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Summary and Implications 
 

A month into the lean season, households are generally food secure.  Staple food prices 
are still well below average and stable, and seasonal fruits and vegetables are available.  
However, the preliminary results of the Vulnerability Assessment Group of the Technical 
Secretariat for Food Security baseline study indicate that there are persistent pockets of 
chronic food insecurity. Households suffered low number of shocks this year and did not 
resort to extreme response strategies. Rainfall has been below average in southern and 

central Mozambique since their planting season began in October.  Nevertheless, planting continues where rains have 
allowed, and there is a strong demand for seed and other inputs.  In the north, the rains have not yet begun, and land 
preparation continues. 
 

Seasonal Calendar 

Current Hazard Summary 
 Much of southern and central Mozambique has received below-normal rainfall. 
 El Niño conditions are likely to continue, at least into early 2007. 

 

Food Security Summary 
 

Generally, the food security situation conditions are favorable; retail maize prices are low and seasonal fruits and 
seasonal fruits and vegetables are available.  The Vulnerability Assessment Group of the Technical Secretariat for Food 
Security, with support of several agencies (USAID, Australia AID, FAO, UNICEF, WFP and Save the Children UK) carried 
out a food security and nutrition baseline study in order to better understand the predictable factors of food insecurity and 
malnutrition, as well as livelihoods (in order to improve the targeting of both development and emergency assistance).   

The preliminary results from the baseline study (the full report will be released at end of the December) confirm that this 
was indeed a year of limited shocks, and households suffering from these shocks are not expected to face transitory food 
insecure.  In general, the most common response strategy has been a mild change in diet, and no extreme coping 
mechanisms were necessary.   

At the same time, chronic food insecurity is increasingly common in the north of the country, including Niassa, Cabo 
Delgado, Nampula, Zambézia and Tete, while the southern part of the country, particularly Gaza, is the most food secure.  
Although the south is more prone to natural disasters, households there have better access to resources and to diverse 
but stable sources of income.   

The prevalence of wasting in children (6-59 months) is of 4.5 percent overall, with severe wasting at 1.6 percent, which is 
still considered acceptable.  Among the same age group, the prevalence of stunting is very high: 46.2 percent overall, with 
severe stunting at 24 percent.  Low malnutrition rates combined with high stunting rates is unusually indicative of chronic 
food insecurity (as opposed to acute food insecurity), warranting integrated and long-term interventions. 
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Agricultural season update and progress 
 
The Ministry of Agriculture through the National Directorate of Agrarian Services (MINAG/DNSA) has released its October 
and November agricultural season update.  According to the report, the land preparation and planting for the 2006/07 
main agriculture season is ongoing in much part of the country.  Land preparation began early in August in the south and 
extended into the central and northern region in September, October and November.  During the second half of October, 
parts of southern and central region received significant rains that enabled farmers to start with the first planting attempt.  
MINAG/DNSA estimates that 30 to 40 percent of prepared land had been planted until the time of the release of its report.  
Crops normally planted during the main season include maize, sorghum, millet, rice, beans, peanuts and cassava. 
 
To increase the availability of access to seeds and other agriculture inputs for farmers, the agriculture authorities have 
promoted a number of agriculture input fairs in selected localities where agricultural inputs are generally difficult to 
acquire.  The total number of planned agriculture inputs fairs at national level is expected to benefit about 41,500 farmers.  
The large volume of seeds being used by farmers, however, is saved from their own production.  A total volume of about 
5,237 MT of seeds of maize, rice, peanuts, beans, soybean, sunflower, and sesame is estimated to come from farmers 
own production.  Additional seeds are those supplied by the agriculture inputs fairs and through exchange with other 
farmers. 
 
In the southern region, a number of agriculture inputs fairs have taken place in selected districts of Maputo, Gaza and 
Inhambane provinces and covered 13,000 households.  In Maputo province, the fairs took place in Moamba, Magude, 
Matutuine, Manhiça, Namaacha and Boane and covered 3,000 households.  In Inhambane province, input fairs took place 
in Inhassoro, Funhalouro, Mabote, Massinga and Panda.  The volume of seeds available in Inhambane province include 
40 MT of maize, 30.5 MT of sorghum and 30 MT of rice and covered 5,000 households. 
 
