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Rainfall and temperature patterns to date 

Between October and early December 2020, low rainfall was received in northern DRC, Eswatini, southern 

Madagascar, southern Mozambique and eastern South Africa (Figure 1). The low rainfall led to delays in 

planting in some areas. Southern Angola and northern 

Namibia also experienced below average rainfall. Some 

of the affected areas in southern Angola and northern 

Namibia also experienced below average rainfall in the 

last few seasons, further exacerbating the impacts of the 

low rainfall received there to date. The below normal 

rainfall was associated with above-average surface 

temperatures in some areas including parts of western 

Angola, Eswatini, Madagascar, southern Malawi, 

Mozambique, Namibia,  eastern and central Zambia, and 

northern Zimbabwe. The high temperatures increased 

the rates of evapotranspiration, negatively impacting on 

crops and water loss from reservoirs.  

 

Above average rainfall was noted in south-eastern 

Botswana, central South Africa, and western DRC. 

Northern and central Madagascar, southern Malawi, 

central Mozambique, much of Zambia, and central and 

northern Zimbabwe also received high rainfall in late 

November and early December, marking an effective 

onset of rains in some of these areas. Reports from Zimbabwe indicate that the heavy rains caused localized 

flooding in some south-eastern parts of the country in early December. High rainfall in western DRC in early 

December resulted in flooding and landslides. In October, heavy rainfall had also resulted in flooding and 

landslides in eastern DRC, causing damage to infrastructure, agricultural fields, and livestock. Some central 

parts of Mozambique also experienced some flooding due to heavy rains in early December, and an alert was 

declared for the Búzi River, with some roads rendered impassable. 

 

Onset of rains and planting progress 

Most parts of the region had experienced an onset of rains by early December (Figure 2). Western Angola, 

southern DRC, Eswatini, Lesotho and eastern South Africa received their first effective rains in October, while, 

southern Angola, most of Botswana, central Tanzania, central Madagascar, parts of southern and central 

Mozambique, and most of Zambia and Zimbabwe received planting rains in November. In early December, 

significant rains covered eastern parts of the region, signalling the start of the rainfall season. The areas 

Highlights 
 Below average rainfall was received in several western and eastern parts of the region, 

resulting in delays in planting, a failed first planting in Eswatini, and poor grazing conditions. 

 The season is off to a poor start in southern Madagascar, which is currently experiencing the 

impacts of a severe drought after three consecutive poor rainfall seasons. 

 Heavy early December rainfall in central and eastern parts of the region marked an effective 

onset of the rains. Forecasts indicate that the rains are likely to continue into mid-December. 

 Control efforts for the African Migratory Locust continued in the five affected SADC Member 

States. An outbreak of the brown locust was also detected in South Africa. 
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Figure 1. Rainfall for 1 Oct  to 10 Dec 2020 expressed 

as difference from average rainfall for the same period.                                       
                Source: CHIRPS, CHIRPS Prelim – FEWS NET 
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receiving December onset included parts of southern 

Madagascar, Malawi, northern Mozambique, eastern 

Zambia and northern Zimbabwe. Short term forecasts 

indicate that rains in this area are likely to continue 

through mid-December, thereby providing good 

conditions for crop germination and establishment. In 

southern Malawi, eastern Zambia, and northern 

Zimbabwe, the onset of rains was between 2 and 3 weeks 

late, causing some delays in planting. In addition, 

incessant rains since early December in parts of Zambia 

and Zimbabwe further delayed planting. Many farmers 

were reported to have only planted with the December 

rains. Reduced draught power due to poor livestock body 

condition (as a result of previous year droughts), and high 

prices of inputs additionally delayed land preparation and 

planting in Zimbabwe.  The December onset over much 

of southern Madagascar was preceded by an extensive 

delay in onset of 30 to 40 days in some areas. Large 

delays in onset tend to reduce the total period over which 

crops can grow, thereby increasing the risk of reduced 

harvests if crops do not reach maturity before the rainfall season end. 

 

Despite a wide coverage of the region with early season rains, some areas have not yet had an onset of rains, 

and are experiencing a growing delay in the start of the rainfall season. An onset delay of 30 days or more now 

exists in in parts of southern Angola, southern Mozambique, parts of southern Madagascar, and north-eastern 

South Africa. The extended delay in rainfall in these areas may adversely impact communities in those areas, 

due to a delay in planting, as well as delayed regeneration of rangeland grasses for grazing, and replenishment 

of water sources.  

