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Summary of food security and nutrition 

Household food security was adequate in December, following good harvests of rainfed 
crops.  Regular market supplies of miscellaneous foodstuffs, steadily falling prices for 
staple grain crops, and access to multiple sources of income from sales of crops such as 
cowpeas, chufa nuts and sesame are helping to improve household food access.  
However, there are localized production deficits in certain parts of the country, including 
southwestern Tillabery, northern Zinder and northern Tahoua.  The January FEWS NET 
Food Security Update will present a clearer picture of the situation and the numbers of 
residents affected once the data from the joint SAP-INS-WFP-FEWS NET-FAO 
household vulnerability survey has been processed. 

As far as the situation in farming areas is concerned, with the good conditions created by the 2006 rainy season, farming 
activities for off-season crops are being stepped up.  This year’s assistance program by the government and its food 
security partners is focusing on supplying seeds for vegetable and potato crops and cuttings for tuber crops and on site 
development work in truck farming areas. 

The Ministry of Animal Resources has just published its findings on pastoral conditions.  Niger has an overall forage 
surplus of 4,905,028 MT of dry matter, including all types of forage production, meeting 100 percent of its livestock needs, 
subject to a balanced distribution of watering holes and the containment of brush fires.  However, there are localized 
forage deficits in the Diffa, Tillabery and Niamey regions, with the Diffa region reporting the largest deficit, at 176,678 MT.   

Grain prices on most agricultural markets continued moving downwards this past month compared with previous months, 
in line with usual seasonal price swings.  On average, December prices were 2 percent below prices for November and 14 
percent lower than prices at the same time last year. 

Despite consistently high rates of structural malnutrition, there has been a temporary lull in admissions of severely 
malnourished children to therapeutic feeding centers in all parts of the country since the beginning of the harvest season. 

Timeline of important events and warning signs 
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Current hazards summary 

 Localized pasture deficits, primarily in the Diffa, Tillabery and Niamey regions. 
 Problems with brush fires, which could reduce pasture availability and create hardships for pastoralists. 

Agropastoral situation 

Growing season 

In the wake of a growing season marked by good rainfall conditions producing a record grain surplus, the government and 
its partners are mounting efforts to strengthen and solidify the food and nutritional situation through a second growing 
season referred to as the 2006/07 off-season, which officially started up in the second dekad of November. 

In sum, this year’s assistance program targets over 100,000 households, or close to 600,000 persons, over an area of 
4,000 hectares, anticipating an overall vegetable harvest of about 80,000 MT. 

The FAO has distributed over 2,000 kg of seeds for vegetable crops (tomatoes, cabbage, lettuce, carrots, sweet peppers, 
red peppers and onions) under its agricultural emergency and rehabilitation program, in addition to the 108 MT of potato 
seeds and 4 million cassava and sweet potato cuttings distributed during the growing season for rainfed crops. 

The program’s development component provides resources for digging 160 wells and boreholes for irrigation of vegetable 
crops and supplying 280 hand-operated pumps for development of some 100 hectares of land in the Agadez, Dosso, 
Maradi, Tillabery and Zinder regions for truck farming activities. 

Targeted primarily at food-insecure communities and flood victims from the 2006 rainy season, the program helps battle 
food insecurity by making up food deficits and improving the nutritional situation by diversifying crop production while, at 
the same time, producing a sizeable flow of income for the rural population, whose income has improved over the last few 
years with the emergence of cash crops, the marketing of which helps bolster household income and strengthen local 
economies.  Hence the boost in chufa nut production by 249 percent from last year, putting it 53 percent above the five-
year average.

Looking at conditions in pastoral areas, the estimated forage 
balance sheet developed by the Ministry of Animal Resources 
(MRA) shows a surplus of 4,905,028 MT of dry matter, including 
all forage production systems.  Figure 1 shows pasture 
production in each region of the country.  However, this overall 
surplus conceals intra and inter-regional disparities.  Thus, the 
Diffa region and the Niamey Urban Area (CUN) show deficits of 
176,678 and 27,920 MT, respectively.  Moreover, there are 
reports that pastures are in very poor to mediocre condition in 
the Agadez region (the Tadress area), the Diffa region (certain 
villages in Mainé Soroa, NGuigmi and Diffa departments), the 
Dosso region (particularly in the northern reaches of Dogon 
Doutchi department), the Maradi region (the southern part of 
Aguié department, the municipality of Guidan Roumdji and 
Tessaoua department), the Tahoua region (particularly in the far 
northern reaches of that region, the southern part of Tahoua 
department and Northern Illéla), the Tillabery region (in the 
Bankilaré, Kokorou and Diagourou areas, around Ouallam and in 
the corridor between Namaro and Torodi) and in the Zinder 
region (in the far northeastern reaches of Tanout, certain villages 
in Gouré, the municipality of Zinder and Moa and Wacha cantons and in pastoral enclaves in Niamey). 

