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MOZAMBIQUE Food Security Outlook Update  March 2015 
 

Harvests begin in the south, while heavy rains continue to affect the northern provinces  

 
KEY MESSAGES 
 

 The food security outcomes of the majority of households 
throughout the country are favorable with Minimal acute food 
insecurity (IPC Phase 1). In areas that have been affected by 
flooding and heavy rains in the central and northern provinces, 
displaced households in the new resettlement villages are still 
facing Stressed acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 2). These 
households are still relying on humanitarian assistance while 
recovering their basic livelihoods, including replanting where 
conditions allow for a second season. 

 

 The late start of rains during the current season will delay the 
seasonal availability of new harvested crops in the northern and 
central parts of the region, though last year’s above average 
harvest will minimize the impact of this. In the south, where the 
season started earlier, households are already engaged in 
harvesting, but the long dry spell that affected the region since the 
beginning of the year will negatively affect crop yields and reduce 
food availability to below average. Also, the low residual moisture 
will reduce chances of a good second season. 

 

 Maize grain prices have been following the typical trends and are 
generally close to the five-year average and below last year’s 
levels, with the exceptions of Maxixe and Chókwe where 
February’s prices were 42 and 25 percent above last year’s prices, 
respectively. Cowpea and rice prices have been close to average 
and relatively stable with minor variations. 

 
CURRENT SITUATION 
 
 Despite the adverse agroclimatological conditions in localized 

parts of the central and northern regions due to flooding   current 
acute food insecurity is Minimal (IPC Phase 1) and expected to 
improve through June with the start of the harvest from the main 
agriculture season. The harvest has already started in parts of the 
southern zone, particularly for groundnuts and maize. In the flood 
or heavy-rain affected areas, targeted humanitarian assistance for 
the affected households continue. Some of these households, 
particularly the very poor and poor, who are entirely relying on 
food assistance, are facing Stressed acute food insecurity (IPC 
Phase 2). 

 

 Earlier this month (March 1-10), a low pressure zone along the 
coast of Nampula Province, in the Mozambique Channel, caused 
substantial rainfall that was well above normal. The heavy rains 
caused the destruction of thousands of precariously constructed 
houses, especially those made of clay. The heavy rains also 
affected other infrastructures including bridges, roads, and schools. On the agriculture side, an unspecified area of 
planted crops has been lost or affected. Nearly 118,000 people were affected, from which some were hosted in the 
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temporary accommodation centers where emergency humanitarian assistance was promptly provided. However, 
the latest update from the National Center of Emergency Operations (CENOE) indicates that the majority of these 
households have already returned to their homes.  

  

 As of March 20th, an analysis of the 2014/15 rainfall season shows that 
during the first half of the rainfall season (October to December 2014), 
the southern region and a large part of the central region had received 
normal to above-normal rainfall, while the northern region and parts of 
the central region received normal to below-normal rainfall. In the 
second half of the season (January to mid-March 2015), the southern 
region and a large part of the central region received well below-normal 
rainfall, while the northern region and parts of the central region 
received well above-normal rainfall.  

 

 The agroclimatology pattern indicated above, suggests that in the 
southern and central region the early planted crops, particularly those 
planted in October, have performed well and were harvested starting in 
February in the south. On the other hand, late planted crops in this 
region may have been affected by dryness and crop yields will be 
reduced. To the contrary, planting in the northern region was only 
possible during the second half of the season when enough moisture 
was available and therefore the harvest is expected to be delayed by one 
to two months. Overall, based on remote sensing estimates, the water 
requirement satisfaction index (WRSI) for maize (Figure 1), suggests that 
the bulk of the northern region and much of the central region will 
expect good crop conditions, while much of the southern region will 
have below-average crop conditions. 

 

 Overall maize prices in February were close to the five-year average and generally following the seasonal trend. In 
Maxixe and Chókwe where maize grain prices had a sharp increase from December to January, the prices from 
January to February have stabilized. When compared to last year’s prices, the current season’s prices are relatively 
lower except in Maxixe and Chókwe where the February 2015 prices are 42 percent and 25 percent above those of 
February 2014, respectively. Cowpea prices, usually influenced by erratic supplies and characterized by high level of 
fluctuations, had minor variations while rice prices have been stable since the beginning of the 2014/15 consumption 
year. 

 

UPDATED ASSUMPTIONS 
 
The current situation has not affected the assumptions used in developing FEWS NET’s most likely scenario. A full 
discussion of the scenario is available at in the Mozambique Food Security Outlook for January to June 2015 
 

PROJECTED OUTLOOK THROUGH JUNE 2015 
 

It is expected that the majority of households in the country will face Minimal food insecurity outcomes (IPC Phase 1) 
from April to June. Although flooding and heavy rains caused disruption of livelihoods, the food security of most affected 
households will not be adversely impacted in part thanks to humanitarian assistance by the government and partners. 
According to the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security, this season’s national crop production prospects are reported 
to be good. The majority of the households in the country are expected to meet their basic food needs through the 
consumption of their own production and market purchases. As the rains ease, road conditions will improve and local 
markets will become more accessible.   
 

In the areas affected by flooding and heavy rains, including parts of Zambézia, Nampula, Cabo Delgado, and Sofala 
Provinces, the majority of poor households are facing Minimal acute food insecurity outcomes (IPC Phase 1), while some 
vulnerable households are facing Stressed acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 2). From April to June, Minimal (IPC Phase 1) 
outcomes are expected to continue as the majority of households will begin consuming food from own production and 
will rely less on market purchases. Though moisture availability for the second season will be well below average, the 
upcoming second season from April to July, will allow for an expansion of opportunities for agricultural labor during this 
period. The seasonal decrease of staple food prices will continue until June and this will improve poor household access 
to market food purchases. Households staying in accommodation centers or in new resettlement villages will still rely on 
humanitarian assistance for their main source of food for a period of time according to focused assessment.  

Figure 1. Maize water requirement 

satisfaction index on March 20th, 2015.                                                                      
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