In Gaza province, the fairs contributed with a total of 334 MT of cereal seeds for the planting of the first agriculture 
season.  That amount include 126.9 MT of maize, 18 MT of rice, 68.2 MT of sorghum, 6 MT of millet, 64 MT of beans and 
50.5 MT of peanuts.  Agriculture inputs fairs in Gaza were planned to cover Chigubo, Massangena and Chicualacuala 
districts and expected to cover 5,000 farmers.  Additional distribution of planting material includes pineapples (28,000 
plants), cassava stakes (6,000) and 0.8 MT of cashew nut plants. 
 
In the central region, a total of 27 agriculture input fairs were planned for Manica, Sofala, Tete and Zambézia provinces 
and expected to benefit 19,500 households.  In north, 12 agriculture input fairs were planned for Nampula, Cabo Delgado 
and Niassa and are expected to benefit 9,000 households. 
 
The total number of beneficiaries is estimated at about 41,500 households.  Agriculture inputs other than seeds are were 
also included in the fairs.  These inputs include agriculture tools, fertilizers, pesticides, protection material and animal 
traction.  However the available inputs are far from satisfying the demand level. 
 
For the current agriculture season, MINA/DNSA estimates a 15 percent increase in the area cultivated for cereals 
compared to the last season, which was 2.3 million hectares.  Similarly, the production of cereals is expected to increase 
by 15 percent from the total production of the previous season, which was estimated at 2.1 million MT.   
 
Agriculture authorities have detected an outbreak of elegant grasshopper in maize in Matutuine and Marracuene districts 
in Maputo province.  Necessary measures were taken and the plague is under control.  Also in Gondola district in Manica 
province, there was occurrence of elegant grasshopper (zonocerus elegants) during the first dekad of November.  This 
outbreak has affected some cassava and pumpkin crops with minor consequences. 
 
In general, the planting process is ongoing in much of southern and central regions where rains have allowed, while in 
north (until the time of the release of the MINAG report) land preparation was intensive. 
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Rain performance  
 
Seasonal rainfall update 
In southern and central Mozambique, seasonal planting normally 
occurs between October and November, coinciding with the start 
of the rains.  This year, rainfall has been below average during this 
period. According to Figure 1, which shows the percentage of 
normal rainfall that has occurred during October 1 and December 
10, large parts of the southern and central Mozambique received 
less than 70 percent of normal rainfall for that period.   
 
In south, areas of concern include coastal Inhambane province, 
where rainfall ranged from 27 percent of average in Vilankulos to 
48 percent in Inharrime, much of southern and interior Gaza 
province with 47 percent in Mandlakazi to 58 percent, and northern 
Maputo province, especially Magude, with only 64 percent of 
average.   
 
In the central region, much of Sofala province had received below 
60 percent of average for the period, while in Manica and Tete, the 
total rainfall received during that period ranged from about half of 
average to slightly above average in far northeast Tete province.  
The interior of Zambézia province is another area of concern, with 
rainfall ranging from 45 to 52 percent of normal. 
 
So far, the northern region is of less concern given the fact that for 
that region, effective rains are generally expected as from mid 
December.  However, the coastal zone of Cabo Delgado province 
has received substantial rains associated with tropical storm Anita 
that passed through the Mozambique Channel parallel to the 
coastline.  The area has received rainfall of more than 200 percent 
of average, with the heaviest rains in Mocímboa da Praia and 
Muidumbe.  This tropical storm, which developed on November 30 and dissipated on December 2, did not make landfall.  
Niassa province has received rains ranging from 83 to 119 percent of normal. 
 

