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KEY MESSAGES 
• Regional wheat production in the 2022/23 market year (MY) 

(starting September 2022 and ending August 2023) is 
forecast to be stable in comparison to the MY 2021/22 given 
a second season of dryness during the production period 
(Figure 1). In MY 2022/23, regional harvests are expected to 
reach 66.2 million metric tons (MMT), four percent above 
the previous year and only 0.3 percent above the recent five-
year average. Regional opening stocks are estimated 11 
percent above 2021/22 levels but nine percent below the 
five-year average. As a result, the region’s aggregate net 
supply is expected to remain positive at one percent and five 
percent above last year and the five-year average levels, 
respectively (Figure 2). 

• Wheat prices in Central Asia remain varied across the region 
with increasing prices in Kazakhstan and Pakistan and stable 
prices in Afghanistan and Kyrgyzstan. Wheat prices are 
driven principally by prices in Kazakhstan the leading 
regional wheat exporter, where the average retail price of 
wheat flour increased 32 percent compared to October last 
year. Prices are also influenced by international prices, 
transportation costs, and domestic supply fluctuations. 
Prices across the region have been consistently above the 
previous year and five-year averages. Prices are projected to 
remain above average throughout the region in the 2022/23 
marketing year. 

• Exports from Kazakhstan are average, having declined only 
two and five percent compared to last years and the five-
year average, respectively (Annex 1). Exported and re-
exported wheat grain and flour from Uzbekistan have 
expanded compared to the previous year but remain stable 
compared to average, and Pakistan has experienced a large deficit in rice production due to flooding in August 2022.  

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 1.  CHIRPS October 2021 to May 2022 Season 

Percent of average 

 

Source: USGS / FEWS NET 
 

Figure 2. Central Asia net wheat surplus estimates (000 MT)   

  

 
Source: FEWS NET estimates based on USDA and WFP data 

 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) monitors trends in staple food supply and prices in countries at risk of food insecurity. The 
Regional Supply and Market Outlook report provides a summary of regional staple food availability, surpluses and deficits during the current marketing 
year, projected price behavior, implications for local and regional commodity procurement, and essential market monitoring indicators. FEWS NET 
gratefully acknowledges partner organizations, national ministries of agriculture, national market information systems, regional organizations, and others 
for their assistance in providing the harvest estimates, commodity balance sheets, as well as trade and price data used in this report. To learn more about 
typical market conditions in Central Asia, readers are invited to explore the Central Asia regional wheat market fundamentals report. In this report, 
“Central Asia” refers to the countries of Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 
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CURRENT WHEAT SUPPLY 

• In Central Asia, aggregate regional production for MY 
2022/23 is estimated to be 66 million metric tons (MMT), 
about four MMT more than the previous year. consistent 
with the five-year average carry-over stocks were 
unchanged compared to MY 2021/22 while four percent 
higher than the five-year average. 

• Wheat production in MY2022/23 in Kazakhstan, the 
largest regional exporter is expected to be 11 percent 
above MY2021/22 but two percent below the five-year 
average. Production in Pakistan will be marginally lower 
(26.4 MMT in 2022/23), by about four percent compared 
to the previous marketing year, while still slightly above 
average, due mainly to long-lasting impacts of 
widespread flooding in June to October 2022. Production 
in structurally deficit countries is expected to increase 
compared to MY 2021/22; with an increase of 57 percent 
in Kyrgyzstan (showing recovery from an extremely dry 
2021 production year), 22 percent in Turkmenistan, 10 
percent in Uzbekistan, and six percent in Tajikistan. 
Production in Afghanistan is expected to be two percent 
higher than last year at 4.5 million metric tons (MMT), 
though it remains below the five-year average (Figure 4).  

• For MY 2022/23, regional opening stocks are estimated 
11 percent higher than the MY 2021/22 while nine 
percent below the five-year average.  Regional net supply 
is one percent and five percent higher than the MY 
2021/22- and five-year average, respectively (Figure 3). 
Carry-over stocks are estimated lower than average in 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, but regional stocks are 
estimated to remain almost equal to 2021/22 and four 
percent higher than average. 

• Pakistan’s agricultural sector was significantly impacted 
by flooding in August 2022. Though Pakistan did meet its 
goal of producing 27 MMT of wheat domestically in 2022 
(largely harvested before the floods), it is still expected 
to import 300,000 MT of wheat from Russia to meet its 
domestic consumption needs.  

