
   

           

     

        

          

         

     

                    

 
         

 

      
            

             

            

           

              

  

 

         

            

            

          

             

             

         

          

              

 

 

         

          

             

         

           

           

          

           

 

          

             

            

  

 

           

          

         

          

            

           

         

         

         

            

          

         

       

          

           

      

         

          

          

         

         

   

 

       

         

        

          

         

         

         

         

        

        

          

          

         

   

 

    

 

         

         

        

          

         

        

        

         

          

          

           

         

         

        

         

          

                            
                    

Figure 1: Eastern and Southern Africa Season Timeline 

RATIN
 
Regional Agricultural Trade Intelligence Network

East Africa Food & Trade Bulletin, Feb ‘09 (No. 52) 

Eastern and Southern Africa Supply Outlook 
The main activity during March will be planting for the long rains sea

son as shown on figure 1. Minor harvesting from this season is expected 

to start around July, August in the bimodal growing areas. The main 

harvesting in Kenya will commence in November 2009. It is expected 

that by end of April maize harvesting will start in most of the Southern 

Africa countries. 

Uganda: January and February are usually dry periods for most of the 

growing locations as farmers wait for the long rains to commence in 

early March. Information reaching our office indicates that most farmers 

are gearing up for the second season, as harvesting winds up in central 

and eastern Uganda. The RATIN network team has not been able to get 

the estimated production figures, but the current indications point to

wards a normal harvest usually about 200,00MT having been realized. 

No wonder there has been an increase in maize and beans to Busia bor

der. 

Tanzania: According to the February 2009 Tanzania Food Security 

Update Report by FEWSNET Tanzania, the “vuli” rains have performed 

well in the Lake Zone and Kigoma regions, but have been below normal 

in northern and northeastern areas (Kilimanjaro, Arusha, Tanga, and 

Coast regions). Poor performance of these rains will likely lead to below 

‐normal crop production in these areas, along with crop failures in low

land areas, where rains failed completely. Rains have been persistently 

below normal in these areas during the past five years. 

Msimu rains that normally begin in mid‐November in unimodal areas 

have had a mixed performance to date. The rains have been low and 

high in different areas. More information will be available as the season 

progresses. 

Southern Africa: The maize crop in Southern Africa countries is doing 

well. Adequate rainfall was received in South Africa, Malawi and Zam

bia. Consequently, preliminary production estimates indicate that a good 

crop is expected from the southern Africa countries except for Zim

babwe. It has been forecasted that South Africa will get another bumper 

harvest comparable to the last production year, about 12million MT. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Kenya to rely on South Africa, Uganda and Tanzania 

for maize until quarter two. 

• Short rains harvesting concludes in East Africa. 

• Long rains season set to begin in East Africa 

• Wholesale maize and bean prices for Jan/Feb 2009 

high compared to similar periods. 

Kenya: Preparation for the long rains season 2009/10 is 

underway in most maize growing areas. Land has been 

prepared in Nyanza, Western and the grain basket of Rift-

Valley in anticipation for the onset of the long rains in a 

couple of weeks. Farmers are ready for the season; they 

are sourcing inputs such as seeds and fertilizers. Under 

normal circumstances, maize prices are expected to de

cline during this time as famers offload the last season’s 

produce to the market in order to access cash for inputs. 

Information reaching Eastern Africa Grain Council indi

cates otherwise, farmers in the grain basket are not releas

ing maize to the market. The reasons being attributed to 

this are that maize supplies from the 2008/09 season are 

diminished and that farmers are holding onto their maize 

for food security in anticipation that the current maize 

shortage may continue. 

The 2008/09 production season which is almost con

cluded was below average. According to the Ministry of 

Agriculture in Kenya, an estimated 2.21Million MT (24.5 

million 90kg bags) of maize will be realized. This is 

about 20% lower when compared to the 5yr average pro

duction of 2.7million MT (30million bags). This year, the 

Government has rolled out an input subsidy program to 

increase maize production for the year 2009/10. In the 

program, farmers will access tractors for hire at subsi

dized rates while the identified vulnerable farmers will 

get an input voucher worth Ksh. 7,300. The voucher is 

equivalent to 50kg bag each of planting and top dressing 

fertilizers (DAP & CAN) and 10kg of certified hybrid 

maize seed. 

Market Prices and Trade 

During the third quarter of 2008, commodity prices in 

East Africa were high. Wholesale maize prices for key 

markets in Kenya during December 2008 were on aver

age USD 310/MT in Nairobi and Mombasa. In Dar es 

Salaam and Kampala maize prices were on average USD 

296/MT and USD 258/MT respectively. In Kigali the 

wholesale prices were USD 360/MT. In February 2009, 

these prices dropped in Kigali and Kampala while they 

increased in Nairobi during the same time. The drop in 

prices was mainly as a response to the second season har

vests in East Africa. Maize prices in Kigali dropped by 

11% in February compared to December 2008, while in 

Kampala they dropped by only 4% during the same pe

riod. In Nairobi the prices increased significantly by 

about 24% as supply situation tightened. Beans and rice 

prices had a mixed reaction during the same time. 

