods and distant fishing grounds, including the Nile and Sobat Rivers, will likely remain limited due 
to localized insecurity-related restrictions. Many poor households are expected to engage in fishing activities in seasonal 
rivers and swamps near homesteads rather than in the Nile and Sobat Rivers. 

 Floods will cause seasonal deterioration in road conditions, limiting the flow of commodities from Renk to Malakal through 
September.  

 During the October to January dry season, poor households will continue to earn income from the sale of natural resources, 
but income from the sale of these products will be below pre-crisis levels due to low effective demand.  

 Pasture and water availability are expected to be at normal levels and livestock will be near homesteads throughout the 
scenario period, most notably in the primarily pastoral counties of Ulang, Nasir, and Baliet. Livestock owning households 
will have access to livestock products, including meat, milk, and blood from June through January, increasing household 
consumption and market supplies of these livestock products. 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 

Between June and August, many worst-affected households in Manyo, Fashoda, and Panyikang will continue to experience large 
food consumption gaps as food stocks from own production have already been exhausted and they face limited access to markets 
for purchase. Poor households and IDPs will depend on fish and wild food consumption, but with limited other food sources, many 
will remain in Emergency (IPC Phase 4). In Baliet, Ulang, and Nasir, while consumption in proceeding months was relatively better 
given access to livestock products, game meat, and fish, as the lean season continues, these food sources decrease and many poor 
households face increased difficulty meeting their basic food needs. Additionally, market access continues to be restricted by 
ongoing insecurity and high prices. Seasonal incomes from the sale of natural resources will decrease during the rainy season, 
further limiting purchasing capacity. Poor households in these areas will rely heavily on fish and wild foods as their main food 
sources and are expected to deteriorate to Emergency (IPC Phase 4) in July and August.  

Food availability for many poor households will start improving in September with the arrival of the green harvest and further 
improve in October with the dry harvest. Households will also have increased availability of fish, livestock products, and wild foods. 
However, amounts will still be below average given that many households are concentrated in relatively secure areas of these 
counties, putting stress on available resources. With increased food availability, food consumption gaps will be less extreme during 
this time and poor households in the areas of concern are expected to improve to Crisis (IPC Phase 3). Despite improvements 
during this time period, localized insecurity is still expected to disrupt cultivation and market functioning and food availability and 
access will still be far below pre-crisis levels. In larger areas of Upper Nile, where market functioning is slightly better and conflict 
is less prevalent, poor households will remain marginally able to meet minimum food needs with own production, fish, wild foods, 
and livestock products and will improve to Stressed (IPC Phase 2). Renk, a relatively high-production area that has seen minimal 
conflict, is expected to improve to Minimal (IPC Phase 1) during this time period.  

Jonglei State: Ayod, Duk, Fangak, Canal, Nyirol, and Uror Counties 

Current Situation  

The majority of households depleted food stocks in January, four months earlier than usual, as crop production was significantly 
below average last year. Many IDPs and poor households in Duk, Fangak, Ayod, Canal, Uror, and Nyirol have increased their 
dependence on fishing, wild foods, and food aid to cover consumption gaps throughout the atypically long lean season.  

Conflict between the Government and SPLA-IO has remained low since May 2015, and some households who were displaced within 
Jonglei or in neighboring Lakes State started returning to their places of origin following the August 2015 peace deal. Most 
returning households lack livelihood assets, which were looted or destroyed during the conflict. 

Agricultural activities have started in many areas, and it is expected that approximately 50-60 percent of households cultivated 
this season, which is below normal, but above the estimated 30 percent who cultivated last year. The increase in number of 
households cultivating is due to security improvements during the 2016 cultivation season compared to 2015. However, despite 
low levels of conflict between the Government and SPLA-IO, most households are only cultivating near homesteads due to localized 
conflict and reprisal attacks. This is restricting access to distant farming areas. The limited availability of seeds and tools, especially 
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in hard-to-reach villages in Canal, Fangak, Ayod, Duk, Nyirol, and Uror, is expected to also contribute to households putting less 
area under cultivation than normal. 

As of January, several markets and trade routes have started recovering. The Bor-Twic East-Duk trade route has reopened, 
increasing trade flows within Jonglei. However, poor macroeconomic conditions and fuel shortages continue to limit the volume 
of trade flows. Supplies are also seasonally low due to the ongoing rainy season that is negatively impacting road conditions. As a 
result of low supply and high transportation costs, staple food prices remain high in all markets. On average, the price of a 50 kg 
bag of sorghum increased from 192 SSP in May 2015 to 700 SSP in May 2016, a 265 percent increase. Due to similar conditions, 
markets in Nyirol and Uror, which are supplied from Akobo, are significantly under-stocked and staple food prices remain high.  

Fishing has become a major livelihoods activity for IDPs and poor households in Duk, Ayod, Fangak, and Canal to compensate for 
the loss of other typical food sources. However, lack of access to fishing kits is limiting the capacity of poor households and IDPs to 
substantially increase fishing activities. Most households are fishing for immediate personal consumption and few fish are 
preserved for future consumption or sales.  

Livestock have seasonally returned to homesteads in Ayod, Nyirol, Uror, Canal, Duk, and Fangak as the ongoing rainy season is 
supporting increased availability of water and pasture. The availability of pastures and water resources has improved livestock 
body conditions and livestock productivity, increasing household access to these important food sources.  

Humanitarian assistance to Jonglei has increased significantly in 2016, compared to 2015, as a result of improved security and 
better road conditions during the dry season. In several counties, the presence of humanitarian assistance has improved food 
security outcomes. However, current poor road conditions, non-functioning river transports, and insecurity along transport routes 
are inhibiting the delivery of humanitarian assistance to remote villages in the areas of concern. Limited food aid stocks were 
prepositioned in the counties of concern ahead of the rainy season. 

