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KEY MESSAGES  

 The performance of the 2015/16 rainy season was 
among the worst in 30 years for many countries in 
Southern Africa. This was the second consecutive season 
of below average maize production (Figure 1). Already 
thin market supplies and high prices are expected to 
persist (Figure 2), with implications for current and 
projected food availability and food access.  

 Every country in the region is expected to have a deficit 
during the 2016/17 marketing year (MY), except Zambia 
and Tanzania. South Africa, the main regional maize 
exporter, will have a deficit. Zambia, which played an 
important regional role during the 2015/16 marketing 
year, has limited volumes of exportable surpluses. 
Tanzania is expected to export the majority of its maize 
surpluses to neighboring countries in East Africa. As 
regional maize production is not adequate to meet 
requirements, large and atypical supply gaps are 
anticipated.  

 Prices are expected to increase atypically as the lean 
season approaches and be more variable than usual, due 
to atypically thin markets region-wide. Maize prices are 
expected to remain well above average throughout the 
2016/17 marketing year (Figure 2).  

 Market monitoring should focus on the volumes and 
distribution of international imports (Annex 1), 
government interventions, and food assistance 
programming and maize prices. Export parity prices and 
export volumes from South Africa and Zambia should 
also be monitored closely. 

 Opportunities for local and regional procurement of 
maize for in-kind assistance programs are limited. The 
design of cash and voucher programs should take into 
consideration the very thin markets and resulting high 
and variable prices anticipated over the remainder of the 
2016/17 marketing year. 

Figure 1.Regional maize supply estimates (000s MT) 

 
Source: FEWS NET estimates. 

Note: Includes both white and yellow maize. 

Figure 2. Maize production status and prices 

 
Source: FEWS NET estimates.  
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ABOUT THIS REPORT 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) monitors trends in staple food supply and price trends in countries at risk of food insecurity. 
The Regional Supply and Market Outlook report provides a summary of regional staple food availability, surpluses and deficits during the current 
marketing year, projected price behavior, implications for local and regional commodity procurement, and essential market monitoring indicators. FEWS 

NET gratefully acknowledges partner organizations, national ministries of agriculture, national market information systems, regional organizations, and 
others for their assistance in providing the harvest estimates, commodity balance sheets, as well as trade and price data used in this report. To learn 
more about typical market conditions in Southern Africa, readers are invited to explore the Southern Africa regional maize market fundamentals report.  
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CURRENT MAIZE SUPPLY AND PRICES 

 Regional maize harvests for the current (2016/17) 
marketing year are estimated to be over 20 percent 
below average due to the El Niño-induced drought 
during the 2015/16 production year.1 Countries 
with significantly below-average production for a 
second year in a row (25 percent or more) include 
structurally-deficit Zimbabwe, Botswana, Lesotho, 
and Swaziland, and self-sufficient Malawi (Annex 2). 

 Production in South Africa, the region’s largest 
producer and exporter, was over 4 million MT less 
than average (30 percent lower), with important 
implications for regional supply and trade prospects 
(Annex 2). Opening stocks in South Africa for the 
current marketing year are above average due to 
substantial imports from stable international maize 
markets. Imports to the region via South Africa 
during the 2015/16 marketing year helped offset 
very large and atypical regional deficits (Table 1).  

  Zambia (another important regional exporter) had 
average production, but well-below average 
opening stocks due to very strong regional export 
demand during the previous (2015/16) marketing 
year as a result of poor regional growing conditions. Maize supply in Tanzania, which trades with Zambia, Malawi, and 
the DRC (especially Katanga province), as well as Eastern Africa, is expected to be average. The 2016 harvests to date are 
near average and augmented by well above average opening stocks.2 Relatively high prices in Kenya continue to orient 
Tanzanian exports toward East Africa (Figure 3). 

 Evidence of persistent regional maize deficits and thin market supplies are reflected in prices. Current maize prices are 
above 2015 and average levels across the region, even in countries that had average harvests this year (Zambia and in 
Southern Tanzania). In Malawi, South Africa, and Mozambique, maize prices increased during the harvest and post-
harvest periods, when prices typically decline. 

