
NIGER Food Security Update August 2007 

The 2007/08 agricultural season continues to progress, with good spatial and temporal distribution of rains favoring good 
production prospects. As of August 31, cumulative rainfall totals are 80 percent above average, and 69 percent above 
totals for the same period last year. No droughts — which would likely cause significant crop losses — have been reported 
to date, but heavy precipitation has been recorded in all regions of the country. 

While the heavy precipitation has allowed for permanent and semi‐permanent ponds to be refilled, ensuring adequate 
water for livestock and favorable conditions for off‐season agriculture, it has also caused localized flooding. These floods 
have damaged crops, houses, roads and other infrastructure. They also pose a public health threat, increasing affected 
populations’ exposure to water‐borne diseases. The Government of Niger (GoN) and humanitarian agencies are currently 
assisting flood‐affected populations. 

National estimates at the end of August indicated that 43 percent of sorghum crops and 15 percent of millet crops are at 
development stages ranging from tillering to height‐growth. The remainder of these crops is in advanced stages of 
development, including heading (33 percent), flowering (25 percent), graining (13 percent) and maturation (9 percent), and 
is expected to produce at average to above‐average levels as long as pest attacks are controlled. Crops in the departments 
of Gaya, Boboye, Dosso (Dosso) and Bouza (Tahoua) are at the most advanced overall, with maturation becoming 
widespread. In contrast, in the Zinder region, 54 percent of sorghum crops and four percent of millet crops are at the 
tillering stage. This less‐advanced stage of development could lead to a critical situation in the region if rains do not 
continue normally until at least the end of September or the beginning of October. In addition, water conditions in the 
northern part of the country, especially in the Air and Tamesna regions, are highly favorable to the development of 
migratory locusts, but the civil unrest in these areas is preventing locust surveillance. 

In pastoral areas, herbaceous cover is improving, except in localized areas of northern Maradi and Zinder. Feeding livestock 
may become a critical issue in these areas if the rains stop early there. Pasture conditions are normal to above‐normal in 
Tahoua, Agadez and Diffa. 

Livestock prices are stable overall, and continue to increase on some markets due to high demand from coastal countries. 
Terms of trade for livestock/cereals are also stable and continue to favor pastoralists. 

Food security in Niger remains dichotomous. Northern regions of the country continue to face serious food availability and 
access difficulties due to civil unrest, which has interrupted trade activities in the region. Currently, only the Government of 
Niger’s (GoN) military convoys are supplying these areas with food. Vegetable production, an essential source of income 
for a number of households in this zone, is also threatened by this unrest. However, food security remains satisfactory in 
much of the rest of the country, thanks to a good start of season. 

Admissions to nutritional feeding centers continue to rise, though these increases may stabilize in upcoming months due to 
GoN and partner (UNICEF, WFP) implementation of blanket feeding activities, and because of improvements in dietary 
diversity thanks to the availability of fruit, vegetables and other foods from the current agricultural season. 
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Rainfall 
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Rains were moderate‐to‐heavy, regular and well 
distributed throughout the country during August. As 
of August 20, total rainfall was between 235 and 
730 mm in most of the agricultural zone. As of 
August 20, rainfall estimates from satellite images 
indicated favorable cropping conditions in the 
extreme western part of the country (in Tillaberi and 
Dosso regions), with significant precipitation localized 
in the departments of Say, Tera, Tillaberi, Dosso, 
Loga, Gaya and Doutchi (Figure 1). Rainfall in the 
regions of Tillaberi, Tahoua, Maradi, Agadez, Diffa 
and Zinder regions was so heavy (Figure 2) that it 
caused flooding, damaging crops, dwellings and 
causing a public health menace. 