Figure 1.  Percent of normal rainfall  

Seasonal rainfall forecast update 
 
The latest seasonal rainfall forecast update indicates mixed rainfall patterns for the remaining period of the 2006/07 
season in the southern Africa region.  The Regional Climate Outlook issued in September has since been updated by the 
SADC Drought Monitoring Centre (DMC) for the period December 2006 to February 2007.  The forecast shows that 
Mozambique has favorable chances of receiving normal to above-normal rainfall in the December to February period.  
The probabilistic figures give a 40 percent for likelihood of normal rainfall, 35 percent for above-normal rainfall, and 25 
percent for below-normal rainfall.  The DMC advises that this forecast is only relevant for three-monthly time scales, and 
for relatively large areas.  Variations in rainfall amounts may occur from month to month, and from location to location.  
The DMC further advises users to contact individual country National Meteorological Offices for finer details and further 
guidance.   
 
Development of moderate El Niño 
 
One important factor to consider in the expected climate conditions for the remaining period is the global atmospheric 
connections driven by El Niño.  El Nino conditions were detected in September 2006, and their development has been 
closely monitored since then.  The latest forecasts indicate that the current El Nino conditions are likely to continue, at 
least into early 2007.  El Nĩno episodes are generally associated with depressed rainfall conditions in the southern parts of 
southern Africa, especially during the critical period of the crop cycle from December through to February.  However the 
specific impacts of any El Niño episode also depend on the state of the oceans and the atmosphere.  Thus, although the 
presence of El Niño conditions does not necessarily mean poor rainfall, its occurrence does however call for enhanced 
monitoring, preparedness and contingency planning, as there are generally increased chances of low rainfall which could 
potentially affect agriculture, during this period.   
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Market and prices 

2006 maize prices similar to 2004 
Currently, maize prices are still relatively low for this time of the year and have been stable in most areas (figures 2 and 
3), even as the end of the year approaches.  The current trend is similar to the situation which prevailed in 2004, when 
prices were low and stable up until the end of the year, and only began to rise in January.   

Figure 2.  Maize retail real prices in the reference markets of northern and central in MTn/Kg 
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Nampula Beira Data source: SIMA

Figure 3.  Maize retail real prices in the reference markets of south in MTn/Kg 
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Data source: SIMA

From 2001 to 2006, Mozambique had two good agriculture seasons, namely 2003/04 and the 2005/06, and therefore the 
current marketing seasons is expected to be similar to the 2004 marketing season. 

Maze still flowing from producer areas to the main consumer areas 
Although at lower levels compared to previous months, maize is still flowing from the producer areas into the main 
consumer markets.  Maputo has been receiving most of its maize from Manica and Sofala provinces in the central region.  
Part of maize sold in Xai-Xai, Gaza capital, is produced locally.  The main supplier of Chimoio city, capital of Manica, is 
the Bárue district while Quelimane city, Zambezia capital, is supplied by Alto Molócue, Morrumbala, Gurue and Mocuba 
districts.  Nampula city in the north is supplied by Alto Molocue and Nacala city receives maize from Montepuez district in 
Cabo Delgado province.  The northern town of Lichinga, the capital of Niassa province is currently supplied by Sanga and 
Lichinga districts from the same province.  However, the traders’ perception is that the maize supply from producer areas 
is dwindling and it is now taking more days to assemble a substantial amount of maize than before.  As the end of the 
year approaches and the maize trade volumes are decreasing, prices will begin to rise successively.   

Imported peanuts in the southern markets 
While peanuts produced in the country become scarce, trading agents are importing from the neighboring South Africa.  In 
the very recent past, imported peanut was only available in Maputo, but recently SIMA monitoring system has recorded 
some volumes of imported peanuts in Xai-Xai, another southern market 200 Km north of Maputo.  In a duty visit to a 
wholesale market in Maputo on November 20, SIMA officials have recorded about 43 MT of national peanuts against 60 
MT of imported peanuts from South Africa.  The purchasing price is 1,400 MTn for a 50Kg bag of imported peanut while 
the same volume of the small domestic peanut is sold at 1,000 MTn.  The national produced peanut sold in south is 
originating from Nampula province.  Other markets are supplied by domestic peanuts, especially from Nampula and Tete 
provinces.   