 Regional aggregate carry-over stocks (another important source of supply) from the previous marketing year are above 
average, but well below the opening stock levels of the previous marketing year. Opening stocks are, however, not large 
enough to offset or fill this year’s supply gap. 

 Compounding the effects of regional staple food shortages and very high prices is poor macroeconomic performance 
(Figure 4). This has been driven by low export earnings due to relatively low global commodity prices and low 
international demand (Figure 5) and has been one of the drivers behind the recent depreciation of many regional 
currencies. Low volumes of foreign reserves and depreciating local currencies have made it more costly and difficult to 
draw on stable and well-supplied international markets to fill requirements. These trends are not expected to reverse 
during the current marketing year as they are driven, in part, by structural characteristics of Southern African economies.  

                                                           
1 This report considers maize production and markets in Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia, and Zimbabwe (countries monitored by 
FEWS NET in Southern Africa) as well as South Africa, Botswana, Namibia, and Swaziland in regional aggregates. Angola, Madagascar, 
Mauritius and Seychelles are not strongly integrated with markets in Southern Africa and do not have a significant effect on market 
dynamics of the region. They are therefore not included in aggregate regional calculations or statements. Tanzania and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC) are mentioned in the report and included in the Annexes showing country-specific trends, but are not 
included in the regional aggregates. Including Tanzania reduces the regional deficits while including the DRC increases the regional deficit 
even further. 
2 Masika harvests in Tanzania will take place in August and September.    

Table 1. Maize trade volumes (April – May, MT)  
 

Country Trade flow 2016 2015 5-yr avg 

South Africa Import 519,472 163,588 N/A 

South Africa Export 135,725 98,776 97,891 

Zambia Export 15,838 69, 519 64,787 
 

Source: SAGIS and Zambia CSO. 

Note: South Africa imported maize from international markets for the first time since 
2008 during the 2015/16 marketing year.  

 

Figure 3. June 2016 average maize prices (USD/kg) 

 
Source: FEWS NET estimates. 
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PROJECTED MAIZE MARKET TRENDS FOR 2016/17  

Regional trends 

 Southern Africa is estimated to have a regional maize deficit of approximately 6 million MT for the 2016/17 marketing 
year (Table 2). 3 This deficit does not include Tanzania in regional estimates, as Tanzania is not expected to make 
important contributions to regional supply based on recent trade flow patterns, current demand structure, and price 
differentials and marketing costs between Tanzania, the Greater Horn of Africa, and Southern Africa (Figure 3).  

 Given below-average net supplies in South Africa and Zambia and very large and atypical deficits in Malawi and 
Mozambique, flows from within the region will not be adequate to fill the deficits (Figure 6). It is not clear how remaining 
supply gaps will be filled over the 2016/17 marketing year. In order to adequately cover requirements, maize imports 
from international markets will be required and some imports are already planned (Table 3). Based on existing 
infrastructure capacity, South Africa is the most likely point of entry for those imports (WFP Southern Africa El Niño 
Preparedness Regional Supply Chain Assessment March 2016). However, FEWS NET estimates of maize import volumes 
planned as of July 30th, 2016 will cover only a fraction of the estimated regional supply gap.  

Table 2. Southern Africa regional maize (white and yellow) supply projections for MY 2016/17 (000s MT) 
  2015/16  2016/17 5-year 

average 

2011/12 - 

2015/16 

% change 

over 

one year 

% change 

over 

5 year 

average 

Change 

one year 

Change 

5 year 

average 

Harvest 18,653 14,903 21,904 -20%  -32%  ▼ ▼ 

Opening Stocks 4,593 3,443 2,979 -25%  16%  ▼ ▲ 

Supply 23,246 18,346 24,883 -21%  -26%  ▼ ▼ 

Requirements 21,796 22,236 20,699 2%  7%  ► ► 

SGR Carry over 2,208 2,096 2,071 -5%  1%  ► ► 

Net Supply -759 -5,986 2,110 -    -    - - 

Self sufficiency 97% 75% 109% -22%  -31%  ▼ ▼ 

Source: FEWS NET estiamtes based on SAGIS, SADC, ACTESA, and Ministry of Agriculture data 

Note: In this table,  ► denotes less than or equal to 10 percent change; ▲ denotes greater than 10 percent increase; ▼ denotes 
greater than 10 percent decrease. 

