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The recent Gu assessment puts this harvest at the third worst in a decade. The severe 
drought has extended to several areas in Somalia, especially in the northwest, 
northeast, central and agro-pastoral regions. Households in these drought-affected 
areas are now in a desperate situation, with inadequate pasture for remaining livestock 
and the collapse of local livelihoods.  It is now estimated that up to 1.2 million people are 
in need of assistance throughout the country to next season April 2005. 

SEASONAL TIMELINE 
 
 

CURRENT HAZARD SUMMARY 
• Gu production (about 125,305 MT), which is 75 percent of the post-war average, makes this the third worst 

season in the post-war period. 

• Clan conflict and insecurity hindered farming activities and prevented livestock from moving to better 
grazing areas. 

• Commodity prices have increased and livestock prices have decreased, negatively affecting terms of trade.  

FOOD SECURITY SUMMARY 
Figure 1: Post-Gu 2004 Critical Areas 
 

Source: FSAU 2004 Post Gu Analysis 

A total of 222,600 people in four areas in Somalia require immediate 
emergency interventions.  These areas are the Sool Plateau and Nugal 
Valley in the northeast, northern Galgadud and south Mudug in the 
central region, and Lower Juba riverine communities and western parts 
of Gedo in the south. (See Figure 1).  Another 447,100 people in areas 
adjacent to these areas require urgent livelihood support to prevent 
them from declining into a state of humanitarian emergency.   
 
The northeast region is suffering the consequences of a three-year 
drought with profound economic and environmental results, leading to 
massive livestock deaths, collapsing livelihoods, and destitution (page 
4).  The central regions are experiencing yet another year of below 
normal rainfall, which, in combination with ongoing civil insecurity, has 
lead to severe food insecurity. North Gedo continues to be an area beset 
with civil insecurity, leading to chronic food insecurity and the highest 
malnutrition rates (at about 37 percent GAM) in Somalia. The Juba 
Valley riverine zone, a chronically food insecure area, is facing severe 
conditions this year after three successive years of crop failure and 
resulting high malnutrition rates of 19.5 percent with crude mortality 
rate of 2.2 per 10,000 per day. 
 
 Both short-term emergency interventions and longer-term strategic 
planning are urgently required. 
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NUTRITIONAL FINDINGS 
 
Results of nutritional surveys in 
Somalia reflect the nature of the 
ongoing humanitarian emergency.  
Particularly worrying are numbers, like 
those found in southern Somalia, of 
over 15 percent Global Acute 
Malnutrition (GAM).  This figure, 
coupled with under-5 child mortality 
rates of over 5/10,000/day, signals an 
extreme crisis. 
 
Similarly, in northern Somalia (Taleex, 
Las Canood, Huddun, Garowe and 
Gardho districts) food insecurity, high 
morbidity, limited access to health care, 
limited access to safe water and a poor 
social care environment for women and 
children are the main factors associated 
with the high levels of malnutrition 
seen in Table 1.   
 
In the southern and central zones, 
causal factors are mainly food 
insecurity, poor water and sanitation 
and a high prevalence of diseases, 
particularly diarrhea, ARI and intestinal 
parasites.  Most of the areas with high 
malnutrition in these zones also 
encounter frequent security incidences 
that hinder monitoring and mitigation 
activities. In central Somalia, acute 
malnutrition rates are above the usual 
range in most of the areas.  Acute 
respiratory infections, worm infestation 
and diarrhea are some of the common 
diseases identified in the health 
facilities and also during the post-Gu 
assessment.  
 
In the southern part of Somalia, 
northern Gedo and Juba areas are 
where the nutritional problems are 
concentrated due to a combination of 
poor production and civil conflict.  The 
population in the southern areas 
generally has access to a more diverse diet with the majority consuming at least three food groups a day.  This is mainly attributed to 
the agro-pastoral livelihood of the dominant population and relief activities.  
 
In northeastern Somalia, the nutritional situation is within a usual range with few exceptional areas like Qardho, Goldogob 
Dangoroyo and Garowe where above normal rates are documented.   
 