Figure 1: Forage balance sheet for 2006 (MT of dry 
matter) 
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Source: MRA; Graphic by FEWS NET Niger 

The large forage surplus and availability of drinking water for livestock in all farming regions and most pastoral areas point 
to relatively long-lasting good animal feeding and fattening conditions. 
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However, as usual, these plentiful pasture resources are threatened by brush fires.  Already, there were 16 reported brush 
fires in the Zinder region between September and November of this year, ravaging 2,062 hectares of pasture, plus 7 
reports of brush fires destroying 159.38 hectares of grazing lands in Agadez and another 700 hectares in Tillabery. 

Looking to protect pasture availability, the Ministry of Animal Resources designed a supplementary national fire break 
program expanding on efforts already mounted under the Special Presidential Program, implemented by the Ministry of 
Water Management, Environment and Desertification Control. 

Conditions on agropastoral markets 

Grain markets  

Market supplies of crops are adequate.  On the 
whole, grain prices are holding steady on most 
markets (see Figure 2).  On average, a 100 kg 
sack of millet sold for 12,900 CFAF in December, 
2 percent less than in November. 

Average millet prices are 14 percent lower than at 
the same time last year.  Market prices in surplus 
areas such as Maradi are on par with the five-
year average, while prices on markets in grain-
short areas like Agadez, Diffa and Tillabery are 
running slightly above-average. 

Livestock markets 
In general, this month, there have been extremely 
large supplies of livestock on local markets, 
further bolstered by the presence of animals from 
pastoral zones on certain markets.   

Despite these large supplies, prices for all types 
of animals have been rising due to the heavier 
weight of fattened animals, the growing demand 
from Nigerian traders and a local demand from 
women’s groups and NGOs/projects under 
rehabilitation programs for livestock capital and 
cattle feedlot programs targeted at women. 

Current prices for male sheep on export markets 
like Maradi and Balleyara (Tillabery) are 
noticeably higher than last year and above the 
five-year average.  In contrast, prices on markets 
in pastoral areas such as Abalak (Tahoua) and 
N’Guel Kolo (Diffa) are lower than last year and 
below the five-year average. 

The upcoming celebration of Tabaski, which falls 
at the end of December, should boost demand for 
livestock even further, driving up prices, 
particularly for male sheep (Figure 3).   

Figure 2: Trends in average millet prices on selected regional 
markets in Niger 

Source: SIMA; Graphic by FEWS NET Niger

Figure 3: Trends in average monthly prices for male sheep on 
selected markets in Niger (August-December 2006) 

Source: SIMB; Graphic by FEWS NET Niger 

Figure 4: Trends in terms of trade 

Source: SIMB and SIMA; Graphic by FEWS NET Niger 

Terms of trade for herders are steadily improving, 
who were able to buy 603 kg of millet on the 
Maradi market this past month with the sale of a 
single male sheep, compared with figures of 437 
kg in November 2006, 417 kg in December 2005 
and the five-year average of 389 kg (Figure 4).  
However, these movements in price ratios for 
sheep and millet are not working entirely in favor 
of pastoralists.  In fact, a comparison of trends on 
the Maradi market, which is a cross-border 
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market frequented mostly by speculative livestock traders, with trends on the N’Guigmi market frequented mostly by 
pastoralists shows traders benefiting more than herders from a good part of this upswing in livestock prices and 
downswing in grain prices.   

Food, health and nutritional situation 

In relation to previous months, household economic and food security improved in December, following an improvement 
in overall food availability after a satisfactory season and better household food access due to the regularity of market 
supplies, lower food prices and higher market prices for small animals. 

These good market conditions are also helping to move grains and other foodstuffs from surplus areas to food and grain-
deficit villages, where supplies are barely able to meet demand.  The situation is not raising any alarms, and ongoing 
efforts to identify these villages should help pinpoint the best possible measures for bolstering their food security. 

Nutritional situation 

As a corollary to the good domestic food security situation, the nutritional situation is also steadily improving.  According to 
the National Health Information System (SNIS), health facilities nationwide have reported a total of 2,363 cases of child 
malnutrition and 10 fatalities, including 239 cases of severe malnutrition and 2,124 cases of moderate malnutrition, for a 
cumulative total of 200,900 cases of child malnutrition and 500 fatalities since January of this year, compared with 
250,097 admissions and 7,328 fatalities in 2005. 

However, regional figures show that Maradi, Zinder, Tahoua and Tillabery still report the largest numbers of children with 
moderate malnutrition, which justifies the acceleration of therapeutic feeding programs in these regions. 

Relief measures 

The targeted distribution of some 10,667 MT of free food aid to 106,770 households has ended.  The National Food Crisis 
Prevention and Management Office ordered an impact assessment of this operation by a team of independent 
consultants.  This has already been set in motion and the selection process for the consultants has already begun. 

The same goes for the targeted distributions of a total of 2,432 MT of food supplies to some 202,675 recipients in the form 
of “discharge” rations going to households with malnourished children completing treatment in the Diffa, Maradi, Zinder 
and Tahoua regions.  An impact assessment of this operation is scheduled for this coming January. 

The WFP and UNICEF are also making preparations for an evaluation of their targeted distributions of food aid to some 
700,000 children under three years of age (blanket feeding programs) in regions with high rates of malnutrition (Tahoua, 
Maradi and Zinder) via NGOs and the Niger government. 
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