                                                           
3 National maize requirements are calculated from estimates of domestic requirements and SGR stocks, informed by partners and 
governmental ministries. Net supply estimated are calculated as the difference between domestic supply  (harvests and opening stocks) 
and national requirements. Positive net supply is considered an exportable surplus, negative net supply is considered a supply gap that 
needs to be filled through imports. 

Figure 4. June 2016 exchange rates versus historical values  Figure 5. Annual mineral export earnings (Millions USD) 

 

 

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on Oanda.com data. 

Note: As of July 2016, Zimbabwe still uses a multicurrency system, 
including the USD and ZAR.  

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on UN Comtrade data. 

Notes: These export earning estimates include aluminum, copper, and 
diamonds.  
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 Maize prices are expected to remain high and 
variable region-wide, and above their 
respective 2015 and five-year averages, 
reflecting the regional supply deficit and 
atypically thin markets. High prices in the 
region’s exporting countries are likely to be 
transmitted to countries experiencing deficits. 
Current weather forecasts indicate La Niña 
conditions are likely for the next growing 
season, which could improve the regional 
supply context. However, those harvests will 
only begin in April 2017. Given these 
uncertainties and already thin and variable 
markets, prices are expected increase more 
than they typically do during the peak of the 
lean season, between January and March 
2017.  

Country-specific trends 

 Supplies in every country in the region except 
Zambia and Tanzania are estimated to be 
insufficient to cover their respective national 
requirements for 2016/17 marketing year.  

 The estimated surplus quantities (net supply) 
in Zambia and Tanzania this year are marginal 
and well below their respective average levels. 
Prices in South Africa and Zambia are expected 
to remain above their respective 2015 and five-
year average levels in nominal terms. However, 
export parity prices are expected remain 
relatively low in Zambia due to the recent 
depreciation of the ZMW (Figure 7). Exportable 
surpluses from Zambia will only be readily 
available once the export restrictions currently 
in place are lifted (currently scheduled for 
October 2016). 

 Zimbabwe, Malawi, and Mozambique are 
expected to have significant and atypical maize 
deficits this year. Although Zimbabwe is a 
structurally deficit country, this year’s national 
maize deficit of 1.7 million MT is more than 
double the five-year average levels. Malawi, a 
typically a maize self-sufficient country, has a 
projected maize deficit this year of 
approximately 900,000 MT, marking the 
second year in a row the country has had a 
national-level deficit. Mozambique’s maize 
deficit will be nearly 500,000 MT greater than 
average.  

 Prices are expected to be especially high and 
variable across the region, particularly in the 
southern regions of Zimbabwe, Malawi, and 
Mozambique (Figure 8 and Figure 9). In Harare, 

Table 3. Estimated maize supply gap for 2016/17 and planned 

imports as of July 30, 2016 (000s MT)  
 

Average 

supply gap 

2016/17 

supply gap 

Planned imports 

as of July 29, 

2016 

Malawi 0 953 400 

Mozambique 318 808 171 

South Africa 0 2,394 2,600 

Zimbabwe 507 1,748 1,100 
 

 
Source: FEWS NET estiamtes based on SAGIS, SADC, Grain Millers Association of 

Zimbabwe, and Ministry of Agriculture data.  
 

Figure 6. Atypical projected 2016/17 maize trade flows 
 

 
Source: FEWS NET estimates. 

 

Figure 7. Maize reference market prices in Southern Africa (2015-

2016), USD/kg 

 
Source: FEWS NET estimates 

Note: Prices in Zambia are similar to those in Tanzania in June 2016. 
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the capital and a key reference markets in Zimbabwe, prices are expected to remain above average given the scarcity of 
maize grain market supplies during the post-harvest period. Maize grain is not likely to be available on markets at the 
start of the marketing year and households in that particular area will only have access to maize meal sourced from 
elsewhere in the country and region. This was also the case during the 2012/13 and 2015/16 marketing years.  

 The extent to which imports of maize from international markets at relatively low and stable prices (Figure 7) help to 
offset the effects of poor regional production and thin markets will depend on many factors, including the depreciation 
of local currencies vis-à-vis the USD. 

