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The Market Analysis Sub-group of the Food Security and Nutrition Working Group (FSNWG) monitors cross-border trade of 88 food commodities and 
livestock in eastern Africa in order to quantify the contribution of informal cross-border trade to food security in the region. This Bulletin provides an 
overview of cross-border trade across selected border of in the period April-June 2013. Thirty border points are monitored covering Tanzania, Burundi, 
Rwanda, Uganda, Kenya, Somalia, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Sudan, South Sudan and DRC. Additional data for the report was obtained from the National Bank 
of Rwanda (NBR). 

 

Summary 

 Uganda, Tanzania and Ethiopia remained the main sources of informal exports to rest of countries in the region. 

 Kenyan imports of maize from Uganda and Tanzania recovered between April and June from the atypical low imports 
between January and March; this was due to the return of certainty in Kenyan markets following the peaceful 
elections in March.  

 South Sudan’s informal imports from Uganda increased considerably between April and June 2013 amid continued 
tension along its border with Sudan.  

 Export of local production and re-export of sorghum from Ethiopia and Somalia to Djibouti was higher between April 
and May, attributed to high demand in southern eastern Djibouti including Loyado and Ali Sebieh. 

 

Exports and Imports by Country 

Kenya imports: Imports of maize from 
Uganda into Kenya between April and 
June recovered from the atypical low 
import level between January and 
March. The recovery followed the return 
of certainty in the Kenyan market after 
the peaceful elections in March. Overall, 
the volume of maize imports from 
Uganda and Tanzania were 91 percent of 
the average imports during the same 
period in 2011 and 20121. However, 
informal maize imports from January 
through to June were only 54 percent of 
average imports in the same period in 
2011 and 2012 (see Figure 1). Bean 
imports into Kenya followed a typical trend, in line with expected declining availability on the market following 
December and January harvests. Imports increased again with the onset of new harvest from late May. 
Overall, total informal bean imports between January and June were five percent higher than the average 

                                                 
1Note that average imports of maize and beans for 2011 and 2012 are presented as bar-chart in Figure 1. 
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import of 2011 and 2012 in the same period. Meanwhile sorghum imports by Kenya from Uganda declined by 
about forty percent in the same period due to high demand South Sudan that offer better returns. 
 
South Sudan imports: Formal and 
informal imports of staple food 
commodities from Uganda 
between May and June 2013 was 
on average eight times more than 
in the same period in 2012 (see 
Figure 2). This affirms Sudan’s 
replacement by Uganda as South 
Sudan’s main source of food 
imports during this period, which 
is attributed to the tensions 
between Sudan and South Sudan. 
Between May and June 2013, 
imports of red sorghum, beans, 
and maize were respectively 
eleven, seven and five times 
higher than in the same period in 2012. In addition, exports and re-export of rice, wheat flour, and maize flour 
from Uganda were fourteen, six and two times higher than in the same period in 2012.  
 

Tanzania exports: Maize exports from Tanzania usually increase in January and February, with the harvest of 

the September–December crop. However exports from Tanzania to Kenya declined during the electioneering 

period in Kenya between January and March due fears about possible repeat of elections violence in 2007 (see 

Figure 3). With the end of peaceful 

elections in March, informal maize 

exports from Tanzania to Kenya 

rose in April, May and June by 

around 200, 125 and 35 percent, 

respectively, compared to the 2011 

and 2012 averages in corresponding 

months. Tanzania maize export to 

other countries during this period 

was typically low. Maize exports 

were 52 percent of the 2011 and 

2012 average of the corresponding 

period. This low exports can be 

attributed to ‘below normal’ 

September to December harvests in 

the northern bimodal production areas. Bean exports followed the typical seasonal trend, bottoming in May 

but increasing in June with the arrival of fresh supply from the October-April harvests from the unimodal areas 

in the southern regions. Bean exports during the quarter were 88 percent of the 2011 and 2012 average in the 

same period. Rice exports to Burundi, Rwanda, and Kenya have been atypically high in 2013 with growing 
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demand in both urban and rural areas.  During the past two decades, per capita rice consumption in sub-

Saharan Africa (SSA) increased by more than 50%. 2.  

Somalia exports: Export of local and 
re-exported sorghum from Ethiopia 
to Djibouti was around 122 percent 
higher between April and May 
compared to the 2011/12 average in 
the same period (see Figure 4). This 
is attributed to high demand in 
south eastern Djibouti including 
Loyado and Ali Sebieh and followed 
the 2012 drought in most parts of 
the country that resulted in a large 
proportion of the population 
depending on food aid. Where 
sorghum was not provided, it was 
bought with cash proceeds from 
sales of other food aid commodities. 
Export of local maize and re-exports 
of Ethiopian maize fell to 54 percent 
between April and May, due to high costs of transport. This was attributed to poor roads or lack of shipment 
by sea, localized conflict, or change of regime and associated businesses in the south. All of these restricted 
the movement of maize to markets in southern Somalia. Re-exports of Ethiopian maize also declined due 
higher prices in source market within Ethiopia. Enforcement of tax collection by Ethiopian government also 
adversely affected informal trade of wheat flour and rice with the Somali region of Ethiopia. Consequently, 
traders have in the short-term opted out of the wheat flour re-export business to assess the situation. Re-
export of rice declined to 29 percent between April and May compared to the average of 2011/12 for the same 
period for the same reasons. 
 

