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NIGER Food Security Update	 November 2007 

Household food security in Niger this November is 
characterized by an early rise in grain prices in certain areas, 
within a sub‐regional food security context marked by limited 
supplies of maize. The rising prices and scarcity of maize are 
primarily affecting urban households, in spite of the country’s 
good millet and sorghum harvests. 

The crux of the maize supply problem lies in the uneven 
pattern of production and current speculation by traders in the 
wake of localized production shortfalls throughout the 
subregion, particularly in Northern Nigeria, Ghana and Benin. 
These three countries are Niger’s main sources of grain in 
general and corn in particular. 

Though grain markets have not been especially dysfunctional 
this past month, heavy demand for grain to replenish trader 
inventories and cooperative stores has already driven up prices 
on most markets in grain‐surplus areas. In contrast, prices in 
areas with structural deficits or posting a deficit this particular year are generally holding steady and, in many cases, 
trended downwards between October and November 2007. Thus, the rise in prices in the surplus areas is basically a 
reflection of the speculation by traders, who are already counting on the market playing a crucial role in the provisioning of 
grain‐deficit areas. 

Figure 1. Estimated current food security conditions, 
fourth quarter 2007 (October through December) 

Source: FEWS NET 

A review of conditions on livestock markets shows an improvement in supply and demand for live animals, which are in 
good condition, translating into favorable terms of trade for pastoralists and livestock traders. However, rising prices for 
grain crops in grain‐surplus areas have undercut gains in the terms of trade for livestock/grain between October and 
November. 

Nutrition indicators are steadily improving thanks to recent harvests, good conditions in livestock‐raising areas and 
multidimensional programs. This improvement is reflected in the lower numbers of malnourished children admitted to 
therapeutic feeding centers (CREN). More specifically, a total of 6,888 malnourished children were admitted to these 
facilities in November of this year, with 5,543 suffering from moderate malnutrition and 1,345 suffering from severe 
malnutrition, representing a 21 percent drop in admissions compared with figures for October. 

In conclusion, the household food security situation is generally good thanks to on‐farm food reserves, but the future 
outlook will be closely tied to trends in market operability. 

Thus, preserving the current state of normalcy over the next several months means: 

	 Helping pastoralists replenish their food reserves by preventing any impediment to the smooth operation of 
livestock markets, particularly with respect to exports; 

	 Focusing on shoring up village‐level food reserves and cooperative stores in pastoral and food‐deficit areas; 
	 Continuing to bolster off‐season farming activities; 
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	 Starting up pasture protection works immediately through the construction of firebreaks under cash‐for‐work 
programs in pastoral areas to help area households rebuild their food stores; 

	 Continuing these same cash‐for‐work programs in food‐deficit areas of Ouallam, Birni Nkonni and Mirriah; 
	 Following the lead of the government of Benin by taking steps to lower import duties on grain and eliminate illegal 

duties and levies interfering with the free movement of goods and the smooth operation of area markets; 
	 Preventing any barriers to grain and livestock exports; 
	 Quickly getting to work on the joint household food security and vulnerability survey scheduled to be conducted by 

the government and its food security partners in December 2007 to better target at‐risk areas and vulnerable 
populations; 

	 Speeding up implementation of a community‐based strategy for the control of malnutrition to prevent any erosion 
in recent gains. 

Grain access 

Grain markets 
An examination of conditions on grain markets shows adequate 
supplies of food products. 

Looking at November prices for millet on markets around the 
country, Mayahi posted the lowest prices, at 9,549 CFAF per 100 
kg sack, compared with 10,417 CFAF in 2006 and an average 
price of 9,972 CFAF for that same market. The Ouallam and 
Gouré markets posted the highest price, at 15,000 CFAF per 100 
kg sack, compared with figures of 15,000 CFAF and 12,600 CFAF, 
respectively, in 2006 and five‐year averages of 14,250 CFAF and 
12,960 CFAF for the same time of year (Figure 2). 

In general, between October and November 2007, grain prices 
generally held steady on markets in grain‐deficit areas in the 
western and northern parts of the country, and prices are 
trending upwards on most markets in grain‐surplus areas in the 
southern and central parts of the country (Figure 3). 