 

Figure 8. Maize price projections in structurally-surplus areas July 2016- March 2017 

 

Randfontein/SAFEX (South Africa) Lusaka (Zambia) 

  

Figure 9. Maize price projections in structurally-deficit areas July 2016- March 2017 

 

Harare (Zimbabwe) Nsanje (Malawi) 

  
 

Chokwé (Mozambique) 

 

Tete (Mozambique) 

  
Source: FEWS NET estimates. 
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EVENTS THAT COULD CHANGE THE OUTLOOK  

Based on the estimated available supplies in the region and expected regional market trends, the region is expected to 
experience significantly high prices over the remainder of the 2016/17 marketing year. This applies to both the prices of maize 
grain and substitute crops. However, there are two main factors could potentially increase supplies and moderate prices.  

MARKET MONITORING INDICATORS FOR 2015/16 MARKETING YEAR 

Based on the projected maize availability, prices over the 2016/17 marketing year, and the current high level of uncertainty 
regarding the evolution of those dynamics, a number of key indicators are recommended for ongoing monitoring.  

 

 Factor Justification 

Su
p

p
ly

 s
id

e 

International imports 

Currently, international maize prices are stable at below average levels and 
supplies are very high, creating an opportunity for imports by South Africa and 
other countries. South Africa and Zimbabwe have already started importing 
white maize from international markets. Imports of rice and wheat from 
international markets may also help fill regional supply gaps.  

D
em

an
d

si
d

e
 Decrease in national 

strategic grain reserve 
requirements 

A decrease in the quantity that governments retain for the strategic grain 
reserves could allow for more of the maize supply to reach or remain on 
markets. However, the quantities set aside this year are not atypically large 
by any means.  

Indicator Justification 

SGR purchases 

Purchases by national SGR have the potential to affect market behavior significantly. 
Purchases have not officially started across Southern Africa, but purchase quantities and 
prices should be monitored closely. 

International maize 
grain imports 

FEWS NET expects imports from international markets will play an important role in assuring 
adequate maize supply over the 2016/17 marketing year. In particular, South Africa and 
Zimbabwe will continue to import from international markets, but others as well.  

Regional maize trade 
flows 

Regional maize grain and maize meal export (private sector and government; formal and 
informal) volumes from Zambia and South Africa will partially fill maize deficits within the 
region and should be monitored closely 

For Tanzania, trade flows to East Africa (especially Kenya) and bilateral agreements with 
governments in Southern Africa (Malawi in particular) should be monitored closely.  

In southern Malawi, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, and the BLNS countries, imports are expected 
to be important sources of additional supplies to fill the national gap. Mainly, formal imports 
from Zambia, South Africa, Tanzania, and international markets are important to monitor.  
 
The status and implications of any barriers to maize trade (through trade restrictions/bans) 
should be monitored closely. 

Currency fluctuations 

Ongoing depreciation of currencies throughout the region vis-à-vis the USD may impact 
import and export parity prices.  

The broader macroeconomic context in Zimbabwe, Malawi, and Mozambique in particular 
may influence the availability of cash to purchase grain on international markets to fill 
existing supply gaps. The introduction of the new bond notes in Zimbabwe are unlikely to 
change this situation in the short term, but those impacts (if any) should be monitored. 

The depreciation of local currencies and local trends in labor wage levels is also contributing 
to a further decline in household purchasing power. These impacts should therefore be 
monitored closely. 



REGIONAL SUPPLY AND MARKET OUTLOOK August 2016 

 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 7 

 

Indicator Justification 

Food assistance 

In-kind food assistance and sales of government stocks (possibly through subsidized sales) may 
help fill import gaps and improve food availability and access. 
 
On the other hand, widespread use of market-based assistance programs may put additional 
pressure on markets and should be monitored closely.  

La Niña impacts on 

growing conditions for 

2016/17 production 

year 

There is currently a lot of uncertainty about the projected impacts of La Niña conditions on 

rainfall in Southern Africa. Should it result in more favorable growing conditions, it could 

potentially provide early green maize harvests in some countries. However, La Niña conditions 

could also result flooding in several countries and should therefore be monitored closely.  