Ethiopia Exports: There were high 
exports of sesame and bean to 
Sudan following the October to 
January 201213 Meher harvest. 
However, exports of the two 
commodities and to a lesser extent 
sorghum returned to their seasonal 
trends between April and June 2013 
as shown in Figure 5. Exports 
declined in April and May as supplies 
tightened and traders held back on 
stocks in anticipation of better prices 
during the lean season and the 
Ramadan festivities in July.    

   
 

                                                 
2 Samarendu Mohanty, Trends in global rice consumption International Rice Research Institute, January 2013. 
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Rwanda imports: Maize imports into 
Rwanda from Uganda and Tanzania 
are usually low between January and 
April due to general availability from 
the September to December local 
harvest. However, between January 
and June 2013, maize imports from 
Uganda and Tanzania have been 
atypically low at around 16 percent of 
the 2011/12 average in the same 
period (see Figure 6). On the other 
hand, imports of rice from Tanzania 
increased by one and half times the 
average imports in corresponding 
period in 2011/12. Overall, total rice 
imports from Uganda and Tanzania between January and March was atypically low due to availability of stocks 
from the September to December 2012 imports. Most of the rice imported into Rwanda is consumed in urban 
centers, while maize and sorghum flour are consumed by most households across the country. Meanwhile 
cassava flour is consumed less in the western and northern regions while sweet potato is consumed 
predominantly by poor rural households. 
 
Uganda Exports: Uganda is a net exporter to neighbouring countries including South Sudan, Kenya, Rwanda 
and DRC and exports remained high between April and June 2013 (Figure 7). Export of red sorghum in this 
period increased 15-fold the 2011/12 average in corresponding period, with 90 percent of the exports to South 
Sudan. In the same period, 
export of beans was three times 
higher than the 2011/12 
average in the same period, 
with 43 and 20 percent of these 
to South Sudan and Kenya, 
respectively. Meanwhile export 
and re-export of wheat flour 
and rice were respectively four 
and three times higher than the 
2011/12 average in the 
corresponding period; and 90 
percent of the commodities 
were exported to South Sudan. 
During the same period, the 
proportions of maize exported 
to Kenya and to South Sudan 
were 20 and 80 percent, 
respectively. The total exports were four times higher than the April-June 2011/12 average.  

Burundi imports: Usually Burundi imports small quantities of staple foods for consumption by communities 
living along the border regions and urban centers. Rice imports remained low from February through June, 
following atypical high imports in January. Maize flour imports from Tanzania were high between January and 
March compared with the 2011 and 2012 average in the same period. Informal wheat flour import increased 
by an average of 276 percent between January and April 2013 compared to 2011 and 2012. The pattern of 
imports appears to suggest that rice and maize flour have substituted maize imports from Tanzania. This was 
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partly influenced by below-normal production of maize in the bimodal areas of Tanzania. The volumes of 
imports of cassava and Irish potato from Rwanda between January and May 2013 were similar to the average 
for 2011 and 2012 in the corresponding period. 

 

Outlook for July to December 

Kenya: Import of maize into Kenya between July and December is expected to increase seasonally to around 
400,000MT, with around 280,000MT coming from Uganda and approximately 120,000MT from Tanzania 
(including imports from Zambia and Malawi). Most of these imports are expected to go to deficit regions in 
southwestern, southeastern and coastal areas that that traditionally depend on these imports. 

South Sudan: Continued tension with Sudan will attract more imports of unprocessed staple foods from East 
Africa, especially from Uganda. However, in absence of trade restrictions, imports from East Africa will not be 
competitive for deliveries in the northern States bordering Sudan. This is due to high transport costs associated 
with long distance and poor road conditions. 

Tanzania: Maize and bean exports to Kenya are both expected to increase seasonally between July and 
December reflecting the progression of the lean season in the southwest, southeast and coastal areas of 
Kenya. After extensive evaluation and screening across the country since 2008, high yielding rice varieties 
(IR05N 221 and IR03A 262)3 show promising yields of 6.5–7 and 7.5 tons per hectare, respectively. These rice 
varieties are being multiplied to produce enough seed for wide-scale dissemination to farmers nationwide by 
2014. These varieties are expected to help uphold Tanzania’s position as the leading rice producer in East and 
Southern Africa. Average yield is currently around 1.8 tons per hectare due to the use of low-yielding varieties 
that also have long growth duration and high susceptibility to diseases.   

Somalia: Re-exports of maize and sorghum from Ethiopia to Djibouti are expected to increase with the harvest 
in Ethiopia from October. However, re-export of rice to Somali region of Ethiopia will likely be erratic and 
atypically low due to enforcement of tax collection by the Ethiopia government and attendant increased cost 
of tax evasion. 

Ethiopia: Exports of sorghum especially to Djibouti and Somalia are expected to increase seasonally with the 
start of harvest in October. 

Rwanda: Maize imports from Uganda and Tanzania is expected to increase seasonally between July and 
December in spite of anticipated increase in production from the June to August minor season, and 
progression of the September to December lean season. A normal production of sorghum and increased rice 
imports from Tanzania may temper imports from Uganda.  

Uganda: Despite an expected average production during the ongoing harvest, Uganda is expected to remain 
the main exporter of staple foods in the region. Most of the commodities will be destined for South Sudan, but 
significant quantities will also go to Kenya, Rwanda and eastern DRC. 

Burundi: Imports of staple foods is expected to remain low due to the high dependence by most households 

on own production and general availability of most staples on the markets. However, seasonal trade along the 

border communities is expected to continue. Significant rice and wheat flour imports are expected to continue 

with increasing consumption of both in urban areas. 

                                                 
3 International Rice Research Institute, April 2013. 