Thus, the current upturn in prices has not yet reached grain‐
deficit areas. This rise in prices in grain‐surplus areas is due 
primarily to heavy demand from traders looking to build up their 
inventories in preparation for future price speculation during the 
upcoming lean period, when they expect prices to climb in the 
wake of this year’s uneven pattern of production. 

The Gaya and Loga markets (in the Dosso region), the Dakoro, 
Guidan Roumdji, Madarounfa, Mayahi, Aguié, and Tessaoua 
markets (in the Maradi region), the Matameye, Tanout, and 
Gouré markets (in the Zinder region) and the Tahoua and Keita 
markets (in the Tahoua region) are reporting the steepest hikes 
in millet prices, most of which are in areas posting rather large gross grain surpluses from this year’s harvests (Figure 3). 

Figure 2. November 2007 prices for millet 
(CFAF/100 kg) 

Source: SIMA; Graphic by FEWS NET Niger 

Figure 3. Comparison of  October and November  
2007 prices for millet (CFAF/100 kg) 

Source: SIMA; Graphic by FEWS NET Niger 
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Figure 4. November 2007 prices for millet (CFAF/100 kg) 
compared with the same time last year 

Source: SIMA; Graphic by FEWS NET Niger 

Figure 5. November 2007 prices for millet (CFAF/100 kg) 
compared with the 2002/06 average for the same time of 
year 

Source: SIMA; Graphic by FEWS NET Niger 

Despite the earlier than usual increase in millet prices in 
farming areas, a comparison across recent years indicates 
that November millet prices are still generally at or below 
price figures for 2006 and the five‐year average for the 
same time of year (Figures 4 and 5). 

However, prices on certain markets in structurally deficit 
areas (Ouallam, Loga and Gouré) and markets affected by 
cyclical crop production shortfalls in this year’s harvests 
(Gaya, Birni Nkonni, Guidan Roumdji and Mirriah) are 
running above last year and are above‐average for this 
time of year (by anywhere from 5 to 19 percent). 

Moreover, the shortfall in maize production in Gaya, 
Nigeria and Benin has already driven maize prices up 
sharply on markets throughout Niger (Figure 6). 

Continuing high prices for maize could affect the millet 
market over the next few months as urban demand shifts from maize to millet. 

Figure 6. November 2007 prices for corn (CFAF/kg) on the 
Gaya, Dosso, Maradi and Niamey markets compared with 2006 
and the five-year average for the same time of year 

Source: SIMA; Graphic by FEWS NET Niger 
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Livestock markets 

Livestock prices are satisfactory from the standpoint of pastoralists 
and livestock traders. The improvement in the market value of 
livestock is due mainly to the good condition of fattened animals 
and the presence of large numbers of Nigerian traders and 
exporters on markets in Niger. 

Thus, November prices for bulls ranged from 176,667 CFAF per head 
on the Tessaoua market to 277,083 CFAF in Niamey. Last 
November, on these same markets, bulls were selling for 194,250 
CFAF in Tessaoua and 212,831 CFAF in Niamey. The five‐year 
average is 178,203 CFAF per head in Tessaoua and 185,843 CFAF in 
Niamey. 

In general, a market‐by‐market review of bull prices shows steep 
price hikes on all markets with the exception of Illéla and Keita, 
where prices are running behind November 2006 and are below‐
average (Figures 7 and 8). Prices on the Aguié, Tessaoua and Mainé 
Soroa markets are also running behind November 2006 prices but 
are near‐average. 

The decline in prices on the Keita, Tessaoua, Aguié, Illéla and Mainé 
Soroa markets reflects the interplay of supply and demand and, 
more specifically, of the larger supplies of livestock on these 
markets due to their proximity to pastoral areas and grazing 
enclaves. 

Terms of trade continue to favor pastoralists 
The grain equivalent for a male goat in November of this year 
ranged from 90 kg of millet per head in Keita (Tahoua) to 240 kg in 
Kollo (Tillabery). 

At this time last year, the ratio was 107 kg per head in Keita and 131 
kg in Kollo. On average, the selling price of a goat is equivalent to 
the cost of 78 kg of millet on the Boboye market and 199 kg of 
millet for pastoralists in Tanout and Say. 