Insecurity 

The status of market and trade activities (specifically food availability and access) should be 

monitored closely in areas impacted by the ongoing political-military conflict in Mozambique 

and instances of insecurity in Zimbabwe 
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Annex 1. La Niña and Global Cereal Supplies 

   Global commodity markets are currently well 
supplied with rice, wheat and maize (Figure 12). 
Grain prices rose steadily in the first half of 2016 but 
remain well below their five-year average levels 
(Figure 13), as do global fuel prices. Maize and rice 
prices are above 2015 levels while wheat prices are 
lower. As a result, regional prices in Southern Africa 
for imported rice and wheat have been relatively 
low and stable, except in countries experiencing 
major macroeconomic shocks (Mozambique). 
Drought reduced production has led to higher 
regional maize prices relative to respective 2015 and 
five-year average levels. 

 Current La Niña weather patterns are expected to 

contribute to above average rainfall and some 
flooding during the October to February planting 
season in Southern Africa (Figure 14). However, 
given that global commodity markets are currently 
well supplied, carryover stocks in these countries, as 
well as exports from other key international players 
such as the US and India, are expected to buffer the 
effects of expected cereal shortfalls within the 
region.  

 Global commodity prices are projected to fall in 
2016/17, although it will be a less steep decline 
compared to earlier projections. More generally, 
global commodity prices will likely remain below 
their respective 2015 and five-year average levels, 
providing favorable import conditions for most 
Southern African countries. 

 FEWS NET will continue to monitor the global 
commodity situation in the coming months as global 
2017 commodity supply estimates by the USDA, 
International Grains Council (ICG), the FAO, and 
AMIS are updated.  

Figure 12. Global Market Indicators, 2016/17 compared to 

2011-2015 average 

 
Source: Authors’ calculations based on USDA, 2016.  

 

Figure 13. Global Commodity prices (USD/MT) 2010-2016 

 
Source: Authors’ calculations based on USDA, 2016 and World Bank, 2016. 

 

Figure 14. Forecast La Niña impacts, May 2016-April 2017 

 
Source: FEWS NET. 
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Annex 2. Southern Africa Maize Supply Projections for MY 2016/17 (000s MT)4 

Country Item   2015/16 
 

2016/17 

5-year 
average 

2011/12 - 
2015/16 

% change 
over 

one year 

% change 
over 

5 year 
average 

Change 
one year 

Change 5 
year 

average 

Botswana Harvest 15 4 22 -74%  -82%  ▼ ▼ 
Botswana Opening Stocks 3 1 7 -67%  -85%  ▼ ▼ 
Botswana Supply 18 5 29 -73%  -83%  ▼ ▼ 
Botswana Requirements 216 308 200 42%  54%  ▲ ▲ 
Botswana SGR Carry over 40 40 39 0%  2%  ► ► 
Botswana Net Supply -238 -343 -212 -    -    - - 
Botswana Self sufficiency 7% 1% 12% -80%   -88%  ▼ ▼ 
DRC - Katanga Harvest 855 599 855 -30%  -30%  ▼ ▼ 
DRC - Katanga Opening Stocks 0 0 0 #N/A  #N/A  - - 

DRC - Katanga Supply 855 599 855 -30%  -30%  ▼ ▼ 
DRC - Katanga Requirements 2,850 2,850 2,850 0%  0%  ► ► 
DRC - Katanga SGR Carry over 0 0 0 #N/A  #N/A  - - 
DRC - Katanga Net Supply -1,995 -2,252 -1,995 -     -     - - 
DRC - Katanga Self sufficiency 30% 21% 30% -30%   -30%  ▼ ▼ 
Lesotho Harvest 74 25 72 -66%  -65%  ▼ ▼ 
Lesotho Opening Stocks 43 22 26 -49%  -16%  ▼ ▼ 
Lesotho Supply 117 47 99 -60%  -52%  ▼ ▼ 
Lesotho Requirements 247 253 252 3%  0%  ► ► 
Lesotho SGR Carry over 2 2 2 0%  0%  ► ► 
Lesotho Net Supply -132 -208 -155 -     -     - - 
Lesotho Self sufficiency 47% 18% 39% -61%   -53%  ▼ ▼ 
Madagascar Harvest 329 301 381 -9%  -21%  ► ▼ 
Madagascar Opening Stocks 0 0 0 #N/A  #N/A  - - 