As of August 28, assessments indicated that 
15,970 flood‐affected people needed an estimated 
960 MT of food. About 65 percent of these needs 
were covered thanks to interventions by GoN 
structures – including the Food Crisis Unit (CCA) and 
the Niger Food Products Agency (OPVN) – and 
partners such as the World Food Programme (WFP), 
the Nigerien Red Cross and Africare. It is estimated 
that 12,979 people are at risk of waterborne diseases 
as a result of flooding, including 2,445 children under 
five years of age. The World Health Organization and 
UNICEF are developing a response plan to be 
implemented in flooded zones. This plan includes 
provisions of antimalarial and antiparasitic drugs and 
medications for other waterborne diseases, including 
typhoid. 

Figure 1. Cumulative rainfall totals from the first dekad of April 
to the second dekad of August 

Source: NOA.  Graphic USGS/FEWS NET 
Figure 2. Anomalies in rainfall totals from the first dekad of 
April to the second dekad of August 

Source: NOA.  Graphic USGS/FEWS NET 

Crop conditions 

According to the State Agricultural Statistics Service, 
the 2007/08 agricultural season began definitively in the third dekad of July 2007, with 100 percent planting coverage. 
Many crops are in advanced stages of development. However, crops are not developing uniformly, due to varying planting 
dates and the irregularity and poor distribution of rains in May and June. These erratic rains caused many first plantings to 
fail in Tillaberi, Tahoua, Maradi and Zinder regions. At the national level, as of August 31, the most widespread stage of 
development for cereals was heading/flowering (Chart 1). The most advanced stage was grain filling and maturation. Crops 
currently at the flowering stage need only three to four weeks to complete their growth cycle. Development of pulses such 
as cowpea and groundnut is also satisfactory, with branching and pod formation being the predominant stages. 

However, a significant proportion (over 10 percent) of crops in all regions of the country remain at tillering and height‐
growth stages, the least advanced stages of development, due to the late start of season and replanting in some areas. If 
rains do not continue normally until the end of September or the first dekad of October, plants at these stages will not 
reach full maturity. Such an outcome would negatively affect the season’s production levels, especially in Niger’s 
breadbasket, in regions such as Zinder (Tanout and Mirriah departments), Maradi (Dakoro and Tessaoua departments), 
Tahoua (Konni and Illéla departments) and Dosso (Doutchi department), where the proportion of crops at these less‐
advanced stages of growth is particularly high. 
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Water conditions 

Heavy rains in August have
 
allowed seasonal ponds and
 
aquifers to recharge, permitting
 
favorable water access for
 
livestock and irrigation activities,
 
especially in the Agadez region.
 
Available water meets current
 
crop needs throughout the
 
country’s agricultural zone and
 
increases opportunities for off‐
season agriculture.
 

The heavy rains did, however,
 
cause flooding on the Niger River,
 
leading to localised losses of
 
vegetable and cereal crops. The
 
flow of the Niger River varied between 1030 and 1255 m3/s as of August 20. This flow is greater than the average for the
 
past 10 years and slightly greater than 1998, the wettest year of the decade.
 

Chart 1.  Stages of development of cereal crops as of August 31, 2007 in all regions of Niger 

Source: DSA/MDA.  Graphic USGS/FEWS NET 

Plant health conditions 

August precipitation precipitated grasshopper infestations in the departments of Ouallam, Tillaberi, Maine Soroa, N’Guigmi, 
Goure and Mayahi. Grain‐eating birds have also been reported in the departments of Gaya, Dogon Doutchi, Bouza, 
Madaoua and Tera. Insect attacks on millet and cowpea crops have been noted in the departments of Gaya, Dosso, 
Boboye, Doutchi, Kollo, Tillaberi, Say, Aguie, Madarounfa, Tessaoua, Tahoua, Illela, Keita, Konni, Bouza, Madaoua, 
Matameye, Magaria and Gazaoua. All of these infestations are now being treated, with support from the village brigade 
teams. 

Heavy rainfall in the Air massif also favors for the development of migratory locusts, grasshoppers and other pests. 
However, civil unrest in this area hinders regular monitoring of pest conditions. 

Pasture conditions 

Pasture conditions are generally satisfactory. Satellite 
images show good biomass production in most crop 
farming and grazing zones, with above‐average 
vegetation in much of the north, except in Tanout and 
Dakoro, where severe vegetation shortages are evident 
(Figure 3). 