 
 

District 

Information 
source: 
- Rapid 
Assessment 
(RA) July 
04 
- Nutrition 
survey (NS)

Total Acute 
Malnutrition 
(Muac < 12.5 
cm or 
oedema) (%) 

Global 
acute 
malnutrit
ion 
(WFH<-2z 
scores or 
oedema) 
(%) 

CMR: 
10,000
/day 

U5MR 
10,000
/day 

NW Somalia     
Sool Plateau 
of Sool & 
Sanaag  

NS, June04; 
n=901* - 13.7 0.86 2.89 

Taleex** RA    n=179 20.7 - 0.55 0.15 
Las 
Canood** RA   n=120 18.3 - 2.2 4 

Huddun** RA   n=60 28.3 - 0 0 
Burao RA   n=281 6.9 - 0.68 1.53 
Owdweyne RA  n=127 9.8 - 0 0 
NE Somalia     
Ishkushban RA  n=257 8% - 0.64 1 
Bander Beyla RA  n=257 8.3 - 1  0 
Eyl RA  n=118 6.0 - 0.92 4.9 
Jariban RA  n=302 8.0 - 1.3 4.6 
Garowe** RA  n=73 24.4 - 0 0 
Gardho** RA  n=333 20.1 - 0.78 1.62 
Galcaio NS  n=906* - 9.7 0.5  
Goldogoob NS  n=906* - 14.2 0.16  
Central Somalia     
Cadaado** RA n=266 27.8 - 3.0 4.7 
Dhusa-
Mareeb** RA n=339 31.6 -   

Beletweyne RA n=904, 
April 04  5 - - - 

Bulo-Burto** RA n=537  16 - 1.7 3.7 
South Somalia     
Wanleweyn RA n=200 12.5 - - - 
Tayeglow RA n=491 6.6 - 1.79 1.84 
Merka RA n=300 7.7 - 0 0 
Afgoye/Qoryo
ley  RA n=150 8.7 - 0 0 

Kurtunwaare
y RA n=100 12 - - - 

Buaale RA n=79 16.6 - - - 
Jilib Riverine 
** NS n=913* - 19.5 2.2 5.4 

Doble RA, n=502 
May 04  3.8 - - - 

Belethawa** RA n=491 37.6 - 3.4 5.2 
Dolow** RA n=460 34.1 - 2.5 4.3 
*  Nutrition surveys in Galcacyo and Goldogob were conducted in April 2004, Jilib 
Riverine survey was done in May 2004 while Sool plateau survey was done in June 
2004 
**  Areas of concern with high malnutrition and/or mortality rates requiring close 
monitoring

Table 1: Nutrition Survey results, Rapid Assessment, July 2004 
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GU RAINFALL 
Figure 2: Percent of normal rainfall April-
July 2004 

 
Source: NOAA/FEWS NET 

Gu 2004 rains were erratic in general and started late in most parts of the country.  
In most of the southern and central regions, Gu 2004 rains were below normal, 
leading to crop failure, poor pasture and limited water availability. Compared to 
the long term average rainfall was extremely poor in Juba and Shabelle Valleys.  
 Rainfall was unevenly distributed over time and space across southern Somalia 
causing severe stress to both rain-fed and irrigated crops during April and May 
2004. June-July rains helped some rainfed lowland areas recover.  Crop recovery, 
in general, was markedly evident on late planted crops (rainfed and irrigated) and 
pasture of the Shabelle Valley, Bay, Hiran and Juba Valley Regions. The effect of 
the June-July rains was more conspicuous on pasture re-growth and regeneration 
than on crops in Lower and Middle Jubba, Hiran and parts of Gedo Region. 
 
The June-July rains saved the Shabelle Valley and Bay regions from complete 
crop failure. Moreover, the coastal rains or Hagai encouraged substantial sesame 
planting thus ensuring an income source for riverine and agro-pastoral 
communities of Shabelle and Juba Valley Regions. Hagai rains are usually limited 
to the coastal areas of Shabelle and Jubba Valley Regions, but 2004 Hagai rains 
were exceptional, reaching further inland to areas of the Shabelle Valley, Bay, 
Hiran and Jubba Valley Regions. Before these Hagai rains, households were 
desperate in the riverine, agro-pastoral and pastoral livelihood areas covering 
almost all of southern Somalia.  The June-July rains brought new hope. 
 
