
 

SENEGAL 
Monthly Food Security Update 

DECEMBER 2006 

ALERT LEVEL: 
NO ALERT 

WATCH 
WARNING 

EMERGENCY 
 
Summary  
 
Provisional grain production for Senegal’s 2006/07 agricultural season is estimated at 1,958,797 metric tons (MT), down 
24 percent from the 2005/06 production season and 6 percent below the five-year average.  With a projected population 
of 11,650,182 inhabitants at the end of April of 2007, grain consumption needs are estimated at 2,147,682 MT this year, 
leaving a grain deficit of 188,885 MT after expected imports, exports and aid.  Production shortfalls were also noted for 
groundnuts, an important cash crop in Senegal.   
 
Grain prices are generally stable across the country, with reports of higher prices in urban areas (Dakar, Fatick, Kaolack 
and Tambacounda).   
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DRY SEASON: Seasonal migration by livestock, vegetable-growing 
season, off-season crops, flood-recession crops, mass rural-urban 

migration 

 
Current hazards summary 
 

• The household food situation has visibly improved.  However, large expenditures for year-end holidays, such as 
Tabaski (the Muslim Feast of Sacrifice), could pose a problem for household incomes later in the year. 

• Damage to crops from grain-eating birds in the Senegal River Valley caused shortfalls in rice production and could 
jeopardize local households’ food security. 

• Herders and their families in northern pastoral areas are currently facing problems with brush fires, which 
jeopardizing local pasture availability and may threaten livestock health. 

 

 
Projected grain and groundnut shortfalls and the invasion of irrigated farming areas of the Senegal River Valley by grain-
eating birds could undermine household food security for households in structurally deficient areas of northern Senegal.   
 
The provisional grain balance sheet for Senegal, drawn up in November, shows a net grain deficit of 188,885 MT after 
imports, with per capita grain availability estimated at 93 kg.  The provisional grain balance sheet also reveals the 
following:  
 

• Domestic availability, including net nationwide production (889,998 MT) and inventories (146,344 MT), is 
calculated at 1,036,342 MT, which covers 48.25 percent of the estimated 2,147,682 MT of grain needs.  
This leaves a gross deficit before imports of 1,111,340 MT.   

• Imports are estimated to be 922,455 MT (908,400 MT of commercial imports and 14,055 MT of food aid), 
including 614,055 MT of rice, 295,400 MT of wheat and 13,000 MT of maize. 

 
 

Food security conditions 

Harvest Harvest 

Start-up of the 2006/2007 growing season Beginning of 
brush fires Weeding – Field clean-up 

Land preparation Sowing 
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Markets 

Market supplies of locally grown grains have 
remained stable through December, 
particularly in the northern part of the country.  
However, households’ and traders’ stock-
replenishing activities, which are normal at this 
time of year, and sales of groundnut crops to 
new oil mills could decrease market grain 
supplies, as farmers prefer to sell their cash 
crops (groundnuts), which bring in much more 
cash income.   

Table 1: Projected 2006/2007 grain balance sheet from 11/1/2006 to 
10/31/2007 (as of 11/16/2006) 
ITEMS COARSE GRAINS 

  (metric tons) 
I – NET NATIONWIDE PRODUCTION  889,998
II – AVAILABLE INVENTORIES 146,344
III – FOOD AID 14,055
IV – COMMERCIAL IMPORTS 908,400
TOTAL (A) = (1+2+3+4) 1,958797

 V – END-OF-SEASON INVENTORIES 82,123
On average, there has been little movement in 
prices for locally grown grain crops (millet, 
sorghum and maize) since November, though 
prices have increased on urban markets in 
Dakar, Fatick, Kaolack and Tambacounda and 
are higher than some market prices (Dakar, 
Kaolack, Tambacounda and Ziguinchor) in 
December 2005 (Figure 1).   

VI – HUMAN CONSUMPTION 2,065,569
TOTAL (B) = (5+6) 2,147,682
 SURPLUS (+) / DEFICIT (-) = (A) - (B) - 188,885

 
Source: Senegalese Ministry of Agriculture, Biofuel and Food Security / 

Analysis, Forecasting and Statistics Office / Agricultural Statistics Division 
 

Figure 1: Trends in average retail prices for millet in regional capitals 
(as of December 14, 2006)  
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The reported downward trend in prices on 
other urban markets, including Diourbel, 
Louga, St. Louis and Ziguinchor) continued 
into December.  Prices in the central part of 
the country (Diourbel, Fatick, Kaolack and 
Louga regions) remain below the average for 
2001-2005, while prices are up in other 
regions, such as Tambacounda, where prices 
have increased over 27 percent. 
 
A comparison of November and December 
rural market prices shows a more than 8 
percent decrease in Bambey and an 11 
percent increase in Ourossogui.  Prices on 
other markets show virtually no change 
(Figure 2).  Prices are down from December of 
last year on all rural markets with the 
exception of Ourossogui (+33 percent) and 
Bignona (+6 percent), and all remain below 
the five-year average. 

Source of data: CSA (Food Security Commission) / SIM (Market Information System); 
Graphic by FEWS NET 

Figure 2: Trends in average retail prices for millet on rural markets (as 
of December 14, 2006)  
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Outlook  
 
With the start-up of marketing activities for 
cash crops (groundnuts and cotton), grain 
supplies are likely to dwindle, causing cereal 
prices to inch upwards.   
 
FEWS NET Senegal recommends stepping up 
control programs for brush fires and grain-
eating birds in rice-growing areas to limit crop 
losses. 
 
 
 

 
Source of data: CSA (Food Security Commission) / SIM (Market Information System); 

Graphic by FEWS NET 


