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Start of the growing season marked by a low planting rate 
• According to the findings by the meetings of experts 

organized by the SAP (the national early warning 

system) this past May and June, 2.1 million residents of 

rural areas are vulnerable to food insecurity as of 

May/June of this year, compared with 2.3 million back 

in January of this year and 6.3 million in May of last 

year.  

 

• The growing season is starting slightly later than in 

previous years, but seasonal rainfall forecasts for the 

2011/2012 season are calling for normal to above-

normal cumulative rainfall totals for Niger.   

 

• A look at the current state of nutrition shows a rise in 

the number of admissions of malnourished children to 

therapeutic feeding centers, which is considered 

normal and in line with both seasonal and cyclical 

trends. 

 

Updated food security outlook through June 

2011 
 

In general, there is normal food availability for this time of 

year. Supply and demand on food markets are virtually in a 

state of equilibrium. The normalization of start-of-season 

conditions should improve supplies with the unloading of 

crops by surplus-producing farmers for the purchasing of 

seeds and the hiring of farmhands.  

 

Current market prices for grain crops are high compared 

with the five-year average but, in general, prices should 

stabilize by July with the improvement in rainfall conditions. 

Grain demand is still on the rise due, not only to grain-short 

household needs, but also to the needs of pastoralists 

looking to rebuild their food reserves for their seasonal migration to fall-back grazing areas. 

 

Livestock markets are reporting an increase in supplies, particularly of small animals, which are generally the first animals 

sold off to meet household expenses. This increase in the supply of small animals from grain-demanding pastoral 

households is not weakening terms of trade, which are still generally at somewhere between 133 and 248 kg of millet per 

male goat, compared with an average of 98 to 153 kg of millet/male goat.  

 

Farmers in 1562 villages representing 14 percent of all farming communities have already started planting millet crops, 

compared with a figure of 20 percent at this time last year. This does not indicate an unusual lag in planting activities since, 
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Figure 1. Estimated food security outcomes, June 2011 

 
For more information on the IPC Food Insecurity Phases, please see 
www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale.                       Source: FEWS NET 
Figure 2. Estimated food security outcomes, July-
September 2011 

 
Source : FEWS NET 
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on average, the rainy season can start anytime between May 20
th

 and July 20
th

 in most farming areas of Niger. However, the 

slow start of the growing season is causing traders to hold onto their inventories, which is putting pressure on grain 

availability and grain prices. The situation is expected to improve, given the favorable rainfall conditions predicted in the 

seasonal forecasts released by the African Center of Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD), calling for 

normal tending towards above-normal rainfall.  

 

However, certain parts of Magaria, Tchintabaraden, Madarounfa, Guidan Roumdji, Bouza, Illéla, Tanout, Gouré, Madaoua, 

Tessaoua, Dakoro, and Mayahi departments are facing crises triggered by the depletion of food reserves, above-average 

prices, the atypical pattern of return migration from Libya, and the deterioration in household purchasing power. In fact, 

the annual meeting of the National Early Warning System’s Coordination Unit (CC/SAP) in Tahoua on May 30th - June 4th of 

this year revisited the vulnerability report, putting the number of residents of rural areas vulnerable to food insecurity in 

May/June of this year at 2.1 million (out of a total of 2.3 million), compared with a figure of 2.3 million in January of this 

year and 6.3 million in May of last year. The current size of the food-insecure population as of May of this year is 

comparable to the figure for December of 2008, in the middle of the post-harvest period in what was an excellent crop 

year. Despite the maintenance of generally average to good food security conditions, the CC/SAP has identified 167 

municipalities (or parts of municipalities) facing food access difficulties. New parts of several departments in these areas are 

categorized as vulnerable to food insecurity. Conditions in Bilma, Magaria, Madarounfa, Guidan Roumdji, Tessaoua, 

Tchintabaraden, Madaoua, Gouré, Tanout, Bouza, and Illéla departments are deteriorating. Households in these areas are 

facing a « crisis » caused by cutbacks in food intake due to the depletion of their grain and fodder reserves and their weak 

purchasing power in the face of the current shortage and/or lower than usual levels of wage income. Poorer than usual 

local potential for engaging in successful income-generating activities in June of this year is prompting area residents to 

resort to strategies which involve sending half the household off to work in wealthier areas, to the detriment of family 

farms. 

 

In general, there was an average 31 percent rise in the number of admissions of malnourished children to therapeutic 

feeding centers around the country between April and May of this year. In certain parts of the country, mass return 

migration by workers expelled from Libya is heightening the fragility of household purchasing power due to the losses of 

income caused by the current sociopolitical problems in Nigeria.  

 

This deterioration in household living conditions has been confirmed by the findings from a FEWS NET Niger mission to 

Magaria department in June of this year, where reported crop production deficits in certain areas/municipalities due to 

infestations of crop pests since January of this year have affected as much as 20 percent of the total population of that 

department. The foreseeable deterioration in food access caused a larger than usual percentage of the workforce and, in 

many cases, entire households, to leave for Nigeria (specifically for Jigawa State) unusually early, or by October/November. 

With the start-up of farming activities, their return will mean a growing household food demand. Current food shortages 

are translating into rising numbers of admissions of malnourished children to therapeutic feeding centers set up around the 

department.  

 

Seasonal calendar and timeline of critical events 
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