• Kazakhstan remains the largest surplus-producing export 
country in the region and is critical for regional supply. In 
MY 2022/23, Kazakhstan is forecasted to export 9 million MT, which is three percent and five percent below the previous 
years and five-year averages. In MY 2022/23, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, and Uzbekistan are expected to import 2.5 
million MT, 3.4 million MT, 6 million MT and 3.6 million MT, respectively. Historically, Afghanistan’s wheat imports come 
from Kazakhstan, while Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan imports from Kazakhstan and Russia. 

• Regional cross-border trade faced regional and global challenges that included an export ban by Kazakhstan from April to 
September 2022, the impact of rising global fuel prices, and the implications of the Ukraine crisis on global wheat prices. 
However, while these uncertainties did cause short term variations in regional trade, the supply chain was not significantly 
impacted, and the region’s wheat deficit continues to be met by crucial intra-regional trade routes. Afghanistan imported 
around 3 million metric tons of wheat flour in 2022, which is almost the same as the previous year, though slightly below 
the five years average.  

Figure 3. Regional Wheat Production in Central Asia (MT) 

 
 
 

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on USDA data 

Figure 4.  Central Asia wheat grain production status and prices, 

2021/22*   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Note: Comparing June 2021 to June of the previous year and June 2015-

2019 average prices 

 
Source: FEWS NET estimates based on data from regional governments and 

multi-agency assessments 
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CURRENT PRICE TRENDS 

• As of October 2022, in Kazakhstan, wheat flour 
continued to increase, reaching 32 percent above those 
in the same month of last year driven by a temporary ban 

of wheat exports from Russia to countries within the 

Eurasian Economic Union. This temporary export ban and 

disruption of intraregional trade since the onset of the 

conflict in Ukraine has likely kept Kazakhstan from 

importing sufficient wheat stocks from Russia in 2022/23. 
In importing Central Asian countries, prices of wheat 
flour varied and remained higher than the same month 
of last year due to higher production and transportation 
costs. In Kyrgyzstan, the national average retail prices of 
wheat flour were stable for the third consecutive month 
in October. In Tajikistan, wheat flour prices declined 
slightly or remained stable. Average harvests in 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan in 2022/23 would stabilize the 
prices. Prices of wheat flour in Uzbekistan remained 
stable in September. (Figure 5) 

• In Pakistan, wheat flour prices have increased since the 
first quarter of 2022 due to supply disruptions and stock 
losses following the floods in June–October 2022. Per the 
World Bank, Pakistan’s inflation is expected to reach 
about 23 percent in the next fiscal year. In addition to 
impacts from the floods, higher prices of agricultural 
inputs, and increased transportation costs have also 
pushed local prices upward. In October 2022, the price of 
wheat flour in Lahore showed an increase of 18 percent 
and 50 percent compared to the same month of last year 
and five years average, respectively. In August 2022, the 
government of Pakistan announced a wheat support 
price of PKR 3,000 per 40 kg for the coming MY 2022/23 
(Pakistan Today). The Ministry of National Food Security 
has expressed that despite the destruction of wheat stocks in Sindh due to floods in August of 2022, there will be no 
shortage of wheat in the country with the shortfall being filled by imports from Russia.  Rice prices were at record levels 
this year -increasing 67 percent and 75 percent compared to the previous year’s and five years average, respectively. High 
rice prices were driven by flood losses as well as strong export demand (FAO/FPMA). As the world’s fourth largest rice 
exporter, Pakistan suffered from floods in late August. It is expected to lose around 10 percent of its 2022 estimated rice 
production of about 8.7 million tons.  

• In Afghanistan wheat grain and flour prices were stable for several months leading up to the end of 2022 given sufficient 
supply and a stabilized exchange rate though they remain significantly higher than a year ago and the two years average. 
In December 2022 imported wheat flour prices decreased negligibly compared to last year. Since March 2022, FSAC food 
basket prices (including wheat flour, rice, cooking oil, and pulses) also remained stable with slight variations from month 
to month.  The Afghani currency fluctuated after the political transition instigated by the take-over of Kabul by the Taliban, 
but in recent months has remained generally stable, supported by ongoing domestic revenue collection, increased 
exports, and efforts to control the foreign currency market (Figure 6).  