Animal health is stable and livestock are in good 
condition, with no major outbreaks of epizootic diseases 
reported, except for a localized outbreak of foot and 
mouth disease in Gaya. 

Crop and livestock markets 

Food access 

Price information supplied by the agricultural market 

Figure 3. Anomalies in vegetation levels at the end of the 
second dekad of August, compared to the average 

Source: NOA.  Graphic USGS/FEWS NET 
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information system (SIMA) indicates that wholesale cereal 
prices have remained stable or declined throughout the 
country since July. This trend is due, in part, to a favorable 
harvest outlook. The exception to this is in the 
departments of Tera, Ouallam, Dosso, Abalak and Dakoro 
(Figure 4), where market supplies and access have become 
difficult due to torrential rains. However, despite the price 
increases seen in these localities, prices remain lower than 
those in 2006 and from the average for the same period 
(Figures 5 and 6). 

In August 2007 the lowest price for a 100 kg sack of millet 
was 10,500 CFAF in Gaya. The highest price this year was 
16,833 CFAF in Ouallam, compared to 19,000 CFAF in 
July 2006 and an average of 18,167 CFAF for the same 
period. These favorable price conditions follow a 
continued increase in cereal supplies from Nigerien 
merchants, cereal banks and government stocks. 

Even in the Agadez region, millet prices have not yet been 
affected by the unrest in the northern part of the country, 
thanks to the large cereal stocks held by mining 
companies, cereal banks and the government. In contrast, 
rice and milk currently cost three to four times as much as 
they have during the past six months, due to problems 
with trading and the circulation of goods between the 
northern area and the various sources of supply. 

Livestock markets 

Thanks to good feed availability and improvement in 
animal conditions, livestock prices — especially for cattle 
— are favorable for herders. Current livestock prices are 
comparable to those of July 2007, but significantly higher 
than in 2006 and than the average for the past five years in 
all zones except Tchirozerine, Keita, Illela and Tessaoua, 
where civil unrest and flooding have inhibited market 
access (Figures 7, 8 and 9). 

For example, in August 2007, the lowest price for a bull 
was 140,00 CFAF in Tchirozerine. The highest price was 
296,250 CFAF in Madaoua. The average price of a bull for 
the same period was 147,083 CFAF in Tchirozerine and 
198,445 CFAF in Madaoua. 

Terms of trade 

During August 2007, terms of trade between rams/millet 
improved for pastoralists by more than 20 percent on the 
Birni Nkonni, Kollo and Mirriah markets. In August, a ram 
can buy 248 kg, 225 kg and 148 kg of millet, on each of 
these markets respectively. In July 2007, on the same 
markets, it would have bought 194 kg, 149 kg and 119 kg, 

Figure 4. Changes in millet prices in August 2007 
compared to July 2007 

Source: SIMA. Graphic FEWS NET Niger 
Figure 5. Change in millet prices in August 2007 compared 
to August 2006 

Source: SIMA. Graphic FEWS NET Niger 
Figure 6. Change in millet prices in August 2007 compared 
to the average for 2002-6 

Source SIMA.  Graphic FEWS NET Niger 
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respectively. Conversely, the terms of trade 
deteriorated significantly (from five percent to 19 
percent) on the Illela, Keita, Tanout, Dakoro, Ouallam 
and Dosso markets (Figure 10). The reduction in the 
cereal equivalent of a ram in these markets is due to 
rising cereal prices and low demand for livestock 
because communication routes have been cut off as a 
result of flooding and civil unrest. 

In comparison to August 2006, the terms of trade in 
August 2007 are very favorable to herders on all 
markets except in Dakoro, because of higher millet 
prices, and in N’Guigmi and Diffa, because of isolation 
(Figure 11). Terms of trade are also more favorable 
to herders in August 2007 than they have been on 
average, in all regions. Selling a ram on the Birni 
Nkonni market (Tahoua) in August 2007 brought the 
herder nearly 248 kg of millet, compared to 102 kg in 
2006 and 96 kg on average during the past five years 
(Figure 12). 