As shown in Figure 2, rains were significantly higher than normal in some pockets 
in the north, attracting huge livestock in-migration from surrounding drought-
affected areas, and resulting in over grazing and early depletion of resources.  

RESULTING CROP PRODUCTION & MARKET CONDITIONS 
In addition to poor rainfall, an inefficient irrigation infrastructure, 
mismanagement of irrigation water sharing, pests, and insecurity during 
the 2004 Gu all contributed to a poor production year. As a result, the 
southern agricultural areas are experiencing one of the three worst cereal 
production years since 1995, with total cereal production of 125,305 MT, 
only 75 percent of the post war average. (See Figure 3).  Gu agricultural 
production is critical in Somalia’s annual food supply as it constitutes 75-
80 percent of annual production in normal years. 
 
In ten of the southern districts, Gu 2004 crop production is 20 percent of 
the post-war average (See Figure 3).  These ten districts are in Juba, Gedo, 
Bakool, and Bay Region (the sorghum basket of Somalia). June-July rains 
restored hope for some cereal producers and encouraged sesame planting 
across southern Somalia, but other crops had already reached irreversible 
wilting points after a 45-day dry spell.  The land under sesame, one of the 
most important cash crops produced in southern Somalia, and in particular 
in the Sabelle Valley, increased by 25 percent compared to last year, 
spurred on by high demand from Gulf countries, and the subsequent high 
price. The total estimated sesame production for this Gu season is 10,130 
MT. 
 
Cereal prices in US$ terms have, in general, increased significantly across 
the country since the beginning of this year. Figure 4 shows the US$ price 
trends for relevant cereals and markets across the country since 1995, 
highlighting, in particular, the fact that cereal prices in the south did not 
drop as they normally would around the Gu harvest due to the poor harvest 
this season.   
 

Figure 3: Crop production compared to post-war 

Source: FSAU Post Gu Analysis 
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The bulk of cereal production of Southern Somalia is expected to enter into markets at the end of August 2004. The current high 
prices of cereal (4500-5000 Ssh/Kg) are expected to decline 50 percent during the months of September-October-November 2004, 
increasing thereafter until the Deyr 2004/05 harvest. 

 
 

 

SPECIAL FOCUS: THE NORTHEAST PASTORAL CRISIS 
The northeast region is experiencing a three-year drought and a profound environmental crisis, which is leading to 
massive livestock deaths, collapsing livelihoods, and destitution. The drought has devastated the livestock sector, 
which is the main livelihood base for the region’s population. Livestock productivity and value has declined to 
unprecedented levels, undermining the sole sources of food for pastoralist households: purchased grain (from 
livestock sales) and milk.  People living in the Nugal valley and Sool Plateau livelihood zones are no longer able to 
meet their daily energy requirements, and are increasingly at risk of starvation.  The deaths of pack animals, 
which used to carry water long distances, and the exorbitant price of tankered water has increased the 
indebtedness of remaining families. 
  
The recent Gu assessment found astounding rates of livestock mortality: 90 percent of the pack animals, 80 
percent of camels, and 60 percent of shoats (sheep and goats) have died, leading to a reduction in herd size for 
most of the families to well below sustainable levels. Similarly, drought has reduced employment and self-
employment opportunities since the number of people seeking these options increased beyond the local capacity to 
absorb the supply of labor and services. 
 
What appears to be at stake is the entire pastoralist livelihood system in this area.  With livestock herds 
decimated, even better off households have nothing to share, undermining traditional community support systems 
which used to help poorer pastoralists through bad years.    
 
Consequently levels of destitution, migration to urban centers and family splitting have reached alarming levels.  
Aid agencies have attempted to assist through ongoing interventions, include the distribution of relief food, cash 
for work programs, water trucking, veterinary services, supplementary feeding program and health provision by 
UN and International NGOs. However the Humanitarian Response Group of the Somali Aid Coordination Body 
(SACB) has concluded that these interventions are inadequate and appealed for more aid to prevent famine. 
Increased short-term emergency interventions and longer-term strategic planning are therefore urgently required. 
 
 
 
 

Prices normally start 
dropping in July, 
after the Gu harvest. 
   
This year they are 
still rising in most 
areas. 

Figure 4: Price trends: January 1998 – July 2004 