• Wheat flour prices in Tajikistan sharply increased between February and April 2022, up to over 30 percent compared to 
last year, supported by increased domestic prices due to raised global export quotations and export bans by several 
countries, including Kazakhstan (FAO/GIEWS). In January 2022, the value of Tajikistan Somoni (TSJ) was stable at 11.30; 
later, in April 2022, it deposited 12.5. Still, it improved gradually between May and November 2022, and finally, the 
exchange rate in October 2022 was 10.2 (TJS.USD) (Figure 6).  Since August 2022, Tajikistan has started a declining process 

Figure 5. Regional wheat flour prices in selected markets, January 

2017 - September 2022 (USD/kg) 
 

 
 

Source: FEWS NET estimate based on International Grains Council, USDA, WFP, 
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics 

Figure 6. Regional Exchange rate trends, July 2022 100 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on OANDA and WFP data 
 

https://reliefweb.int/report/kazakhstan/giews-country-brief-kazakhstan-reference-date-30-september-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/kazakhstan/giews-country-brief-kazakhstan-reference-date-30-september-2022
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/51427702c05371f59848a74a2d66ba87-0310062022/original/PDU-October-2022-Report-Web.pdf
https://profit.pakistantoday.com.pk/2022/08/31/wheat-support-price-proposed-to-be-set-at-pkr3000-per-40-kg/
https://www.fao.org/3/cc2905en/cc2905en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/country.jsp?code=TJK
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in the consumer sector to decrease the prices of food commodities and tariffs and promote the national economy. In 
Kyrgyzstan, first-grade wheat flour retail prices increased seasonally between February and June 2022, supported by the 
raised global export quotations, and limited domestic availabilities. To ensure the stability of domestic wheat flour prices 
amid rising quotes in the export market, on 17 March 2022, the government suspended the export of food products, 
including wheat and wheat flour, for six months. (FAO/GIEWS).  

 

PROJECTED WHEAT MARKET TRENDS FOR 2022/23 

Regional trends 

• Wheat production in Central Asia for MY2022/23 is 
estimated at 66.2 MMT, which shows an increase of 4 MMT 
compared to last year and is almost unchanged compared 
to five years average. Intra-regional trade is projected to 
progress at normal rates, with Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan 
supplying Afghanistan, Kazakhstan supplying Tajikistan, and 
possibly Russia providing Pakistan.  

• In October 2022 Kyrgyzstan announced that it would focus 
on increasing its domestic wheat production to reduce 
import dependency for its strategic reserve.  

• Wheat grain and wheat flour prices in the region are 
expected to remain higher than the five-year average. 
Consecutive droughts have negatively impacted wheat 
production in central Asia; and opening stock levels vary 
across the region – with many not adequately replenished while others are above average (Figure 7). Opening stocks in 
2022/23 are forecasted to be above MY 2021/22 in Iran (17 percent), Kazakhstan (1 percent), Pakistan (45 percent). 
Opening stock are projected to decrease in MY 2022/23 in Afghanistan (11 percent), Kyrgyzstan (31 percent), Tajikistan 
(27 percent), Turkmenistan (10 percent) and Uzbekistan (31 percent). 

• Despite below-average cross-border trade between Pakistan and Afghanistan, regional trade is expected to be at near-
average levels and importing countries will be able to fill their requirements through regional imports. Kazakhstan is 
currently exporting wheat inside the region as well as bulk quantities to Southeast Asian countries. As Kazakhstan is well-
integrated with global markets, prices are not expected to diverge from broader global trends in order to remain 
competitive. 

• The region is projected to have a 5.7 MMT wheat surplus for the 2022/23 marketing year (Figure 2). The surplus is 76 
percent higher than the year before but 46 percent lower than the five-year average. Due to continuous increases in 
energy prices, the World Bank Commodities market outlook  predicts that commodity prices, in general, will increase in 
countries witnessing currency depreciation.  