Madagascar Supply 329 301 381 -9%  -21%  ► ▼ 
Madagascar Requirements 404 364 415 -10%  -12%  ► ▼ 
Madagascar SGR Carry over 0 0 0 #N/A  #N/A  - - 

Madagascar Net Supply -75 -63 -34 -     -     - - 

Madagascar Self sufficiency 81% 83% 92% 2%   -10%  ► ► 
Malawi Harvest 2,418 2,122 3,501 -12%  -39%  ▼ ▼ 
Malawi Opening Stocks 67 21 63 -69%  -67%  ▼ ▼ 
Malawi Supply 2,485 2,143 3,564 -14%  -40%  ▼ ▼ 
Malawi Requirements 2,731 2,813 2,961 3%  -5%  ► ► 
Malawi SGR Carry over 115 283 118 146%  140%  ▲ ▲ 
Malawi Net Supply -361 -953 485 -     -     - - 
Malawi Self sufficiency 87% 69% 116% -21%   -40%  ▼ ▼ 

  

                                                           
4  Data for the 2016/17 marketing year (MY 2016/17) are FEWS NET estimates as of July 30th, 2016;  ►  denotes less than or equal to 10 

percent change; ▲ denotes greater than 10 percent increase; ▼ denotes greater than 10 percent decrease. 
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Country Item  
 

2015/16  2016/17 

5-year 
average 

2011/12 - 
2015/16 

% change 
over 

one year 

% change 
over 

5 year 
average 

Change 
one year 

Change 5 
year 

average 

Mozambique Harvest 1,745 1,435 1,718 -18%  -16%  ▼ ▼ 
Mozambique Opening Stocks 393 97 186 -75%  -48%  ▼ ▼ 
Mozambique Supply 2,138 1,532 1,904 -28%  -20%  ▼ ▼ 
Mozambique Requirements 2,330 2,330 2,212 0%  5%  ► ► 
Mozambique SGR Carry over 10 10 10 0%  0%  ► ► 
Mozambique Net Supply -202 -808 -318 -     -     - - 
Mozambique Self sufficiency 91% 65% 86% -28%   -24%  ▼ ▼ 
Namibia Harvest 38 77 57 102%  34%  ▲ ▲ 
Namibia Opening Stocks 17 0 12 -100%  -100%  ▼ ▼ 
Namibia Supply 55 77 69 41%  11%  ▲ ▲ 
Namibia Requirements 163 163 159 0%  3%  ► ► 
Namibia SGR Carry over 10 10 10 0%  0%  ► ► 
Namibia Net Supply -118 -96 -100 -     -     - - 

Namibia Self sufficiency 32% 45% 41% 40%   9%  ▲ ► 
South Africa Harvest 10,909 7,834 12,487 -28%  -37%  ▼ ▼ 
South Africa Opening Stocks 2,074 2,475 1,482 19%  67%  ▲ ▲ 
South Africa Supply 12,983 10,309 13,969 -21%  -26%  ▼ ▼ 
South Africa Requirements 11,596 11,453 11,011 -1%  4%  ► ► 
South Africa SGR Carry over 1,264 1,251 1,169 -1%  7%  ► ► 
South Africa Net Supply 123 -2,395 1,789 -     -     - - 