Food security and nutrition 

Food security conditions in the country are 
dichotomous. Northern regions of the country face 
serious availability and access difficulties due to civil 
unrest. Currently, only the government is supplying 
the region, via military convoys. In contrast, food 
security conditions in other regions of Niger are 
satisfactory, thanks to a good start to the agricultural 
season. New millet, groundnut and cowpea harvests 
have begun in some areas. These harvests will 
become more widespread in upcoming months. 

Admissions to nutritional feeding centers continue to 
increase this month, especially for moderate cases of 
malnutrition. The total number of children registered 
in August 2007 was 1,379 severe cases and 7,287 
moderate cases, compared to 1,329 severe and 6,381 
moderate cases in July. This is an increase of 14 
percent in the number of moderate cases but a 
decrease of 3.6 percent for severe cases (Chart 2). 
The increase in moderate cases could be explained by 
the high frequency of malaria, diarrhea, and other 
seasonal diseases, which is normal at this time of 
year. The stability in the severe malnutrition 
situation could be explained by the nutritional 
therapy actions undertaken by multiple actors, after 
the government allowed such activities to resume 
beginning in July 2007. Admissions decreased in 
August 2007, when compared to the same period in 
2005 and 2006. 

Figure 7. Change in bull prices in August 2007, compared to July 
2007 

Source: SIMB; SIMA.  Graphic: FEWS NET Niger 

Figure 8. Change in bull prices in August 2007 compared to 
August 2006 

Source: SIMB; SIMA.  Graphic: FEWS NET Niger 

Figure 9. Change in bull prices in August 2007, compared to the 
average for 2002-6 

Source: SIMB; SIMA.  Graphic: FEWS NET Niger 
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Nutritional conditions could improve 
in the coming months due to blanket 
feeding activities and improved 
opportunities for dietary diversity, 
with the improved availability of 
newly‐harvested products. However, 
even though admissions will likely 
decrease beginning next month, the 
problem of malnutrition will remain, 
with the risk that severe cases could 
arise again, given the social 
persistence of malnutrition in the 
country. Indeed, according to initial 
results from the FEWS NET Niger 
mission to evaluate the nutritional 
situation in the Maradi, Diffa and 
Zinder regions and along Niger’s 
border with Nigeria, the large majority 
of children affected by malnutrition in 
the area are, indeed, Nigerien, with 
Nigerian children composing a lesser portion of this population. These Nigerien children come from areas with good 
agricultural production, but food is unevenly distributed and poorly used within households due to several social and 
cultural considerations. Most of the children admitted to the centers were born to young illiterate mothers or adult 
mothers with many children and limited access to household resources, which are shared out on the basis of social criteria 
rather than need. 

Chart 2.  Changes in admission of malnourished children from August 2006 to 
August 2007 

Source: SNIS, Graphic: FEWS NET Niger 

The results of this evaluation mission clearly indicates that the main reasons for the prevalence in Nigerien children of 
malnutrition in all its forms are sociocultural (the child’s place in the household, the mother’s experience with nursing, 
weaning and feeding children, first‐time mothers’ anxiety about how to act with their first child, a large number of children, 
food taboos, little variety in the diet, procedures for sharing and gaining access to household resources, etc.). Other factors 
such as economic considerations (income, price of food, etc.), food availability (availability of livestock, size of harvests and 
reserves) and public health are secondary. They interact in synergy with the sociocultural factors to aggravate the situation 
seasonally. 

Rehabilitative action taken up to this point has focused mainly on the curative aspect, with large disparities in geographic 
coverage and little integration. Actions promoting prevention and community awareness of the problem are very seldom 
taken in a context marked by problems of low health coverage, poor hygiene and sanitation, and low literacy. Without 
vigorous preventive action, it will be very difficult or even impossible to eliminate malnutrition in Niger. 