 

 

  

Figure 7. Regional opening stocks in Central Asia  

 

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on USDA 

https://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/country.jsp?code=KGZ
https://ukragroconsult.com/en/news/kyrgyzstan-wheat-joint-venture-or-branch/
https://ukragroconsult.com/en/news/kyrgyzstan-wheat-joint-venture-or-branch/
https://astanatimes.com/2019/03/kazakhstan-plans-to-export-nine-million-tonnes-of-grain-and-flour/#:~:text=Kazakhstan%20is%20opening%20new%20markets%2C%20such%20as%20Bangladesh%2C,to%20the%20countries%20of%20the%20Southeast%20Asian%20region.
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/38160/CMO-October-2022.pdf?sequence=10&isAllowed=y
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Country-specific trends 

• In Central Asia, wheat flour prices in importing countries are expected to be driven by export prices in Kazakhstan, the 
region’s leading exporter. In Kazakhstan, prices will be higher than the five-year average driven by higher global wheat 
prices because of the war in Ukraine, and higher global input and transportation costs. and are somehow influenced by 
the higher oil prices in the international markets. (Figure 8) 

• In Kazakhstan, wheat prices are projected to increase and 
remain above average levels. The government of 
Kazakhstan in September 2022 rescinded export 
restrictions on wheat and wheat flour that had been in 
effect since April 2022, guaranteeing the smooth supply of 
wheat and wheat flour to countries in the region. 
Seasonally, wheat flour prices sharply increased from 
March 2022, with further rising stress due to the Russian 
government’s ban on the countries within the Eurasian 
Economic Union, including Kazakhstan. In August 2022, 
domestic retail prices of first-grade wheat flour were 
25 percent higher than last year’s. Kazakhstan’s wheat 
prices are highly integrated with world markets which have 
been on an upward trend (Figure 8). 

• Following the August 2022 floods in Pakistan, wheat prices 
reached record levels. Although prices came down from 
their peaks, wheat prices are expected to increase in 
Pakistan and remain above average until the next harvest in 
April – June. However seasonal price decreases are expected to be shallower due to the impacts of the floods on planting 
and supply chains and macroeconomic challenges such as a weakening rupee.  

• In Afghanistan, wheat grain as well as high- and low-quality wheat flour prices are projected to trend significantly above 
the previous year and five-year averages. The impacts of La Nina on yields and above average fuel and input costs are 
driving below average wheat production estimates (Figure 9). 

• In Uzbekistan, wheat flour prices are projected to increase due to wheat prices in Kazakhstan, Tajikistan’s primary source 
of wheat and wheat flour. Uzbekistan produced 660,000 MMT of wheat during the 2022/23 season and is expected to 
fill its deficit with imports from Kazakhstan.  

• In Tajikistan, wheat flour prices are stable after an increase of 32 percent between July and September 2022, when the 
prices were 32 percent higher than last year. However, prices are projected to increase as wheat prices in Kazakhstan, 
Tajikistan’s primary source of wheat and wheat flour, are projected to be at the above-average levels. Tajikistan 
produced 820,000 MMT of wheat during the 2022/23 season and is expected to fill its deficit, which is slightly above 
average, through imports from Kazakhstan.  

• Rice is the second most important staple food in Pakistan and Afghanistan after wheat. Nearly all of Afghanistan’s rice 
imports come from Pakistan. Pakistan is a significant regional producer and an essential international rice exporter. Rice 
production in Pakistan for MY 2022/23 is estimated to be lower than the previous year and 6 percent below the five-
year average.  Reduced harvests in Pakistan – the world’s fourth largest exporter – may exacerbate volatility in global 
rice markets in 2023. Pakistan exported 4.8 MMT of basmati and non-basmati rice in MY 2021/2022; for the MY 2022/23, 
exports will slightly decrease and demand higher prices than last year. In Lahore, a key rice trading market, in September 
2022, rice prices increased by 40 percent compared to the previous year and a 63 percent increase compared to the 
five-year average. 

 

 

Figure 8. May 2022 projected grain prices relative to 

historical levels in Central Asia   

 
Source: FEWS NET estimates 

https://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/country.jsp?lang=en&code=UZB
https://reliefweb.int/report/tajikistan/tajikistan-quarterly-household-food-security-and-market-update-july-september-2022
https://ipad.fas.usda.gov/countrysummary/default.aspx?id=PK
https://ipad.fas.usda.gov/countrysummary/default.aspx?id=PK
https://www.reap.com.pk/exporthistory
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Figure 9. Central Asia Wheat price projections 

 

Karachi wheat flour (Pakistan), USD/metric ton Uzbekistan, wheat flour, USD/metric ton 

 
 