 

After an early onset in October in most of Eswatini, hot dry conditions followed in October and November, 

causing early crop failure for farmers who had planted. This is reflected in the cumulative below normal rainfall 

in Eswatini (Figure 1). In southern Mozambique, some farmers planted with the November rains, but 

this was followed by a dry spell and high temperatures, which led to failed germination. Many farmers 

in Mozambique planted with the rains at the end of November and early December. National reports 

from South Africa indicate that land preparation had been completed by November in some of the maize 

growing areas of South Africa. In Lesotho, reports indicate that land preparation and planting happened 

timeously, and most crops are currently in good 

condition in vegetative stage, although some delays were 

experienced in the Lesotho lowlands.  

 

Livestock and pastures 

South-eastern and north-eastern parts of the region 

currently have well-above average vegetation conditions 

(Figure 3). This is due to the high rainfall that has been 

received in some of these areas since the beginning of 

the season. In contrast, poor vegetation conditions 

continue to be observed in south-western Angola, 

southern and central Madagascar, southern and central 

Malawi, southern and central Mozambique, much of 

Namibia, western half and northern-most parts of South 

Africa, eastern Zambia, and southern and northern 

Zimbabwe, in alignment with the low rainfall received 

through November in these areas. In central parts of the 

region however where significant early December rains 

were received, the vegetation situation is expected to 

improve over the next few weeks. The poor rainfall to 
Figure 3. Vegetation Index (NDVI) compared to average 

conditions for 21-30 November 2020. Source: USGS/FEWSNET 

Figure 2. Onset of rains and anomaly as of  

10 December 2020                             Source: FEWS NET 
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date this season in some western parts of the region such as Namibia is exacerbating the poor conditions of 

forage and livestock, which have suffered from drought in several of the last few seasons. After repetitive and 

severe droughts, grazing conditions may take longer than usual to recover due to the processes involved in the 

regeneration of grass species ideal for grazing. Optimal livestock management is required in order to promote 

the regeneration of grazing areas for livestock.  

 

Reports from South Africa indicate that both rangelands and livestock in different parts of the country are 

ranging from reasonable to poor conditions. In northern and eastern parts of the country in particular, poor 

livestock and pasture conditions were reported, although some improvements were noted. Some farmers were 

reported to be providing supplemental feed for their livestock in order to mitigate the poor grazing conditions. 

 

Crop pests and diseases 

African Migratory Locust 

An outbreak of the African Migratory Locust (AML) has affected over 1 million hectares in Angola, Botswana, 

Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The affected areas include some districts bordering South Africa and 

Mozambique, thus representing potential for further spreading, depending on weather conditions such as 

prevailing wind direction and rainfall patterns, efficacy of control efforts and other factors. SADC launched a 

regional appeal in November to assist the response to the locust outbreak. According to the SADC report, 

500,000 ha was affected in Namibia while over 470,000 ha was affected in Zambia, 98,000 ha in Botswana 

and 40,000 ha in Zimbabwe. The high rainfall experienced so far in parts of the region, and forecasts for 

significant rainfall later this season, create conducive conditions for breeding and multiplication of the AML. 

The locust outbreak threatens the 2020/2021 summer cropping harvest as well as irrigated crops and grazing 

areas, if not effectively controlled. Control efforts are being undertaken by the affected SADC Member States. 

The SADC Secretariat has established a platform to facilitate coordination in control efforts and sharing of 

information for timely interventions by affected Member States. The seasonal rainfall forecast indicates the 

likely development of ideal, conducive environmental conditions for more outbreaks hence surveillance and 

monitoring should be strengthened. 

 

Brown Locust 

An outbreak of the Brown Locust (different from the AML) was reported in October in the Eastern Cape 

Province of South Africa. Control efforts are underway to contain the locusts before they reach the adult phase 

at which stage they can fly and spread rapidly. Scouting efforts are also underway to quickly detect any new 

outbreaks that may occur.  

 

Red Locust 

Red locusts were reported in early November around Lake Chirua in Mozambique, in the area bordering with 

Malawi. Hoppers and immature adults were observed and control measures were put in place. Monitoring is 

ongoing. 

 

Fall Armyworm 

Fall armyworm (FAW) was first observed in Africa in 2016, and since that time, entomologists have noted 

that it should be considered an endemic pest, which cannot be eradicated, but needs to be controlled and 

managed. Farmers and relevant agricultural support departments need to take appropriate precautions, 

including regular scouting and appropriate control measures, in light of the endemic nature of the FAW in the 

region, and its potential for significantly reducing harvests. All SADC Member States reported the presence 

of the FAW during a recent SADC Plant Protection Technical Committee Meeting. However, the damage has 

being kept below economic thresholds due to continuous surveillance and appropriate control measures. The 

drive for effective management of the pest so far has necessitated the use of regional frameworks and 

guidelines developed in collaboration with Member States’ National Plant Protection Organisations (NPPOs).  
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