South Africa Self sufficiency 101% 81% 115% -20%   -29%  ▼ ▼ 
Swaziland Harvest 94 33 87 -65%  -62%  ▼ ▼ 
Swaziland Opening Stocks 3 9 1 221%  667%  ▲ ▲ 
Swaziland Supply 96 42 89 -56%  -53%  ▼ ▼ 
Swaziland Requirements 147 157 114 7%  38%  ► ▲ 
Swaziland SGR Carry over 12 0 2 -100%  -100%  ▼ ▼ 
Swaziland Net Supply -63 -115 -27 -     -     - - 
Swaziland Self sufficiency 60% 27% 77% -56%   -65%  ▼ ▼ 
Tanzania Harvest 6,000 5,500 5,508 -8%  0%  ► ► 
Tanzania Opening Stocks 1,275 1,330 917 4%  45%  ► ▲ 
Tanzania Supply 7,275 6,830 6,425 -6%  6%  ► ► 
Tanzania Requirements 5,550 5,100 5,140 -8%  -1%  ► ► 
Tanzania SGR Carry over 450 450 150 0%  200%  ► ▲ 
Tanzania Net Supply 1,275 1,280 1,165 -     -     - - 
Tanzania Self sufficiency 121% 123% 121% 1%   1%  ► ► 
Zambia Harvest 2,618 2,873 2,875 10%  0%  ► ► 
Zambia Opening Stocks 1,345 668 803 -50%  -17%  ▼ ▼ 
Zambia Supply 3,963 3,541 3,678 -11%  -4%  ▼ ► 
Zambia Requirements 2,587 2,406 2,023 -7%  19%  ► ▲ 
Zambia SGR Carry over 500 500 500 0%  0%  ► ► 
Zambia Net Supply 877 635 1,155 -     -     - - 
Zambia Self sufficiency 128% 122% 146% -5%   -16%  ► ▼ 
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Country Item  
 

2015/16  2016/17 

5-year 
average 

2011/12 - 
2015/16 

% change 
over 

one year 

% change 
over 

5 year 
average 

Change 
one year 

Change 5 
year 

average 

Zimbabwe Harvest 742 500 1,083 -33%  -54%  ▼ ▼ 
Zimbabwe Opening Stocks 648 105 398 -77%  -62%  ▼ ▼ 
Zimbabwe Supply 1,390 605 1,482 -53%  -56%  ▼ ▼ 
Zimbabwe Requirements 1,780 2,353 1,767 32%  33%  ▲ ▲ 
Zimbabwe SGR Carry over 255 0 221 -100%  -100%  ▼ ▼ 
Zimbabwe Net Supply -645 -1,748 -507 -     -     - - 
Zimbabwe Self sufficiency 68% 26% 75% -62%   -65%  ▼ ▼ 
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Annex 3. Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, and Swaziland combined maize supply projections for MY 

2016/17 (000s MT)5 

Item   2015/16  2016/17 

5-year average 
2011/12 - 
2015/16 

% change 
over 

one year 

% change over 
5 year 

average 

Change 
one 
year 

Change 5 
year 

average 

Harvest 221 139 239 -37%  -42%  ▼ ▼ 

Opening Stocks 66 32 46 -51%  -31%  ▼ ▼ 
Supply 286 171 285 -40%  -40%  ▼ ▼ 
Requirements 773 881 725 14%  22%  ▲ ▲ 
SGR Carry over 64 52 53 -19%  -3%  ▼ ► 
Net Supply -550 -762 -495 -     -     - - 
Self sufficiency 37% 19% 39% -48%  -51%  ▼ ▼ 

 
 

Annex 4. Southern Africa Regional white maize supply projections for MY 2016/17 (000s MT)6 

Item   2015/16  2016/17 

5-year average 
2011/12 - 
2015/16 

% change 
over 

one year 

% change over 
5 year 

average 

Change 
one 
year 

Change 5 
year 

average 

Harvest 13,091 10,608 16,109 -19%  -34%  ▼ ▼ 

Opening Stocks 3,802 2,277 2,385 -40%  -5%  ▼ ► 
Supply 16,893 12,885 18,494 -24%  -30%  ▼ ▼ 
Requirements 15,066 15,583 15,396 3%  1%  ► ► 
SGR Carry over 1,477 1,377 1,529 -7%  -10%  ► ► 
Net Supply 349 -4,075 1,567 -     -     - - 
Self sufficiency 112% 83% 120% -26%  -31%  ▼ ▼ 

 
 

                                                           
5  Data for the 2016/17 marketing year (MY 2016/17) are FEWS NET estimates as of July 30th, 2016;  ►  denotes less than or equal to 10 

percent change; ▲ denotes greater than 10 percent increase; ▼ denotes greater than 10 percent decrease. 
6  Data for the 2016/17 marketing year (MY 2016/17) are FEWS NET estimates as of July 30th, 2016;  ►  denotes less than or equal to 10 

percent change; ▲ denotes greater than 10 percent increase; ▼ denotes greater than 10 percent decrease. 