 
 

Source: FEWS NET estimates based on APK Inform Agency data Source: FEWS NET estimates based on Uzbekistan Bureau of Statistics 

Lahore wheat flour (Pakistan), USD/metric ton Kabul wheat flour (Afghanistan), AFN//Kg 

  

 
 

 
Source: FEWS NET estimates based on Pakistan Bureau of Statistics data Source: FEWS NET estimates based on WFP data 
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EVENTS THAT COULD CHANGE THE OUTLOOK  
 
Based on the estimated available supplies and expected market trends, the region will experience relative market stability 
over the 2022/23 outlook period. However, some events could potentially change this outlook.  
 

Area Event Impact on market outcomes 

Regional   The Black Sea Grains 
Initiative is not 
renewed, or 
signatories withdraw 
from the agreement 

• Cereal exports from Ukraine (primarily wheat and maize) decrease straining global 
supply and pushing up the international price of wheat/maize.  

Regional Reduction in maize 
or wheat production 
in Ukraine in MY 
2022/23 

• If Ukraine is unable fully harvest maize production or plant winter wheat and or 
engage in harvesting/storage activities, supply from Ukraine to the international 
market will decreasing pushing up the international price wheat or maize.  

Regional  Significant reduction 
in regional aggregate 
grain production  

• Currently, in addition to the Ukraine crisis, it appears that La Nina conditions will 
continue to impact the planting of wheat and other gains during the coming 
season; if the harvest is significantly reduced, then the availability and access to 
wheat and wheat flour will be constrained, and the prices will increase.  

Kazakhstan, 
Afghanistan, 
Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan 

Kazakhstan 
extensively exports 
to countries outside 
Central Asia 

• In MY 2022/23, Kazakhstan is expected to export to Central Asia and other 
countries worldwide. China’s demand in recent years for Kazakh wheat has 
increased. If Kazakhstan ships more exports to other countries, it could constrain 
supply in the region, which would put upward pressure on prices. 

Regional  Exchange rates  • It is expected that international commodity prices, which were driving currency 
depreciations in many Central Asian countries, will continue to increase; however, 
if prices continue to decrease, downward pressure on the value of regional 
currencies affects the purchasing power of wheat-importing countries. 

• If local currencies depreciate further, in Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan, 
then, it will make the cost of imported inputs more expensive, thus increasing the 
cost of production and making staple commodity prices increase  

Regional  Increased Oil Prices  • The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) reduced its forecast 
for oil demand due to uncertainties in the outlook for global crude supplies. In 
October 2022, OPEC cut production by two million barrels a day, which increased 
prices. If OPEC decides to reduce oil production further, then rising prices are 
widely expected globally and regionally.   

Regional Improved climate 
conditions and 
increased 
production 

• If the expected transition from La Nina to Natural conditions happens earlier in 
January/February than as forecasted in April/May, the precipitation will increase 
and support a stronger agricultural season in the region and Afghanistan.  

Uzbekistan, 
Afghanistan, 
Tajikistan, and 
Kyrgyzstan 

Reduced 
remittances 

• Remittances make up a significant proportion of Tajikistan’s, Uzbekistan’s, 
Kyrgyzstan’s, and Afghanistan’s GDP; if remittances further reduce, it will 
negatively impact each country’s purchasing power and currency. 
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MARKET MONITORING INDICATORS FOR THE 2022/23 MARKETING YEAR  
Based on the projected regional wheat availability and prices over MY 2022/23, market conditions will remain generally stable 
across Central Asia. The following are critical indicators needed for ongoing monitoring that may affect the evolution of 
markets.  
 

Indicator  Justification  

Conflict in Ukraine and 
its impact on global 
prices 

The extent and expansion of the conflict in Ukraine will have a direct effect on domestic cereal 
production, exports to Central Asia may be impacted, which will affect both availability and 
prices of wheat and other grains.   

Export parity prices  
Prices in hub markets, particularly in exporting markets such as Saryagash Station in Kazakhstan 
and Lahore in Pakistan, will affect regional prices and trade. Prices in hub markets should be 
monitored closely. 

Import parity prices  

In Afghanistan, monitoring both high and low-quality wheat flour is more important in urban 
markets as households tend to purchase more wheat flour than wheat grain. However, wheat 
grain prices will be a good indicator for rural markets and agricultural laborers working in 
exchange for wheat grain.  