Assumptions 

In addition to national assumptions above, the projected food security outcomes for Jonglei State are based on the following 
assumptions: 

 The overall security situation is expected to remain stable, with limited to no conflict between the Government and SPLA-
IO. However, insecurity resulting from interethnic clashes and cattle raiding will likely escalate atypically during the wet 
season in Twic East, Duk, Ayod, Uror, and Nyirol as tensions are running high and reprisal attacks are expected. 

 The remainder of the May to September rainy season is forecast to be above average in Duk and Ayod and average in 
Fangak, Canal, Nyirol, and Uror. 

 From June to September, above-average levels of flooding are likely in Duk and Ayod, given the forecast for above-normal 
rainfall. This is expected to negatively impact crop performance and physical road access. 

 Starting in July, the availability of fish is expected to increase to normal levels in Canal, Fangak, Nyirol, and Uror. With above-
average flooding expected in Duk and Ayod, the availability of fish is expected to be higher than usual.  

 Poor macroeconomic conditions and fuel shortages will likely limit trade flows from Bor to Twic East, Duk, Ayod, Fangak, 
and Canal and from Akobo to Uror and Nyirol. As a result, prices for staple foods are likely to remain significantly above 
average and continue to also rise during the rainy season due to seasonal road deterioration.   

 Seasonal income from sale of charcoal, grass, and poles is likely to remain below average throughout the scenario period 
due to low purchasing power among households.  

 It is estimated that 50-60 percent of households in Jonglei State cultivated this year, above the estimated 30 percent last 
year. It is expected the October to January harvest will be below-average, but above last year’s harvest.  

 Pasture and water availability are expected to be average and livestock will be near homesteads throughout the scenario 
period. Households with livestock are expected to have access to livestock products and the market supply of livestock 
products will increase. This will be most significant in Baliet, Ulang, and Nasir, which have high numbers of livestock.  

 Livestock sales resumed as the Ayod-Duk-Twic East-Bor livestock trade route re-opened in January. This is increasing 
income-earing opportunities for livestock-owning households. Income from the sale of livestock is expected to be available 
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throughout the scenario period and the quantities of livestock sold are likely to be above last year’s, although still 
significantly below normal given that the trade route has just resumed. 

 It is expected poor households will typically engage in collection and sale of firewood, charcoal, and grass starting in 
November. However, levels of engagement in this activity, and therefore incomes, are expected to be below average as 
localized insecurity and low household purchasing power will limit the collection and sale of these items.  

 Poor households will collect wild fruits such as lalob and nabag as a source of food and income from November to January. 
Poor households will also hunt during this time period in Uror and Nyirol.  

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes  

Between June and August, as the atypically long lean season continues, the food consumption gap of poor households and IDPs is 
expected to widen. The majority of poor households have already depleted own cereal stocks and access to staple food 
commodities is very low given significantly high prices. The increased availability of livestock products is expected to improve 
consumption starting in July, although food consumption gaps will persist as most poor households only have access to fish and 
wild foods outside of livestock products. It is likely households with livestock will continue selling livestock in order to purchase 
cereals. Although many poor households continue to face difficulty in meeting their basic food and non-food needs, food security 
outcomes in Jonglei are expected to be slightly better than in Unity and Upper Nile States, given that security has enabled greater 
population movement and trade flows. Crisis (IPC Phase 3) acute food insecurity will persist in Duk, Ayod, Canal, Nyirol, Uror, and 
Fangak throughout the lean season as poor households either do not meet their basic food needs, or must sell high levels of 
livestock in order to marginally meet food needs.  

With the arrival of green harvest in September and main harvest in October, food consumption of poor households and IDPs will 
start improving. Fish, wild foods, and livestock products will also be available through January. Poor households are expected to 
sell charcoal, firewood, and grass starting in November, which will increase household income for food purchases. However, gaps 
in food consumption are likely to continue atypically during the harvest, as the harvest is expected to be below average and some 
poor households and IDPs were unable to cultivate. Furthermore, although the availability of fish is expected to be normal, 
localized insecurity will prevent some households from accessing fish, especially in Nyirol and Uror. Crisis (IPC Phase 3) will persist 
in Duk, Ayod, Fangak, Canal, and Nyirol.  

EVENTS THAT MIGHT CHANGE THE OUTLOOK  

Table 1: Possible events over the next eight months that could change the most-likely scenario. 

 

ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT 
To project food security outcomes, FEWS NET develops a set of assumptions about likely events, their effects, and the probable 
responses of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes these assumptions in the context of current conditions and local livelihoods to 
arrive at a most likely scenario for the coming six months. Learn more here. 

Area Event Impact on food security outcomes 

National 

Expansion of the peace 
implementation to include 
other armed 
groups/amnesty.  

Reduction in ongoing sporadic fighting in Greater Equatoria and Western Bahr 
el Ghazal would result in improved security along major trade routes, which 
would improve the commodity supplies in markets in the central and northern 
parts of the country, improving food availability in these areas.  

Failure to implement the 
peace agreement 

Failure to implement the peace agreement would likely result in tensions that 
lead to clashes both in the Greater Upper Nile and parts of Equatoria and 
Western Bahr el Ghazal. This would cause further displacement and disrupt 
livelihoods, markets, and humanitarian assistance deliveries.  

Above normal floods 

Above average rainfall in flood prone areas of Unity, Jonglei, Upper Nile, Lakes, 
Warrap and Northern Bahr el Ghazal States would be expected to cause 
flooding. Although this would result in increased fish availability and better 
pasture, it would also inundate crops and displace populations. Ultimately, 
above-normal flooding would lead to a deterioration in food security.   

http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development
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