The strong improvement (of over 20 percent) in terms of trade for 
goats/millet between October and November of this year on the 
Kollo and Mainé Soroa markets was in sharp contrast to the sizeable 
erosion (of from 5 to 19 percent and, in some cases, over 20 
percent) in these same price ratios on the Keita, Dosso, Dakoro, 
Gaya, Téra, Tillabery, Tahoua, Madaoua, Tessaoua, Gouré, and Diffa 
markets. 

Figure 7. November 2007 prices for bulls 
compared with November 2006 

Source: SIMB; Graphic by FEWS NET Niger 

Figure 8. November 2007 prices for bulls 
compared with the 2002/06 average 

Source: SIMB; Graphic by FEWS NET Niger 

Figure 9.  November 2007 terms of trade for 
male goats/millet, in grain equivalents 

Source: SIMB; Graphic by FEWS NET Niger 
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This erosion in the grain equivalent for a male goat is a result of 
hikes in millet prices (of from 5 to 19 percent) and the slowdown 
in goat sales on certain markets. 

However, November terms of trade for pastoralists in all parts of 
the country were still clearly above‐average. The sale of a goat on 
the Tanout market (in Zinder) in November of this year provided 
pastoralists with close to 226 kg of millet, compared with 192 kg in 
2006 and a five‐year average of 199 kg (Figure 10). However, 
terms of trade in Ouallam and Diffa departments are below‐
average due to the low market value of goats in these areas. In 
fact, supply generally outstrips demand on both these markets. 

In conclusion, current terms of trade are extremely favorable to 
pastoralists in all parts of the country, despite localized hikes in 
millet prices. Thus, no part of the country has come anywhere 
near the critical threshold (of 2 to 3 goats per sack of millet) that places pastoralist households at risk for food insecurity 
according to the food insecurity scale for the contingency plan recently approved for Niger. 

Figure 10. November 2007 terms of trade for 
male goats/millet compared with the 2002/06 average 

Source: SIMB; Graphic by FEWS NET Niger 

Nutrition 

There was an improvement in nutrition indicators in November 
2007, particularly in the number of admissions of 
malnourished children to therapeutic feeding centers (CREN). 

More specifically, a total of 6,888 children suffering from 
malnutrition were admitted to treatment facilities in 
November of this year, including 1,345 cases of severe 
malnutrition and 5,543 cases of moderate malnutrition, 
compared with figures of 8,170 and 19,497, respectively, for 
October 2007 and November 2006, a decline of 21 percent and 
65 percent, respectively (Figure 11). 

The departments of Guidan Roumdji (in the Maradi region), 
Birni Konni, Tchintabaraden, and Bouza (in the Tahoua region), 
Tanout (in the Zinder region), Tchirozérine (in the Agadez 
region), Téra and Filingué (in the Tillabery region), and Loga (in 
the Dosso region) are reporting the steepest decline in 
admissions rates for malnourished children (over 50 percent 
since November 2006). 

Figure 11. Number of malnourished children admitted 
to treatment centers in October 2007, compared with 
September 2007 and October 2006 

Source: SNIS; Graphic by FEWS NET Niger 
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However, admissions rates in departments such as Ouallam (in 
Tillabery), Abalak (in the Tahoua region), Dosso (in the Dosso 
region), Dakoro (in the Maradi region), Arlit (in the Agadez 
region), Matameye and Gouré (in the Zinder region) are up 
sharply (Figure 12). This rise in the number of admissions could 
be the result of recent outbreaks of seasonal diseases such as 
respiratory infections generally associated with the cold season, 
which is gradually setting in around the country. 

The impressive drop in admissions in November of this year is 
probably due to an improvement in children’s diets thanks to 
good milk production, in turn, a result of good grazing 
conditions in pastoral areas. These lower admissions rates may 
also be explained by the increase in assistance programs by 
Niger’s food security partners active in the fight against 
malnutrition. 

Figure 12. Number of malnourished children admitted 
to treatment centers in November 2007, compared 
with October 2007 

Source: SNIS; Graphic by FEWS NET Niger 

However, relief agencies active in the area of nutrition should not postpone the implementation of programs grounded in a 
community‐based strategy. 
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