Harvest prospects in 
surplus-producing 
countries  

Due to uncertainties in climate conditions and the continuation of La Nina, the upcoming 
harvests in Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Ukraine, and Russia must be monitored closely. In addition, 
the government of Pakistan is heavily involved in regulating wheat prices in domestic markets 
by setting relatively high producer support prices and this should be monitored along with 
harvests. 

Global commodity 
prices  

Global commodity prices should be monitored since they affect the value of domestic 
currencies, transportation costs, and purchasing power.   

Precipitation 
The overall cumulative precipitation as well as timing, frequency, and intensity should be 
monitored at critical crop stages. Changes in precipitation at these crucial timings will impact 
cereal production in the region.  

Remittances in 
Tajikistan, Afghanistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and 
Uzbekistan  

Remittances make up a significant proportion of Tajikistan’s, Uzbekistan’s, and Afghanistan’s 
GDP and affect the country’s purchasing power and currency.  
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Annex 1. Central Asia Wheat Balance Sheets and 2021/22 Projections by Country (000 MT) 
 

Country 
Five-year 
average 

 2021/2022 
 2022/2023 

Forecast 
 % Change over 

one year 
 % Change over 
5-year average 

Change over 
one year 

Change over 5-
year average 

Afghanistan              

Opening Stocks 527 901 801 -11% 52% ▼ ▲ 
Production 4458 4400 4500 2% 1% ► ► 
Requirements 7790 8100 7900 -2% 1% ► ► 
Supply 8385 8901 8701 -2% 4% ► ► 
Net Surplus -2805 -2799 -2599 7% 7% ▲ ▲ 
Self-sufficiency 64% 65% 67% 3% 5% ► ▲ 

Iran               

Opening Stocks 6,248 4,336 5,086 17% -19% ▲ ▼ 
Production 13,950 12,000 13,200 10% -5% ▲ ▼ 
Requirements 16,960 18,200 18,400 1% 8% ► ▲ 
Supply 22,574 23,636 24,286 3% 8% ► ▲ 
Net Surplus 3,238 -1,864 -114 94% -104% ▲ ▼ 
Self-sufficiency 120% 90% 99% 11% -17% ▲ ▼ 

Kazakhstan          

Opening Stocks 1,994 1,475 1,489 1% -25% ► ▼ 
Production 13,254 11,814 13,000 10% -2% ▲ ► 
Requirements 6,390 6,100 6,100 0% -5% ► ▼ 
Supply 16,109 15,789 15,489 -2% -4% ► ► 
Net Surplus 8,858 7,189 8,389 17% -5% ▲ ▼ 
Self-sufficiency 238% 218% 238% 9% 0% ▲ ► 

Kyrgyzstan          

Opening Stocks 177 151 104 -31% -41% ▼ ▼ 
Production 562 363 570 57% 1% ▲ ► 
Requirements 857 785 765 -3% -11% ► ▼ 
Supply 999 889 874 -2% -13% ► ▼ 
Net Surplus -118 -271 -91 66% 23% ▲ ▲ 
Self-sufficiency 86% 65% 88% 35% 3% ▲ ► 

Pakistan          

Opening Stocks 3,150 3,056 4,428 45% 41% ▲ ▲ 
Production 25,762 27,464 26,400 -4% 2% ► ► 
Requirements 25,980 27,700 29,000 5% 12% ▲ ▲ 
Supply 30,058 32,628 33,328 2% 11% ► ▲ 
Net Surplus 2,932 2,820 1,828 -35% -38% ▼ ▼ 
Self-sufficiency 111% 110% 106.30% -4% -5% ► ▼ 

Tajikistan          

Opening Stocks 536 463 337 -27% -37% ▼ ▼ 
Production 802 770 820 6% 2% ▲ ► 
Requirements 1,984 1,950 2,025 4% 2% ► ► 
Supply 2,480 2,287 2,357 3% -5% ► ▼ 
Net Surplus -646 -717 -868 -21% -34% ▼ ▼ 
Self-sufficiency 67% 63% 57% -10% -15% ▼ ▼ 