The analysis and conclusions made in this report are those of the author, pls con
tact EAGC/ RATIN office, Bridget Okumu; bokumu@eagc.org, +254 20 3745840 

mailto:bokumu@eagc.org


    

 
 

                     

                       

                       

                     

        

 

                     

                       

                     

                        

                        

           

 

                  

                    

                   

                    

             

           

            

         

 
            

   
 

          

           

             

            

          

            

           

         

       

            

            

     

 

          

            

             

          

              

          

           

          

 

          

           

         

            

           

             

          

          

                  

                  

                     

    

 

 

  

 

        
 

  

  

  

  

  

 

     

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

    
  

  

  

  

  

Market Prices and Trade 

Cont’……. 

Rice prices had minimal price increase in Kigali, Kampala and Dar es Salaam ranging from 2% to 6%. The most significant in

crease was in Kampala and Dar es Salaam where prices increased by 6% in each market. The increase was minimal in Kigali at 

only 2%. In fact, Kigali was the only city where beans prices dropped in February 2009 compared to Dec 2008. The Kigali beans 

prices dropped by 8% while they remained unchanged in Nairobi but increased by 7% in Dar es Salaam. Kampala had minimal 

price increase of 2% during the same period. 

The February maize wholesale price in Nairobi was USD 382/MT, USD 321/MT in Kigali and USD 293/MT in Dar es Salaam. 

The lowest priced maize was in Kampala where one ton of maize sold for an average of USD 249/MT. Even though Kampala has 

relatively low priced maize in East Africa, the prices are actually higher than February 2008 and the three year average price 

which is about USD 190/MT. In fact in all the capital city markets save for Dar es Salaam, the February 2009 maize prices are 

higher than the February 2008, 2007 and 2006 prices. Figure 1a and 1b shows the four year wholesale maize and bean price trend 

for January and February average for selected markets in East Africa. 

According to RATIN’s regional price analysis, wholesale maize prices in Nairobi are expected to remain high until significant 

supplies are injected into the market. In Kampala, wholesale prices will also remain high due to the increased demand from 

Kenya and Sudan. Moreover, domestic demand for maize from Uganda’s institutions such as schools, hospitals etc will keep the 

prices up. More households in Uganda are currently consuming more maize compared to the previous years. In Kigali the current 

drop in maize prices will be short lived as the supplies from the sec

ond season harvest dwindles after April. In Dar es Salaam, maize 

prices are expected to remain stable, but could ease in May as harvest

ing from the grain basket of Southern region commences. 

Kenya to Rely on South Africa, Uganda and Tanzania for maize 

until quarter two. 

Mid 2008, the Government of Kenya approved the importation of 

maize to boost domestic supply. As a response, Kenya has imported 

maize grain and maize meal as well as wheat. The port of Mombasa 

has been busy with vessels containing maize and wheat queuing to be 

discharged. The main source of wheat has been America, Australia, 

Russia and Europe while the main source of maize has been South 

Africa with some additional from America. The total maize and wheat 

imports received between October and February 2009 is 196,000MT 

and 280,000MT respectively. These statistics magnifies the impor

tance of South African maize to the Kenyan households. In addition to 

maize, 22,000MT of maize meal has been imported by the food aid 

organizations for feeding programs. 

The RATIN’s information analysis reveal that the South Africa maize 

imports will be needed until July when a minor harvest is expected 

from the bimodal growing areas in Kenya if the rains start on time. 

Information from reliable sources in South Africa indicates that the 

country will be able to continue to supply Kenya with maize since it is 

expecting another bumper crop for the second consecutive year. The 

last time South Africa exported significant amount of maize to Kenya 

was in 2005 when Kenya did not have enough stocks. 

According to the cross border data statistics maintained by RATIN, 

Kenya has received a total of 84,731MT of maize and 19,391MT 

beans from Uganda and Tanzania between January and February 

2009. Uganda also exported 7,920 MT of maize to Rwanda during the 

same period. The maize inflow into Kenya from Uganda is expected 

to continue till end of March after which it will reduce as stocks di

minish. In Tanzania since harvesting started slightly earlier and the 

production average, surplus stock for exports are already low. Based 

on historical cross border statistics maintained by RATIN, availability of stocks and price differentials determine the direction of 

commodity flow. For example, despite Tanzania having imposed an export ban on agricultural commodities in March 2008, sig

nificant volumes of maize were exported into Kenya. This was mainly due to the price differentials and demand, high prices in 

Kenya attracted Tanzanian maize. 
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1a: Wholesale maize price trend in East Africa 
(Jan/Feb ave.2006-09) 
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1b. Wholesale bean price trend 

(Jan/Feb ave. 2006-09) 
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1c. Wholesale rice price trend 
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