Turkmenistan          

Opening Stocks 543 541 486 -10% -10% ▼ ▼ 
Production 1,084 900 1,100 22% 1% ▲ ► 
Requirements 1,409 1,470 1,470 0% 4% ► ► 
Supply 1,910 1,956 1,986 2% 4% ► ► 
Net Surplus 218 -29 116 500% -47% ▲ ▼ 
Self-sufficiency 115% 98% 108% 10% -7% ▲ ▼  

Uzbekistan          

Opening Stocks 1828.6 1376.00 955 -31% -48% ▼ ▼ 
Production 6117.6 5985.00 6600 10% 8% ▲ ▲ 
Requirements 8970 8450.00 8500 1% -5% ► ▼ 
Supply 11107 10705.00 11055 3% 0% ► ► 
Net Surplus -1023.8 -1089.00 -945 13% 8% ▲ ▲ 
Self-sufficiency 88% 87% 89% 2% 0% ► ► 

Regional Total          

Opening Stocks 15002.8 12299.00 13686 11% -9% ▲ ▼ 
Production 65990.2 63696.00 66190 4% 0% ► ► 
Requirements 70340 72755.00 74160 2% 5% ► ▲ 
Supply 93623.2 96791.00 98076 1% 5% ► ▲ 
Net Surplus 10653 3240.00 5716 76% -46% ▲ ▼ 
Self-sufficiency 115% 104% 108% 3% -7% ► ▼ 

Source: FEWS NET, USDA PSD, USDA FAS Islamabad, USDA FAS Astana, FAO GIEWS, Republic of Afghanistan Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock, Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics. Note: * indicates estimates. ►denotes less than to 5 percent change; ▲denotes greater than or equal to 5 percent increase; ▼denotes greater than or equal to 5 
percent decrease 
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Annex 2. Global Cereals Supply Outlook 
 
Global commodity markets remain sufficiently supplied with 

maize, rice, wheat, and soybean (Figure 10). Global cereal 

output in MY 2022/23 is predicted to decrease marginally 

compared to MY 2021/22, but still be the second largest on 

record. The decrease is attributed to expected maize losses in 

Ukraine. Ending stocks are expected to tighten for a sixth 

consecutive year, although record soybean harvest is 

expected in South America pushing up soybean stocks. Global 

trade is also expected to contract 4 percent due to declines in 

maize, wheat, and sorghum trade (USDA and IGC). 

Global grain prices have been significantly affected by the war 

in Ukraine, rising fuel and fertilizer prices, constraints in the 

global shipping industry, tighter supplies in the U.S. and 

European Union, and appreciation of the USD. Although 

markets have settled following the spikes in early 2022, maize 

and wheat prices are currently on an upward trend (Figure 

11). Over the coming months, global maize and wheat prices 

will remain above 2020/21 levels, while rice prices will remain 

below 2020/21 levels. 

There are several notable risks for the global cereal market. 

Concerns are mounting over the extension of the United 

Nations Black Sea Grain Initiative which have fueled concerns 

about potential food security risks. Above average fuel and 

transportation costs are pushing up costs of agricultural 

inputs while drought conditions in Europe and East Africa are 

affecting production levels. Global stocks in 2022/23 are also 

set to reach a 12-year record low putting upward pressure on 

prices.   

The forecaster consensus anticipates La Niña conditions will 

continue through the winter of 2023, with ENSO-neutral 

conditions predicted to return by February-April 2023. The 

forecaster consensus favors a slower decay of La Niña (NOAA). 

The impact of this forecast will vary geographically (Figure 12).  

FEWS NET will continue to monitor global cereal, fertilizer, 

and fuel markets in the coming months as 2022/23 global 

commodity supply estimates are updated by the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA), International Grains 

Council (IGC), the United Nations Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO), and the Agricultural Market Information 

System (AMIS). 

Figure 10. Global commodity ending stock to use ratio (SUR) 

 

Source: FEWS NET calculations based on USDA’s October 2022 data 

 

Figure 11. Global Commodity Prices (USD/MT) January 2017- 

September 2022 

 
Source: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), 

World Bank, 2022 
 

Figure 12. Typical Global La Niña Impacts 

 
Source: FEWSNET 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://apps.fas.usda.gov/psdonline/circulars/grain.pdf
https://www.igc.int/en/gmr_summary.aspx#:~:text=At%202%2C256m%20t%2C%20the%20forecast,a%20downgraded%20US%20maize%20number.
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWlink/MJO/enso.shtml#forecast
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